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MINUTES. 



Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida. 



The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida met in I he Attorney Gen* 
orat's office in the Capitol Februurv 8. 1873. 

Present : His Excellency. O. It. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Charles FI. Foster. Treasurer. 
Wm. Archer Cocke. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Coinr. of Lands & Im- 
* migration. 
On motion. Charles H. Foster. Bwj.. was chosen Treas- 
urer of the Board, and Hugh A. Corley was appointed 
Secretary of the Board and also Salesman. 

Hon. T. W. Osborn presented to the Board a proposi- 
tion on behalf of the Great Southern Railway Company 
to build their Itoad according to the specification a of the 
Internal Improvement Act, and proposing to purchase 
from the Board certain lands at certain prices and 
terms. 

After discussion, the Board rc<| nested His Excellency, 
Oov. Hart, to endeavor to obtain the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court, as to the power of the Trustees to dispose 
of the lands belonging to the Fund in the manner and on 
the terms .asked for in the proposition of said Great 
Southern Railway Company. 

On motion the Secretary waB authorized to purchase 
a new Record Book. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 25, 1873. 

The Board met in the Executive office in the Capitol. 

Present: Uis Excellency, O. B. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Win. Archer Cocke, Attorney General, 
rliarlew U. Foster, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Conir. Lds. & Immigra- 
tion. 

The proceedings of February 8th were read and ap- 
proved. 

His Excellency laid before the Board a communica- 
tion from Francis Vose, enclosing a letter from said Vose 
in reference to the Sinking Fund of the Florida Railroad 
now in New York, alleging that said Fund has been di- 
minished, and suggesting that the Trustees give such 
order as will procure such application of eaid Sinking 
Fund as was ordered by the recent decree in the suit of 
Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
and others, and a surrender of such bonds as were pur- 
chased by lEoses Taylor; and also enclosing certain reso- 
lutions wbVh he recommended for consideration and 
adoption. 

TLo letter in reference to the Sinking Fund was read, 
discussed and taken under advisement. 

The Resolutions were read and considered and after 
some changes and modifications several of them were 
adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafter copies be kept of all letters 
relating to Lauds or other matters written from the 
Land Office, and that no letters or vouchers belonging to 
the office be permitted to be destroyed, and that the 
Salesman lie authorised to purchase a Letter Press — 

Adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas— Gov. Hart, Messrs. Cowgill, Foster, Cocke k 
Corley. — 5. 

Nay* —None. 

Resolved, That, before the next monthly' meeting -of 
the Board, the record books of the Comptroller and 
Treasurer be compared, so as to ascertain definitely the 
amount uud numbers of the bonds issued by the different 
Bail roads which are now outstanding; and that a report 
of the same, so far as can be ascertained be made by the 

J\t" r f'-oll^r- — 



Resolved, That an approximate estimate be made of the 
quantities of lands in each County belonging to the 
Fund be reported to the next monthly meeting. 

Resolved, That on and after the first day of April next 
the price of the Jswamp and Overflowed Lauds be reduced 
to seventy-five cents per acre — 

Resolved. That on and after the first" day of April 
next the lands formerly eonveved to the New York and 
Florida Lumber, Land and Improvement Company and 
to E. A. Studwell. reserved from sale by order of the 
Board on the 21 st day of June last, shall be restored to 
market. 

The Board then adjourned to meet again on tomorrow 
at half past three o'clock. P. M. 
Attest 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretarv. 



Tallahassee; Flu., February 2(5, 1873. 
The Board met in the Executive office iu the Capitol. 

Present: His Excellency, O. B. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Coinr. of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

The minutes of yesterday's proceedings were rend and 
approved. 

After spending Borne time in discussing the proper 
mode of obtaining possession of the H inking Fund of the 
Florida Railroad now in New York, and disposing of the 
same by investment, the Board adjourned to meet again 
on tomorrow at three o'clock P. M. 
Attest : 
HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretarv. 
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MINUTES. 



Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida. 



The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida met iu I he Attorney Gen- 
oral's office in the Capitol February 8. 1873. 
Present : His Excellency, O. It. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, 
Wm, Anher Cocke. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Comr. of* Lands & Itn- 
■ migration. 
On motion, Charles H. Foster, Esq.. was chosen Treas- 
urer of the Board, and Hugh A. Corley was appointed 
Secretary of the Board and also Salesman. 

Hon. T. W. Osbora presented to the Board a proposi- 
tion on behalf of the Great Southern Railway Company 
to build their Bead according to the (specifications of the 
nternnl Improvement Act, and proposing to purchase 
from the Board certain lands at certain prices and 
terms. 

After discussion, the Board requested Qis Excellency, 
Gov. Hart, to endeavor to obtain the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court, as to the power of the Trustees to dispose 
of the landB belonging to the Fund in the manner and on 
the tcrniB .asked for in the proposition of Baid Great 
Southern Railway Company. 

On motion the Secretary wns authorized to purchase 
a new Record Book. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest 

HUGH A. COBLET. 






Tallahassee, Florida, February 25, 1873. 

The Board met in the Executive office in the Capitol. 

Present : His Excellency, O- B. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Wni. Archer Coeke, Attorney General. 
Charles n. Foster, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Uorley, Comr. Lob. & Immigra- 
tion, 

The proceedings of February 8th were read and ap- 
proved. 

His Excellency laid before the Board a communica- 
tion from Frauois Vose, enclosing a letter from said Vose 
in reference to the Sinking Fund of the Florida Railroad 
now in New York, alleging that said Fund has been di- 
minished, and suggesting that the Trustees give such 
order as will procure such application of said Sinking 
Fund as was ordered by the recent decree in the suit of 
Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
and others, and a surrender of such bonds as were pur- 
chased by T fuses Taylor; and also enclosing certain reso- 
lutions' wh>li he recommended for consideration and 
adopt in ii. 

TLv letter in reference to the Sinking Fund was read, 
-discussed and taken under advisement. 

The Resolutions were read and considered and after 
some changes and modifications several of them were 
adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafter copies be kept of all letters 
relating to Lands or other matters written from the 
Land Office, and that no letterB or vouchers belonging to 
the office he permitted to be destroyed, and that the 
Salesman be authorized to purchase a Letter Press — 

Adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas— Gov. Hart, Messrs. Cowgill, Foster, Cocke k 
Corley. — 5. 

Nays — None. 

Resolved, That, before the next monthly meeting -of 
the Board, the record books of the Comptroller and 
Treasurer be compared, so as to ascertain definitely the 
amount audi numbers of the bonds issued by the different 
Railroads which are now outstanding; and that a report 
of the same, so far as can be ascertained be made by the 



Resolved, Tbat an approximate estimate be made of the 
quantities of lands in each County belonging to the 
Fund be reported to the next monthly meeting. 

Resolved, That on and after the firat day of April next 
the price of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands be reduced 
to seventy-five cents per acre — 

Resolved. That on and after the first day of April 
next the lands formerly conveyed to the New York and 
Florida Lumber, Land and Improvement Company and 
to E, A. Stud well, reserved from sale by order of the 
Board on the 21st day of June last, shall be restored to 
market. 

The Board then adjourned to meet again on tomorrow 
at half past three o'clock, P. M. 
Attest 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Flu., February 2<S, 1873. 
The Board met in the Executive office in the Capitol. 
Present: Hie Excellency, Q. B. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. CowgUl, Comptroller. 
Wm. Archer Oocke, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Oorley, Comr. of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

The in mutes of yesterdoy's proceedings were rend and 
approved. 

After spending some time in di sen suing the proper 
mode of obtaining [Kissession of the Sinking Fund of the 
Florida Railroad now in New York, and disposing of the 
same by investment, the Board adjourned to meet again 
on tomorrow at three o'clock P. M. 
Attest : 
HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee .Florida, February 27, 187J. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Hi». Excellency, 0. B. Hart, Governor. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Charles H. Foster. Treasurer. 
Win. Archer Cocke. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. Land* & Im- 
migration. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That public notice be- given of the reduction 
of thf> price of Sjvamji I.mi<l>. and the restoration to 
market o ' the I a ml* formerly conveyed to the N. Y., and 
Florida, Lumber I^ind and Improvement Company and 
heretofore reserved from sale, by advertisement in the 
Tallahassee Sentinel and -Jacksonville Union, and that 
3I>0 copies of the advertisement lte stricken off to be dis- 
tributed. 

The Board adjourned until tomorrow: 3£ o'clock P. If. 

Attest 

Ht'OH A. CORLKY. 
Keeretarv. 



TsJlaksMee, Florida, Febniary 28, 1873. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 
('has. H. Foster, Treasurer. 
Hngli A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
Mr." Foster was chose u Chairman pm tem. 
The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Cowgill OiTered the following Resolution: 
Resolved, That, for the purpose nf increasing »s>d pro- 
moting sales and settlement of land* in Florida, Mr. 
George II. Mercer lie appointed on' Agent of the Trus- 
tee*. II is expenses for traveling and agents in New 
York and other place*, not to exceed one hundred dol- 
lar* per month, shall hp paid from the Internal Im- 
provement Fund out of the proceeds of sates made by 
him, and a commission to be allowed of ten per cent, upon 
the amount of sales negotiated through his agency. 



Upn the adoption of the Resolution, the rote was, ' 

Yeas — Messrs. Cowgill, FoBter and Corley. — 3. 

Nays — None. 

So the Resolution was adopted. 

Leonard Robbing having applied for the cancellation 
of the entry of the NE I of SE i of Section 31, Township 
21, South, Range 24, East upon the ground that said tract 
was not the land he intended to apply for, on motion of 
Mr. Corley, it was 

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and that the 
purchase mon«y therefor be refunded — 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That upon conviction of any one for tres- 
passing upon the Internal Improvement or Swamp Lands, 
one fourth of the value of the lands trespassed upon be 
given to the informant, provided he furnished the testi- 
mony necessary to convict. 

Which Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The Board then adjourned until to-morrow. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 1, 1873. 
The Board met hi the Attorney General's office. 

Fresent * 0, A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 

Charles H. Foster, Treasure.. 
Wiu. Archer Cocke. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands X 
Immigration. 

After discussing for some time matters connected with 
the investment of the Sinking Fund of the Florida Rail- 
road .Coin pun v. the Board adjourned. 
Attest : , 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 4, 1873. 

The Board met in the Attorney General's office. 

Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer. 

Wro. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
■ Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & 

Immigration. 

Mr. Foster was chosen Temporary Chairman. 

Mr. William H. Gleawm appeared before the Hoard on 
behalf of the Southern Inland Navigation and Improve- 
ment Company, and requested an extension of time to 
enable said Company to complete their work: 

And thereupon Mr. Cocke offered the following Resolu- 
tions: 

, Resolved, That the time for the completion of the im- 
provements to be made by the Southern Inland Naviga- 
tion and Improvement Company is hereby extended until 
the ftrst day of January A. D. 1877: Provided, (hat the 
improvement of the Rt. Johns River shall be perfected 
from Lake Harney to Lake Washington, and the Canal 
cot connecting Lake Washington with Indian River, so 
that steamboats can run from Jacksonville to Jupiter In- 
let, via Lake Wash in pi on and Indian River, on or before 
May 1st, 1875. 

Resolved 2nd. That this extension is granted upon the 
assumption, prima farie. that the contracts and agree- 
ments heretofore entered inlo by the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund with said Company are legal and 
regular, and not therehv acknowledging the validity I here- 
of nor binding themselves hy any illegal action of the 
former board, but expressly reserving all right to except 
to all such contracts or agreements as though the above 
resolution had not been nriopted. 

Upon the adoption of the Resolutions the vote was: 

Yeaa— Messrs. Foster. Cocke and Eagan.— 3. 

Nays — None. 

Bo the Resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Hugh A. Corley tendered his resignation as Sales- 
man of the Board, which was accepted. 

Mr. Dennis Eagan was unanimously elected Dalesman. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLKY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 13, 1873. 

The Board met at the offiA of the Commissioner of 
Lauds aod Immigration. 

Present: O. H. Foster. Treasurer, President, pro tern, 
C A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immigra- 
tion. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That P. Fa pin he requested to act aa Secre- 
tary pro tem. in the absence of the Secretary. , 

Hon. T. W. Osborn appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Great Southern Railway Company and presented a 
proposition for the purchase of Swamp lauds by tlie (-aid 
Company, as follows : 

"This instrument made and entered into this— 

.lay nf A. I>. 1873, by and between the Great 

(Southern Railway Company, a corjKiration duly created 
under an act of the Legislature of the State of Florida, 
and to which under act of Congress, approved June 4, 
1872. the right of way through the public lands was 
granted, jkarty of the first part, and the Trustee* of the 
Internal Improvement Fund of the said State of Florida, 
party of the second part : 

"Witnesseth. That the said party of the first part, for 
and in consideration of the snni of one dollar in hand re- 
ceived l»efore the execution of this instmntent, and the 
agreement of the said party of the second part, hereinaf- 
ter contained, agrees, and is hereby firmly bounded unto 
the said i>arty of the second part, as follows, viz: 

"First : To construct a railroad under its chnrter from 
a point at or near Kings Ferry, on the St, MaYys River, 
in said State of Florida, to Key West. Florida, with the 
branch authorized in said Charter, within ten years fiom 
the 4th day of June A. P. 1872. 

"Second: To construct said road in conformity with 
the specifications contained in the sixth Section of an aet 
of the Legislature nf the Ha id State of Florida ?n titled 
An act to Provide for and Encourage a Liberal System of 
Intermit Improvements In this State, approved January 
fi. A. D. 1855, as follows, viz: 

"1. The line of mad for sixty feet from the centre 
shall be cleared of all the standing timber. 
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"2. The grading shall be for a single track etcept at 
depots, turnouts and similar, places, where it shall be 
wider if required by the State Engineer, with si road bed 
iwenty feet in cuttings, with ditches from two to three 
stnd a half in depth below grade, with Bueb widths as the 
Htate Engineer may direct, and eighteen feet wide on em- 
bankments, at the grade line, with slopes of one and a 
half feet base to one foot rise; and in all excavations and 
embank nients they shall be so constructed as to have a 
perfect drainage, and not permit any standing water to 
come within three feet of Ihe lower side of the cross tie, 

**3. All the cross-ties shall be delivered on the Hue of 
the road, and Is* of heart yellow pine, cypress, white, yel- 
low, po«r. the »ir Spanish oak, white or ifil cedar, 
and not loss than nine inches face, and ei»ht itx lies in 
thickness, and hint II l»e well nnd carefully Itedded. and 
laid within two and a half feet from centre to centre. 

•4, At all waterways sufficient space shall ls> left for 
the unobstructed passuge of water; and at all points on 
the line of the road where side-ditches can lie cut that 
will carry off the surface water they shall be constructed 
by Ihe Company under the direction of the State En- 
gineer. 

"5. In the crossing of all streams the bridge shall be 
1-oiistrucii'il according to plans approved by the State 
Engineer; and over all streams that are navigated suit- 
able draws ohall lie put in to admit the passage of boats 
or vessel* usually navigating the same, to be decided by 
the State Engineer. 

"6. The guage of the different railroads snail be uni- 
formly five feet, and connected continuously, so that cars 
or trains can pass on all the routes indicated without 
cbangiug freight, and it shall he the duty of the different 
Railroad Companies to adopt a uniform tariff' for trans- 
portation of passengers and for hauling the freight in 
the cars of another Company upon usual and equitable 
terms and no discrimination shall be made by one Com- 
pany against the freight or passengers of another com- 
pany. 

"7. The iron rail used shall weigh not less than fifty 
pounds per lineal yard and be of the best quality of iron, 
and well fastened to the cross-ties with the best quality 
of spikes and plates. " 
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"8. Tbe entire equipment shall be of the first class and 
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transpor- 
tation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily offer- 
ing. 

"9. The grade on no portion of the routes indicated by 
this act shall exceed forty-five feet per mile, and no sin- 
gle curve shall exceed three degrees of curvature, or be 
adopted unless approved of by the State Engineer. 

"Third. To pay to said party -of the second part, and 
in lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree- 
ment 1« sold and conveyed to said party of the first part, 
and at the price in this instrument named upon execu- 
tion of the deeds. 

"Fourth. To deposit with the Secretary of the said 
party of the second part a map or plan showing the line 
of said road within twelve months from the date of this 
instrument. 

"Fifth. The said party of the second part in good 
faith, believing that the construction of the railroad 
above named between the points named and in conform- 
ity with the specifications contained in tbe sixth section 
of said act, entitled An Act to Provide for and Encourage 
a Liberal System of Internal Improvements in this State, 
cannot fail to aid in the settlement and cultivation, and 
greatly increase tbe value of all tbe lands along the line 
of said road ; and in tonsideratiou of the sum of one dol- 
lar received from the said party of the first part at and 
before the execution of this instrument and the agree- 
ment above set forth, is hereby agreed and bounden unto 
the said party of the first part, as follows, viz: 

"Sixth. When ten miles of said railroad shall be con- 
structed and in running order under the terms and speci- 
fications of this agreement, of and from the lands then 
vested in the said party of tbe second part, along or near- 
est said ten miles to sell and to convey unto tbe said 
party of the first part for and in consideration of the 
sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) lawful money 
a number of sections of land equal to twenty sections 
for each and every mile of said ten miles; and upon tbe 
consideration of every additional ten miles of said road, 
and at tbe same price, to sell and to convey unto said 
party of the first part a like number of sections of land 
along or nearest thereto, and then vested in the said 
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party of tbe second part; Provided, however, that the 
fact of the construction of each ten miles of the said road 
in accordance with the terras and sped flea t ion b in this 
agreement Bet forth shall be established by the certificate 
of the Governor of the said State of Florida, a certifi- 
cate of the engineer of the party of the first part and the 
sworn statement of the President and Secretary of the 
last named party. 

"Seventh. The foregoing instrument is made subject 
to a modification of the decree of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court in the case o f Francis Vow compla'iinnr, and 
Harrison Heed et tit Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida." 

"In witness whereof this agreement is signed in dupli- 
cate." 

tin minimi tin- Board adjourned (o ineei at tin* office 
of the Attorney General at 4 o'clock P. M. tomorrow- 
Attest : 

I>. GAG AN. 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 16, 1873- 
Tbe Board met at the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present : C, H. Foster. Treasurer, President pro tem. 
Win. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller.' 
Dennis Gngnn. Commr, of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 

The proposition of Hon. T. W. Osborn on behalf of the 
Great Southern Railway Company to purchase certain 
lands at certain prices was taken up aud discussed. 

The Board then adjourned to meet again at 11 o'clock 
A. M. on Mjonday the 17th instant. 
Attest : 

D. GAG AN. 

Secretary pro ten. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 17, 187:). 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tern. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Oowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commr. ot Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
The proposition of Mr. Osbom on behalf of the Great 
Southern Kailway Company for the purchase of certain 
lands was discussed, and final action thereon was post- 
poned until Wednesday, the 19th instant, to which day 
the Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

I). EAGAN, 

Secretary pro teni. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 19, 1873. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tern. 
Wmf Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Oowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Iinini- 
gratfon. 

The proposition of Mr, Osborn on behalf of the Great 
Southern Bail way Company for the purchase of certain 
lands was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Cowgill moved to amend the proposition as fol- 
lows : 

In the Sixth clause, strike out all before the word 
"provided" and insert 

"Sixth, when ten -miles of said road shall be 
constructed and in running order under the terms 
and specifications of this agreement, of and from 
the lands then vested iu the said party of the second part, 
from the even numbered Sections along or nearest the 
said ten miles, and on either side, to sell and to convey 
unto the said party of the first part, for and in consid- 
eration of the sum of six thousand four hundred dollars 
($6,400) lawful money, one hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand (128,000) acres of land; and upon the con- 
struction of each additional ten miles of said road, and 
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at the same price, to sell and convey to the said party of 
the first part, a lite number of acres of land from the 
even numbered sections along and nearest thereto, and 
on either side, and then vested in the said party of the 
second part" * 

Strike out the Seventh clause or paragraph. 

Upon the adoption of the amendment the vote was : 

Yeas— Messrs. Foster. Cocke, Cowgill and Eagan. — L 

Nays — None. 

Bo the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Cowgill moved that the proposition as amended be 
adopted. 

Upon which motion the vote was: 

Yeas— Messrs. Foster, Cocke, Cowgill and Eagan. — 4. 

Nays— None. 

Bo the proposition as amended was adopted. 

Mr. Cowgill moved that the Governor be requested to 
cast his vote on the proposition of Bale of certain lands 
to the Great Southern Railway Company; and that he 
be further requested to sign the contract made and en- 
tered into between this Board and the Great Bout her u 
Railway Company for the stile of certain land*. 

Which motion was unanimously agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill the Board adjourned to meet 
again at 12 o'clock M. tomorrow for the purpose of sign- 
ing the contract made this day with the (Treat Bouthern 
Railway Company — 

Attest : 

1). EAGAN. 

Secretary pro teni. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March 20, 1873. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem. 
Wm, Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
The following contract made and entered into between 
the Trustees and the Great Bouthern Railway Company 
was presented and signed, viz: 
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This Instrument made and entered into this twentieth 
day of March A. D .1-873, by and between the Great South- 
ern Railway Company, a corporation duly created under 
an act of the Legislature of the State of Florida, ami to 
which, under act of Congress approved 'June 4, 1872, the 
light of way through the public lands wan granted, party 
of the first part, and the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the said State of Florida, party of the 
second part, 

Witnesseth, That the said party of the fliBt 
part, for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar 
in hand received before the execution of this instrument. 
and the agreement of the said party of the second part, 
hereinafter contained, agrees, and is hereby firmly 
bounden unto the said party of the second part, as fol- 
lows, viz: 

"First. To construct a railroad under its charter from 
a point at or near King's Ferry, on the St. Marys river 
in said State of Florida, to Key West. Florida, with the 
branch authorized in said Charter, within ten years from 
the fourth day of June A. D. 1872. 

Second. To construct said road in conformity with the 
specifications contained in the sixth section of an act of 
the Legislature of the said State of Florida, entitled An 
Act to Provide for and Encourage a Liberal System of 
Internal Improvements in this State, approved January 
6, A. D. 1855. as follows, towit : 

1. The line of road for sixty ^eet from the centre shall 
be cleared of all the standing timber. 

2. The grading shall he for a single track except at 
depots, turn-outs and similar places, where it shall be 
wider if required by the State Engineer, with a road-bed 
twenty feet wide in cuttings, with ditches from two to 
three and a half feet in depth below grade, with such 
width as the State Engineer may direct, and eighteen 
feet wide on embankment?, at the grade line, with slopes 
of one and a half feet base to one foot rise; and in all 
excavations ami embankments they shall be so constructed 
as to have a perfect drainage, and not permit any stand- 
ing water to come within three feet of the lower bide of 
the cross-tie. 

3. All the cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the 
road, and be of heart yellow pine, cypress, white yellow 
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poet, live, or Spanish oak, white or red cedar, and not 
less 1 lan nine feet long with not less than nine inches 
face, and eight inches in thickness, and shall be well and 
carefully bedded, and laid within two and a half feet ' 
from centre to centre. 

*. At all water-ways sufficient space shall be left for 
the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points on 
the line of the road where side ditches can be cut that 
will tarry off the surface water, they shall be constructed 
by the Company under the direction of the State En- 
gineer. 

5. In the crossing of all streams the bridges shall be 
constructed according to plans approved by the State 
Engineer; and over all streams that are navigated suit- 
able draws shall be put in to admit the passage of boats 
or vessels nsnally navigating the same, to be decided by 
the State Engineer. 

fi. The guage of the different railroads shall be uniform- 
ity five feet, and connected continuously, so that cars oi 
trains of cars can pass on all the routes indicated without 
changing freight. And it shall be the duty of the different 
railroad companies to adopt a uniform tariff for trans- 
portation of passengers and for hauling the freight in the 
cars of another company upon usual and equitable terme; 
and no discrimination shall be made by one company 
against the freight or passengers of another company. 

7. The iron rail used shall weigh not less than fifty 
pounds per lineal yard, and be of the test quality of iron, 
and well fastened to the cross-ties with the best quality 
of spikes and plates. 

8. The entire equipment shall be of the first class and 
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transporta- 
tion €-.t all the passengers and freight ordinarily offering. 

9. The grade on no portion of the routes indicated by 
this act shall exceed forty-five feet per mile, and no sin- 
gle curve shall exceed three degrees of curvature, or be 
adopted unless approved of by the State Engineer. 

Third. To pay to said party of the second party and in 
lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree- 
ment be sold and conveyed to said party of the first part, 
and at the price in this instrument named upon execu* 
tion of the deeds. 
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Fourth. To deposit with the Secretary of the said party 
of the second part a map or plan showing the line of said 
road within twelve months from the date of thiB instru- 
ment. 

Fifth. The said party of the second part, in good faith, 
believing that the construction of the railroad above 
named between the points named and in conformity with 
the specifications 'contained in the sixth Section in said 
act, entitled An Act to Provide for and Encourage a Lib- 
eral System of Internal Improvements' in this State, can- 
not fail to aid in the settlement and cultivation, and 
greatly increase the value of all the lands along the line 
of said road, and in consideration of the sum of one dol- 
lar received from the said party of the first part at and 
before the execution of this instrument, andi the agree- 
ment above set forth, is hereby agreed and bounden unto 
the said party of the first part, as follows, viz: 

Sixth, When ten miles of said road shall be construct- 
ed and in running order under the terms and specifica- 
tions of this agreement of and from the lands then vested 
in the said party of the second part from the even num- 
bered Sections along or nearest the said ten miles and on 
either side, to sell and convey unto the said party of the 
first part for and in consideration of the sum uf six 
thousand four hundred ($6,400) dollars lawful money 
one hundred and twenty-eight thousand (128.000) acres 
of land, and upon the construction of each additional ten 
miles of said road, and at the same price to sell and con- 
vey to the said party of the first part a like numlier of 
acres of land from the even-numbered sections along and 
nearest thereto and on either side, and then vested in the 
said party of the second part; Provided, however. That 
the fact of the construction of each ten miles of the said 
road in accordance with the terms and specifications, in 
this agreement set forth, shall be established by the certi- 
ficate of the Governor of the said State of Florida, a cer- 
tificate of the engineer of the party of the ftrrt pnrt, and 
the sworn statement of the president and Secretary of the 
last named party, 

2 I. I. 
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In witness whereof this agreement is signed in tripli- 
cate. 

In testimony whereof said Trus- 
tees have hereunto subscribed their 
Sea) of the names nnd affixed their seals, and 

have caused an impress inn of the 
Florida Land Office, seal of "The Florida Land Office" 
to be made hereupon at the Capital, 
in the City of Tallahassee, on this 
the twentieth day of If arch A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy- three. 
Governor, [l. s.] 
C. A. CO WO ILL. Comptroller. [u ».] 

CHAS. H. FOSTER. Treasurer. [l. b.J 

WW. ARCHER COrKE, Atty. General, [u a.] 
1>.*EAGAX, Commissioner of Land* & 
Immigration. [t. 8.] 

The Great Southern Railway bv— 

T. W. OSBORN, Attorney. 
Mr. Foster offered the following Resolutions: 
Retoh'ed, That I>. Eagan, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration for the State of Florida, be and he is hereby 
initructed to take immediate steps on behalf of the State 
to settle all claims of the State with the Department of 
the Interior of the United States arising under the sev- 
eral acts of Congress donating lands to the State, and to 
receive on behalf of the State any warrants for lands or 
moneys that may have accrued to the State under any or 
each of said acts. 

Resolved, That the Hon. T. W. Osborn be and he is 
hereby appointed agent for the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, to act In con- 
junction with the Hon. D. Eagan, Commi&sioner of Lands 
and Immigration of the State, to aid said Commissioner 
in adjusting such claims of the State as may come before 
them. 

Which resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
The Board then adjourned until to-morrow morning 11 
o'clock. 

AtteBt : 

D. EAGAN, 

Secretary pro tern. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. March 25, 1873. 
The Board met at ihe office of the Attorney General. 
Preseut: C. II . Foster, Treasurer, President pro teni. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General, 
0. A. Cow gill, Comptroller. 
I tennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands Jfc Immi- 
gration. 
Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, The Attorney General has to attend the U. S. 
Court to he held in Jacksonville March — — - to appear as 
Attorney for the Board of Trustees, I. I. Fund, therefore, 
Be it Resolved, That the said Wm. A. Cocke Attorney 
for this Board be allowed to draw upon the Treasurer of 
the Board for fifty dollars for personal expenses to be in- 
curred while attending the business of the Board. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

D. EAGAN, 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 8, 1873. 
The Board met at the Attorney General's office. 
Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Denis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
Letters were received from Francis Vose, Esq., dated. 
March 7 and April 7, making inquiry respiting the em- 
ployment of the Attorney General as counsel for the 
Board and the retaining by him of associate counsel, and 
also suggesting action to be taken by the Board to bring 
into market the Swamp Lands conveyed to the Southern 
Inland Navigation and Improvement Company and those 
reserved from sale for the benefit of the Jacksonville and 
St. Augustine Bail road Company. 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted: 

■ Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of Mr. Vose'a communication and that he 
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be informed that it is true that according to our best judg- 
ment and discretion, we have employed the Attorney Gen- 
eral as counsel of the Board, hut he has retained no asso- 
ciate counsel, and we will take into consideration his sug- 
gestions in relation to the lands. 

On motion, the Hoard adjourned until Wednesday the 
16th inst. at 10 o'clock a. m. 

Attest * 
HUGH A. OOBLEY, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 15, 1873. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's office. 
Present: C. H. FoBter, Treasurer, President pro tem. 
Win. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Land* & 
Immr. 
The minutes of the 8th instant were read and approved- 
Messrs. Williams and Bwann, agents for the selection 
of swamp and overflowed lands, appeared before the 
Board and requested the conveyance of lands to them in 
compensation for the services rendered by them under 
their contract. 

After some time spent in Investigation and discussion 
the Board adjourned until tomorrow morning 10 o'clock. 
Attest: 
HUGH A. COBLEY, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., April 10, 1873. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's office. 
Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro 
tem. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
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■ 

The matters arising under the contract of Messrs. Wil- 
liams & Swann were taken up for consideration, and after 
some time spent in the discussion thereof, the Board 
took a recess until 4 o'clock, p. m. 

4 o'clock p. m.the Board met. 

The further consideration of the matters of Williams 
and Swann was postponed until the next meeting. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter on behalf 
of the Pensacola Republican requesting payment for an 
advertisement of the reduction of the price of Swamp 
Lands. Said advertisement having been published in said 
paper without instructions from the Board or the Sales- 
man, the Board declined to make payment therefor. 

A proposition was received from William H. Kendricfe 
and Julius C. Rockner offering to remove obstructions to 
the Navigation of Caloosahatchie from its mouth to 
Fort Dennud, in consideration of 200,000 acres of Swamp 
Lands. 

Which was read and referred to a commit tt^j con- 
sisting of Messrs. Eagan & Cowgill. 

Application was made on behalf of tlw heirs of 
Benjamin Marshall for the refunding of the pur- 
chase money paid by said Marshall April 16, 
1857, for the entry of Lot No. 4 of Section 35, 
Township 2, North. Range 28 West, said purchase money 
amounting to $48.12. Said Lot had been entered at The 
United States Land office by Sylvester R. Otis, but had 
been selected as Swamp Land and approved as such. • 

Under the provisions of the act oM'ongres* of March 3. 
1857, a patent was issued by the United States to the said 
Otis. 

Ordered, That the entry by Benjamin Marsha]] of Lot 
No. 4, Section 35. Township 2. North, Ranj>e 28, West, 
40-10 acres, made April 16, 1857, be canceled, and that the 
Treasurer of this Board be authorized and instructed to 
refund to the heirs of the said Marshall the amount of 
forty-eight dollars and twelve cents, the purchase money 
paid for said tract. 

An application was received from Zachnriah Seward 
to be allowed to change an enrrv of Swamp Land made 
by him March 13, 1866. to wit. the W£ of 8W± of Section 
21. Township 30, South Range, 22 East, and to enter 
eighty acres of other lands in lien thereof, upon the 



ground that be hud nun If a mistake in his original expli- 
cation and thereby entered a different tract from the one 
he intended to apply for. 

The Board refused to allow the change of entry. 

A letter from J. C. Greeley, Receiver of the .J. J*. & M. 
R. R. addressed tu the Comptroller, with reference to the 
a f counts of said Receiver, was read and placed on file. 

The Secretary laid before the Roard a receipt signed by 
8. B. Conover, Treasurer of the Board, dated March 4, 
iSfAK acknowledging the receipt from E. B. Duncan of 
»50.78 for the purchase of the M:i of SE-J of Section 31, 
Township 12. South. Range 2S Bad : of which entry there 
is no record in the Salesman's office. 

Said receipt was referred to the Treasurer for investiga- 
tion. 

Davis S. Walker. E 8 q-. on behalf of W. V. Henri tert. pre- 
sented to the Board and demanded tlie payment of the 
following bonds issued by the Commissioners of the St. 
Johns and Indian River Canal viz: 

Bonds Xo. 1. 7. 21. 53, 54, 55, 50, 57. 5$. 50, & [>0, of 
$500 each. 

Bonds No. 3 & 4 of $100 each. 

David S. Walker. Esq., presented the claim of James 
O. Speer for payment for services rendered the St. Johns 
and Indian River Canal Commissioners in the selection 
of their lands. 

The Board adjourned until tomorrow evening i o'clock. 
"Attest • 

ni'GlT A. COBLEY, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Pla.. April 17, 1873. 
The Board met jn the Attorney General's office. 

l'resent: Charles II. Foster, Treasurer, 1'resident pro 

tern. 

Wm. Archer Cocke. Attorney General. 

C A. CWgill, Comptroller. 

Den nil* Eagan, Commissioner of J.iinils & Im- 
migration. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
The Treasurer rejwrted verbally thaj the payment by 



23 

E. B. Duncan for the NE| of SE£ Sec turn SI, Township 

*J2, Sooth, Range 28, East, had been regularly entered in 

the accounts of S. B. Conover as Treasurer of the Board. 

The Board resumed the consideration of the natters re- 
lating to the contract of Messrs. Williams and Swann for 
selecting Swamp lands. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution : 

Whereas, Messrs. Williams and Swann have selected 
2,312, 512-81 acres of Swamp Lands for the State of Flor- 
ida, and this Board has agreed to pay them two cents per 
acre for such selections to he paid in cash less 20 per cent, 
or in lands belonging to the Board at £1.00 ]x?r acre the 
payment of said selections amounting to $4(1.250 .2(5 and 
they have already received the sum of $19,340.00 in lands 
in deeds and certificates, leaving a balance of $20,000.36 
due. 

Resolved, That deeds he made to them for 16,900.36 
from time to time as they may demand them, and that 
the balance of 10,000 acres due them will be conveyed 
whenever they furnish the necessary Truct-Books and 
such further evidence as the Department may require to 
secure patentB to lands selected by them. 

Upon the adoption of the resolution the vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Foster, Cocke, Cowgill and Eagnu.--4. 

Nays — None. 

So the Resolution was adopted. 

The following communication was made by Messrs. Wil- 
liams and Swann: 
To the Trustees' of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 

State of Florida : 
Gentlemen : 

We hereby respectfully request that we he discharged 
from our contract with you for the further selection of 
Swamp and Overflowed Lands, understanding such to be 
your desire. WILLIAMS AND SWANN. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the application of Messrs. Williams & 
Swann to be discharged from the contract, for the further 
selection of swamp and overflowed lands be and the same 
is hereby accepted. 

The following proposition was made to the Board by 
Mareellus A. Williams, Samuel A. Swann and Hugh A. 
Corley : 
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To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida ; 
Gentlemen : — 

The undersigned propose to your Board to examine arid 
locate all the land?, not already selected and located, 
which inure to the State as Swamp and Overliowcd Lands 
under the act of Congress approved September 28, "; 850, 
entitled "An act to enable the State of Arkansas 
and other States to reclaim the Swamp and Overllowed 
Lands within thefc* limits." To file with 
the Surveyor General of Florida lists of such selections 
sworn to in the manner prescribed by the authorities of 
the United States Government, or such evidence of the 
character of such lands as may be required by the proper 
officers in order to establish the right of the State 
thereto; and to file in the State Land office lists of such 
selections and copies of the official plats of survey show- 
ing the selections so made, and also Tract Books contain- 
ing such selections, similar to those heretofore furnished 
by selecting agents. 

We further propose to take the necessary measures to 
obtain for the State, whatever may be due in money or 
lands as reclamation for swamp lands sold by the United 
States after September 28. 1S50, and to select for the 
State such lands as may be ascertained to be due the 
State as such reclamation. To take men su res to procure 
for thp State the patents for swamp lands heretofore se- 
lected but not patented on account of deficiency of testi- 
mony or for other reasons. To procure the approval to 
the State of the remaining lands due for the purpose of 
Internal Improvement under the act of September 4, 
1S41, and select such other lands* :ts are necessary to com- 
plete the quantity nf 500,1100 acres originally granted 
under said act. And generally to perform nil the labor in 
the field, office and elsewherp, necessary to secure a full 
and complete adjustment of the claims of the State 
against the United States arising under the grants made 
in the acts of September 4, 1S41, September 28, 1850 and 
other acts of Congress relating to Swamp and Internal 
Improvement Lands. 

We make the above proposition on the following terms, 
to- wit : 



For all Lande selected by us and patented to the State, 
we are to be paid as follows : 

Either two cents per acre payable in lands hereafter 
to be patented; or 

One and a hart cents per acre, payable in any Swamp 
Lands. 

Nothing to be paid for services in procuring the con- 
firmation of former selection*. 

Very respectfully. 

M. A. WILLIAMS, 
SAML. A. SWANN, 
HUGH A. CORLEY. 
The Board adjourned until next Tuesday 10 o'clock A. 
M. 
Attest ■ 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., April 22, 1873. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Charles H. FoBter, Treasurer, President pro 
tern. 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the 17th instant were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following papers were laid before the Board, viz : 

A communication from D. L. Ynlee, President of the 
Southern Florida Railway, dated February 14, 1873, en- 
closing a duplicate of a letter from him as such President 
dated December 26, 1871, by which said Company ac- 
cepted the provisions of the Internal Improvement Act — 
Said letters are as follows, to-wit: 

Office of the Southern Florida Railway, 
Fernandina, Feb. 14, 1873. 
To tbe Trustees of the Infernal Improvement Fund of 

the State of Florida : 

Dear Sirs : — 

Finding that the communication made by this Com- 
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pany lo the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
ob the 2Gth Deer. 1ST I. was not to be fou»d among the 
files turned over lo the present officers, so far as search 
i -oil Id he made while I was recently at Tallahassee, I 
herewith enclose to you a duplicate of the same, and 
hereby renew and confirm the contents thereof. Be so 
good as to canoe this letter with the enclosure to be placed 
on file, and ai-knowledge the receipt. 

I am respectfully Yr. obt St. 

I). L. YULEE, Prw. 8n. Fla. Ry. 
(Duplicate). 

Fernandina, Deer. 26, 1871. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 
namely: The Governor, the State Treasurer, Comptroller 
of l'uttlk" Account*, Attorney General and Register of 
State Lands. 

Gentlemen: T \*eg leave to notify yon that the South- 
ern Florida Railway Company has been incorporated un- 
der the general law of the Htate for the purpose of con- 
structing a part of the lines provided for in 
yoar trust : and that they propose to proceed with 
the const Diction of that part of the line lying between 
Amelia Island on the Atlantic and the waters of Tampa 
Bay, in Sonth Florida, which lies betweeu Waldo and 
Oca la. and the const tuition afterwards also of the part 
Mouth thereof to Tampa, if not sooner built by others; 
and that the Company will construct the same under the 
provisions of the act entitled An Act to provide for and en 
courage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in this 
State, approved .lanuary fi. 1855. of which act and all its 
provisions the said Southern Florida Railway Company 
make full acceptance, and hereby notify you of the same. 
I have the honor to be Yr Hervt. 
D. L: YULEE, 
F resident Southern Florida Railway. 

Ordered, That the foregoing communications he spread 
upon the minutes and placed on the file and that the Sec- 
retary notify Hon. D. L. Yulee of their receipt and the 
action taken. 

Also, the following order and receipt : 
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Jacksonville, Feb. 6, 1873. 
To Gbv, 0. B. Hart : 

Dear Sir-. — You will be kind enough to pay to General 
H. B. Jackson any amonnt in your hands paid you by D. 
L. Tulee on account of Sinking Fund of "Atlantic Gulf, 
and West India Transit Company" (formerly Florida 
Kailroad) and this will be a receipt to you for the mw. 

Yours respectfully, 
A. DOGGETT, Receiver "l. I, F. 
{ Indorsed ) . 
Tallahassee, Fcbr. 10th, 1873. 
Received from Gov. O. B. Hart an order signed by D. 
L, Yulee V, P. and directed to James M. Baker, Solicitor 
of the U, S. Circuit, for eleven hundred and forty dollars 
(|1,140.00) which when paid will be in full of the within. 

HENRY R. JACKSON. 

Ordered, That the above order and endorsement be 
spread upon the minutes and filed by the Treasurer of the 
Board. 

Also, a communication from T). L. Yulee. President of 
the South Florida Railway Company dated Feb. 11, 1873, 
requesting that the further sale of lands lying within six 
miles of their line of Road be suspended until lists can 
be prepared of the portion to which said Company is en- 
titled, and that a statement be furnished of the lands 
within six miles of the road which have been sold since 
the 3rd of January, 1873. Ordered, That said communi- 
cation be referred to the Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Also a communication from D. L. Yulee, Vice President 
of the Atlantic and Gulf and West India Transit Com- 
pany dated March 3, 1873, with regard to a projKised "n- 
vestment of the Sinking Fund of the Florida Kailroad 
Company in the guaranteed Bonds of said Company held 
by Francis Yose; which was read and placed on file. 

Mr. Cocke stated to the Board his intention to go to 
Jacksonville this week for the purpose of attending to cer- 
tain matters of litigation in which the Trustees are par- 
ties; whereupon on motion of Mr. Cowgill, it was 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Board pay to the 
Attorney General fifty dollars on account of professional 
services and personal traveling expenses. 



The proposition of Messrs. Williams, Swarm ft Corley 
for the selection of Swamp Lands was referred to the 
Commissioner of I, a mis & Immigration. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 
HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 30, 1S73. 

The Board met at the residence of Attorney General 
Cocke. 

Present : Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro 
tem. 
C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 
Wni. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner called the attention of the Board to 
the fact that he had received a letter from F. A. Dockrny, 
E»q., on behfdf of the Jacksonville and St. Augustine 
Railroad Company, demanding the withdrawal from 
market of the land« emhraced in a schedule filed by said 
Company August 23. 1872, being selected by said Com- 
pany under their contract with the Trustee* of March 8, 
1872, to make up the deficiencies existing in the odd-num- 
bered Sections within six miles of said Road; and thu 
Commissio»er requested the instructions of the Board 
with reference thereto. 

The following preamble and resolution were unani- 
raonely adopted: 

Whereax. We believe that the contract made with the 
Jacksonville and St. Augustine Railroad Company March 
8, 1872, so far as it jjrants to said Company the Swamp 
and Overflowed Lands in the odd-numbered Sections with- 
in six miles of said Road and branches, and authorizes 
said Company to select other )<inds to make up the quan- 
tity of 640 acres for each odd-numbered Section not con- 
taining that quantity of unBold swamp lands, is illegal 
and invalid; 

Therefore Rftolr-ed. That the Commissioner of Lamia 
and Immigration be instructed not to withdraw from 



market the lands embraced in the Schedule filed by Raid 
Company August 23, 1872, such lands being a portion of 
said grant; and that all the lands already granted and 
withdrawn from market under Baid contract shall be paid 
for at the price fixed upon by said Company and the 
Trustees in said Contract. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
i 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 10, 1873. 
The Board met at the residence of Attorney General 
Oocke. 
Present: C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 

Win. Archer Cocke, Attorney Geueral. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

On motion Mr. Eagan was chosen President pro torn. 

The minutes of April 30 were read and corrected. 

An application was received from the Jacksonville and 
St. Augustine Railroad Company for the purchase of 
lands to aid in the construction of said Road. Whereupon 
the following Resolutions were offered : 

Whereas, Application has been made to this Board by 
the Jacksonville and Saint Augustine Railroad Company 
for the purchase of lands to aid the construction of said 
Railroad and its branches; 

Asm Whereas, It has been made to appear satisfacto- 
rily to this Board that the building of said line of rail- 
road will result in reclaiming a large quantity of the pub- 
lie lands held in trust by this Board, so that said lands 
will thereby be rendered fit for cultivation, opened to 
easy and direct communication and made highly desira- 
ble for settlement; 

And Whereas, To successfully accomplish the enter- 
prise projected and authorized by the charter of the said 
Railroad Company is an undertaking worthy of the lib- 
eral support and encouragement of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, so far as said enterprise is calculated to aid 
in accomplishing the purposes of (he trust held by this 
Board, to-wit: the drainage of the Swamp and Overflowed 
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Lands and to provide means for the actual settlement and 
cultivation of ;ill tin- lauds held in trust for Internal Im- 
provements ; 

Awn Whereas, It is of the greatest importance to the 
Fund that the lands held iu Trust be so disposed of as 
will inure most Iteneficiully and speedily to the Internal 
Improvement Fund. It is therefore 

Resolved, That all the odd and even-numbered Sections 
of the Swamp and Overflom*ed Lands for six miles in 
width on each side of Raid Railroad, and all the odd and 
even numbered Sections of said lands not heretofore sold 
or disposed of in Township Seven (7), South, of Ranges 
Twenty -seven (27), Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-nine 
(29) East, and in Township Eight (8), South, of Ranges 
Twenty -seven (27), Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty -nine 
(29) East and in Township Nine (9) South of Ranges 
Twenty-seven (27) Tweuty -eight (28) and Twenty-nine 
(29) East nud in Township ten (10), South of ranges 
Tweuty-scven (27) Twenty-oigbt (28) Twenty-nine (29) 
and Thirty (30) East be and are herehy sold 
to the said Railroad Company for ninety-six dol- 
lars ($90) |-t r section of six hundred and forty (64IH 
acres; and the titles to said lands shall be transferred to, 
and shall vest in said Company in fee simple, as follows: 
On the completion of every five miles of road and on pay- 
ment of one seventh of the total amount herein contracted 
to be paid by said Railroad Company for the lands hereby 
sold, then the title to one seventh of the whole quantity 
of lands sold to snid Company shall be transferred to and 
vest in said Company • and so on for each and every five 
miles of road completed; or the titie to all of the lands 
hereby sold shall vest in the said Railroad Company on 
payment of the total amount contracted to be paid for all 
the lands with a guarantee which shall be satinfactorv to 
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 
of the building of the road ; and it ia expressly understood 
as a condition of this contract that the said Jacksonville 
and Saint Augustine Railroad Company assumes no in- 
debtedness for which said lands are pledged or mortgaged 
in law to the unpaid creditors of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, but that on the payment of the aforesaid sum 
of niueiv ^is dollars if 96) per Rection. as aforesaid, any 
or alt liens under which said lands now exist are fully 
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and completely discharged and removed. 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration do reserve from sale or entry all the lands herein 
sold to the Jacksonville and Saint Augustine Sailroad 
Company whenever the said Company shall file in the of- 
fice of said Commissioner a map indicating the route of 
said road and its branches, or shall file an accurate de- 
scription of said Route, indicating Townships, Ranges, 
Sections and fractional parts of Sections through which 
the line of said road shall be built. 

Resolved further, That said railroad Bhall be com- 
menced on or before January 1st, A. P. 1874, and com- 
pleted within one year thereafter. Upon the question 
of adopting said resolution the vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Engan, Cocke and Cowgill (3). 

Nays — Xone. 

So the Resolutions were adopted. 

On motion it was ordered, That the President and Sec- 
retary notify F. A. Dockray of the adoption of said reso 
hit ions, and that the Board are ready to execute the con- 
tract. 

Mr. Eagan, to whom was referred the proposition of 
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Cor ley for the Selection of 
Swamp and Internal Improvement Lands, reported to 
the Board an amended or modified proposition, and 
recommended that it be accepted. Said proposition is as 
follows : 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund, of the State of Florida : 

Gentlemen : — 

We propose to your Board to examine and locate all 
lands inuring to the State of Florida as Swamp and 
overflowed Lands under the act of September 28, 1850, 
and to select the Lands due the State for the purpose of 
Internal Improvement under the Act of September 4, 
1841. To file with the proper officers of the United 
States lists of selections of Swamp Lands with such evi- 
dence as may be necessary to establish the claim of the 
State thereto; and to file in the State Land office lists 
of all the lands Belectedi either as Swamp Lands or In- 
ternal Improvement Lands with Township plats showing 
such selections, and also Tract Books similar to those 
heretofore furnished by Selecting Agents. 



" 
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We further propose to assist the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration in procuring a full settlement 
•of the claims of the State against the United 
States for 'Swamp and Internal Improvement Lands, and 
to furnish such evidence as may be necessary to enable 
the State to obtain the lands or reclamation money that 
may be due under the Act of Congress of March 2nd, 
1855. For these services we ask to be paid as follows: 

Two cents per acre for all Lands selected by us and 
patented to the State, payable in lands hereafter to be 
patented; or, one and a half cents per acre for all lands 
selected by us and patented to the State, payable in any 
Swamp Lands. 

Verv respectfullv, 
WILLIAMS, SWANN AND COBLET, 

Per HUGH A. CORLEY. 

On motion said proposition was accepted, the payment 
to be made at the rate of two cents per acre for all Lands 
selected by Williams, Swann and Corley, and patented 
to the State, payable in lands hereafter to be patented 
and the Attorney General was requested to prepare a 
contract for execution. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 16, 1873. 
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General. 

Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro 

tern. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, 
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General. 
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & 

Immigration. 

The minutes of the proceedings of May 10th were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller of the State 
of Florida and member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund of the State, be and he is 
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hereby constituted tlie agent and Attorney of this. Board, 
and directed to proceed to the city of New York, and 
there to demand, collect and take into his possession all 
moneys, bonds and funds belonging to or under the con- 
trol of this Board and in the hands and possession of 
any person or persons in said City of New York, and 
especially to collect and receive from Moses Taylor, late 
agent of the Board or from aay Court or Receiver, the 
money, funds or bonds in his or their possession belong- 
ing to or subject to the control of this Board, or which 
may be placed under the control of this Board, by the 
adjudication of any Court; and to accomplish this par- 
pose he is directed and empowered to take any measures 
in his judgment necessary by the employment of or 
change of counsel, or otherwise. 

Mr, Hugh A. Coilcy tendered his resignation as Sec- 
retary of the Board, t o take effect after today, which was 
accepted. 

Mr, Eagan offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That C. H. Foster, Treasurer of this Board, 
be and he is hereby authorized to pay the incidental and 
all other expenses necessary for the management and 
sale of lands belonging to the Internal Improvement 
Fund upon the same being audited by the Board. 

On motion of Mr. Eagan it was — 

Ordered, That the Treasurer be required to give a bond 
fn the penal earn of ten thousand dollars for the faithful 
discharge of his duties. 

Notice wsb given to the Board that Julius C. Rock- 
oner, of Polk County, Florida, had purchased the interest 
and share of James D. Green iu the Pease Creek Emi- 
grant & Agricultural Company, and that Thomas Mkd- 
dox, of Cincinnati, Ohio, had purchased the interest and 
share of Aaron Barnett in said Company; and Mr. C. A. 
Cowgill presented a power of attorney executed by the 
said Julius C. Rockener and Thomas Maddox tuthoriz- 
ing him in their names to sign, seal and execute the bond 
heretofore made by Frederick Filer and others for the 
faithful performance of the contract made by said Com- 
pany with the Trustees of the Internal- improvement 

3 I.I. 
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Fund, in lieu of the said Jauies D. C5reeu and Aaron Bar- 
ntti. 

Whereupon the following Resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That this Hoard will release James D. Green 
and Aarun Harnett from the bond executed by them in 
connection with other parties for the faithful perform- 
ance by the Tease Creek Emigrant and Agricultural 
Company of their contract with the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, when said bond shall be 
signed bv or un ln-lnilf nf Julius C. Kuckeiier and Thomas 
Maddux in place of the said Green aud Harnett. 

Mr. Cowgill therett|H)ii signed and sealed said bond on 
behalf of Julius C Ruckeuer and Thomas Maddox, and 
filed wiili tlie Hoard the Power of Attorney authorizing 
such signature. 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That from and after the first of June the 
salary of the Treasurer of this Hoard shall be five hun- 
dred dollars j»er annum and the salary of the Secretary 
shall be two hundred aud liftv dollars per annum, paya- 
ble quarterly. 

A petition was received from Messrs. Williams and 
S wan 11 for the cancellation of an entry made by them 
September 12, 1871, aud assigned by them to James A. 
Macdonald (John A. Mncdonald) for reasons set forth 
in a communication by them. 

The consideration of said petition was postponed. 

A communication was received from Benjamin O. 
Grenad proposing to contract with the Trustees for the 
removal of obstructions to the navigation to the With- 
lachoochee River from its mouth to Lake Panasofkeej 
which was read and placed on file. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, 
Secretarv. 



The following is the contract made and entered into 
with Meslrs.' Williams, Swann and Corley for the selec- 
tion of State Lands in compliance with a resolution of 
May 10, 1873. 
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This Agreement made this eighteenth day of May eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-three, between the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida 
of the one part, and Marcel Ins A. Williams. Samuel A. 
Swann, and Hugh A. Corley of the other part, Witnesseth 
That the said Trustees do hereby contract with and em- 
ploy the said Williams, Swann and Corley to examine, 
select and locate for the State of Florida all the lands to 
which said State is entitled under the provision of the 
a<?t of Congress approved September 28th, 1850. entitled 
"An Act to enable the State of Arkansas and other 
States, to reclaim the Swamp and Overflowed Lands 
within their limits'' and the act of Congress approved 
September 4, 1841, entitled ''An Act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of public lands, and to grant pre- 
emption rights." And the said Marcellus A. Williams. 
Samuel A. Swann and Hugh A. Corley do covenant and 
agree to use all due and proper diligence in securing for 
the State the lands granted by the acts of Congress afore, 
said, and that they will execute the duties contemplated 
in said acts to be done on behalf of the State, that they 
will file in the office of the Surveyor General of Florida 
lists of all the swamp and overflowed lands selected by 
them with such evidence of the character of said lands 
and in such form as is now or may hereafter be pre- 
scribed by the proper authority of the United States, and 
that they will file in the State land office lists of all se- 
lections made by them and copies of the official plats of 
Survey of the Township embracing the swamp lands se- 
lected, and traiet books embracing and describing the 
same. And the said Williams, Swann and Corley do fur- 
ther promise and agree that they will furnish the evi- 
dence necessary to establish the character of the lands 
for which the State claims indemnity under the provis- 
ions of the acts of Congress approved March 2nd, 1855, and 
March 3rd, 1857, and will render their assistance to the 
said Trustees and particularly to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration in procuring a complete adjust- 
ment of all the claims of the State arising under the 
provisions of any of said acts of Congress, and will aid 
and assist andi co-operate with said Commissioner in en- 
deavoring to procure for the State all the lands or moneys 
properly inuring to said State under said acts performing 
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such duties as may be required for the confirmation of 
the title ol the State to lauds which have already been 
selected and locating such as have not been heretofore 
selected. And it is hereby stipulated and agreed that the 
said Williams. Swann ft Corley shall lw allowed and en- 
titled to receive as COntptftMliOB for their services in the 
premises, two cents per acre for all the lands which they 
shall select under this agreement and which shall be 
patented to the State of Florida to l>e paid in Lands 
hereafter to be patented to the State at the market price 
thereof at the time of payment. 

In witness whereof the said parties have signed and 
sealed this contract in duplicate the day and year first 
above mentioned. 

(Signed) OSSIAN" B. HART. Governor, [Seal.] 

O. A. COWti'ILL. Comptroller, [Seal 

CBAS. n. FOSTER, Treasurer, [Seal 

\V. A. COCKE, Atty. Gcnl. I Seal 

D. EAGAN'. Com. L. & I. [Seal 

M. A. WILLIAMS. [Seal 

SAML. A. HWANN, [Seal 

HUGH A. COBLEY. [Seal 



] 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 14, 1873. 
The Board met at the office of the Attorney General. 
Present: C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, 

Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen I. 

D. Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immr, 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, the Atty. General was 
chosen President pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, I). Eagan Commissioner of 
Lands & Immigration was elected permanent Secretary 
of the Board to date from June 1st, 1873, 

The minutes of the proceedings of May 16th was read 
and approved. 

The report of C. A. Cowgill Comptroller of his doings 
while in New York City under resolution of May 16, 
1873, was read ami received, which is as follows * 
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Tallahassee, Fla., July 14, 1873. 
Gentlemen :j . 

I have honor to report that in compliance with instruc- 
tion from the Trustees I attempted when in New York 
last month to obtain possession of the remnant of the 
sum arisiDg from the sale of the Fla. B. R. and placed 
in the custody of Moses Taylor for the purchase of the 
Florida R. R, Bonds. This money (a sum of $25,000) had 
been taken from the possession of Moses Taylor and plac- 
ed in the hands of Mr. Coleman a receiver appointed by 
Judge Bernard, to await the result of a suit brought by 
Mr. Yose against Harrison Reed and others to compel ihe 
application of this money to the payment of past due 
coupons of the said Bonds. 

Lait month the court of appeals of New York decided 
adversely to Mr. Vose, and I immediately attempted to 
obtain the money from the receiver, the sum being noiv*, 
after the lawyers fee are paid about f 16,000, and there 
would have been no difficulty in accomplishing so desira- 
ble a result had the receiver been in New York ; but he left 
this country more than a year ago to avoid trial of euit 
brought against him for corrupt practice as a member of 
the Tweed Ring. Mr. Diekerson informs me that Cole- 
man's securities are good aud that the money will In? ob- 
tained, although it may be D c cc a sa ry to sue upon his 
bond. I transferred my power of Atty to Mr. Diekerson 
who promised! to take prompt measures to collect the 
money and transmit it to the Treasurer of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. 

I found that Mr. Diekerson had been a; ting as counrel 
for the Trustees, his last act being to present a state- 
ment of ease before the X. Y. Court of AppeaU, a copy of 
which accompanies this letter. 

Yery respectfully, 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Comptroller. 
To Trustees Int. Imp. Fund. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgifl — - 

The Secretary was instructed to notify Messrs. Am- 
bler & Bridges, tlitit the Trustees of the Int. Imp. Fund 
were informed that Mr. Doc-knrv had withdrawn from 
the J. & m. A. R. R. Co. and that he would make 
no further effort to secure the completion of said Road,. 
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and that unless they could assure the Trustees that im- 
mediate steps would lie taken to secure the early com* 
pletion of the road that the grant of land made by the 
Trustees to aid in building said road would be re- 
scinded and the said lands will be placed in market sub- 
ject to sale as other State lands. 

An application was received from Messrs. Henderson 
& Henderson. Attys ;it Tampa on behalf of F. J. Wiley & 
XV. G. Aitken asking that Wiley & Aitken be allowed to 
change an entry of swamp lands made bv them Oct. 28, 
XS70, from WXo. 2 See. 35, T. 30 S.. E. 15 E. to Lot 
No. 2 Section 35 T. 90 S.. R. 18 E. which land was in- 
tended to be entered by them. The Board refused to 
make the change for the reason that the records of the 
State laud office shows that Lot Xo. 2 Section 35, T. 30 
S., It. 15 E. was the land applied for by Messrs. Wiley and 
Aitken besides the change tcan not be made as Lot No. 2 
Section 35, T. 311 S. R. 18 E. is not State but Govern- 
ment land. The Secretary was instructed to so notify 
the parties and to say that proper deeds would be made 
to them for Lot Xo. 2 Sec. 35 T. .10 S. R. 15 E. 

Mr. Eagan offered tbe following resolution: 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That from and after tbe 1st Sept. next the 
price of Swamp and overflowed lands should be as foL- 
lows : 

For Forty acres one dollar per acre. For more than 
forty and not exceeding eighty acres ninety cents per 
acre. For more than eighty and not exceeding two hun- 
dred acres eighty cents per a>cre. For more than two 
hundred and not exceeding six hundred and forty acres 
seventy-five cents per acre. 

For more than six hundred and forty acres seventy 
cents per acre. 

But all entries of land at less than one dollar per acre, 
shall not be in detached parcels but must be in compact 
bodies, unless the entervening lands are other tLan 
swamp lands. 

Provided, however, that any application now on file 
may be entered at the present price, of seventy-five cents 
per acre at any time prior to the 1st day of September 
next and provided farther that any entry of any regular 
sub-division of a section the price per acre shall be fixed 



upon the estimate of six hundred and forty acres to the 
section, without regard to any excess or deficiency of 
acres. 

On motion, it was ordered that the above resolution 
be published in the Tallahassee Sentinel, Jacksonville 
Union and Fensacola Express. 

Mr. Eagau offered the following resolution ; 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That M. A. Williams, S. A. Swann and Hugh 
A. Corley be and they are hereby appointed agents of the 
Board for the sale of swamp lands and that as such 
agents they will be allowed as compensation for their 
services a commission of ten per cent, on the first ten 
thousand dollars worth of lands they may sell eight per 
cent, on the next five thousand dollars worth ; ' six per 
cent on the next five thousand dollars and five per cent, 
on the balance, but they shall not be allowed any commis- 
sions on the sales of hind in tracts of one hundred and 
sixty acres or less. 

The commissions above specified to be retained by them 
when the entries are made and the said agents are hereby 
authorized and requested to use their endeavors to protect 
from trespass the land.* belonging to the Internal Im- 
provement Fund and to ascertain and report the names 
of such persons as have or may hereafter trespass upon 
said lands and the said agents are hereby authorized on 
behalf of this Board in "our name to prosecute all such 
persons either by procuring indictments or bringing civil 
suits for the recovery of damages, as they may deem ad- 
visable, and when any person shall have committed such 
trespass through inadvertance or mistake or when in any 
case the interest of the Fund and public justice would 
not be promoted by prosecuting the same before the 
Courts, the said agents shall be and they are hereby al- 
lowed to compromise such trespass and receive the dam- 
ages. Provided, however, that such trespass era shall in all 
cases be required to pay for the lands trespassed upon 
at not less than one dollar per acre. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill it was 

Ordered that the appointment of Geo. H. Mercer as 
agent for the sale of State lands be and the same i« here- 
by revoked. 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution: 

Which was unanimously adopted. 
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Resolved, That D. Eagan Comr. of Lands & Immigra- 
tion for the State of Florida be and he is hereby directed 
to proceed to Washington and tate all the necessary 
steps on behalf of the State to settle all claims of the 
State with the Department of the Interior of the United 
States arising tinder the several act** of Congress donat- 
ing lands to the State and to receive for the State all 
warrants Patents or moneys that may have accrued to 
the State under any of the acts of Congress, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Williams, Swann and Cm-ley 
agents of the Board of Internal Improvement Fund for 
the Selection of State lauds be and they are hereby re- 
quested to act in conjunction with I>. Engan of Lands 
&. Immigration, and to aid said Commissioner in adjust- 
ing such claims of the State as may come before them. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill it was ordered that the 
Treasurer of this Board pay to D. Eagan Commissioner 
of Lands & Immigration one hundred and thirty Dollars 
for the purpose of defraying his expenses to Washington 
& return. 

The Petition of S. M. Gary asking that the purchase 
money paid by hi in for the SEJ of NWA. section 26 T. 15 
8. R. 23 E, be refunded for the reason that said land is 
improperly designated on the maps and Plats of the State 
land office & by said misrepresentation on the Public 
maps he was lead to enter sninc. when upon actual sur- 
vey it was found to other than the lands he wanted 
was referred to Commissi oner of Lands & Immigration 
with a request that he investigate & report whether iucb. 
land is impropeph' designate* on the maps. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 

P. EAGAN, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., July 22, 1873. 
A called meeting of the Trustees of the Int. Imp, Fund 
was held in the office of the State Treasurer. 
Present: <\ II. Foster. State Treasurer. 
W. A. Cocke. Atty Genl. 
C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 
C. H. Foster Acting sir chairman £ 
C. A. Cowgill as Secretary. 
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Edward Houston by his Attorney D. S. Walker, deliv- 
ered to the Trustees one hundred and eight of the first 
mortgage bonds of the Florida Atlantic and Golf Cen- 
tral 11. Koad Co.. all said bonds being signal by the 
President of said Co., on Sept. 1, 1857, and all for one 
thousand dollars each, all issued under the Act of Jany 
6, 1855, & all certified by the Trustees of the Int. Imp. 
Fund of the State of Florida according io the provision 
of said act & all having coupons attached thereto as here- 
after described, each coupon being for the sum of thirty- 
five dollars, said bonds & coupons being the same which 
were taken up by said Houston as special agent of the 
Trustees with funds furnished to him by them, the cou- 
pons now on said bonds being all that were on them at 
the several and different dates & times when said bonds 
were purchased & taken up by said agent as reported by 
him. 

Whereupon it was ordered by the Trustees that said 
bonds & coupons be cancelled. And thereupon each of said 
bonds & coupons wag cancelled, in the presence of the 
Trustees by punching sundry holes in each of said bonds 
&. each of s t iid coupons with the cancelling instrument 
of the Trustees. 

And it was further ordered that each nf said bonds & 
each of said coupons so cancelled he preserved by the 
Treasurer of the Trustees to be burned or otherwise de- 
stroyed as may hereafter be directed. 

And it was further ordered that the Secretary of the 
Trustees furnish said Houston with a copy of these pro- 
ceedings. 

2S of said bonds has each 60 coupons attached to it of 
|35 each, the first of said coupons fell due March 1st 
1863. said bonds are numbered as follows: 02. 03, «il. 65, 
66. 67, 68. 6ft. 70. 71. 72. 73, 74, 75. 76, 77, 78, 79, 80. 8l. 
82, 83. 84, 238. 239. 240, 241, 393, 394. 

2 of said bonds have each 59 coupons of |35 each at- 
tached to it. the first of which fell due on Sept. 1. 1863, 
said bonds are nmnl>ered as follows. 129 & 323. 

43 of said bonds have each 49 coupons attached to it of 
♦35 each, the first of which fell due on Sept. 1. 1868. said 
bonds are numbered as follows, viz: 90. 96, 97, 9S, J28, 
130, 311. 312. 317, 318. 336. 337. 338. 307, 398. 507. 525, 
526, 527, 528, 529, 530, 531, 532, 533, 534, 535, 536, 537, 
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538, 543, 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 553, 
554, 555. 

1 of said bonds has 48 coupons attached to it. of $35 
each, the first of which fell due March 1, 1S69, said bond 
is numbered 100. 

6 of said bonds have each 46 coupons attached to it, the 
first of which fell due March 1, 1870, said bonds are num- 
bered 109. Ill, 151, 152, 173, 363. 

5 of said bonds have each 45 coupons attached to it of 
|35 each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1870, said 
bonds are numbered 108, 110, 112, 113, 117. 

7 of said bonds have 45 coupons attached to each, the 
first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1S70. said bonds are it um- 
bered as follows : 54, 148, 149, 150. 51, 52, 53. 

2 of said bonds have 43 coupons of $35 each attached 
to each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1. 1871. The 
numbers of paid bonds are as follows : 222. 223. 

1 of said bond has 41 coupons of $35 each attached to it 
the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1872, the number of said 
bond is 114. 

10 of said bonds have 41 coupons of ¥35 each attached 
to each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, IS71, The 
number of said bonds are as follows, viz: 493, 494, 495, 
496, 497. 498, 499. 500. 501, 510. 

2 of said bonds have 43 coupons attached to each of $35 
each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1871. Said bonds 
are numbered as follows; 55 &56. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 
C. A. COWGILL, Comptroller. 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Fla., July 29th, 1873. 
A called meeting of the Trustees was hel4 in the office 
of the Attorney General. 
Present : C. H. Foster, Treasurer. 

W. A. Cocfce. Atty. Genl. & 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt, 
The Treasurer presented his bond as Treus. of the 
Trustees for $10,000. signed by himself, W. B. Pettis, M. 
L. Stearns & J. W. Gilbert, which was approved and or- 
dered to be filed. 
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The following accounts were presented, allowed & or- 
dered to be paid by the Treasurer: 

To * 

D. Eagan, for express charges f 2 50 

S. L. Tibbetts, postage to May 10 17 11 

S. L. Tibbetts, postage on May 16 . 15 00 

J. J. Yokum. binding bonk nf patents. 1 50 

J. McDougal, book for Treas 1 50 

A communication from 

Benj. O. Grenad, John G. Chambers & J. A. Lee, 

Enclosing articles of incorporation to remove obstruc- 
tions from the Withlacoochee river — consideration post- 
poned. Also a letter from Williams, Swann & Corley ac- 
cepting the agency for the sale of land. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

C. A. CO WO ILL, 

Secy, pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Oct 25th. 1S73, 

The Board met at the office of the Attorney General. 

Present: C, A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
D. Eagan, Commr, L. & I. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, Atty. General Cwrke was 
chosen chairman pro tem. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
of A. Doggett, Receiver, relative to the money now in the 
hands of J. H. Coleman of Bf. Y.. asking that the Board 
order the said Coleman to turn over the money held or 
controlled by him and belonging to the Board to him as 
receiver in compliance with the Decree of N. Y. Court. 

Also a commimication of F. Vose joining Mr. Doggett 
in asking for the order and stating the impropriety of 
aontinning Mr. Dickerson as Attorney for the Board in 
New York. 

The communications were read, discussed and further 
consideration postponed until next meeting. 

The petition of S. M. Gary alleging that a certain entry 
of land made by him on the 10th of May, 1873, was im- 
properly designated by the maps and by snch mlsrepre* 
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sentaiion the petitioner entered other lands than those 
intended and asks that such entry be cancelled and the 
purchase money refunded, was referred to the Comr. of 
Lands & Immigration, who reported that the Lands in 
question were properly designated on the plats and near 
the lands applied for and recommended that the prayer 
of the petition be denied. 

Which was unanimously ordered by the Board. 

The Comr. of t^inds & Immigration reported on the com- 
munication of D. L. Yulee asking that certain lands 
along the line of the Florida Railroad running South from 
Waldo be withdrawn from market. Recommends that 
the lands not be withdrawn until the said Railroad has 
furnished the Trustees with a list of the Lands claimed 
by them which report together with letter of Sir. Yulee 
was referred to the Atty. General. 

On motion the Board adjourned until 4 p. m- 



The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Eagan presented ihe following accounts: 

Postage for the Land office. |37 25 

C. H. Walton— printing blanks, 4c 46 00 

Express charges in Land office 2 05 

E. V. C. Wofford copying 2 00 

S, L. Tibbitts— Stationery 13 25 

Which were allowed and ordered to be paid by Treas- 
urer. 

After spending some time in discussing the different 
suits now pending before the Courts in which the Board 
is a party interested, and the best method looking to- 
wards a final adjustment of same the Board adjourned. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. November let, 1873. 
The Board met in the office of the Attorney Genl. when 
were present — 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
We A. Cocke, Attorney General. 
Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer. 
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Mr. Cocke acted as President and Mr. Cowgill aa Sec- 
retary pro tem. 

Mr. Cocke presented the Bill for |30, of J- C. Town- 
send clerk of U. S. Court, for copying a Bill of complaint 
of E. C. Anderson and others Complainants vs. O. B. 
Hart and others Defendants. 

Said copy of bill was for the use of the Attorney of the 
Trustees and was ordered to bet paid. 

Upon motion of Mr. Cowgill it was ordered, 

That $50 be paid to Mr. Cocke, Atty-Uenl. to defray 
his expenses of a visit to Jacksonville opon business of 
the Trustees in the complaint of Anderson & others 
against the Trustees. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla., November 21st, 1873. 
The Board met in the office of the Atty. Genl. when 
were present : 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 

D. Eagan, Comr. of LandB & Immigration. 
The following proposition of Myron L. Mickles was 

read and accepted. 

To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 

the State of Florida — 
Gentlemen 

I respectfully propose to your honorable board that 
you withdraw from sale to other person or persons all 
the Internal Improvement land in Township 18 South of 
Range Thirty East consisting of six thousand nine hun- 
dred and forty nine & 50-100 (6949 50-100) acres, for the 
period of eix mouths from the date hereof; and that I 
may be permitted to purchase all or a part of the same 
in such parcels as I may desire at the rate and price of 
1 1.25 per acre in current money of the United States. 

Provided that within sixty days from the date hereof 
I shall purchase at least five hundred acres of the said 
tracts of laud and pay for the same & in case of my fail- 
ure to make such purchase and payment the withdrawal 
of said lands shall ceaBe. 

Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) MYRON L. MICKLES. 

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 21st, 1873. 
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Mr. Moses J. T»»lor*» request that his entry of the E£ 
of NWj 8ec. :«; T. lit B. R, 29. E, be cancelled on the 
ground that the In ad had been gold and that he !>«■ allowed 
to UBe the money paid for the same ($100) in payment 
for other land, was read and allowed, 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution which wai 
adopted. 

Whereas on the ICth of May A. D. 1873, a Resolution 
of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund au- 
thorized & directed C. A. Cowgill Comptroller, to proceed 
to the City of New York & to demand, collect and receive 
& take into his possession all moneys, bonds & funds be- 
longing to the Board & in pursuance of said resolution 
the said C. A. Cowgill while in Xew York transferred the 
said power to E. N, Di<kerson with the direction that 
the said Dick ergon slum Id. as the Attorney for the Board 
institute the necessary proceedings to obtain said money 
from one Coleman. Receiver who has some $17.000 — in 
his possession & transmit said funds to the Treasurer of 
the Board, and said money not having been obtained by 
said Dickerson; now therefore 

Be it Resolved that an order be given to Aristidea 
Doggett. Receiver appointed by the Hon. W. B. Woods 
Judge of the U. S. Circuit Court for the 5th judicial cir- 
cuit, in the case of Vow? against the Trustees to receive 
the funds belonging to the Trustees now in the posses- 
sion of the said Coleman and the said Aristides Doggett 
as Receiver, shall receipt to the Treasurer of the Trus- 
tees for the sum received and apply said money aa is 
ordered by the decree of the said Judge Woods, 

Resolved. That a copy of this preamble and resolution 
be sent to E. X. Dickinson & that said E. N. Dickinson 
is hereby instructed to aid the Baid A. Doggett, Receiver, 
in obtaining the said money. 

The bill of Dyke & Hon of $12, for printing was pre- 
sented and ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 

D. EAGAN. 1 

Heeretarv. 



47 



Tallahassee, Fla., November 29, 1873. 
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General 
when were present. 

Cbas. H. Foster, Treasurer. 
W. A. Cocke, Attorney General. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
The following Resolution was unanimously adopted, 
viz. 

Besolved, That the Trustees allow W. A. Cocke, At- 
torney for the Trustees one hundred dollars as expenses 
incurred while in attendance upon the U. S. Circuit Court 
at Jacksonville in the case of Vose vs. Trustees, to be 
held in December, 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

C. A. Cowgill, 
Seeretarv. 



Tallahassee, FJa., December 10th, 1873. 
The Board met in the office of Attorney General Cocke 
when were present. 

C. H. Foster, Treas. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
And Dennis Eagaif, Comr. of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
Upon motion Mr. Foster was elected President pro tem. 
It was moved and seconded that the decree recently 
made by the Hon. W. B. Woods Judge of the United 
States for the 5th Judicial Circuit be spread upon the 
Record. 
Upon motion said decree was read. 
The following communication from Messrs. Williams, 
Swann and Corley was then read — viz. 

Tallahassee, Florida, Dec. 9th, 1873. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida — 
Gentlemen : — 

By a decree recently made in the U. S. Circuit Court 
in the case of Francis Vose, et ah, vs. The Trustees of the 
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Internal Improvement Fund et al. a copy of which yon 
Internal Improvement Fund at al. a copy of which you 
have in your possession, it appears that we. the agents 
of your Board for the sale of Lands are given further 
power and authority than was delegated to .us by your- 
selves, particularly in being vested with discretionary 
power respecting the price of lands, and being 
held responsible for our acts directly to the 
Court as well as the Trustees. As the agents of your 
Hoard we are anxious so to discharge the duties im- 
posed on us by your appointment and by the order of 
said Court as to secure your approval and advance the 
interests of the State and of the Internal Improvement 
Fund; and we request that you will, by some official jc- 
tion, designate to us the course necessary to pursue in 
order to accomplish that object. By reference to said 
decree you will see that you have the right to arrest our 
proceedings if in your opinion our act will jeopardize 
the interest of the State, but Such proceeding on your 
part would not necessarily invalidate the acts com- 
plained of. Hence you will perceive that it is important 
to us and to you that some expression of your views 
should be made with regard to the policy which should 
regulate us in the exercise of our discretionary powers. 
To us, that we may not unwittingly offend — to you, lest 
the Board be bound by acts which the Trustees disap- 
prove. 

We especially desire to know the limits to which in 
your opinion, the price* of lands may be reduced below 
the present fixed rates, either generally or in special 
cases without injury to the interests of the State. Also 
whether it is convenient or desirable that the monies re- 
ceived by us for lands be transmitted to you immediately 
upon the making of each sale, or whether the payments 
shall be made at stated periods, say monthly. 

On account of the great scarcity of money at the pres- 
ent time, we respectfully submit to your Board the con- 
sideration of the propriety of selling lands for agricul- 
tural purposes, giving credit for a portion of the purchase 
money, say one third cash, and the remainder in install- 
ments of 9 and 18 months with interests on deferred 
payments. In sales of lands in tracts of 10,000 acres or 
upwards, the same advantage might be given without 
i 
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risk to the fund even when the land is entered for the 
timber. 

On these points, and in respect to all matters con- 
nected with onr datfes. we will gladly receive all swell 
suggestions a 8 you think proper to make, earnestly hop- 
ing and sincerely believing that we can by co-operation 
with you, benefit all parties interested and relieve the 
fund of a great portion of its indebtedness. 

Very respectfully, 

{ Signed ) WILLIAMS, S WANN & CORLEY, 

And thereupon Mr. Cocke offered the following resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved 1st. That under the decree made by the Hon. 
W. B. Woods Judge of the 5th Circuit of the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court, by which Williams, Swann & Corley are ap- 
pointed agents for the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the State of Florida, the said agents con- 
sent to be governed by a scale of prices to be adopted by 
the Trustees unless iu special instances* audi then they 
agree first to consult the Trustees. 

Resolved 2nd, That they agree to sell lands embraced 
in said agency upon such deferred payments as may be 
agreed upon by the Trustees; and that the said agents 
are to pay over Monthly to the Treasurer of the Trustees 
all Bums in their hands accruing from the sale of lands 
under the control of the said Trustees, and that a con- 
tract be reduced to writing and signed by the Presiding 
officer of the meeting of the Trustees, and Williams, 
Swann & Corley in carrying ont the intents of these reso- 
lutions. Upon the adoption of the resolutions the vote 
was: 

Nays — Messrs. Foster, Cowgill and Eagan, 

Yeas — Mr. Cocke. 

So the Resolutions were not adopted. , 

After further discussion the Board adjourned. 

Attest: 

D. EAGAN, 
Secretary. 

4 I.I. 
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The following is a copy of the decree above mentioned. 
Francis Vobc ct al 
vs. 
Tbe Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ct al. 

This cause having been called- in its regular order for 
hearing, the said complainant being represented by hia 
solicitors of Record and the said Defendants by Attor- 
ney General Wm. A. Cocke by consent of the said parties, 
through their solicitors — - 

It is ordered adjudged and decreed. 

(1) That for tbe purpose of producing from tbe lands 
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor- 
ida, the amount of money necessary to pay the indebted- 
ness established by the former Decree of this Court in 
said cause as having a lien upon the same, under the 
provisions of the Act of January 6th, 1855. known as the 
Internal Improvement Act, Marcellus A. Williams, Sam- 
uel A. Swann and Hugh A. Corley heretofore approved 
by the said The Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida, to be their agents for the 
sale of the landB be authorized and empowered to sell 
the same in such amounts and at such prices as will in 
the exercise of their discretion most rapidly procure the 
requisite means to discharge the said indebtedness and 
free the said landed fund from the said lien — -always re- 
sponsible for all of their acts in the exercise of this dis- 
cretionary power, unt simply to the said Trustees but 
directly and at all times to this Court itself under this 
decree; to be enjoined at any time by its order, to be 
liable to immediate (punishment for) contempt if they 
or either of them shall violate such order, or anywise 
pervert or prostitute the trust thus reposed in them to 
any other end than the one contemplated by this decree; 
that end being not simply the enforcement of said decree 
to the legitimate payment of said indebtedness, but also 
the protection of the said landed fund for the benefit of 
the State' of Florida and all persons who may be ulti- 
mately interested therein — 

(2) It is therefore ordered adjudged and decreed that 
the Said agents shall pay over to the said the Trustees 
the money that may be received by them from tbe sales 
of said lands as they shall be made reporting simultan- 
eously with such payments to Aristides Doggett, Esq., 
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the full and precise amount of the same, with a detailed 
statement of the lands which may have been sold to pro- 
duce the said moneys: And it shall be thereupon the doty 
of the said Trustees to turn over the said moneys to the 
said Aristides Doggett, Esq., Receiver, monthly with a 
monthly statement of account as directed by the pre- 
vious decree of this eouit. And it shall be the duty of the 
said Aristides Doggett, Esq.. to submit monthly to the 
said Trustees a statement of the said detailed reportB of 
sales as they shall be made to him, for the examination 
of the said Trustees whose right and duty it shall be to 
arrest the proceedings of said agents, if in their judg- 
ment they the said si gents, are s* exercising the powers 
invested in them by this decree as to jeopardize or in any 
wisp sacrifice the interests of the State of Florida in the 
said Fund. And it shall be the duty of the said Receiver 
immediately upon such action by said Trustees to pro- 
ceed in his character of Master and Examiner under pre- 
vious decrees of this court to take testimony touching the 
issue so formed and to report the same, with his conclu- 
sions thereon, to either Judge of this Court instanter 

•whether in term time or in vacation, that such action may 
be taken either to overrule such action of said Trustees 
or to confirm the same, and inflict such penalty upon 
the said Agents as may be deemed just and proper, who 
to that end are to be regarded in their discharge of the 

. trust created in them by this decree, as the officers of 
this court. 

(3) That it si"' 11 be the right of each and all persons 
who have made themselves parties to this cause, to lodge 
complaints with Hie said Master and Receiver against 
the said Agents In the form of a petition verified by af- 
fidavit and then- upon it shall become the duty of the said 
Master after giving proper notice to the said Agents, to 
take testimony upon issue formed in said petition report- 
ing instanter the same with his conclusions thereon to 
any Judge of this Court whether in term time, or vaca- 
tion, that action may be taken thereon as provided by the 
second clause of this decree. 

(4.) That should it become necessary for this Court hy 
either of its Judges, whether in term time or vacation, to 
discharge the said Agents, it shall be competent for this 
Court by either of its Judges to appoint another Agent or 



52 

other Agents, to carry out the provisions of this decree, 
and that such appointment shall be made at any time 
whether during a term of Court or in vacalion upon sug- 
gestion of the Trustees and upon such notice as the said 
Chancellor may see proper to give to the parties to this 
*uif if it be held necessary by him to give such notice. 

(5.) That it Bhall be the duty of the said Agents to 
bring to the notice of the said Master all acts of encroach- 
ment or trespass upon the lands belonging to said Trust 
Fund by whomsoever committed ; that it shall be the duty 
of said Master to proceed to take testimony in i-egard to 
such alleged encroachments or trespass after proper no- 
tice given to the person or persons charged with 1he 
same, and to report his conclusions on said testimony 
with the testimony itself to this Court iustanier that 
either Judge thereof, whether in term time or vacation, 
may take such action in the premises as may be meet and 
proper. 

(6.) That all legitimate expenditures incurred by the 
said Agents in the discharge of their Trust together with 
a reasonable compensation for the services so rendered 
by themselves, shall be deducted from the said moneys so 
to be realized from the sales of the said lands before the 
same shall be paid over to the said the Trustees as also 
shall legitimate expenditures be retained by the said the 
Trustees before turning over the same to the said, the Re> 
ceiver. But all such charges shall be made to appear with 
tb.e returns made by said Trustees- to said Receiver and in 
distinctness in the monthly Reports of said Receiver 
shall be subject to exception by any party in interest and 
shall be in all cases subject to the final approval of the 
Court. W. B. WOODS, Judfee. 



Tallahassee, Fla., December 12th, 1873. 

The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration when were present : 

Chas. H. Foster. Treasurer. 
C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 
Dennis Eagun. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution which was 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, The Decree made against the Trustees of the 
Interna] Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, in 
the U. P. Circuit Court for the 5th Judicial Circuit held 
at Jacksonville on the 4th day of December 1873. purport- 
ing to be a Consent Decree and retaining the Receiver in 
the case of Vose against the Trustees, and appointing 
Messrs. Williams, fcwann & Corley Agents of the Court 
to sell the Lands of the State at rates and terms to be 
fixed by them, ignoring the right of the Trustees to admin- 
ister the Fund and placing the management of the same 
entirely out of the hands of the Trustees and in the 
hands and control of said Agents and other officers of the 
Court; 

And Whereas, the said Decree was made without the 
knowledge or consent of any of the Trustees excepting 
the member who was acting as Attorney for the. Trustees; 

And Whereas, The said Decree is entirely different 
from the well known wishes of the Trustees, and contra ry 
to what they had reason to expert from various consul ra- 
tions with their Attorney, and it appearing to us that the 
consent of our Attorney to said Decree admits the troth 
of all the allegations in the original Rill of Complaint, as 
far as we -\ro concerned, which we do not and never in- 
tended to admit; 

And Whereas, The said Decree makes the management 
of the sale of lands cumbersome and expensive and believ- 
ing it will lie for the best interest of the fund to have all 
restrictions concerning the inann'teiiicat ;nid'sale of lands 
that are m»w imposed upon the Trustees removed: there- 
fore; 

Resolved, That the Attorney of the Trustees be directed 
to. institute immediately the necessary proceedings to re- 
open the case in order that we may be heard by the Court, 
and that this as well as the former decree may be an- 
nulled . 

Mr. Cowgill moved "that a copy of the Resolution be 
sent to Messrs. Will aims, Swann & Corley, and also a 
copy to the Attorney of the Trustees — which was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr. Cowgill then offered the following resolution which 
was unanimously adopted: 
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Resolved. That two hundred dollars be allowed Hon. 
W. A. Tocke for counsel as Attorney for the Trustees for 
services rendered to this date. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

D. EAC.AX, 

Secretary. ' 



Tallahassee. Fla., nee. 20th. 1S73. 

The Board met in the office of the Com misai oner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present : C. H. Poster. Treasurer. Pres. pro tern. 
O. A. Cowgill, Coin pi roller. 
I>. Eugan. Ooinr. Ijinds & Immgr. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Cowpill offered the following Resolutions, vhich 
were unanimously adopted vije: — 

Resolved. That the Secretary be authorized and re- 
quired to employ R. B. Hilton. Esq.. or some other suita- 
ble Lawyer as counsel for this Board in the rase of 
Francis Vose et. al. vs. Harrison Reed Trustees et. al. 
with a special reference to the setlinp aside the recent de- 
cree granted by .lodge Woods in said case as well as 
former decree restraining this Board from the manage- 
ment of the Fund &«\ 

Mr. Cowgill also offered the following resolution, which 
wan unanimously adopted viz: 

Resolved, That the Land provisionally granted to the 
Jacksonville and St. Augustine Railroad Company to aid 
in the construction of said road and which have be«n 
withheld from markpt be and the same are hereby restored 
to market and offered for sale and the lands undertakes 
tt he conveyed or contracted to be dftnveyed fo tho South- 
ern Inland and Navigation »nd Improvement Company 
are also restored to market and nffeiiftfor sale. The said 
lands having been restored by virtue of a decree ^f th« 
U. 8. Circuit Court for the Northern Hist, of Florida. 

Mr. Eapan presented the followiug accounts wfcicb were 
allowed and •rdercd to be paid : 
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The Fla. Express (advert ising) |6 00 

A. H. Mundee (stationery) (i 20 

J, E. Townsend, »derk U. S. Court (copying) ti U0 

E. R. Trafford (stamps) C 00 

A. H. Mundee ( stationery) 100 

E. R. Trafford (stamps) « 6 00 

Attest : 

D. EAGAN, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 6, 1874. 

The TrusU't'N mcl ;ii the office of tlie i'umr. of frtMgrflbf 
& Immigration. 

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasarer, Pres. pro tern. 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptrolier, 
W, A. Cocke. Atty. Genl. 

D. Eagan, Comr. L. & I. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That H. Bishee, Jr., be and he is hereby ap- 
pointed Attorney for the Trustees vice Hon. W. A. Cocke 
resigned as such Attorney. 

Whereas a (communication was received from Messrs. 
Williams & Swan a requesting tbe cancellation of entry 
No. 7073, made Sept. 1871 for 1072 acres the said entry 
being made on their account in favor of Mary A. McDon- 
ald, and whereas the said Mary A. McDonald also re- 
quests tbe cam-el lation of said entry — 

Be it Resolved. That the same be end is hereby can- 
celled and that the lands revert back to the Fund to ba 
•old, aad that credit is hereby given to William* & 
£vaan on their account for said amount of lands. 
Attest: 

D. EAGAN, . 
Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 14, 1874. 
The Truste*i met at the office of the Treasurer. 
Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer. 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
P. Eagan, Comr. 
On motion of Mr. Cowgill the Secretary was instructed 
to request the late Atty. of the Trustees to turn over to 
him the copy of the hill of complaint in the ease of Ander- 
son vs. the Trustees, the Trustees having paid for <»aid 
copy to he used in the case by their Attorney. 
On motion of Mr. Eagan 

The Treasurer was ordered to pay for the postage & 
stationery ni-< essary for the use of the Salesman on reg- 
ular bills to be certified to by the Salesman. 
, Attest : 

D. EAGAN. 
Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Jany. 19, 1874. 
The Trustees met in the room of the Governor. 
Present: His Excellency, O. B. Hart, Govt. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 

C. H. Foster, Treasurer. 

D. Eagan. Comr, etc. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution which wai 
unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, Tluit the resolution of July 14, 1873, appoint- 
ing Messrs. Williams, Snann & Corley agents for the 
Bale of Swamp and Internal Improvement lands be and 
the same is hereby rescinded, and the agency under the 
said resolution is hereby discontinued. 

Mr, Cowgill offered the following resolution which was 
unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Board be and he 
is hereby ordered to pay to H, Bisbee. Jr., as attorney 
of the Trustees the sum of one thousand dollars, a por- 
tion of said sum to he paid out by the said Attorney in 
defraying the necessary expenses of the Court in the 
eases now (tending against the Trustees rendering a 
bill of such expenses to the Trustees, the balance to be 
used in payment of fees as attorney of the Trustees, 
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The salesman called the attention of the Trustees to a 
communication reed, from Messrs. Williams, Swann and 
Corley stating that they consider the Swamp & Internal 
Improvement Lands of the State under their exclusive 
control and management to be sold by them for the pur- 
poses stated in the Consent Decree recently made by 
Judge Woods and that as officers of the court under the 
said Decree they were alone authorized and empowered 
to make deeds for lands sold and requesting that the 
Trustees desist from making further sales. 

The Treasurer also presented a communication from 
Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley agents — remitting 
$194, in payment of lands sold by them they retailing 
commissions & his answer acknowledging the receipt of 
the money and stating that the amount remitted was not 
enough to purchase the lands asked for and that the 
same was held subject to their order. He also presented 
a communication from A. Doggett, Esq., demanding the 
money held by him and remitted by Williams, Swann & 
Corley. After some discussion on the various lettere, the 
matter was taken under advisement and the Board ad- 
journed to meet tomorrow. 



January 20th, 1874. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: 0. H. Foster, Treasurer. 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, 

D. Eagan, Coinr. L. & I. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution which wa» 
unanimously adopted : 

Whereas a communication was presented by the Sales- 
man from Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley stating 
that they consider the entire Swamp and Internal Im- 
provement Lands of the State under their exclusive con- 
trol and management to be sold by them by virtue of a 
consent Decree of IT. K. Court. 

And Whereas. They claim that they are the only per- 
sons authorized to sell and make deeds to said lands and 
requests the Trustees to desist from making further sales 
of said lands. 
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And Whereas there is nothing in said consent decree 
prohibiting the Trustees from making sales of such 
lands. 

Be it Resolved that the Salesman be and he is hereby 
Ji reeled and i instructed to continue the sales of said 
lauds as heretofore causing deeds to be made for same. 

Whereas Messrs, Williams. Swanu & Corley agents 
appointed by virtue of a Decree of the U. S. Court for 
the sales of lands belonging to the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the State of Florida and as such agents 
are remitting money from time to time to the Treasurer 
of this Board in payment of Lands sold, and the remit- 
tance been in all cases insufficient to pay for the lands 
applied for at rates established by the Trustees. But 
fearing that a refusal on the part of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive such amounts might be construed as violating the 
said consent Decree. 

Be it Resolved That the Treasurer of the Trustees be 
and he is hereby directed to receive all such moneys as 
may be remitted to him by said agents and whenever said 
amounts is sufficient to pay for the Lands applied for to 
certify the same to the Salesman who. will cause deeds 
to be made for such lands. But when the money re- 
mitted is insufficient to purchase the lauds intended 
then to give only his memorandum receipt for such 
amounts turning the same over to A. Doggett, Esq.. with- 
out deducting from such moneys anything for the ex- 
penses of this Board. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 22nd. 1874. 
The Trustees met at the office of the Treasurer, 
Present: 0. H. Foster, Treasurer; -\ 

C. A- Cowgill, Comptroller; 

D. Eagan, Cbmr. L. & I. 

A. communication was received from. Mr. Oorle^, en- 
closing a list ef entries which the parties entering wished 
oaneelled and the purchase money refunded ft* the rea* 
•on that the Ian 8s do lot and never did belong to the 
F*nd. All of the entries being in the Palatka Reserve 
excepting the entry of E, E. Ropes, which was never re* 
ported by the Surveyor General to the General Land Of- 
ice and consequently not approved to the State, 



59 

Resolved, That the following being the entries em- 
braced in said list be and the same is hereby cancelled 
and that the anit. of purchase money be refunded, viz — 

Swamp entries Xo. 4504, 4509, 4777, made by C. S. But- 
ler. Amount of purchase money $ 128.90. 

Swamp entries 4788, 4812. Made by Hart and Monroe, 
purchase money $39.60. 

Swamp entries 1923, 2424, 26U, made by Norman Me- 
Bae. Amount of purchase money, $159.88. 

Swamp entry No. 4786, made by X. H. Morague, 
amount purchase money $18,67. 

Swamp entry No. 6176, made by E. E. Ropes, amount 
of purchase money $50.00. 

Ordered that the above amount, $397.03. as purchase 
money be paid to Hugh A. Corley, as agent for the par- 
ties above named. 

Swamp entry No. 1980 made by Reid Teasdale, Mar. 
1, 1867, be cancelled and the amount of $154.49 be re- 
funded to Mess. Reid & Teasdale or their order. 

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution which 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That Aristides Doggett, Esq., Receiver, be 
authorized and directed to collect any money in the 
hands of Moses Tayler of New York belonging to this 
Board, not heretofore paid by said Taylor to James H. 
Coleman , Receiver. 

Mr. Cowgill presented the following letter which waa 
read and ordered spread on the minutes. 

New York, Jany. 8, 1874. 
My Dear Sir; 

I enclose herewith two bonds which are surrendered 
and paid for at the rate of $200 a bond out of the funds 
in New York, the balance, which has been distributed to 
Mr. Yose, according to an order entered by the consent of 
all parties in the proceeding. 

Yoof* truly, 
BBN\ W. DICKBBSOiT. 
To 

Vr. C. A. OOWGILL, 
Comptroller, &c. 

Tallahassee, Fla. 

The bonds mentioned in the above letter were bond* 
of Ae Florida Rail Road Cojppa'ny No. 1087 & 1088, ha*. 
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ing fifty-five coupons attach to each bond, all of which 
were duly cancelled and deposited with the Treasurer, 
Attest : 

D. EAGAN, 
Secretary. 

Tallahassee, Fla., Fehy. 12, 1874. 
The Trustees met at the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands & Immigration. 

Tresent: C. H. Foster. Treasurer, Pres. pro tern. 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. General. 

D. Kngan, Comr. L, & I, 

The minnles of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary laid before the Trustees a concurrent 
resolution of the Legislature asking a reduction in the 
price of lands belonging to the Fund which read and 
taken under advisement. 

The Secretary laid before the Trustees the following 
proposition of M. J. Taylor for the purchase of lands viz: 

Tallahassee. Fla., Feby. 12, 1874. 
Trustees I. I. Fund State of Florida. 

Gentlemen : — 

I desire to purchase 150(10 ncres or upwards of Swamp 
lands belonging to the I. I, Fund at a price not to ex- 
ceed fifty cents per acre, the land to be selected and the 
money to be paid within the next 30 days, all of the 
lands to be contiguous and iu a body. 

Respectfully, 

MOSES J, TAYLOR, JR. 

On motion of Mr. Eagan the above proposition was ac- 
cepted by an unanimous vote. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill 200 copies of the scale of 
prices of swamp land were ordered printed for the use 
of Salesman. 

Mr. Bagan presented the following accounts which 
were allowed and the Treasurer ordered to pay the same 
viz : — 
C. H. "Walton printing notice of return of State 

lands to market |20 0« 

C. H. Walton printing receipts for Treasurer 15 00 

(35 00 
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A petition of Jas. B. Storn asking that certain lands 
belonging to the Fund be deeded to him in consideration 
of completing a certain ditch which he has undertaking 
and which will reclaim adjoining lands belonging to tha 
State, which was referred to the Atty. General. 
The Trustees adjouroed. 
Attest : 

D. EAGAN, 
Secty. 



TallahaBsee, Fla., Feby. 27, 1874. 
The Trustees met at the office of the Comr. of Lands 
& Immigration. 

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, Pres. pro tern, 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
W. A. Coeke, Atty. General. 

D. Eagan, Comr. L. & I. 

The inmates of the last meeting were read'and ap- 
proved. 

The proposition of Mr. J. C. Randall to deepen and 
widen the Wekiva River from its month to Clay Springs 
so as to admit and float boats drawn two and a half feet 
of water, thereby relieving a vast quantity of lands from 
overflow, was read and further consideration postponed. 

Mr. Cowgill presented an account for one hundred and 
fifty dollars for expenses incurred in June last in visit- 
ing New York, and attending to business of the Trustees, 
which was allowed and the Treasurer ordered to pay the 
same. 

Mr. Eagan presented an account for eighteen dollars, 
for expenses incurred in visiting Jacksonville in January 
last on business of the Trustees, which was allowed and 
the Treasurer ordered to pay the Bame, 

Mr. Eagan tendered his resignation as Secretary of the 
Trustees to take effect from and after the 1st of March, 
which was accepted and C. A. Cowjgill was chosen as 
Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, it was ordered that hereaf- 
ter the regular meetings of the Trustees shall be held in 
the office of the Comr. of LandB & Immigration. 

Mr. Gleason presented a proposition for the purchase 



of certain lands lying went of tbe Apalacbicola river at 
certain rates, which was read and Mr. G lea son was re- 
quested to prepare a contract embodying his proposition 
and submit tbe same to the Trustees at 10 a. m. tomorrow. 
On motion the Trustees adjourned to meet at 10 a. m. 
tomorrow. 
Attest : 

D, EAGAN, 

Secretary. 



February 28th, 1874. 
No meeting of the Board. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 3, 1874. 

The Trustees met in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands & Immigration. 

Present : G. H. Foster, Treasurer. 
IK Eagan, C. L. 4 I. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 

After some discussion the following agreement was 
made with Wm. H. Gleason by a unanimous vote. 

Memorandum of an agreement entered into this third 
day of March A. D. 1874 between the Board of Trustees 
of the Internnl Improvement Fund of the State of Flor- 
ida & W. FI. (i lea son of the County of Dade & State afore- 
said. 

The said Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund agrees with the said W. H. Gleason that they 
will sell & convey unto him or such party or parties as he 
may in writing order or direct the same to be conveyed, 
any or all of the Lands belonging to the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, situated West of 
the Apalachicola River in said State, upon the. following 
terms; to wit: In quantities of not less than fifty thous- 
and acres at fifty-five cents per acre, one hundred thousand 
acres at fifty cents per acre, two hundred & fifty thousand 
acres nt forty-five cents per acre, five hundred thousand 
acres at forty cents per acre, or all of the Landa West of 
the Apalacbicola river being about one million of acres at 
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twenty five cents i»er acre, the said landB to be taken in 
one body as near each other as possible — 

Provided however that any purchase made under the 
jiroviiiouj of this contract must be made within MM 
year from the date hereof. 

And it is further agreed that should the said Won. H. 
fileason purchase any of the smaller quantities above 
specified and afterwards purchase additional lands 
amounting together with those first purchased to one of 
the larger quantities above specified, in that ease the paid 
Uleason shall be requested to pay on his last purchase 
only the balance due or that would have become due had 
all of the lands been bought at one time, it being the 
meaning Jt intent of this agreement Hw* for all lands 
pim-Ii;ixi'i' by & conveyed to the said (Jlenson by virtue 
hereof, he shall pay at the rates & prices hereinbefore 
specific) 

Provided, further. That nothing in this contract shall 
be construed to prevent the Board from continuing the 
Bale of land West of the Apalachicola River at such 
pricee & in such amounts as they may deem expedient. 

In witness whereof we the undersigned Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund and the said W. H. Glea- 
son have hereunto set our hands and seals the day & year 
above written. 

The proposition submitted by Mr. J. C. Randall to 
deepen the Wekiva River & Clay Rim to Clay Springs 
provided a grant of Land comprising two thirds of the 
sections on either side of said River & run be given to 
hira was taken up for consideration and after some dis- 
CWttMj the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, that while we recognize the importance of 
rendering streams navigable thereby promoting the drain- 
age of the swamp lands & opening up the country to set- 
tlement, yet in view of the complications surrounding our 
action as Trustees by the various decrees of the V. R. 
Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florida we 
do not deem it expedient to enter into a contract of the 
kind proposed at the present time. 
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The Board adjourned to meet on the first Tuesday in 
April the regular day of meeting. 
Attest: 

C. A. COWGILL, 
Secretary. 
A eopv of the last resolution was furnished to Mr. 
Randall," March 4 1S74. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 4th, 1874. 

The Trustees met upon call in the Governor's room. 

Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns. 

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
C. H. Foster, Trees. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt 

O. H. Foster announced the death of Gov. O. B. Hart 
and moved that Gov. M. I* Stearns be chosen President 
of the Board, which was unanimously carried. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

The Secretary presented a communication from T. W. 
Osborn President of The Great Southern Railway Com- 
pany, dated March 18th and received & filed March 19, 
1874, transmitting a map or plan showing the route or 
line of said railway & itB branches. 

The map waa accepted and ordered to be placed in the 
office of the Comr. of Lands &. Immigration. 

Mr. Robert H. Gamble a former member of the Board 
presented an account for Lawyer fees paid by him as a 
member when charged with contempt of the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court. 

He was requested to present an account properly made 
out with the rouehteg at the next meeting. 

A communication was received from Mr. M. L. Mickles 
in reference to the irregular manner in which coupons 
received for lands had been cancelled by the late Treas- 
urer. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to communi- 
cate with Mr. Adams late Treasurer and request from 
him a fnll statement of his accounts as late Treasurer 
k a delivery of all books & papers in his possession belong- 
ing to said office. 
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A letter from Mess. Swann, Williams & Corley was 
presented by the Secretary in which they state that they 
had offered the swamp and overflowed lands to various 
parties at certain prices, and requested the opinion of 
the Trustees concerning their action. After Bonie discus- 
sion the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Besolved that the Secretary be directed to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the letter from Mess. Williams, 
Swann & CorJeyia reference to the sale of lands in large 
tracts and to refer them to the decree made by Judge 
Woods Dec. 4, 1873. by which it appears they are au- 
thorized and empowered to sell the same and affix the 
prises and to inform them that the Trustees feel no dis- 
position to interfere with th#ir action under said decrss 
m long as i! continues in force. * * * 

Attest : 

G. A. COWOtLL, 
Secretary. 

^ 



*' * ■ The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Trustees hold regular meetings on 
the first Tuesday in every month in the office of Commis- 
sioner of Lands & Immigration at 10 o'clock a. in. 
O. A. COWGILL, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Monday May 11th, 1874. 
The Trustees met upon call in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Lands. 
Present : Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
C. H. Poster, Treas. 
Dennis Eagan, C. of L. & I. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 
Wm. A. Cocke acted as chairman. 
The Treasurer presented a letter from J. S. Adamt, 
written in response to hiB letter of inquiry concerning 
books & papers belonging to the Treasurer's office, as 
follows : 
5 LI. 
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Jacksonville, Apl. 17, 74. 
Hon. Chas. U. Foster, 

State Treasurer. 
Sir: 

1 have the honor in reply to your favor requesting the 
return of any books or papers belonging to the Trustees 
of In. Imp. Fund, and that I furnish a statement of 
any of my accounts: to §«y, 

First — That the papers, books & documents appertain- 
ing to the office of Treasurer of the In. Imp. Fund were 
turned over by me to my successor in office Hon. Sam 
T. Day soon nfter his accession. 

Second — My accounts as Treasurer were examined, 
audited, approved and allowed by the Trustees, who 
alone were legally authorized so to do. 

The statements and allowance of i hose accounts were 
all made matters of record a ad stood recorded in the 
Book of Records of the Board when I delivered the same 
to Treasurer Day. 

I have the honor to be, 

Yrs. respectfully, 
(Signed) J. 8. ADAMS, 

The following communication was received. F. Vose, 
read, discussed & further consideration postponed until a 
full meeting of the Board is held : * 

Tallahassee, May 3, '74. 
To the Trustees of the 
Int Imp. Fund: 

In the purpose of promoting the sales and settlement 
of the State lands I beg to propose the following sug- 
gestions, viz: 

1st. That further steps be taken to prevent trespass- 
ing. 

2nd. That Agents to aid in the objects above mentioned 
be appointed at Jacksonville, Pensacola, and New York 
subject to the restriction of the Decree of Dec. 4, '73. 

3rd. That the compensation of said agents shall be a 
commission upon sales and as sales are made deeds to 
be furnished to the Agents upon receipt of the purchase 
money at proper prices, less a proper allowance for com- 
missions. 

It appears that every bona fide interest in the state 
renders it imperative upon the Trustees to take action 
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eo far as they are able on the above suggestions & it is 
hardly reasonable to suppose that the Court which has 
been compelled to interpose to prevent the fraud neglect 
and waste heretofore going on can abandon the tnatter 
until the complications which have arisen sbfcll be clear- 
ed up and the over due obligations against the Fund are 
paid off. t 

I remain respectfully, 

Yr. obt. servt, 

F. VOSE. 
The Board then adjourned. 
C. A. COWGILL, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., May 21, 1874. 
The Trustees met upon call in the office of the Gov- 
ernor. 

Present: M. L. Btearns, Gov. 
0. H. Foster, Tress. 
D. Eagan, C. of L. & I. 
G. A. Cowgill, Compt 

Minutes of last meeting were read & approved, 

A communication was received from F. Vose in which 
he requested that the two bonds purchased by E. M. 
Diekerson from the funds in N. York, arising from the 
sale of the Florida B. B. might be surrendered to him. 

Which was read, considered & the Secretary was di- 
rected to inform Mr. Vose that the bonds had been re- 
ceived from Mr. Dickersou & had been cancelled & would 
be retained by the Trustees. 

A letter from James E. Broome was presented & read 
as follows: 

10 Waft St 
N. York, April 4, 1874 
To the Trustees of the I. I. F. of Fla. 

Gentlemen : 

I believe that I can now sell, if you will so authorise 
me about 1$ to 2.000,000 acres of your swamp & over- 
flowed land to an English party, with whom I am in cor- 
respondence and for a price that will net you about 28 
cents per acre. This is not all cash but funds which I 



have no doubt would be accepted by Mr. Vose for hi* 
entire debt and thus relieve ihe fund. If yon will au- 
thorise such a Rale receiving Mr. Vose's debt and hi** bonds 
or either in payment. I will Make the owning negotiation 
at once, both with my party and with Mr. Vose and think 
it can be closed by about the first of July. It would 
perhaps ibc better to include the Honda. 

Should you deride to pell a larger amount of your 
lands receiving in payment a part cash, part acceptances 
on short time on London and balance in 7 pf c. gold 
bearing bonds issued by a strong Iron Company in Lon- 
don add secured by lien on the l.atol. I might perhaps 
place some 2,000.000 acres additional and be able to sat- 
isfy you that the securities are good with tie Interest 
payable acini annually. 

tthould you think fav<#ffll** of thi*i suggestion please 
fwwari *ie yopr aa^iority for ito to take and pay ftsr 
oa T|e delivery of good and sufficient title deeds what- 
ever amount of land yaja may elect ta sell giving me the 
•ptioa for nix months or less, or wore aB you may think 
proper. 

My location here and my acquaintance with all parts 
of the Stats ef Florida gives me great advantages in the 
way of selling lands and in addition to this my access 
to European parties ia very valuable, Flease favor me 
with an early reply and oblige. 

Yr. obedient servant, 

JAMES E, BROOME. 

F. 8. 

Should you conclude to do anything in this matter 
please say nothing about it aa (here are plenty of people 
who would take the trouble to talk down Florida Lands 
and defeat a sale. 

The Secretary was directed to answer Mr. Broome, 
that the Trustees would sell 1,000,000 acres or more of 
lands at 28 cents net per acre, the lands to be selected in 
tracts of 25ii,l'O0 acres lyi&tr as nearly contiguous an pos* 
sible. 

Tliat at present we could only sell for cash, but if a 
settlement with Mr. Vose could be effected then we might 
sell upon credit, and that any arrangement by which 
Mr. Vose's claims would be sot lied would be entirely sat- 
isfactory to the Trustees. 
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A eomnuiuicatinn from G. E. Hanes of Pilatka was 
received in wbich he requests that $2lft.'.)3, amount paid 
by liim for Lot No. 1, S. 5 T. 1ft S. R. 27, E. containing 
161.44-100 acres purchased 15th July 1858. may be re- 
funded as wn id land was in the military reservation 
around Palatka & did not & does not. belong to the Trus- 
tees, but belong** to the United States & is subject to 
homestead entry. 

This statement being in accordance with the facts, The 
Treasurer was directed to pay to George E. Hanes the 
•sum of $219.95 by a unanimous vote. 

B. F. Roberts "of Palatka Attorney for Mrs. Alrileta 
Jane Wells made an application that $62.41 be refunded 
being the yiurchase money for the lot numbered 6 of S, 
36, T. 10 S. 11. 26 E. containing 49.93-100 acres which 
was paid by D. H. Campbell, Harcn 8, 1886, for said lot, 
and said lot was never owned by the Trustees but was 
included in the military reservation & is now subject to 
homestead entry under the C S. Laws. 

It was unanimously ordered that the Treasurer refund 
to Mrs. A. J. Wells or her Attorney the said sum of 
$G2.41 cents. 

Hon. R. EL Gamble late Comptroller presented a com- 
munication in which he requests that $120 may be paid 
him, expenses incurred in answering a charge of con- 
tempt of Court by an order or decree of U. S. Court, sit- 
ting at Jacksonville Deer. 1872 and 

It was unanimously ordered that the Treasurer pay 
$120 to R. H. Gamble for expenses incurred in relieving 
himself of a charge of contempt by an order of the U. S. 
Circuit Court at Jacksonville Dec. 1872. 

An account was presented from Samuel T. Day late 
Treasurer of the Trustees for one month services as 
Treasurer from April 4th, 1872, & the following resolu- 
tion unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved that the Treasurer ^Ite directed to pay the 
account, upon satisfactory evidence being presented that 
it has never been paid. 

Michael Plant requested that as entry of land made 
by him of the S| of the N. \\. 1-4 of Sect. 28 in T. 1 South 
-of Range 5 E. be cancelled as he did not intend to make 
said entry, the land being worthless & that he be allowed 
to pochase in lieu thereof the S. E. { of S. W. ^ Sec. 6, 
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and Iff. E. 1-4 of X. W. 1-4 of Sect. 7, T. 2 S. of R 5. E. and 
it was 

Ordered that the cancellation of the former entry be 
allowed. 

Ada- M. Tibbetts applied for the cancellation of her 
purchase of the E. half of the S. E. q & the S. E. qr of 
the N. W. 1-4 of Sect. 4 T. 20 S. of R. 31 E. containing 
126.83 acres, made May 13, 1872. on the ground that the 
entry was not the piece of land she designed to enter and 
on motion 

The cancellation was unanimously ordered to be made. 

J. H. Durkee sheriff of Dnval County presented bills 
amounting to $317.90 for services in the case of State of 
Florida vs. the J. P. & M. R. R. Co. & Daniel P. Holland, 
which was read and further consideration postponed. 

The following preamble & Resolution was presented by 
the Commissioner of Land & Immigration and unani- 
mously adopted. 

Whereas serious depredations are being committed 
upon the public lands of the Int. Imp. Fund, and credi- 
tors of the fund as well as other citizens have requested 
the Trustees to take further actions to prevent the losses 
arising thereby, and the Legislature has authorized the 
Governor to appoint one or more timber agents for the 
protection of the puhlic lands, said agents to receive such 
compensation as may be allowed by the Trustees of the 
I. I. Fund & the Board of Education, And Whereas the^ 
Governor in compliance with the act, entitled "An Act 
to amend an act entitled an act to prevent 
& punish Trespass upon the public Lands of 
this State approved J any 12, 1866." approved February 
18. 1874 has appointed Leonard O. Dennis Trustee agent 

Therefore 

Resolved 

That the Commissioner of Lands & Immigration be 
instructed to employ the said L. G. Dennis Timber Agent 
to work under his direction to prevent & punish trespass; 
upon the lands belonging to the I. I. Fund and that the 
said agent l»e allowed his actual necessary expenses to be 
paid monthly on the approval of the Board and sncb 
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compensation as the Trustees may hereafter designate. 
The Board adjourned until the regular meeting day. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



[The following appears on page 88 of Record Book of 
the Trustee*, opposite referent* in minutes of May 21, 
1874, to communication from F. Vose.] 

Tallahassee. Fla , May 22, 1874. 
Sir:— 

I am directed by the Trustees to say that the two 
Florida R. R. bonds were sent to us by K. N. Dickenson 
Ksq., who informed us that they were purchased at the 
rate of ?200 a hntid out of the fund in New York before 
it waa distributed to j-ou and that the bonds are can- 
celled and are in the possession of the Treasurer as can- 
celled bonds & we decline to accede to yonr request that 
they be delivered to yon. 

Very respectfully. 
*C. A. CO WO ILL. 

Secy. 
F. Vose. Esq. 
3 W. Cedar St.. Boston. 



[The following appears on page !H| of Record Rook of 
tbe Trustees, opposite reference in minutes of May 21, 
1874, to communication from James K, Broome.] 

Tallahassee, Fla., May 22, 1874. 
Sir:— 

I am directed by the Trustees of the Int. Impt. Fund 
to inform you in answer to your letter of April 4th that 
they' will sell 1.00(1,000 or more acres of swamp and over- 
flowed lands at 28 cents per acre net (clear of all charges 
for commissions, expenses of sale etc.) the hunts to be 
selected in tracts of not lees than 250,000 acres, each pur- 
chase to include all the la.nds owned by the Fund within 
the area of the tract. 

The Trustees can not sell Lands for "aught else thn 
current money of the United States'' under Judge 
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Wood* decree of I>ee. fith 1870, but if any arrangement 
con Id be made with Mr. Vow by which his claim wcmld 
he nettled, the Trustees will cheerfully give any assist- 
ance in their power to effect so desirable a result, and 
then the decrees would be annulled & the Trustees could 
entertain propositions for n sale upon credit. 

Mr. Vose left Florida for the North a few days ago. 

Verr respectfully, 
C. A. COWGILL. 

Seey. 
Hon. J times E. Broome. 

1(1* Wail St. N. Y. 



Wednesday July 15, 1874. 

The Trustees met in the EXecutjve chamber apon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present : M. L. Stenrns. Governor. 
D. Eagan. ('. of L. & I. 
Wm. A. Cocke, Ally. Genl. 
C. A. Cowgill, Conipt. 

The Secretary, presented a communication from E. A. 
Stud well asking that "i000 acres of land be given to him, 
for the purpose of settling a colony of 3 or 400 Italians, 
said land to be deeded to the i m migrants before they 
leave N. York. & it was 

Resolved, That Mr. Stud well's communication 1* ac- 
knowledged & that he l»e informed that under the pecu- 
liar legal complications surrounding the Trustees they 
have no power to make such a grant of land. 

The Secretary presented a communication from 
•T. E. Broome dated June iith 1874 informing the Trus- 
tees that he bad sold 1,000,0*10 aires of land at 30 cents, 
& requesting an answer by telegram containing a confir- 
mation of said sale and the Secretary reported that upon 
receiving the nltove letter he hnd consulted with a ma- 
jority of the nteinttcrs of the Board & in accordance with 
their opinion had telegraphed an acceptance of the prop- 
osition & had also written at length to Mr. Broome on 
June 10th. but had received no replv to said telegram 
A letter. 
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D. N, H. Moragne of Palatka requests from the Trus- 
tees the cancellation of an entry of 30.70-100 acre* of 
land being lots No. 3 & 8 Of Sect. 29 T. 10, R, 27 S. * 
E — made by John C. McMillan & tlie refunding to him of 
the sum of $41.78 the amount paid for said land. This 
land being part of the military reservation around Pa- 
latka and was never patented to the State, and was pur- 
chased by said Moragne from McMillan as was shown by 
the deed of purchaser accompanying the application. On 
motion the application was referred to the Attorney Gen- 
?ral for investigation and report. 

An account of F. B. Knapp, Dept. Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Dnval Co, for $34.00, fees in the case of the 
State of Florida & the Trustees of the I. I. F. vs. J. P. 
& M. R. R. Co. was presented & allowed. 

An account of L. G. Dennis Timber Agent for traveling 
expenses for the month of June for $118 was allowed. 

Mr. Bisbee Attorney for the Board requested the pay- 
ment of $250 for sen* ices in the several suits in the State 
& Federal Courts to which the Trustees are parties and 
it was 

• Resolved .That the Treasurer pay Mr. Bisbee $250 — 
and that Mr. Bisbee be requested to give an itemized 
statement of the expenditures incurred by him on behalf 
of the Board in prosecuting these suits. 

Upon the above Resolution al! the Trustees voted aye 
except Mr. Cocke who declined to vote. 

The following Resolution was adopted by an unani- 
mous vote. 

Resolved That C. A. Cowgill Secretary be requested to 
make a full and complete index of the proceedings of the 
Trustees of the I. I. Fund from their organization to 
the present time, entering the same in a suitable book to 
be procured for that purpose and also to ascertain the 
probable cost of copying & printing the entire records 
with the index. 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. . 

4 
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Saturday July 25th, 1874. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon call 
of the Governor. 

Present: M. L. Steam*, Gov. 
C- H. Foster, TreaB. 
C A. Cowgill, Secretary. 

Mess. Swanu & Corley appeared before the Board and 
gave an account of the progress of their eflortB to sell 
lands in large tracts. 

The following bills were allowed & Treasurer directed 
to pay them, viz: — 
To Boag & Bryan for index book & lettering min 

ute books f 19 00 

To J. Townsend Clk of TJ. S. Circuit Court for 

copy of decrees 8 00 

C. A. Cowgill cost paid for Telegrams 1 50 

1 28 50 
To C. H. Foster, Trcas. 
1874, July 22d. 
For expenses incurred in the month of April 1874 dur- 
ing trip to Jacksonville with Fla. Cen. R, R. bonds ta 
testify before the State Court in case of State & Trus- 
tees I. J. Fund vs. J. P. & M. B. R. Co. & Fla. Cen. 
$9.50. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, August 26, 1874, 
The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present : ML L. Stearns, Governor. 
Wm. A. Cocke, Attv. Genl. 
O. A. Cowgill, Compt. 
A communication was presented from Albert Hyer 
Presdt. Pen. & Louisville R. R. Co. informing the Trus- 
tees that said Company had accepted the provisions of 
the Internal Improvement Act of Jay 6, 1855, which was 
read and directed to be filed. 

A communication from Messrs. Williams, Swann & 
Corley, was presented giving an account of their action 
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in Washington for the purpose of having the selected 
swamp and overflowed lands patented to the State, with 
a copy of a bill introduced in the House of Reps de- 
signed to facilitate such action, which was read stud or- 
dered to be filed. 

John H: Koler assignee of Panehita Miot applied for 
the cancellation of an entry of the S. E. Quarter of the 
northwest quarter of Sect. 5 in Township Ten, 8. of R. '11 
E., containing 40.09-100 and the return of fifty dollars and 
eleven cents the purchase money, said land having nevei 
been patented to the State being in the Military reserva- 
tion around Palatka & having been recently allotted by 
the li. States as a homestead ; Whereupon 

It was resolved that the entry be cancelled k the money 
be refunded: to J, H. Roler assignee of Panchite Miot 
when evidence is produced that said piece of land haa 
been disposed of by the United States. 

M. L. Stearns applied for the cancellation of an entry 
of land, viz: the S. W. qr of the S. W. qr of Sect. 36 * 
the N. E. qr of the N. E. qr. of Sect. 34 of T. 2, N. of R. 
5 W., containing 79.S7-100 acres & the refunding of the 
purchase money, ami having presented satisfactory evi- 
dence that the entry was made in his name and the pur- 
chase money paid by himself only for the benefit of a 
poor colored man and that the numbers were furnished 
to this colored man liy a neighbor, the said Stearns know- 
ing nothing about them, and when the land came to be 
surveyed it was found that the colored man had been 
erroneously informed & that the land purchased did not 
eover the home erected & the ground cultivated by the^ol- 
ored person k that consequently the said person has nfever 
occupied the land purchased k it remains on the hands 
of the*«aid Stearns having been thus purchased by mis- 
take, it was therefore 

Unanimously 

Resolved, Tha; the entry of the above described land 
by Ml L. Stearns be cancelled & that the Treasurer be 
directed to refund to him the sum of . $99.84 purchase 
money of the said land. 

C. A. Cowgill presented the index book for the inspec- 
tion of the Trustees, it being nearly completed k after it 
was examined the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 
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Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to C. 
A. tWgitl tbe sum of two hundred dollars as part pay- 
ment for work doue in making Index book to the minutes 
of the Trustees under the resolution of July 15th — 

The following resolution was unauimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted May 16th 1873, 
reducing the salaries of the Secretary and Treasurer be 
the same is liereby rescinded & and that the Trea surer is 
hereby authorized and directed to pay to the persons 
holding or wbu may have held these offices at the former 
rate of $400 to the Secretary and $000 to the Treasurer 
per annum from the 1st day of June 1873. 

The following resolution was also unanimous!/ 
adopted. 

Resolved, That C, A. Cowgill Comptroller of the State 
df Florida & a member of this Board of the TruBtees of 
th p Internal Improvement Fund of this State, is hereby 
directed to demand & receive from Moses Taylor of New 
York late agent of this Board or other person or persons 
having the same in their possession all bonds of the Flor- 
ida railroad which were guaranteed by the Trustees of 
the I. I. Fund & which have been purchased by the Funds 
«rising from the sale of the said road. 

The following preamble and resolution were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Whereas the Attorney of this Board is disqualified 
from acting in the case of Vose vs. H- Heed & others 
Trustees of I. I. F. therefore be it resolved 

TAat the Governor and Attorney General are appointed 
n committee to employ -counsel & take such steps as may 
he necessary to open the decrees of the Circuit Court of 
the U. S. for the Northern District of Florida #n the 
above mentioned case with a view of relieving the Board 
from the embarrassments of said decrees. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

- - Secretary. 

Aug. 26th. 

Also a bill of L. G. IVnnis Timber Agent for $56.00 
traveling expenses was allowed. 

Attest: 

C. A. COWGILL, Secy. 
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Tallahassee, October 19, 187*. 
The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the call 
<!* thh Governor. 
Present: (Sow M. L. Stearns. 

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen. 
I>. Eagan, C. of L. & I. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

A communication was received from E. M. Cheney 
remonstrating in the name of the Jacksonville Pensa- 
cola & Mobile R. R. Co. against any disposition of lands 
lying weBt of the Apalachicola river that would deprive 
said road of them, as it was confidently expected thai 
the road would soon be building west of said K~*fjr, 
which vm read- 

( A communication from Me**#w. Wiiliain*, #wiuns A 
dCrlcT dated Sept 28th WM presented in wktc-h rjtai 
tame of toad certificates or floats of 160 acres or lea* *> 
the amount of 2,000,000 acres was urged, staid certificate! 
to be sold at the rate c-f 30 to 30 cents per acre with a 
deduction of 10 per cent as commission to Mess. W. 8. ft 
Corley, and Mr. ^Swann appeared lief ore the Board and 
folly detailed the advantages which he thought would 
arise from such lale. 

Whereupon the following resolution waa adopted. 

Resolved, That it is not deemed expedient to Usue cer- 
tificates for 100 acres of land at the present time, at the 
prices proposed in the proposition of Messrs. Williams, 
Bwann & Corley. 

Judge I*. W, White requested permission by letter, to 
use certain marl on the Chipola River upon his orange 
grove said marl being upon the lands of the I. I. Ennd, 
whereupon 

The Secretary was directed to inform Judge White 
that he could use as much of the said marl as he rotiiht 
desire upon his own grove. 

A bill for $190.50 cents expenses as traveling agent for 
the months of August & September was allowed to L. G. 
Dennis. & the Treasurer directed to pay the same. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Saturday Nov. 14th. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber ujfon i&H 
of the Governor. 

Present-. Gov. M. L. Stearns. 
Treas. C. H. Foster. 
Atty. Genl. W. A. Cocke. 
Compt. C. A- Cowgill. 
A communication was received from D. P. Holland 
President of the Pease Creek I & N Co asking for an ex- 
tension of two years to complete their contract, which 
was read & further consideration postponed. 

A letter was received from E. M. Cheney which was 
read as follows: 

Tallahassee, Pla. 

Nor. 13, '74. 
Hon. C. A. Cowgill, 

Secretary Board Trustees. 
Int. Imp. Fund, 
Sir:— 

I desire to purchase of your Board four hundred thous- 
and acres of land (with the privilege of making it six 
hundred thousand) in warrants or floats, these floats to 
be for 80, 160 and 640 acres to he located wherever the 
purchaser may select. In this amount of floats I would 
and hereby offer thirty seven and a half cents (37£) per 
Acre, the whole amount payable in cash within thirty 
days from the time this proposition shall be accepted and 
the floats only to be delivered as paid for. 

Requesting the favor of an early answer (as I am com- 
pelled to leave for home tomorrow) I am 

Yours respectfully, 

E. M. CHENEY. 
Whereupon, 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Besolved 

That the proposition of Mr. Cheney be accepted & that 
the Salesman be instructed to prepare the necessary cer- 
tificates for the sale of the land & to deliver said certifi- 
cates in floats for 400.000 acres of land to Mr. Cheney 
upon the payment of 37£ cents per acre. 

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams, 
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Swann & Corley again urging p the sale of floats, which 
was read. 

Whereupon the Secretarj was directed to inform 
Messrs, Williams, Swann & Corley that they would sell 
floats in a lot comprising 250,000 acres of land at 37£ 
cents per acre net, no reduction for commission or ex- 
penses, said floats to be made for 80, 160 & 640 acres. 

A letter was received from Jamee E. Broome in which 
he desired the Board to sell 1,000,000 of acres of land in 
lots of 25,000 acreB for 28 cts and the Secretary was di- 
rected to answer that they would sell 1,000,000 acres 
of land in parcels of 100,000 acres. 

The Secretary announced that he had received from 
Moses Taylor of N. York 19S bonds of the Florida R R. 
Co. indorsed by the Trustees, and that Mr, Taylor says, 
"These 19S bonds together with 59 bonds delivered by 
me to the Trustees on 21st Sept. 1867 make np the whole 
number of bonds purchased by me for the fund." 

Whereupon Jt was unanimously 

Resolved that the Secretary & Treasurer prepare a list 
Ot these bonds & coupons & report to the Board at its 
next regular meeting. 

It was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to H. 
Bisbee, Jr., two hundred dollars as fee to him as counsel 
representing the Board and to defray expenses of suit in 
Supreme Court of U. S. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved 

That the resolution adopted Aug. 26, 1874 authorizing 
the Governor & Attorney General to employ counsel to 
represent the Board in the suit of F. Vose vs. H. Reed 
& al.be rescinded, and that the Governor be authorized* 
requested to take such measures as he may deem best to 
protect the interests of the Fund in reference to the smit 
of F. Vose vs. H. Reed & al, by the employment of counsel 
or otherwise. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. 
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Deer. 5, 1874. 
The Trustee* met in the Executive Chamber upon call 
of the Governor. 

Freserit : M. L. Steam*. Gov. 
('. II. Foster, Treas. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
G. A. Cowgill, Compt. 
It was resolved that fifty dollars be appropriated to 
defray the expenses of Win. A. Cocke & a# (Mftpsel fees 
in attendance upon the circuit court for the North Di»» 
trlct of Florida at the present Besston. 

6. A. C0WGILL. 
Cflmpt. 
StfMp of B. 



Dec. 29tJ* a8T4, . 
The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the call 
«f the Governor. 

Present : M. Tj. Stearns, Gov. 

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen. 
•L H. Foster, Trea«. 
D. Eagau, C. L. k I. 

C. A, Cowgill. Compt. 

The following ;tii< >mi Ik were presented and allowed. 

To M. L. Stearns, expenses incurred for telegrams k 
traveling on business of the Board since April 1st, f 85.09. 

To George McGinly. hotel bill for Trustees in Decenv 
her when they met in Jackson ville to consult concerning 
the case of F. Yose vs. H. Reed et al. 42.00, 

To L. G. Dennis, agent, expenses during the montls 
of October k November. 150.00. 

A communication was received from Ed. Hopkins, 
Presdt. of the Lake Harney and Indian River Tram Road 
Co. asking for a grant of land to aid in building a rail- 
road from Lake Harney to Indian River, which was read 
& consideration postponed. 

C. A. COWGILL. 
Secretary. 
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January 20th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present all the members. 

A bill was presented by L. G. Dennis Timber Agent 
for services from April 10, 1874 to January 10. 1875, 9 
months at flQO per month which was read and the 
further consideration postponed. 

H. Bisbee, Jr., presented his itemized account with the 
Trustees as Atty which was read & consideration post- 
poned. 

Edward Hopkins Presdt. of the Lake Harney & Indian 
River Tram Road Co. appeared before the Board & re- 
quested a grant of land to aid in the construction of said 
road & he was requested to put his proposition in writ- 
ing. 

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corley again urging the issue and sale of 
floats at 32 cts net per acre which was read discussed 
and the Secretary was directed to inform them that the 
Board adhered to the determination as expressed in the 
minutes of Nor. 14th to sell at not less than 37£ cts pec 
acre. 

Rowena C. Seals of Pntnam Co. applied for the refold- 
ing of the purchase money for the following tracts of 
lands which were in the military reservation around Pa- 
latka & which had never been patented to the State, viz : 

$19.88-100 for the N- W. qr. of the S. W. qr of Sect. 
28 in T. 9 S. of R. 26 E. containing 39.76 acres & 820.23 
for the N. W. qr. of S. W. qr. of Sect. 2 in T 10 S of R. 
26 E containing 40.46-100 acres, and the Treasurer waa 
directed to refund the said money, to Rowena C. Seals or 
her legal representative or assignees. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved that Hon. W. B. Woods Judge of the U. S. 
Circuit Court for the 5th Judicial Circuit be earnestly 
requested to hold a term of the U. 8. Circuit Court at 
the city of Tallahassee at an early day for the purpose 
of hearing the case of P. Vose vs. the Trustees of the 
Internal I Fund to hear & determine such motions as 
may be made with a view of relieving the Fund & the 
public interests from the embarrassments now surround- ' 

6 I. I. 
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ing them and the Governor was requested to transmit a 
copy to Judge Woods, 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, February 12th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present: M. L. Stearns, Gov. 

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
Dennis Eagan. C. of L. & I. 
<\ a. Cowgill. Conipt. 

The bill of J. H. Durkee Sheriff of Duval Co. for ser- 
vices in the case of the State vs. the J. P. & R. R. Co, 4 
D. 1*. Holland presented May 21, 1874, was nllriivwl for 
the sum of ninety dollars & forty cents and the Treasurer 
directed to pay it. 

H. Bisbee, Jr., was allowed six hundred & ninety three 
dollars & twenty cents, balance due him as attorney for 
the Board & for expenses incurred by him as attorney as 
per account rendered Jany 2U. 

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corley informing the Trustees that Mr. Vose 
offers to make up the difference in price per acre for 
floats as between 32 & 37$ cents said difference of Bi 
cents per acre to be a charge against the coupons held 
by him. 

Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley request to be per- 
mitted to designate a portion of land on & near the Re- 
loosahatchie river not yet patented to the State to be 
sold to them when patented at a, reduced rate in parr 
payment of their account for selecting lands which was 
read & referred to the Com. of Lands and Immigration. 

James B. Stone applied for permission to drain cer- 
tain lands in Calhoun Co. lying in S. 8 of T. 3, R. 9 West 
and adjacent sections and to receive as compensation 
therefor one third of the Lands drained. 

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved • That 
J. B. Stripling Timber Agt. be and he is hereby allowed 
for his services as such agent one fourth of the proceeds 
arising from all seizures of timber made by him, and the 
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Commissi oner of lands & Immigration be instructed to 
pay the same out of the money he may receive on account 
of such seizures, turning the balance over to the Treas- 
urer who shall place the same to the credit of the fund to 
which the lands belong from which the timber seized wa» 
cut and removed. 

The Secretary presented his report of the proceedings- 
of the Trustees for the past year, intended for trans- 
mittal to General Assembly which was read and ap- 
proved. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, February 25, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon 
the call of the Governor, 
r Present all (he members. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

The following communication was received and read 
as follows viz: 

Office of the West Florida & Mobile K. E. Co. 

Tallahassee, Feby 27th, 1875. 
To the Trustees of the 

I, I. Fund of the 

State of Florida 

Gentlemen : 

The West Florida and Mobile Railroad Company is a 
corporation organized in accordance with the Act of the 
Legislature of this State entitled "An Act to provide a 
General law for the incorporation of railroads and ca- 
nals" approved Feby. 19, 1874, for the purpose of con- 
structing, maintaining and operating a rail- 
road from the present western terminus of the J. F £ 
M. R. R. at the Apalachicola river to Mobile & Pensaeola. 
As this line of railroad is one of the lines specified in the 
Act entitled "An Act to provide for & encourage a liberal 
system of Internal Improvement in this State" approved 
Jany 6, 1855, as a proper improvement to be aided from 
the I. I, Fund and the company has resolved to accept 
the provisions of the said act, but ia willing to waive the 
right granted in section 8 of said act to the endorsement 
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of the Trustees upon its bonds and also the right granted 
in Sect. 15 to a grant of the alternate sections of State 
lands on each side for six miles provided the Trustees will 
sell to the Company all the Lands now vested in the 
Trustees lying west of the Apalachieola river, on as rea- 
sonable terms lis similar sales have been made to any 
other Company in this Htate. 

By a resolution of the Board of Directors the President 
and the Secretary of the Company were authorized to no- 
tify the Board of Trustees in writing of the intention of 
the company to fully accept the provisions of the said 
act as aforesaid and also to make a contract for the pur- 
chase of the lands specified on the most favorable terms 
which the Board of Trustees are willing to grant. 
We have the honor to be 

R. W. RUTER. Fresdt. 
E. If. CHENEY, Beefy. 

Whereupon it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested to 
draw a contract selling the lands west of the Apalachiea- 
la River to the said Company upon the same terms as 
lands were contracted to be sold to the Great Southern 
railway Co. with the additional proviso that these lands 
are withdrawn from market except to actual settlers for 
purposes of cultivation, and further provided that a for- 
feiture of the contract of sale shall occur unless the 
work is commenced, progressed and furnished according 
to the term of said contract. 

Communications were received from James Tucker & 
Alex Grant asking for grant of lands to aid in render- 
ing navigable the Suwannee and Withlaeooehee rivers, 
which were read and referred to the Attorney General 
Commissioner of Lands & the Treasurer for investigation 
and report. 

A proposition was received from Peter Papin in the 
name and on behalf of the Cooperative Colonization Trust 
Company of Florida to purchase certain lands in the 
southern counties at ten cents per acre upon condition of 
placing settlers upon them, which was read and referred 
to Messrs. Eagan and Cowgill for investigation and re- 
port. 

It was ordered That |41.78 be refunded to N. H. 
Moragne assignee of J, C- McMillan purchase money paid 
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for lots :t & S of 8. -!». T. 1", H. ?~ S. & E.. said kit* l>eing 
in the military reservation around Palatka & having 
been purchased* at the above mentioned price, the Trus- 
tees having no authority to sell. 

The Treasurer was directed to pay the account of It. 
G. Dennis for services as Timber Agent from the 10th day 
of April to the 10th day of February at tbe rate of fifty 
dollars per month. 

The Treasurer was directed to pay to C. A. Cowgill 
Secretary two hundred dollars aa in full for making tbe 
Index book. • _ , , 

C. A. COWGILL. 



Thursday March 4, 1873. 

The Trustees met in the executive Chamber upon the 
call of the President. Present all the members except Mr. 
Eagan C. of L. & I. 

Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

The Attorney General presented a contract made with 
the West Florida and Mobile R. K. Co. which was read 
and approved and signed by the parties respectively, as 
follows, viz : 

This instrument made and entered into this fourth 
day of March A. D. 1875. by and lietween the West Flor- 
ida and Mobile Railroad Company, a corporation duly 
created and organized under and bv virtue of an act of 
the Legislature of the State of Florida entitled 'An Act l« 
provide ;i tleneral law for the incorporation of Railroads 
and i-auats* approved Feb. 19. 1874. party of the fust part 
and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
the said State of Florida, party of the second part — 
Witnessetli — 

That the said party of the first part for and in con- 
sideration of the sum of five dollars in hand received be- 
fore the execution of this instrument, and the agreement 
of the said party of the second part hereinafter contained 
agrees and is hereby firmly bounden unto the said party 
of the second part as follows towit: 

1st. To construct a rail road from the present terininns 
of the Jacksonville Pen sa col a & Mobile Railroad on the 
east side of the Apalachicoln river to the Western bound- 



SG 

ary of the State of Florida and to Pensacola Bay, the 
said road to be completed within two years from the 
date of this instrument. 

2nd. To construct said road in conformity with, the 
specification contained in the sixth section of an act of 
the Legislature of Florida entitled "an act to proVide for 
and encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvements 
in this State"' approved January (j, 1855 and the amend- 
ments thereto. 

3rd. To pay to the said party of the second part and 
in lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree- 
ment l>e sold and conveyed to said party of the first part 
and at the price in this instrument named, upon the ex- 
ecution of the deeds. And the paid par ty of the second 
part in consideration of the sum of five dollars in hand re- 
ceived from the said party of the first part before the ex- 
ecution of this instrument and in consideration of the 
great benefits to be derived by the State of Florida from 
the construction of a railroad according to the agreement 
of the said party of the first part as above set forth 
agrees and is hereby bouuden unto the said party of the 
first part as follows, viz: — 

1st. When ten miles of said railroad shall be con- 
structed and in running order according to the termn 
of this agreement, the said party of the second part shall 
•ell and convey to the said party of the first part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of" $3000 (three thousand 
dollars) lawful money, two hundred (200) sections of 
land tor such legal subdivisions as may be equivalent in 
amount to said two hundred sections) lying nearest to 
the said completed miles of road & upon the completion 
oi each additional ten miles of said road shall sell and 
convey to the said party of the first part at the same price 
a like number of sections, provided however that the 
whole number of acres so sold and conveyed shall not ex- 
ceed the number of acres now vested in the said party of 
the second part lying west of the Apalachicola River, th« 
same being about eleven hundred thousand acres as ap- 
pears by the certificate of the Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration hereto annexed :— 

2nd. To withdraw all the lands now vested in the 
said party of the second part, Vying west of the Apalach- 
icola river being the lands covered by this contract, 
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from market on the execution of this instrument, and 
to reserve the same exclusively for sale and convey- 
ance to the said party of the first part on the compli- 
ance of the said party of the first part with the terms 
and conditions hereinbefore recited. 

Provided however that the said party of the first part 
stall construct ten miles of the said road within six 
months from the date of this instrument and 
thereafter shall construct at least ten miles of saidi road 
every three months, and in case of failure to comply with 
this provision the said party of the second part shall in 
its discretion have the right to consider this contract at 
an end and to place hack upon the market all the lands so 
reserved excepting such portions of the same as may have 
been theretofore sold and conveyed to the said party of 
the first part under this agreement. It being however 
understood and agreed that the said party of the second 
part for the purpose of encouraging immigration and set- 
tlement shall have the right to sell any of the said re- 
served lands to actual settlers of forty, eighty or one hun- 
dred and sixty acres at the present price of State land* 
vi?,: — One dollar per acre for parcels of forty acres, ninety 
.cents per acre for parcels of eighty acres and eighty 
cents per acre for parcels of one hundred and sixty acres, 
provided however that se lands lying within two miles 
on either side of the surveyed line of the road shall be so 
sold without the written consent of the said party of the 
first part and provided further that the money received 
for such parcels of lands shall be paid over by the said 
party of the second part to the party of the first part in 
lieu of the lands so sold or other lands shall be substi- 
tuted therefor at the option of the Trustees. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in duplicate at Tallahas- 
see the day &, date above written. 

R W. RUTER. President of W. F. & M. R B. Go. 

E. M. CHENEY, Sec v. W. F. k M. B. B. Co. 

M. L. STEARNS. (J over nor. 

W. A. COCKE. Atty. Gen. I 

C. A. COWGILL, Comptroller. 
CHAS. K. FOSTER. Treasurer. 

D. EAQiAN, Com. of I,ands * Im. 

Charles Koch, presented a communication in which lit 
Stated that be was sent by Gov. Reed to Europe in 1871 
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to obtain immigrants /or Florida and that under the 
agreement made with & by Gov. Reed the State owes him 
J1237. for the services as above mentioned & as the State 
has not paid him & refuses to pay, he requests the Trus- 
tees to pay the said bill. 

Whereupon — 

It was resolved That the Secretary return the commu- 
nication to Mr. Koch and inform htm that they have no 
authority to appropriate the funds belonging to the I. I. 
Fund for such a purpose. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



March 12th, 1875. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor. 

W, A, Cocke, Attorney General. 

Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer. 

I). Eagan, C. of L. & I. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution which was 
read and adopted. 

Resolved. Tltat Dennis Eagan Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration for the State of Florida, be and he is 
hereby directed to take the necessary steps on behalf of 
the State to settle all claims of the State with the Depart- 
ment of the Interior of the United States arising under 
the several acts of Congress donating lands to the State 
& to secure for the State all warrants, patents or monies 
that may have accrued to the State under any of the acts 
of Congress — 

Be it further Resolved That the said Commissioner i» 
hereby requested to" call on Mess. Williams. Swann and 
Corley to assist him in procuring such settlements, as 
agreed by tlteiu in their contract of May 10th',"' 1873. 

Be it further resolved, that the necessary -and reason- 
able expenses incurred in canning out the above in- 
struct ions will be paid by the Board, 

A eontmuuication was received from the Gnlf & At* 
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lantic Transit Canal Company requesting tha% a grant 
of lands be given to said Co. which was read. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secy. 



Tallahassee, April 10th, '75, 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber — 
All the members present. _ 

A letter was received from Haney G? Eastman of Po- 
keepsie, N. Y., stating that he with other gentlemen 
proposed an Immigration scheme of some magnitude to 
Florida, involving the building of a railroad from some ' 
water terminus into the Interior, and requested a sale, 
or grant of land to aid the enterprise, and Mr, Swann 
appeared before the Board giving some detailed state- 
ments concerning the enterprise — 

Whereupon 

It was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Trustees view with favor the enter- 
prise proposed by Mr. Eastman and that he be requested" 
to submit a proposition agreeing to build & equip a first 
class narrow guage railroad within twelve months from 
date, of not less than 25 miles in length running West- 
wardly or Southwardly from Lake Mnnroe, and to locate 
a town containing not less than five hundred inhabitants 
and a hotel whose cost of construction shall be at least 
f 50,000, and requesting the Trustees to sell 50,000 acres 
of Swamp and overflowed lauds to lie selected West at 
Range 30 and South of Township 22 at the rate of ten 
cents per acre." 

The Secretary was directed to communicate with Mr. 
Eastman and send a copy of the above resolution to him. 

The Treasurer was directed to refund to George W, 
Carter fsu.ooo, that amount having been paid by him 
in 1859 for the South half of the S. E. quarter of 
Sect, 24 in T. 0. S. of R. 27 E. containing 80 acres, the 
said land being in the Palatka reservation and never hay- 
ing belonged to the State. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. April 19th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present all the members. 

A hill was presented for expenses as Timber Agent fop 
the mouths of February and March by L, G, Dennis for 
fSO.OO which was allowed. 

A letter was received from T. XV. Osborn Presdt of the 
Great Southern Railway Co, requesting that floats 
might be issued for the lands accruing to the Company 
for construction ttf the road from the St. Marys river to 
Jacksonville, on rue ground that there is not sufficient 
land to the north of Jacksonville belonging to the Fund 
to enable the Trustees to comply with their contract with 
the Company, which was read and considered and the Sec- 
retary was directed to inform Mr. Osborn that the Trus- 
tees declined to change the terms of the contract and that 
when 10 miles of the said road was completed, they 
would be permitted to purchase the stipulated number of 
acres nearest the road. 

A propositi on was received from Andrew E. Hodges 
to be permitted to cut all the cedar upon the Trust lands 
lying in Township 15 and 16 of Range 16, South and' East 
paying therefor three cents per cubic foot, whereupon 

It wan Resolved 

That the Trustees will sell the cedar timber in .the 
above mentioned sections to Mr. Hodges at 4 cents pep 
cubic foot, and that if the proposition be accepted by Mr. 
Hodges, that, the Attorney General and Commissioner 
of Lands and Immigration are instructed to draw up a 
contract with Mr. Hodges. 

The board then adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11 
tw m. 

C. A. COWGILL. 

Secretary. 



April 20, 18T6. 
like Trustees met pursuant to adjournment. 
All the mpmbers present. 

A communication was received from Ray P. Baton at- 
torney at law of Washington City D. C, in which ha 
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stated that the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Company 
had a claim against the United States for balance due 
for transporting troops &c during the year 1865-6, and 
that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ap- 
peared to be the legal representatives of said Company 
and offered his professional services to have the aaid 
claim allowed to the Trustees and on motion it was 
unanimously Resolved That the service of Mr. Eaton be 
engaged as he proposes and that the Attorney General be 
requested to draw up the necessary papers. 

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corley enclosing a letter for Win. H. Ludlow, 
in which the possibility of selling all the lands of the 
Fund was suggested and requesting to know the price at 
which one to 5 millions of land would be sold, whereupon 
the Secretary was directed to inform Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corley, that one million of the Swamp and over- 
flowed lands would be sold in tracts of 100,00ft acres for 
28 cents per acre net and from 2 to 5,000,000 at 25 cents 
per acre net- 
In response to various communications for Peter P&pin 
Treadt of the Cooperation Colonization Trust Company 
of Florida, the following Resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved that the Trustees of the I. I. Fund agree to 
tell and convey to the Cooperative Colonization Trust 
Company of Florida all lands in Munroe Co. as soon as 
they are patented to the State by the United States at 
the rate of ten cents per acre upon which said Company 
shall have made improvements and located a family of 
actual settlers for each and every 320 acres provided the 
said Company purchase at the same rate all lands that 
may be vacant in each and every Township in which a 
settlement has been made by it. 

The Secretary was directed to forward a copy of said 
resolution to Mr, I'apin. 

C. A. COWOILLj 

Oompt. 
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May 1st, 1875. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor. 

W. A, Cocke, Atty. Genl. 

D. EagaD, C. L. & I. 

C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 

A communication was received from F. Vose as fol- 
lows, viz: — 

Tallahassee, Fla., April 30, '75. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida. 
Gentlemen 

Being desirous of making a settlement with your 
Board for the amount due me as a creditor of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, I make the following proposi- 
tion. 

If the Trustees will pay me the sum of four hundred 
thousand dollars ($400,000) within one year from date, 
1 will accept said sum in full settlement of my claim 
against the Fund and surrender all the coupons held by 
me whether due or to become due. I will further relieve 
the Trustees for any responsibility for the collection of 
the amount to f;«ll due hereafter from the Florida Rail- 
road as Sinking Fund upon the Bonds held by me, taking 
the authority from your Board to collect the same in the 
name of the Trustees at my own expense. 

I will also consent to any arrangement that maybe 
satisfactory to the Trustees to enter a consent decree for 
the discharge of the Receiver in the suit pending between 

The whole amount which I claim against this fund is 
$560,950,80-100 as per enclosed memorandum. 

BeBpect fully, 

F VOSE. 

(Memorandum accompanying the above communica- 
tion.) 

Statement of F. Yose's claim against the Internal Im- 
provement Fund — 
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m 

Overdue 

5850 Coupons (195 bonds) from March 1, 

1861, to March 1875, |35 each ? 204,750 00 

Interest on do 107,493 75 

Expenses of litigation 55,000 00 

1 367,243 75 
Interest one year * 25,707 06 

1392,950 81 
To become due 4800 coupons (150 bonds) 
from March, '75, to March '91, ?35 each. . . 168,000 00 

f 560,950 81 
On motion of Attorney General Cocke the communica- 
tion was referred to a committee of two for investiga- 
tion and report; Whereupon, 
Messrs. Cocke & Eagan were appointed said commit- 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary., . 



May 25th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. Present all the members except the 
Treasurer. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

A communication was received from Wm. H. Gleason 
which was read as follows, viz: 
To the Hon. Board of Trustees of the In. Imp. Fund of 

the State of Florida. 
Gentlemen 

In pursuance of certain contracts made between myself 
and your Honorable Board dated March 13th A. D. 1868, 
and February 4th, A. D. 1869, I have completed a canal 
or ditch containing three hundred thousand -(300,000) 
cubic feet in Township forty two Range forty three cast 
which canal or ditch connects Lake Worth with the At- 
lantic Ocean, lowers the water in the Lake and drains nnd 
reclaims all the adjoining lauds, as appears by the certi- 
ficate and affidavit herewith enclosed. 
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The work thus performed by me entitles ine under the 
naid contracts to receive from yonr Hon. Board a con- 
veyance of six sections of land (one section for each 
fifty thousand cubic feet of canal or ditch dug) the same 
to be selected by me and on payment to your Board of 
forty dollars for each section when conveyed. I herewith 
tender to your honorable Board the sum of two hundred 
and forty ($240) dollars and requests a conveyance to me 
of the following schedule of lands herewith enclosed, th« 
said lands being within the limits of the grants of March 
13th A. D. 1868 and February 4th A. D. 1869— 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. GLEASON, 
Tallahassee. Fin.. May 24th, 1875. 

This communication was accompanied by a sworn 
statement of Wm. B. G lea son that he had dug the ditch 
or canal referred to. 

Whereupon oa motion of Mr. Engan the following pre- 
amble and resolution were adopted. 

Whereas, Wra. H, 'Gleason claiming to have excavated 
three hundred thousand cubic feet of canal or ditch in 
Towu ships Range in pursuance of certain contracts 
made between him and this Board dated April 13th 1868 
and February 4, 1869, has this day made a demand upon 
thiB Board, for a sale and conveyance to him of six sec- 
tions of land at the rate of forty d#llars per section and 
has tendered therefor the sum of two hundred and forty 
dollars being the amount of land and the price therefore 
stipulated for the said amount of ditching in the said 
contract : and whereas this Board is now advised that it 
has no power to appropriate any of the lands belonging 
to the Internal Improvement Fund for the purpose of 
drainage or for any other purpose except for the proseci»- 
tion of the works of Internal Improvement especially 
designated in an act to encourage a liberal system of In- 
ternal Improvement in this State approved Jany. Ctb, 
1855, or to pay the obligations already contracted in be- 
half of said improvements and that the said contracts 
are. therefore null and void, therefore. 

Be it Resolved that the demand of the said Gleason for 
the sale and conveyance as aforesaid be not complied with 
for the reasons above stated. 
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A communication was received from Wm. H. Gleaeon 
asking to be appointed an agent of the Trustees to sell 
the swamp and overflowed lands at the following prices. 
Quantities of 50.000 acre at 55 cts pr acre. 
Quantities of 100,000 acre at 50 cts pr acre. 
Quantites of 20H.UOU acre at 45 cts pr acre- 
Quantities of 500,000 aere at 40 cts pr acre. 
Quantities of 1,0110,000 acre at 25 eta pr acre. 
Which was read and do further action taken thereon. 
The Memorial c? E. Hopkins Presdt. of the Lake 
Harney & Indian River Train *Road Co. was taken up 
for consideration and 

It was Resolved that the Trustee feel unable to sell 
lauds to said Company at a nominal rate as they are now 
advised they have no power to appropriate any of the 
lands belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund for 
other purposes than the prosecution of the works of 
Internal Improvement especially designated in "an act 
to encourage a liberal system of Int. Imp. in this State 
approved J any Hlh 1855 or to pay the obligations already 
contracted in l>elmlf of said improvements. 

A communication was received from T. W. Osborn in 
which he stated that Gen. Ludlow of K. York, requested 
him to open negotiations with the Trustees, by which Mr. 
Ludlow should be appointed an agent of the Board for 
one year or more to sell lands in large quantities in Eu- 
rope or elsewhere which waB read and no action taken 
thereon. 

The following letter was presented from Messrs. Wil- 
liams, Swann & Cor ley which was read. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida. 
Gentlemen 

We have the honer to request that your Board will 
make the necessary deeds of conveyance for the lands 
heretofore sold by us as agents under the decree of the 
court in the suit of Francis Vose vs. the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund. Said sales were reported 
from time to time to the Salesman and with one or two 
exceptions were made under the Bcale of prices adopted 
by the Trustees. 

In those cases where we sold in large quantities at 65 
cents per acre, we think the sales were expedient 
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and judicious and hope that your Board will concur with 
us relative thereto. 

Very respectfully, 
Your Obt. Servants, 
WILLIAMS, SWANN & CORLEY, 

Agents. 
Whereupon on motion of Hon. Wm. A. Cocke the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley he 
requested to present to the Trustees a schedule of the 
lands sold by them for which they dtsire to have deeds 
made by the Trustees showing at what price said lands 
were sold and their charges for commissions upon each 
gale, and for other expenses. 

On motion the Board adjourned to meet tomorrow at 
12 M. 

G. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



May 26th, 1875. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. Present all 
the members except the Treasurer. 

The following letter was received from Messrs. Wil* 
Hams, Swann & Corley. 

Tallahassee, Fla., May 26, 1875. 
Gentlemen : — 

In part compliance with the resolution adopted yes- 
terday by your Board we herewith transmit an abstract 
of the lands sold by us for which we desire to have deeds 
executed to the respective purchasers. 

The aggregate quantity of land sold is 8,596.02 acres 
and the amount of purchase money paid therefor is 
16,335.18. The amount changed by us as commissious on 
each sale was ten per cent of the purchase money, making 
our total commission amount to J633.51. We also charg- 
ed the amounts paid ont by us for preliminary expenses 
of sale, the special items of which were reported to the 
Treasurer of your board from time to time. We cannot to- 
day specify the particular items as it would be necessary 
to procure them from our own office at Fernandina or 
the office of the Master in Jacksonville or from the office 



97 

of the Treasurer of your Board. The largest item is the 
expense of procuring township plats to enable us to fur- 
nish information to applicants to purchase. 

Very respectfully, 
WILLIAMS, SWANN & COBLEY, 

Agents, &c. 

After some discussion of this subject Judge Cocke of- 
fered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Trustees Bign the deeds for sales of 
land as appears by abstract furnished by Williams, 
Swann & Cor ley to the Trustees on the 26th day of May 
1875, reserving such points as to expenses and fommis- 
sions as the Trustees may make to the Court ; and 

C. A. Cowgill offered the following as a substitute for 
the above Resolution. 

Besolved that the Trustees decline to execute deeds for 
the lands sold by Mess. Williams, Swann & Corley aa 
stated in the abstract of such sales this day furnished by 
them, for the following reasons. 

1st. That in some instances sales of small tracts have 
been made at a much lower rate than the price affixed by 
the Trustees, and they believe that the same sales would 
have been made by themselves at the regular price. 

2nd. That from the proceeds of the sales embraced in 
said abstract Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley have re- 
tained not only ten per cent claimed by them as commis- 
sions but also a large amount for preliminary and other 
expenses, rendering it impracticable for the Salesman to 
specify with accuracy the net amount received for each 
tract thus embarrassing and obscuring the records of 
sale. 

3rd. That to prevent this embarrassment of our records 
of sales we think the allowances to Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corley for all expenses and commissions should 
be determined by the Court, and paid out of the funds 
in the hands of the Receiver. * * • 

M. L. StearnB presented! a bill of $194.50 for expenses 
of self incurred during two visits to Jacksonville on bus- 
iness of the Fund and for himself and the other Trustees 
attending session of U. S. Circuit Court in case of K Vose 

7 1. I. 
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vs. the Trustees i Deluding telegrams which was allowed 
and the Treasurer directed to pav it. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Tuesday June 1st, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor 1 . 

Present: M. L. Stearns. Gov. 

W. A, Cocke. Atty. Genl. 
C. A. Cowgill. Compt. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

C. A. Cowgill offered a preamble and resolution which 
was adopted as follows, viz: 

Whereas, A. Doggett, Esq.. was appointed Receiver in 
the case of F. Vose vs. H. Bisiiee & al on the 1st day of 
June A. I>. 1872. by the Hon. Philip Frazer Judge of the 
"U. S. Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florida 
and under such appointment the said A. Doggett, Esq., has 
been making monthly visits to Tallahassee for the pur- 
pose of receiving from the Treasurer of the I. I. Fund all 
monies that are to be turned over to him by virtue of 
«aid decree at an expense to the Fund of at least $50 for 
each visit and as the said funds with the monthly state- 
ment of accounts can as well and as safely be sent to the 
Treasurer by express to the said A. Doggett, Esq., mak- 
ing a saving of more than six hundred dollars per annum, 
therefore 

Resolved 

That the Hon. M. L. Stearns Governor and President 
of the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund be and he 
hereby is appointed representative of the Trustees to call 
the at ten i ion of his Honor, Judge Frazer to this subject 
and to request from him an order directing the said Re- 
ceiver to discontinue his monthly visits to Tallahassee 
for the purpose of receiving said funds and to direct the 
Treasurer of the I. I. Fund to transmit to the said A. 
Doggett, Esq., by express at the end of each month all 
funds that should be turned over to him by virtue of the 
aforesaid decree. 

Notice was received from Williams, Swann and Corley 
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that on the 2nd day of June they would apply to Hon. 
Philip Fra/,er Judge of U. 8. Court for approval of tlieir 
accounts and confirmation of sales of land as agents. 

A letter from Williams. Swauu & Corley was received 
endowing one from Gen. W. H. Ludlow requesting to be 
made exclusive agent for sale of lands in largs bodies, 
outside of the State, and Messrs. W. S. & C. expressed 
their desire that each an agreement should tie given to 
Gen. L — 

Whereupon the Secretary was directed to correspond 
with Mr. Ludlow & Messrs. W, S. & C. on the subject. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. 



June 30th, 1875. 
The Trustees met in the office of the Attorney General. 
Present : W. A. Cocke, Arty. Gfenl. 

Dennis Eagan, Comr. of L. & I. 

C. FL Foster. Treasurer, 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 

On motion Hon. Wm. A. Cocke was appointed chair- 
man. 

L-. G. Dennis accounts for expenses incurred as Timber 
Agent for $125 for the month of May & $62 for the month 
of April were allowed & the Treasurer directed to pay 
them. 

L. G. Dennis presented a bill for salary as Timber 
Agent for 4 & 2-3 mos. from Feby 10th, to Jnne 30, 1875, 
for $233 33-100 which was allowed and the Treasurer di- 
rected to pay it. 

A bill was presented by Horatio Jenkins, Jr., for ser- 
vices as referee in the case of Trustees vs. J. P. & M. B. 
B. Co., Walter S. Littlefield et al., services performed 
in April 1874 for $50.00 which was allowed and the , 
Treasurer directed to pay by the following vote. 

Yeas — Messrs. Eagan, Foster & Cowgill. 

Naye — Mr. Cocke. 

A hill was allowed to the Florida Union for printing 
copies of brief of answer & exhibits of Trustees in the 
Vose case in the May term of the TJ. S 1 . Circuit Court for 
$40.00. 
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C. A. Cowgill presented a Wit far fifty dollara for ex- 
penses incurred in carrying out a resolution of the Trus- 
tees dated August 2Gtn 1874. instructing him to demand 
and receive from Moses Taylor of New York certain 
bonds in his possession belonging to the Fund, which 
was allowed and the Treas. directed to pay it. 

An account was presented from Frank W. Webster 
reading as follows: 

Internal Impitjvement Fund 
State of Florida Dr. 
To Frank Webster Dr. 

To services as Salesman of Board of Trustees 
I. I. Fund State of Florida from August nth 
1868 to May 15th 1871 at twelve hundred dol- 
lars per annum , f 3,403.33 

Whereupon it appearing that during the time that Mr. 
Webster served as Salesman of the Board the hire of one 
clerk & at times two, was paid by the Trustees for the 
use of his office it was 

Resolved, That the bill be not allowed, Mr. Webster 
having no claim upon the Fund for his services as Bales- 
man. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secy. 



Friday July 2, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present all the members. 

The minutes of the last two meetings read & approved. 

The following preamble and resolution was adopted 
unanimously. 

Whereas, Unnecessary expenses have heretofore been 
incurred in the monthly transfer of funds to the Receiver 
under the decree of the U. 8. Circuit Court. Therefore 

Resolved, That the fiscal month close on the 30th of 
each month & that the Treasurer be & he is hereby direct- 
ed to deliver or cause to be delivered the funds (to be 
turned over) to the Receiver, in Jacksonville on the suc- 
ceeding day, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable. 

Various communications from Messrs. Williams, 
Swann & Corlev, & one from Wm. H. Ludlow of New 
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Tork, requesting the appointment of the latter as exclu- 
sive agent for the sale of the Swamp & overflowed lands 
outside of the State of Florida were presented & after 
diseussion of the subject they were referred to the Com- 
missioner of Lands &. Immigration and Attorney General 
for report. 

Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley presented a sched- 
ule of lands sold by them as agents of the Court with the 
expenses incurred upon each sale, and 

foe salesman was instructed to prepare deeds for all 
the lands sold where the price obtained waB the schedule 
price as adopted by the Trustees, in conformity wirb the 
recent decree of Judge Fraaer, 

Messrs. Williams Swann & Corley also requested that 
the Trustees would make deed* to Edward C. Hunger- 
ford for the lands purchased by him at a lowe§ rate than 
the schedule prices urging various reasons therefor, and 
after consideration & discussion The salesman was di- 
rected to prepare the deed for said lands for the signa- 
ture of the Trustees. 

Application was made by the St. Johns Railway Co. 
for a deed for the Alternate sections of land condition- 
ally conveyed to said Company by t*ect. 13 of C 936, No 
95, 1858 laws of Florida , and the application with the 
accompanying papers were referred to Hon. Win. A. 
Cooke for investigation & report. . 

A bill for 1468.80 was presented' by Henry WellB sur- 
viving partner of Randolph & Wells Agents for the se- 
lection of Swamp lands for Amt. dne for the selection 
of lands embraced in the following patent* • 

Patent No. 9 St. Augustine land die't. 2fl.657.80 

" 10 " 2.793.25 

" 11 " 232.06 

« 11 Newnansville land dis't 22,030.81 

Patent No. Hi Tampa land dis't 3,886.88 

5S.600.8O 

At 8 mills ]»er acre. . ■ . . $468.80- 

which was read and 
referred to the Secretary. 

An itemized accouut for professional services rendered 
the Trustees for f775. was presented byH. Bisbee, Jr., 
& ailownd i the Treasurer directed to pay it. 
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Mr introduced tlie following preamble 

:md resolution, viz: 

Whereas it appears from the records of tlie proceedings 
of this Board that Calvin B. Dibble and George W. 
.-rv.epson wet* on the 8th day of April A. D. 1869 ap- 
]K>iuted! the confidential Agents of the Trustees of the I. 
I. Fund of Florida with authority in each to take up the 
outstanding first mortgage Bonds of the Pensacola and 
Georgia & the Tallahassee B. B. Companies and that the 
Attorney General and Comptroller were directed to turn 
over to «iid Dibble & Swepson or either of them ail 
moneys that may be received by them from' the pur- 
chasers of said roads at the sale thereof on the 20th <kiy 
of March of said year, and whereas it also appears that 
the said George W. Kwcpson as such Agent did receive 
from the Attorney General and Comptroller the sum. of 
four hundiyd & seventy-two thousand tind sixty-five dol- 
lars ($47-.065) & did receipt for the same. And whereas 
the said Dihble & Kwepson have rendered no account of 
any bonds of said Companies taken up by them with said 
moneys nor in any manner accounted for said moneys to 
this Boa nl. Therefore Be it Resolved, That the power 
and authority heretofore conferred upon George W. 
fiwepson and Calvin B. Dibble as the agents of this 
Board to take up or purchase with said moneys any 
bonds issued by the said Railroad Companies be and the 
Same is hereby revoked. 

2nd. Resolved that the Attorney and solicitor of this 
Board be Bad he is hereby instructed to proceed without 
delay to rowpel tlie said Swepson to account for the said 
-moneys so received as aforesaid and to receive from said 
Hwepson any Bonds of said Companies which he has 
taken np if any. ami the balance of such purchase money 
now due from him. 

3rd. Anil he it further resolved that, for the purpose of 
assuring the ittymeiir at maturity of the principal of the 
•aid outstanding Bonds of said Bailroad Companies, the 
Treasurer of this Board is hereby directed to invest all 
moneys wlm*h may he received on account of said pur- 
chase money or on areount of any sinking Fund that may 
now be due in Cnited States Bonds and to invest the in- 
terest that may accrue thereon in United States Bonds. 
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4th. And in view of the very large interest the State 
of Florida has in the Railroads formerly owned by the 
said Companies and now owned by the Jacksonville, Pen- 
sa cola and! Mobile Railroad Company as the holder of 
three thousand bonds of the latter Company of the de- 
nomination of one thousand dollars each dated January 
lBt, 1870, maturing in litiiu, which interest the State is 
now endeavoring to protect by Judicial proceeding* and 
otherwise, that in case said moneys can not be collected 
from the said Swepson and it becomes necessary to re- 
sort to said last mentioned Kail road Company, and' said 
Railroad property and to proceed to collect therefrom 
any of moneys adjudged in be due from said Company 
by the decree of the Circuit Court of Duval County ren- 
dered April 2nd, 1874 & in that event in order that the 
rights of the State as a holder of said Railroad bonds 
may be protected to the utmost extent — 

Re it resolved That it is the opinion and judgment -of 
thiB Board that every effort should be made to collect so 
much and no more of said moneys adjudged due by said 
decree, from the income and revenue of said Railroad and 
its property to be invested in said bonds of the United 
States or other good security of the United States as wilt 
be sufficient together with the one per cent, sinking Fund 
per annum due upon the said outstanding Bonds to pay 
off said Rends at maturity. 

Judge Cocke moved that the resolution be amended by 
striking out the 3 & 4th resolution which motion wag lost 
by the following vote. 

Tea* — Mr. Cocke. 

Jfoys — Meesra Oowgill, Eagan, Foster k Stearns. 

The preamble and resolutions were then adopted by thte 
following vote: 
Yeas — Miess. Cowgill, Eag%n, Foster & Steams-. 
Nays — Mr.. Gocke, 
The Board then adjourned. n 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 12th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upOD the 
call of the Governor. 

The Treasurer was directed to refund to Hugh A. 
Corley agent for F, S. Merritt f39.50 payment made on 
the 14th day of September A. J"). 1874 to the Salesman, 
for 39A acres of land which belonged to the United 
States," said land being the S. W. qr of the N. \V. qr. of 
Sect. 36, T. 21 S. R. 23 E. 

The Committee to whom was referred the propositions 
of Mess. Williams. Swann & Corley & W. H. Ludlow con- 
cerning the sale of land in England through the appoint- 
ment of Hon. Reverdy Johnson as Agent presented the^ 
following Resolution: 

Whereas the accumulation of indebtedness against 
the luternal Improvement Fund of Florida by reason of 
the nonpayment of coupons upon guaranteed Railroad 
Bonds during the Rebellion and the annually accruing 
liability for coupons falling due and the expenses of liti- 
gation consequent upon institution of judicial proceed- 
ings by certain holders of said coupons render the ordi- 
nary sales of lands to settlers inadequate to meet the 
demands upon the Fund and the Trustees believe that 
without some extraordinary effort on their part to ob- 
tain an amount sufficient to pay off the indebtedness 
which has already accrued, the greater part of the Int. 
Imp. Fund, will be consumed in paying the interest 
upon the borul.s already issued and the expenses of liti- 
gation leaving but little, if any tiling to be applied to 
any further improvement in the State, and whereas it 
has been strongly represented 1 to us that by the employ- 
ment of a reliable and influential agent to place before 
the capitalists of England a true statement of the value 
of our land** they could be induced to invest a sufficient 
amount in the purchase of^aid lands to enable us to pay 
off. the present indebtedness and relieve the Fund from 
further embarrassment provided the price of said land 
shall be made sufficiently low to offer extraordinary in- 
ducements for such investment; and whereas we believe 
that the Hon. Reverdy Johnson of Maryland by reason of 
his high reputation at home and abroad and his acquaint- 
ance with the customs and manners of the English people, 
is eminently qualified to assist us in making sales of land 
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for the purpose aforesaid and has consented to act as our 
agent in the premises. Therefore 

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That Reverdy 
Johnson of Maryland be and is hereby appointed the 
agent of this Board for the purpose of negotiating sales 
of the lands belonging to the Internal Improvement 
Fund lying East of the Apalachioola River provided the 
quantity of lands sold by him as such agent shall not 
be less than one million acres nor more than three million 
acres, such sales to be made within six months from this 
date and on the following tenns: If less than two million 
acres be sold by said agent the amount to be paid there- 
fore into the Internal Improvement Fund Bhall be twenty 
eight cents per acre free from all charges and expenses. 
The lands that may be sold by such agent to be selected 
by the purchaser thereof, in tract containing not less 
than" one hundred- thousand acres of contiguous lands. In 
making such selections tracts shall be considered contigu- 
ous whien j! ie not separated by other lands belonging to 
the Fund, that is to say. when two tracts of land belong- 
ing to the Fund are separated by lands belonging to the 
United Stages or individuals, they shall for the pur- 
poses aforesaid be considered contiguous tracts. 

2. Be it further resolved. That the Board will execute 
such papers as may be neecssary to satisfy all parties in- 
terested that our said agent has full authority to act in 
the premises on behalf of the Trustees and to enable said 
agent to furnish to purchasers the legal evidence to sus- 
tain any contract made through him and for that purpose 
the Board will execute a deed conveying to the said Rever- 
dy Johnson three million of acres of land to be selected by 
him or his assigns in the manner hereinbefore set forth a 
copy of which deed shall be delivered to the said Reverdy 
Johnson and the original thereof shall be deposited with 

, of London to be delivered to the said 

Johnson upon his payment to said 

— of an amount sufficient to place seven hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars in the Banking house of 

in the city 

of New York to thp credit of the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, and thp Board will further execute 
a power of Attorney to said Reverdv Johnson authoria- 
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ing lii in to sell three million of acres of land in quantities 
and on the terms hereinbefore specified, conditioned 
however that of the moneys received by him from Bucb. 
sales an amount equal to twenty-five cents per acre for 

the landa eo sottf shall be paid to the said 

in London to the 

credit of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, and ibe Board will further furnish to said agent 
an appointment as the agent of the Board for the pur- 
poses aforesaid upon the same terms and conditions. 
Be it further resolved that a committee be appointed 

consisting of Messrs 

to confer with our ageDt and to 

arrange all matters preliminary to the assuming of such 
agency and to make such arrangements in New York 
us may be necessary to carry out all matters connected 
with or to result from any sales that may be made by 
said agents and said Committee is requested to proceed 
immediately to New York for the purpose aforesaid. 
Saiii Committee are specially instructed to eee to the 
nafe. deposit of the deed herein agreed to be made in the 

of l.nniltiii and to arrange with the Banking house of . . . . 

in New York 

for the proper transfer of any funds that may be received 
in K n gland belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund 
ao that the same may l>e received in New York and field 
subject to the further order of the Trustees. 
4. Be it further resolved that if the said Committee t-hall 
after proceeding to New York, and consulting with the 
parties through whom the sales of land as above rtated 
■re proposed to be negotiated, deem it advisable tft retain 
the papers herein agreed to be executed and not deliver 
them said Committee are hereby clothed with full author- 
ity to do so. and they are further authorized to execute 
on behalf of the Board of Trustee* any other paper that 
may be uecssai-v to carry out the proposed sale or to 
■withdraw all offers heretofore made in their discretion. 

On motion of C. A. Cowgill the first blank in the 3rd 
resolution was filled with the names of "M. L. .Stearns 
Governor & Dennis Eagan Commissioner." 

The preamble & resolutions were then unanimously 
adopted. 
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The appoint meat of Beverdy Johnson as agent under 
the second resolution was signed, and also the deed, said 
deed to be placed in Borne banking house in London in 
escrow. 

C- A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 30th, 1876. 

The Trustees met in the office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 

Present — Messrs. Cocke, Foster & Cowgill. 

The following preamble and resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas the Treasurer of the I. I. Fond receipted in 
the month of June to Williams. Swiiim & Oorley agents 
of the V. S. Court for the sale of lands for draft Nk*. 
748 dated! June 7th, 1875. drawn by S. A. Swann on 
Duncan Sherman & Co.. of H. York amounting to #224. 
14-100 and turned into the Treasury #224.14 100 cash for 
said draft, and whereas said draft upon being forwarded 
for collection has been returned protested for nonpay- 
ment. 

Therefore resolved That the Treasurer C. H. Foster be 
reimbursed to the amount of said draft, of #224.14-100 
and he is hereby authorized! to place that amount to his 
credit. 

A bill of the Telegraph Co. against C. H. Foster, Tr. 
I. I. F. for #4.00 was allowed & ordered paid. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 29th, 1873. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 

Present— Messrs. Stearns, Eagan & Cowgill. 

A copy of * 

the decree made by B. B. Archibald Judge- of the 4th 
Judicial Circuit on the 20th of August 1875, in the case 
of "The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 4 
State of Florida vs. The Jacksonville Fensacola k Mobile 
R. B. Co. The Florida Central B. B. Co. M. 8. LittlefleM 
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k al," waB presented by H. BiBbee, Jr., Attorney for -lie 
Board, and the Secretary was directed to have it re- 
corded in the clerk's office of Leon County. 

On motion it was unanimously 

Resolved. 

That the Treasurer be & he is hereby directed to pay 
to H. BiBbee, Jr., Attorney for the Board one thousand 
dollars for professional services as said Attorney and 
for expenses incurred in the suits in the State & U. 8. 
Court in which the Trustees are parties said expenses to 
be designated in a bill of items with proper vouchers. 

Accounts of L. G. Dennis Timber Agent for expenses 
incurred for flOO, in the month of June & $53.01} in the 
mouth of July, wen* presented, allowed & the Treasurer 
directed to pay them. 

An account of Edwin ITiggins clerk of Duval Co. for 
|15.25 for fees in case of Trustees v. J. P. & M. R. It. Co. 
et nl. was presented & allowed & the Treasurer directed to 
pay it. 

The following preamble and resolution was unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

Whereas the X. E. * of 8. E. \ of Section 23 T. 4 8. 
R 10 W. was sold to YV. H. Milton on the 6th day of May 
1874 and deed No, 6680 issued for same & the said tract 
was subsequently sold to John Donalson and deed No. 
6804 was issued to said Donalson for the said land & 
whereas said tract of land was again sold on the 13th 
day of January 1875 to Charles Keep & deed No. 6837 
was issued for satd land to «urt Keep and whereas the 
last two entries of Messrs. Donalson & Keep were made 
through error of the land office & the laBt two named 
deeds having been returned to the Land office & D. Eagan 
Commissioner of lands having refunded the purchase 
money paid by Messrs. Donalson & Keep. 

Therefore be it resolved that the Baid deeds be can- 
celled and the entries annulled and the sum of $80 be 
refunded to D. Eagan" Commdssioner in payment of the 
purchase money refunded by him, & the Treasurer be & 
he is hereby directed to pay the same. 

The Secretary presented the following letter from A. 
Doggftt, Esq.. which was read, viz: — 
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Jacksonville 8, 2 1875. 
C. A. COWGJLL, 

Secy of the B. I. I. F. 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Sir— 

The action of the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of July 2nd in relation to the turning 
over to me the proceeds of sales of lands has been re- 
ceived through the Treasurer. 

Believing it to be in striet accordance with my duty 
as Receiver to make monthly visits or oftener if neces- 
sary, to Tallahassee to demand and receive of the Trus- 
tees the proceeds of sales of lands. I discover nothing in 
the Resolution of the Board whieb should cause me to 
change that belief and depart from the course hitherto 
pursued. 

I am confirmed in the correctness of this belief, when 
a. reference is made to the recent application by the Board 
to the Court to have this part of my duty cease and the 
refusal by the Court to do so. Will you be kind enough to 
put this communication before the Board. 

Very respectfully, 
A. DOGGETT, Receiver. 
The Secretary was directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of the communication and to inform Mr. Doggett that 
the Trustees adhered to their course of turning over the 
funds, expressed in their resolution of July 2nd. 

Mr. Eagan submitted the following letter received 
from A. Doggett, viz: 

Jacksonville, 9, 17, 1875. 
Mr. Dennis Eagan — 
Tallahassee, Fla — ■ 
Dear Sir: 
Will 'you do me the favor hereafter in your monthly 
reports of lands sold to give the T. R. & Sec — in which 
the lands are situated. 

Very respectfully, 
A. DOGGETT, Receiver. 
And requested instructions from the Trustees, but the 
Board declined to give any. 

A communication waa received: from Thos. C. Lanier" 
& other Directors of Lake George, Lake Eustia & Gulf 
R- R. Co. requesting grant of alternate sections of land 
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upon route of said road for C miles upon either side, and 
the Secretary was dim-ted to reply, that the request 
could not be complied with, on account of injunctional 
orders issued by the U. S. Circuit Court. 

C. A, COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Thursday, Oct. 28th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive office upon the call 
of the Governor. 

Tresent: Cov. M. L. Stearns. 

Atty. QeaL Wm. A. Cocke. 
Comr. of Lands, T>. Eagan. 
Comptroller, C. A. Cowgill. 

J. M. Raker, Esq., appeared as Attorney for the St. 
Johns Kail way Co. and requested that deeds should br> 
made for thp odd numbered sections of land within 6 
miles of the said Hallway, to the Company, according 
to S. 13 of Chap. !K46 lnwa of Florida claiming that the 
Company had complied with the provisions of the* charter, 
St were therefore entitled to said lands. Whereupon, Hon. 
Wm. A. Cocke offered a resolution as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Trustees of the I. I. Fund refuse 
to comply with the request of the St. John's railway Co. 
aad the resolution was adopted by the following vote: 

Yea#— Messrs. Stearns, Cocke & Cowgill. 

Nays — Mr. Eugan. 

The Secretary presented a communication from A. 
Iktggett. Esq.. which was read as follows — 

Jacksonville, 10, lf». 1875. 
"To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida- 
Gentlemen : — 

Deeming il necessary for a proper discharge of my 
duty as Receiver of said Fund to have' a monthly state- 
ment showing the location of lands sold by T. R. Sec. 
or fractions of Sec. you will be kind enough to in- 
struct the Salesman to furnish me with the same 
monthly. 

Also that the Treasurer of the Fund accompanying 
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his monthly accounts with copies of vouchers or _ re- 
ceipt of moneys disbursed. 

Very respectfully. 

(Signed) A. DOGGETT, 

Receiver 1. I. F." 

The Secretary was directed to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the letter, and to inform Mr. Duggett that the 
Trustees decline to give any instruction to the Salesman 
and Treasurer, believing that they knew ft would fulfill 
their duties as prescribed by the rules of the Trustees or 
directed by the decrees of the Court. 

The following bills were allowed and the Treasurer di- 
rected to pay them, viz : 

To J. M. & H. J, Baker, for professional services 
in case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees, during years 1874 
& 1875 $700.00. 

To E. Higgins Clerk of Duval Circuit Court, fees in 
case of Gleason vs. Trustees. $23.70. 

To Philip Walter. Clk. of U. S. Court, fees, etc., in case 
Vose vs. Trustees. $20.50. 



C- A. COWGILL, Secretary. 
Tallahassee, Florida, Nov. 10th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. Present 
all the Trustees. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

The following preamble and resolution was presented 
and unanimously adopted: 

Whereas Marcellus L. Stearns Governor & Dennis 
Eagan Commissioner of Lands and Immigration acting 
under the authority of this Board 1 , on the 27th day of 
July last placed in the hands of Drexel Morgan & Co. of 
New York, their draft drawn on Reverdy Johnson Lon- 
don, for the sum of $753,768.75 in American current 
funds (Greenbacks) or its equivalent in English sterl- 
ing and also an accompanying package, said draft and 
package, to be transmitted to London with a stipulation 
that if the said draft should not be paid on or before the 
first day of December 1875 the papers should be returned 
to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund with- 
out charge — and whereas unexpected delays have oc- 
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curred in certain negotiations which were expected to be 
oousumated by the payment of the draft and delivery of 
said package, making it important to the interest; in- 
volved that an extension of time should be given to the 
said Reverdy Johnson for the payment of said draft. 

Therefore* Be it resolved by the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund! of the State of Florida that 
the said Ma reel (us L. Stearns Governor and said Dennis 
Eagan Commissioner are hereby authorized & instructed 
to extend the time for the payment of the draft drawn 
by them on the said Beverdy Johnson as hereinbefore set 
forth, to the 13th day of January next instead of the first 
day of December. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary. 



Tuesday, Nov. 30th, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
eall of the Governor. 

Present all the members. 

The following communication was received and 1 read, 
viz: — 

To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund: 

The St. Johns Railway Company claims the whole of 
odd numbers ©f sections and fractional sections of lands 
of the State of Florida the adjacent line of which ia 
within six miles on eaeh side and from the terminus of 
said road which has been completed and in good running 
order. The Company claims that the said lands were 
vested in them by grant of lands under the provisions of 
13th section of the act of Legislature of the State vf Flor- 
ida approved December 31st, 1858. The Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund having refused to recognize 
the validity of the title of said lands under said grant. 

The Baid Company desiring to avoid litigation and to 
secure an amicable settlement of the questions involved 
hereby offers as a compromise between said Company 
and the Board of Trustees, as a further consideration for 
said lands to pay to the Board of Trustees of said fund 

the sum of 

per acre upon agreement by said Trustees to make and 
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execute titles for said lands us located and specified in 
the survey of the same as cert i tied August 27, 1859. 

(Signed) ST. JOHNS RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Pr. D. G. AMBLER, 

President. " 

Mr. J. M. Raker presented reasons why such, a Bale 
should be made & after some consideration the subject 
was postponed until tomorrow. 

The Governor presented a communication he had re- 
ceived from I. I. Barnett Commissioner of Lands of the 
U. S. in which he stated that the E| of S. E. \ of Sec. 35— 
Town. 35 South Range 40 Uast which was approved to 
the State by patent of June 26, 1856, had been entered by 
Ossian B. Han, March B. 1849, under the armed occupa- 
tion act & therefore the land: was erroneously patented 
to the State of Florida & requested that the apparent title 
held by the State be relinquished in order that a patent 
may issue to Ossian B. Hart, and" Mr. Eagan the Commis- 
sioner of Lands certifying that the land in question had 
not been disposed of by the State it was Resolved, That 
the Trustees will relinquish their title to the land in 
question to the United States. 

A communication wae received from D. L. Yulee V. 
P. & Actg Preadt of the N. G. & W. I. Transit Co. which 
was read as follows: 

Femandina. Pla., 
March 9, 1875. 
Gentlemen :— 

On the 25 of January 1870, I communicated to you by 
letter of that date notification of the transfer by the 
Florida Rail Road Company of a portion of their line to 
the South Florida Railroad Company the receipt of 
which was acknowledged by letter from J. S. Adams 
Secty by order of your Board. 

And on the 14th November 1871 His excellency Har- 
rison Reed Governor & President Board Trustees Int. 
Imp. Fund acknowledged the Sling of a copy of the con- 
tract of transfer to tie Bald South Florida Company 
dated Nov. 2, 1871. 

I have now to inform you that owing to the failure 
of the said South Florida Company to construct the said 
road as required by the terms of the eaid contract, the 

8 1. I. 
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same has been cancelled by a Decree of the Judge of the 
Circuit Court for the 5th Jud. Circuit Bitting in chan- 
cery aud that the Florida Kailroad Company (now by 
authority of Law called the Atlantic Gulf & West India 
Transit Company) has resumed all its rights in and to 
the said, uncompleted poition of their line the same as 
though such contract with the said South Florida Bail- 
road Company had never l>een made. 

I enclose herewith to be tiled with this communication 
in the archives of your Board a certified transcript of the 
Decree made by the Judge of the eaid fifth Judicial Cir- 
cait on the U5th day of July 1874, ordering such cancel- 
lation and restoring this Company to the possession of all 
its preexisting rights — 

Oblige me by noknowledpnj.' the receipt of this commu- 
nication, stating in such acknowledgement the purport of 
this communication to serve this Company as evidence 
of the notification herein mad*>. I have the honor to be 

Your Obt. Servant, 
0. L. YULEE, 
V. P. & Act. Presdt. 
To the Trustees of the I. I. F. of the State of Florida : 

The Secretary wae directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of the communication & file it with the transcript re- 
ferred to. 

The following bills were presented and allowed and the 
Treasurer directed to pay them: 

F. F. Myers expenses to Jacksonville 3 visits, in Sept., 

Oct. & Nov. to take funds to Receiver |16.00 

To L-. G. Dennis, expenses ae Timber Agent month 

of September 50.00 

"So L. G. Dennis, expenses as Timber Agent month 

of October V $2.00 

The Board adjourned to meet tomorrow Dec. let, at 
11 o'clock. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



115 

Wednesday. Dee. 1, 1875. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chnroher, 
Present all the members. Minutes of last meeting 
read and adopted. 

After some discussion of the proposition of the St. 
Johns Railway Co. to po rchafie the odd numbered sections 
of land adjoining their road, Mr. Ambler asked leave to> 
withdraw it, which was granted — The meeting then ad- 
journed. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secy. 



Friday. Peer 3rd, 1875. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present M. L.tStearas. Wm. A. Cocke, Dennis 'Eagan, 
C. A. Cowgill. and C. ft Foster. 

Marcel! ns A. Williams apftearcd hefore the Board and 
requested that he might be appointed Agent to sell lands 
South of the Suwannee River and that an office should 
be established in Jacksonville for the purpose of exhibit- 
ing plats and making sales, and after some discussion 
the further consideration of the subject was postponed 
• until next meeting. 

The bill of Henry Wells, surviving uartuer of Ran- 
dolph & Wells, for selecting swamp lands embraced in 
patents Nos. 9, 10, 11, Bt. Augustine land district and 
No. 11 of Newnansville district and Xo. 16 of Tarapa dis- 
trict for $468.80 was allowed and the Treasurer directed 
to pay it. 

It was Resolved That Governor M. L. Stearns be re- 
quested io proceed to Jacksonville next week and attend 
the sessions of the II. S. Circuit Court as the representa- 
tive of the Trustees in the case of Vose vs. the Trustees. 

The following preamble and Resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Whereas on the 29th of June, 1868, the Trustees "or 
dered that the moneys on hand realized from the sale of 
the Florida Atlantic & Gulf Central Railroad Company 
be placed in the hands of Edward Houston to pun- base 
the outstanding bonds of said Company issued under the 
provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, the said 
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Edward Houston to ju t in this matter as the special 
agent of the Trustees of the I. I. Fund," And Whereas, 
the said Edward Houston, prior to May Kith, 1S72, pur- 
chased sundry of the a foresaid bonds and by an account 
rendered of that date showed Hint a balance of $1,-130 of 
the sum placed in his hands l> ythe resolution of June 20, 
1868, still remained unexpended and whereas the Trus- 
tees requested the said Edward Houston to retain the 
said balance until further order. Now therefore — 

Be it Resolved:— 

That the Treasurer be directed to collect from the exe- 
cutors of the said Edward Houston the above sum of 
$5,430 belonging to the sinking fund applicable to the 
payment of the bond of the Fin. A, & G. C. E. B. Co. 

C. A. COWOILL, 
Secretary. 



December 16, 1785. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

All the members present 

The following preamble and resolution was adopted : 

Whereas it has been represented to the Trustees that* 
the public convenience requires the establishment of an 
office in Jacksonville for the sale of State lands, there- 
fore be it resolved. That the Commissioner of Lands and 
I migration is hereby authorised to establish such agency 
in Jacksonville if he should deem it expedient and practi- 
cable under such regulations as he may prescribe, provi- 
ded that all the expenses attending such agency, includ- 
ing commission to agents, shall not exceed ten per cent 
of the sales made through such agency. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Wednesday, Deer. 29th, 1875. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor. 
C. H. Foster, Treas. 
Dennis Eagan, C. of L. & T. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
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Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 
The following preamble and resolution was presented 
and unanimously adopted, viz: — 

WhereaB, the Governor of thia State has appointed and 
authorized Dennis Eagan, the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration ami a member of this Board to receive 
the railroad and property of the Jacksonville, Pensacola 
and Mobile R. R. Company from Robert Walker, Esq., 
the receiver appointed by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States in the case of the State of Florida vs. Edward 
C. Anderson, Jr.. et al ; and to take the general manage- 
ment of said railroad until the sale thereof of other man- 
agement can be provided for; 

And whereas the Board of Trustees is interested in se- 
curing the application of the net income of said railroad 
to the payment of the -debt due from said Company to the 
said Board, therefore; 

Resolved, that Dennis Eagan. the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration be and he is herpby appointed 
and authorized to represent Ihe interest of the Board of 
Trustees and to receive the net income and tolls of said 
railroad until further action shall be taken in the prem- 
ises. 

A communication was received from R. B, Archibald 
inquiring what assistance the Trustees would render to- 
wards the building of a first class railroad from Lake 
George to Lake Harris or Lake Enstis. which was read 
and referred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration. 

The Treasurer was directed to pay to H. Bisbee. Jr., 
counsel for the Board, five lnmdr"d dollars for services in 
the State and Federal Courts; also to pav the following 
bills : 

To Edwin TTiggins elk. C. C. Duval County for tran- 
script of proceedings in case of Trustees vs. J. P. & M. R. 
R. Co. to be used in Federal Court Jacksonville, fl35.00. 
To Fred T. Myers 

Clerk of Supreme Court costs in case of Trustees T, 

I. F. vs. Wm. H. Gleason 18.92 

To G. #. Edmondson 

To repairs in State Land office t2.2,"» 

♦ C. A. COWGILL, 

Compt. & Secretary. 
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January 10th, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor. 

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen. , 
C. H. Foster, Treas. 
C. A. Cowgill. Compt. 
A communication was presented from We H. Ludlow 
requesting the time for the delivery of the deed of lands 
to Heverdy Johnson and the payment of the draft might 
be further extended, whereupon it waB Resolved , 

That the Governor and Commissioner of Lands are* 
hereby authorized to extend the time for the payment of 
the draft drawn hy them on the Hon. Reverdy Johuson 
to the 1st day of April next. 

C. A. COWGILL. 
Secretary. 



January 13th, 1876. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 

Present : SI. L. Stearns. Gor. 

Wm. A. Cocke. Alty. Genl. 
Li. Lagan. Conir. of Lands. 
C A. Cowgill. Comptroller. 

An application was received from Joseph Dallas re- 
questing the cancellation of entry of N. W, qr of S. B. 
qr & E£ of S. E i of S. 17 in T. 1. S. H. 5 E. & the refund- 
ing of the pore haw money amounting to $95.94- 100, stat- 
ing that he had been misled by false information into 
making an erroneous entry and desired to have it cancell- 
ed in order that he might purchase another tract being the 
one originally desired to be purchased & on motion it was 
resolved that the purchase of said land conveyed by deed 
No. 0793 be cancelled nud the Treasurer lie directed to 
refund to the said Joseph Pallas the purchase money 
9 , as aforesaid stated. 

An account of SI, L. Stearns Governor & 1). Eagan 
Com. of Lands & Tm. for $,">50 for expense* as a commit- 
tee directed to proceed to X. York on business for Trus- 
tees in July 1*75 for five hundred & ifty dollars was pre- 
sented & allowed & the Trensurer directed to pnj it. 

The following resolution was adopted : 
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Besolved, That Wm. A. Cocke be & he is hereby em- 
ployed as counsel to represent the Trustees in the ap- 
plication made or to be made by the St. Johns Railway 
Co. in the Courts of the State to compel the Trustees to 
make deeds to the said Company for the odd numbered 
sections of land' adjoining said road. 

Mr. S. H. McLin made application for the purchase of 
certain tracts of land lying in T. 21 & 22 B. 32 & T. 23 
B. 35 also T. 22 B 2tt^& 22 & 23 of B. 30 being about 
three thousand acres at 60 cents i>er acre, & on motion, 
the application was granted. 

C. A. OOWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Friday, January 2tst, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor.- 

Present: M, L. Stearns, Gov. * 

C. H. Foster. Treas. 
C. A. Cowgill, Secty. 
Minutes of last meeting read & approved. , 

A. communication was received from J. D. Stanberry 
Attorney for 11. S. Sandford, requesting that the Trustees 
should cancel the sale of Lot 1, S. 18 T. 7 S. R. 20 E. 
made Nov. 10, 1875, to William Bradford on the ground 
that the land did not belong to the Trustees but to pri- 
vate parties who derived their title from the Spanish 
Government which was read aud considered and on mo- 
tion the Secretary was directed to reply to the said com- 
munication, That the request can not be complied with 
as the Trustees have no power to revoke a sale of land 
made by them without the consent of the purchaser and 
also to express the regret of the Board that any action 
of theirs should apparently infringe upon the rights of 
other partiesl 

On motion the Treasurer was directed to pay to H- 
Bisbee, Jr.. counsel five hundred dollars on account of 
services in the State & Federal Courts. 
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Tallahassee, February 5, 1876. 
A meeting of the Trustees was held in the office of the 
Treasurer upon the call of the Governor. 
Present : C. H. Foster, Tress. 

Dennis Eagan. C. L. & I. 
<\ A. Cowgill, Compt. 
On motion it was unanimously ordered That the Treas- 
urer be A he is hereby directed to pay to W. A. Cocke two 
hundred dollars on account of services aft Attorney of 
the Board in the case of the St. Johns Railway Company 
vs. The Trustees. 

Mess. Williams & Swann agents for sale of land pre- 
sented an account of $62.7(1, commissions on sales during 
the month of Jnnnary, which was allowed and the Treas- 
urer directed to pay it. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 



Monday. February 17tb, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present; M. L. Steams. Governor. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
P. Eagan. C. L. & I. 
C. H. Foster. Trens. 
In the absence of the Secretary C. H. Foster was ap- 
pointed Secretary pro tern. 

The Governor presented a communication from Jack- 
son, Law ton & Bassenger & T. W. Brevard, Walker & 
Baker Solicitors of E. C. Anderson et a!., which was read 
as follows, viz: — 

Tallahassee, Fla., 
Feb. 11, 1876. 
To His Excellency Governor RtearaB et al. Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor- 
ida- 
Gentlemen : — 

We are th;» solicitors of record of E. 0. Anderson 
et al, holders of the bonds of the IVnsacoIa. Georgia and 
Tallahassee Railroad Companies, who obtained a decree 
in the Circuit Court of the I'nited States for .the sale 
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of Hie lines of Railroad formerly owned by those <-ompa' 
nies. 

As we understand the opinion and decree of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, that Court hue decided 
that you have a vendor's lien on the Jacksonville, l'en- 
sacola and Mobile Railroad for the sum of $472,000, with 
interest, for the balance of the purchase money due on the 
sale of said roads made by your predecessors *n March 
20, 1869; that said vendor's lien has precedence over ibe 
4,000,000, of mortgage bonds held by the State in er- 
change for an equal number of its own bonds; that it Is 
your absolute duty to proceed' against said property for 
the collection of said sum ; that when said collection shall 
be made it will be your duty to pay. first, the arrears of 
interest due on the P. & G. bonds; secondly, snch»of said 
bonds as are due; thirdly, the interest and homls as they 
shall hereafter fall due. unless you purchase up and re- 
tire said bonds; fourthly, that nothing in said decree is in- 
tended to preclude said P. 4 G. bondholders to demand 
and receive from the State of Florida or the said Trus- 
tees, out of the proceeds of said property the principal 
and interest which may now be or may hereafter become 
due on their bonds. 

We respectfully ask that yon inform in writing, without 
delay, whether yon hold in all particulars, the same 
views of the true meaning of the said opinion find decree 
of the Supreme Court of the United States that we have 
above expressed, and if not. that you will state in what 
particular or particulars you differ from said views. 

It has been intimated to us that you will not con- 
sider it vonr duty to make sale of the property, or to 
take any steps whatever against the property to raise 
the amount necessary to pay the arrears of interest. 
Indeed in your bill filed in the Supreme Court of the 
United States one of your prayers was that said court 
would "further decree that said defendants, as such lioml 
holders must exhaust the trust fund fthe Infernal Im- 
provement Fund) aforesaid, before they have any 
equity to have recourse to said Railroad Companies for 
the payment of the "principal of interest of said bonds." 

We take quite a different view of the meaning of the 
language which has been used by the Supreme Court. 

We think our clients have a right to demand of yon 
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the immediate payment in rash of tbe principal and inter- 
est which are now due to them upon their Itonds as well 
the interest which fell due prior, as the interest which 
has fallen due subsequently to the sale of March 20, 1860, 

Accordingly we reaper t fully make demand of ths 
amount do due. 

We think it but just to our clients that all issues of 
the kind referred to. arising under tbe recent opinion and 
decree of the Supreme Court of the United States, should 
he fully disposed of before the property shall pass from 
the hands of the receiver. And as you are tbe Trustees 
of our clientB on whom the law has imposed the duty of 
collecting their money and paying it over to thein, we 
beg thar you will at your earliest convenience communi- 
cate fully yonr views to ns, their Attorneys, answering 
fully our questions, and Btating fully your own views and 
iatentions. We are the more earnest in the request that 
you will give a prompt answer to this application, because 
of the fact that we may find it necessary, should you dif- 
fer from us in the views above expressed, to seek protec- 
tion for our clients, in the enjoyment of what we believe 
to be their rights, from the Supreme Court itself on Mon- 
day, the 28 inst. 

We have the honor to be respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vants. 

< Signed) JACKSOX, LAWTOX & BASSENGER 

T. W. BREVARD. 
WALKER & BAKER. 

On motion the Governor was directed to reply to said 
letter as follow*, by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Stearns, Eagan and Foster. 

Nays — Mr. Cocke. 

Tallahassee. Fla., Fcby. 17. 1876. 
Jackson. Lawton & Bassenger, Walker & Baker, T. W. 

Brevard, Solicitors of P, & G. bondholders. 
Gentlemen : 

Your communication of the llth inst., addressed to the 
Trustees of t!/e Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, 
has been received, and I am directed by the Board to an- 
swer as follows : 

This is the first communication we have received from 
you or any representatives of the bonds held by yonr 
clients since we have been in office. After four years of 
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• 
litigation, in which your clients have persistently opposed 
us in every effort we have made to discharge our duties to 
them and to the State, we are gratified to hear from you 
directly, but regret that your first communication should 
threaten further litigation. 

You ask us to give you an interpretation 
of the decree of the Supreme Court of »the 
United States rendered in the State v. Edward C. Ander- 
son et al, (in which this Court expressly says we are not 
litigants before it,) and if we do not interpret it as you 
do, you will this the ground for further litigation. 

We are informed from an affidavit made by Dan it?] P. 
Holland on the 14th of January last, and filed in the case 
above stated that Henry R. Jackson, Esq., who claims to 
represent the most of said bonds, proposes to consent to 
the delivery of the Railroad to Mr, Holland and to give 
him a term of years to pay your clients demands. 

Therein, again yon appear to be opposing us in the per- 
formance of our duties and in our efforts to subject the 
Railroad property to the payment of the demands we 
hold against it. 

This appears to us very strange and inexplicable. Xo 
one has any authority to intimate that we do not intend 
to proceed to obtain satisfaction of the vendor's lien for 
the balance of the purchase money. 

It is within your knowledge that we have already ob- 
tained a judgment in the Circuit Court of Duval County 
against your opposition for such purchase money, and we 
have to add that we are only waiting the discharge of the 
receiver now in possession of the road to proceed to ob- 
tain satisfaction of said judgment. 

When the said moneys are collected, if we shall refuse 
to pay over to you any portion to which you deem your- 
selves entitled, we presume yon will have a right to reosrt 
to legal proceedings to test your asserted rights. 

We desire to say further that our Attorney informs us 
that you have advised and' solicited the Jacksonville, Pen- 
sacola & Mobile Railroad Company to prosecute an ap- 
peal from this judgment above mentioned, and that you 
stated before the Federal Court at Jacksonville last Maj 
that you were informed such appeal would be prosecuted, 
which would further obstruct us in the collection 1 of the 
money which is ultimately to be paid to your clienta 
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Having opposed us for several years in all our efforts 
to collect the money with which alone jour claims can be 
satisfied, von now make an indefinite demand upon us 
for money (which you alone have prevented us from col- 
lecting) before the Railroad property is delivered up, and 
before we have had any time to obtain the fruits of the 
litigation, by which your opposition to us has been de- 
feated. 

In conclusion we have to say that we intend to dis- 
cbarge onr entire duties in the administration of the trust 
confided to us. and the sooner you cease to oppose us, the 
sooner we shall be able to collect the moneys with which 
to pay your just demands. 

We should much prefer to have your aid than your 
opposition. 

I am respectfully, yr out. servant, 

M. L. STEARNS, 
Governor and President Board of Trustees. 

The following accounts were presented and allowed, 
and the Treasurer directed to pay them : 

Gov. M. L. Stearns expenses incurred in trips to Jack- 
sonville on Inif-iness for the Board, $ 140.00. 
To 

L. G. Dennis, Timber Agent, expenses incurred in dis- 
charge of his duties in the month of December and No- 
vember 1 135.00. 

And in the month of January $61.00. 

The Board then adjourned. 

CHAB. B. FOSTER, 
Secretary pro tern. 



,. Tallahassee. Monday, February 21, 187ti. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 

Present all the members. 

Thos. H. Wagstaff. President of the West Florida & 
Mobile Railroad Company, appeared before the Board 
and stated that the Company were now prepared to com- - 
mence survey of the road and requested that an extension 
of time for the completion of the survey might be granted 
Whereupon the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted, viz: 
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Whereas, the West Florida and Mobile Railmnd Com- 
panj, owing to circumstances beyond their control, have 
not completed the survey of the said road and filed copies 
thereof within the time limited in the contract made and 
executed between the said Company and this Board on 
the first day of June, 1875, and whereas the said Com- 
pany have satisfactorily explained to this Board the rea- 
sons for said default and asked that further time be al- 
lowed now therefore Resolved, that the time limited in 
said contract for the completion and filing of the survey 
which was six months from the date of said contract be 
and the same is hereby extended until the first day of 
June A. D. 1876. 

The Governor presented a letter from Wm. H. Ludlow 
dated Feb, 14, 1876, in which the announcement of the 
death of the Hon. Reverdy Johnson was made and it was 
further stated that this would not interrupt the nego- 
tiations in England for the sale of the 3,000,000 acres of 
land which had been intrusted to Mr. Johnson. 

C. A. COWGILL, Secty. 



Monday, March 13, 1876.. 

A meeting of the Trustees was held in the Executive 
Chamber. 

Present Gov, Stearns, Attorney Gen. Cocke, & Comp- 
troller Cowgill. 

The Governor presented a letter from L. K. Lippin- 
cott Acting Commissioner of Lands requesting from the 
Trustees relinquishment of title to S£ of N- E. $ & SJ of 
N. W. i S. 4 T 14 S. R. 15 E. said land having been erro- 
neously patented to the State after having been located 
by Silas Week with M. B. L. W. which was read and re- 
ferred to Commissioner of Lauds and Immigration. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved That E. Bisbee the Attorney of the Board be 
instructed to apply to the TJ. 8, Supreme Court for an or- 
der upon the Receiver of the J. P. & Mobile R. R. directing 
him to pay over to the Trustees of the 1. 1. Fund all funds 



128 

.remaining in his hands, after paying the necessary CDC- 
peoses of said Receivership. 

O. A. COWGILL, 

Secretory. 



Thursday, March 30th, 1876. 
The Trust ee* met in the office of the Attorney Gen- 
era). 

Present: Attorney General Cocke. 
Commissioner Eagan. 
Comptroller Cowgill. 
On motion 

Mr. Wm. A. Twite was appointed chairman, 
A bill from Williams & Corley agents for sale of land 
for $3.12.74 commission on the sale of f3.327.il -100 made 
during the month of February was received & Allowed 4 
the Treasurer directed to pav it. 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Comptroller. 



Wednesday April 12, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 
Present : M. L. Stearns, Governor. 
Dennis Eagan, C. L. & I. 
C. H. Foster, Treas. 
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. 
M: nines of last meetings rend & approved. 
A communication was received from Martin Klein of 
No. 6 Williams Block. Detroit, Michigan, in which he 
requested that 3(1.000 acres of land up the Caloosahatchie 
river on bothfcodes from Ft. Thompson should be sold to 
him at 10 cents per acre, for the purpose of settling a 
colony of Alsatians, said communication wan read and 
referred to (lie Coaunfawi oacr of Lands for repoit. 

An application was received from Messrs., Williams, 
Bwinn & for It- j applying for a deed to be made to Fraueis 
J. Lynch of Change Co. for 40 acres of land purchased by 
said T.viuh from them as agents of the Court and on mo- 
tion it was 
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Resolved That the above application be referred to the 
Commissioner of Lands and if he finds tbat the money 
for this land has been paid to the Treasurer then the 
Salesman wilt make the deed as requested. 

An application was received from J. B. Fitzpatrick 
to purchase 3420 acres of saw grass swamp in T. 18 
S. R. 27, E. at a reduced rate, the rete not being speci- 
fied, which was referred to the Commissioner of Land«. 

A communication was received from L. K. Uppincott 
Actg. Comm. of Land at Washington, D. C, asking the 
relinquishment bv the Trustees of title to S. W. 4, 
of S .E. i S. 19 & H. W, i of 8. W. \ See. 29 T. 14 S. B. 
•28 E. erroneously patented to the State which was re- 
ferred to the Coinmissioner of Lands, 

A communication was received from John W. Lane 
for himself mid associates, asking for sale of 50,000 a«-reB 
of land at ten ■cents per acre to be selected in alternate 
sections within a radius of twenty miles from said liver, 
conditioned upon the rendering of the Withlacoochee nav- 
igable to Lake Panasofkee, which was read and the Sec- 
retary was instructed to inform Mr, Lane, that tbe Trus- 
tees declined the proposition, owing to the embarrass- 
ments surrounding them caused by the various suits 
brought against them by P. Vose, Esq. 

A communication received from Mr, Boyd of Clifton 
Place Volusia Co. desiring to know upon what tern* 
overflowed swamp lands belonging to the State may be 
drained, occupied and title obtained, and the Secretary 
was directed to answer that no general principle had 
been adopted concerning the drainage of the swamp 
lands and the embarrassments surrounding us owiujr the 
litigation in which we were involved, prevented us from 
adopting such a system. 

A communication was received from B. B. Wilson of 
Laud Point, Florida, requesting that entries of land made 
by Joseph Barring & Elbert Carter in T. 20 & 21 S. B. 
35 E. might be cancelled & the money refunded, on the 
ground that they intended to enter other lands than those 
purchased, and the Secretary was directed to answer 
that the Trustees declined to comply with the request as 
it would be a precedent if established and followed would 
give rise to great trouble and confusion of records. 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved that C. H. Foster be and he is hereby di- 
rected to investigate the propriety of making new con- 
tract for improving the navigation of Peace Creek and to 
make an estimate of the probable expenses attending 
the deepening of the channel & removing obstructions to 
Fort Meade so as to admit boate drawing 2 feet of water 
at all times. 

It was unanimously 

Resolved that the contract made with Kay & Eaton of 
Washington, D. C, in accordance with a resolution of 
this Board passed April 20, 1875, by which he was auf 
thorized & employed to prosecute in the name of the 
Trustees a claim against the United States for extra com- 
pensation for freight & passengers carried by the Pensa- 
cola & Georgia R. R. Go., for the United States in 1865-6, 
be and the same is hereby rescinded and that the said 
Ray & Eaton be instructed to withdraw said claim as 
heretofore made by the Trustees. 

The Secretary informed the Trustees that he had re- 
ceived notice from Jackson, Lawton & Bassenger Attor- 
neys for F. Vose, Esq., that they intended to apply to 
Judge Frazer for an order upon the Receiver to pay their 
fees as Attorneys and also the expenses incurred by Mr. 
Vose in attending to the Buit brought by him against the 
Trustees, & said communications were referred to the 
Governor with directions that he take the necessary 
steps to resist the said applications. 

The following accounts .were presented & the Treasurer 
•directed to pity them. 
Williams St. Corley commissions on sales for month 

of March $361.64 

L. G. Dennis Timber Agent expenses for month of 

February 70.00 

L. G. Dennis salary for six mouths ending Jany 

1, 1876 300.00 

O. A. Cowgill, expenses in taking funds to Receiver 

for term of Dec. & Feby 25.00 

F. F. Myers, exp. in taking Funds to Receiver 

for month of January & March 16.00 

C. A. COWGILL, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, May 3rd, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber, m 

Present : 31. L. Stearns, Governor, 
i tennis Eagan, C. L. & I. 
\V. A. Cocke, Atty. General. 
C. H. Foster, Treasurer. 
C. 11. Fester was elected Secretary pro tern. 
Mr Baf&B Ct mmissioner of L. & L reported that the 
lands described in the'commnnication from L. K. Lippin- 
cott Acty, Conir. dated Washington, I». C, Feby. 17th, 
request ;ng relinquishment of apparent title by the State, 
being the S£ of N. EJ & SJ ofN. W\ Sec. 4 T. 14 8. B. 
15 B. were dteded by the State to E. N. Dickersou June 
1, 1867 and the Secretary was directed to inform the Act* 
ing Commissioner of this fact. 

A communication was received from J. A. Lee Reg in- 
ter U. S. Land office addressed to Hon. BenniB Eagan 
C. of L. & I. which was read as follows : 

U. S. Land office, 
Gainesville, Florida. 
28th March 1876. 
Hon. Dennis Eagan. 

C. of L. & I., Tallahassee, Florida. 
Sir^ 

An affidavit of contest has been filed in this office by 
Thomas Fisher of Hillsborough county, contesting the 
claim of the State of Florida to the SJ of S. E. J of 8. 
IS, T. 29 S. of E. 18 E. alleging that no part thereof is 
swamp land or subject to overflow, that it is high, dry 
and arable land, we therefore have appointed the 25th 
day of May next 1876 for a hearing in order to awertain 
the validity of the claim of the State of Florida to said 
land under the act of the 28th of September 1850, se- 
lected 5th of July 1855 as swamp land. 

Verv respectfully, 

J, A. LEE, 
Register. 
This communication was referred to the Attorney 
General with instructions to protect the interests of the 
State. 

The following bills were presented. & allowed & the 
Treasurer directed to pay the same, viz: 
9 I. I. 
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W. L. Aptliorp for surveying instruments furn- 
ished to Land office $ 39 80 

Williams & Corley Commissions on sale of Lands 
made in April * 143 20 

H. Bisbee, Jr., expenses incurred & services ren- 
dered in case of State & Trustees vs. E. C. An- 
derson et ai 1048 00 

The Board then adjourned. 

CHAS. H. FOSTER, 

Secretary pro tem. 



Thursday, May 11th, 1876. 

Hie Trustees met in the Executive Chamber. 

Present all the members. 

Mr. Vose made a proposition to purchase fifty thous- 
and acres of hind at 50 cents per acre less the commis- 
sions allowed to agents, the amount to be credited upon 
his judgment against the Fund, other holders of judg- 
ment to be allowed to enter a pro rata amount upon the 
same terms and it was 

Resolved, That the Trustees decline to comply with the 
proposition. 

The Attorney General, to whom was referred the com- 
munication from J. A. Lee Register of U. S. Land Office 
concerning claims of Thomas Fisher to certain S. & over- 
flowed lands submitted the following report: 
To HiB Excellency, 

M. L. Stearns, ex-officio President of Trustees I, I. 
Fond. 
Sir: 

The enclosed letter from J. A. Lee Register U. S. Land 
office at Gainesville was referred to me by a vote of the 
Trustees. 

It is my opinion that the claim of Thomas Fisher is 
worthless. 

The lands belong by law to the Internal Improvement 
Fond. 

1st. By virtue of an act of Congress 28th of Sept. 
1850. 

2nd. These lands were selected aa appears by the notice 
which is evidence of the fact on the 5 day of July, 
1855. 
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Having been selected by the State on that date as 
swamp & overflowed lands the title to the same is con- 
firmed to the State by an art of Congress March 3rd, 
1857. 

Very respectifully, 

WM. A. COCKE, 
Atty. General. 

H. A. Corley returned to the Board the power of At- 
torney & other papers given to Reverdy Johnson to sell 
lands in large quantities in England and said papers 
were ordered to be oaucelb-d & filed. 

The following preamble & resolution was unanimously 
adopted, viz : — 

Whereas, Genrge Somcrvtlle Norris of the commercial 
firm of Norris & Brother of Baltimore, Maryland, has 
been recommended to us as eminently qualified to aid in 
the negotiation of sales *>f lands for the purpose of pay- 
ing off and discharging the liabilities of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, and has consented to act as our Agent 
in the premises. Therefore 

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That the said 
George Somerville Norris be and he is hereby appointed 
the Agent of this Board to negotiate sales of the lands 
belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund granted to 
the State by the act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, 
lying east of the Apalachicola river provided the quan- 
tity of land cold by him as such agent shall not be less 
than one million of acres, nor more than three million of 
acres, such sales to be made within six mouths from date 
andi on the following terms. If less than two millions of 
acres be sold by said Agent the amount to be paid there- 
for into the Internal Improvement Fund shall be twenty 
eight cents per acre free from all charges and expenses. 

If two million acres or more be sold the amount to be 
paid therefor into the Internal Improvement Fund shall 
be twenty five cents per acre free from all charges 
and expenses, the lands that may be Bold by said Agent 
to be selected by the purchasers thereof in tracts con- 
taining not less than one hundred thousand acres of 
contiguous land. In making such selections tracts shall 
be considered contiguous, which are not separated by 
other lands belonging to the Fund that is to say, where 
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fwo tracts of land belonging to the Fund are separate© 
by othei lands, they shall for tbe purposes aforesaid be 
considered contiguous tracts. 

Be it further resolved, that the Boar*] will execute 
such papers as may be necessary to show the authority 
of said agent to represent the Trustees in the premises. 

Be it further Resolved. That Ills Excellency St 
L. Stearns Governor & Hon. Ileunis Eagan Commission, 
cr of Lauds & Immigration are hereby appointed a com- 
mittee of this Board to make the arrangements necessary 
tj carry out all imiriere connected with this appointment 
or to result from any sales that may be made by our said 
Agent. 

The Trustees executed the appointment of Mr. Norria 
as Agent. h1h> a deed, said deed to lie placed in escrow 
with T»rexel & Co.. ">f New York & London. 

A proposition was received from A. W. Leonard of Or- 
ange county to purchase all the unentered lands in Sec- 
tions 15. 17, 2i>. 21. 22, 28. 2!>. T. 2 R. 29, for II) cents per 
acre, which was read and consideration postponed. 

Peter Munro of Putnam county applied for cancella- 
tion of deed it refunding of purchase money, ninety dol- 
lars, paid for S. B. { of K. W. i of 8. 21. f. 10 S.,*R. 26 
E. & S. E. } of 8. E. 1 and N. W. J of S. E. i of 8. 21, T. 
10 8., R. 26 E.. the said land not belonging to the Fund 
but to the U. 8. Government being in the Palatka Mili- 
tary reservation & having been since occupied as home- 
stead under tbe United States laws, and the Salesman 
was directed to cancel the sale & the Treasurer to refund 
the purchase money, if tbe facts were found to be as 
above stated. 

The Secretary & Treasurer a committee appointed No- 
vember 16, 1874. to prepare a list of bonds & coupons 
turned over to the Trustees by Moses Taylor, reported 
That they had prepared said list soon after they were ap- 
pointed, but had neglected to formally present it & now 
presented the following report, viz: 

The undersigned appointed to make a list of tbe bonds 
of the Florida Railroad which was sent by Moses Taylor 
Esq.. to the Trustees, report that they found the bonds 
cancelled, but some detached coupons were not cancelled 
These have been cancelled, & the bonds & coupons are 
numbered as follows, viz: 
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Nos. 48, 49, 64, 65, 66, 6T. 69, TO, 71, T2, 73, 74, 75, 76, 
& 79, each with 64 uwupons attached, the first coupon doe 
Sept. 1, 1861, and __ 

Nos. 144, 145 & 146, with 56 coupons attached to each, 
the first doe Sept. 1, 1863, and 

Nob. 160, 161, 162. 163, 164. 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 
170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175. 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 296, 
297, 298, 299, 30O, 379, 380, 381, 434, 435 & 436, 4S7, 438, 
439, 440, 519, 520, 532. 533, 534. 535. 2*1. 582, 583, 
584, 585. 586, 587, 588. 589, 590. 591, 592, 593, 787, 7t8, 
801. 802! 803, 804, 805, 8)16. 807. 808, 809, 810, 811, 812, 
813, 814, 815, 816, 817, 818. 819. 820.- 821. 822. 823. 824, 
825, 826, 827, 828. 829. 830, 831, 832, 833, 834, 835, 836, 837, 
838. 839. 840. 1250. 1251. 1252. 1253, 1254, 1255, 1256, 
1257, 1258 and 1259. with 60 coupons attached to each, 

the first coupon being doe Sept. 1, 1861, aud 

Nos. 1260. 1261, 1262, 

1263, 1264, 1265, 1266, 1267. 1268, 1269, 1270. 1271, 1272, 
1273 and 1274 with 50 coupons attached to each, the flwt 

due Sept. 1, 1866, and 

Nob. 1300, 1301, 1302, 1303. 1304 with 49 coupons at- 
tached to each, the first having become due March 1. 

1867. and Nos 1318, 

1319, 1320, 1321, 1322. 1323. 1324, 1325, # 1326, 1327, each 
with sixty one coupons attached, the first being due 

March 1st, 1861, and 

Nob. 1336.. 1337. with forty-nine coupons attached, the 

first due March 1, 1867. aud 

1382. 1383. 1384, 1385. 1386. 1387, 

1388. 1389, 1390. 1391, 1392. 1393, with 61 coupons at- 
tached to each, the first being due March 1st 1861. and. . 

- 1394, 1395, 

1396, 1397, 1398, 1399, 1400, 1401, 1402, & 1403. with 
fifty eight coupons attached to each bearing date from 1st 
of March 1861, to 1st September A. D. 1865, and from 
lat of September A. D. 1867, to end, the three from 1st 

Sept. 1865* to 1st Sept. 1867 not toing attached and 

: Nob. 1404, 1405, 1406, 

1407. 1408. 1409, 1410 & 1411. with 61 coupons attached, 

the first having fallen due March 1st 1861, and 

Nob. 1412, 1413, 1414, 

1415, 1416. 1417, with sixty coupons attached, the. first 
having fallen due Sept. 1, 1881, aad •„ 
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Nos. 1418, 1419, 1420 k 1425 

with 61 coupons attached the first having become due 

March 1, 1861, and .*... .No. 1422 with 

56 coupons attached, the first having fallen doe Sept. 1, 
1863 and 

COUPONS detached from bonds, there being 
nit bonds corresponding to the coupons as follows, viz; 
Prom Bonds Nob. 441, 442 & 443 one coupon each bearing 

date March 1st, 1861, and 

from bonds Nos. 445. 446 eleven coupons dated Sept. 1, 

1861, to Sept. 1. 1866 and front bonds 

No. 447 ten coupons dated from Sept. 1, 1861. to March 1, 

1866. and from Bond Nos. 448, 449, 

450, 451. & 472, eleven coupons dnted Sept. lat, 1861, to 

Sept. 1, 1866 and from bonds 

from Bond No. 562, 10 coupons dnted from Sept. 1861, to 

March 1866 

and from bond No. 563 eleveu coupons dated from Sept. 

1861, to September 1866 and 

from bond No. I50fi eleven coupons dated from March 

1st. 1861. to March 1866. and 

from Bond No. 1507 ten coupons from September 1861, to 

March 1866 and 

from Bond No. 1508, one coupon dated March 1861, and 

from Bond No. 1510 ten 

coupons dated from Sept. lSlit. to March 1866 and 

-■- from Bonds Nos. 1511 &, 1512 eleven 

coupons dated from March ]S(il to March 1866 and 

from Bead* 1513 & 151t> ten coupons 

from Sept. 18(11. to Mnrch 1808, mid 

from Bond No. 1517 eleven coupons, dated from March 

1861 to March 1866. and. 

from Roixi 1518, ten coupons dated from Sept. 1861. to 

Matvh. 18«6, and , f TOm 

bond 151*t one coupon dated March 1861. and 

from bonds Nos. 1520. 1522 & 1524 ten coupons dated from 

Wept. 1861. to March 1866 

and that the said bonds and coupons have been delivered 
to the Treasurer and are in his custody. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

T. A. COWGILL, 
* IIARI.ES. H. FOSTER 

The following communication whs presented and read 
and ordered filed. 
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To the Trustees of the International Improvement Fund 

of tile State of Florida. 

I have the honor in behalf and by direction of the At- 
lantic, Golf & West India Transit Company to give yon 
notice as required by the fourth section of the act 
entitled "An Art to Amend an act Incorporating the 
Florida Railroad Company" approved December 14th 
1855, that it is the purpose of the company to set off to 
persons desirous of constructing the same and adopting 
the name of the Peninsular Railway Company, that por- 
tion of their line which lies between Waldo (the junction 
with the Cedar Key extension) and Ocala on the route 
to the waters of Tampu, and which part of the line is the 
same of which the map of survey was filed on the 3rd day 
of January, 1860. 

Signed D. L. YULEE. 

V. P. & acting President. 

Attest : 

JOHN HODGES, Sec. 

April 25, 1876. 

Mr. Eagan, C. of L. & I. reported that the SWJ of SE$ 
S. 19 & HW| of 8W} S. 29 T. U S.'R. 28 E. had not been 
sold and as this land was erroneously patented to the 
State, it was 

Resolved, That the Trustees relinquish the title of the 
Fund to said lands as requested by the Commissioner of 
the TJ. S. General Land office in his communication of 
March 27th. 

The following bill was allowed: 
To G. B. Mills Agt. W. U. Telegraph Co.. 
To 2 telejrranis f2.15 

No further business the board adjourned, 

. . C. A. COWGILL. 



• 
(On page 302. vol. 2, of the Original Record Rook of the 
Proceeding of the Trustees, opposite the eon c I union of 
the report of Messrs. Cowgill and Foster, committee to' 
examine bonds, etc., apjiears the following certificate:) 

"I hereby certify that I have this day examined and 
compared the canceled Ronds and Coupons of the I-'lorida 
Railroad Company turned over to me in January last by 
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r. H. Foster, late Treasurer of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, vviih the list recorded on t>age8 297, 280, 301, 
303 uf the Record Book of the proceedings of the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund, and find the suine to 
correspond with said list. 
" ( Signed ) W A LTE R G W Y N X . 

Treusurer. 
"Tallahassee, Florida, .Julv 19. 1877,*' 



Thursday. May IStfc, 1S70. 

The Trustees rnst in the Executive Chamber. 

Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns. 
7reas. C. H. Foster. 
A'ty, Genl. \Y. A. Coeke. 
•>,mpt. 0. A. CowgHL 

A cmniiiiinieation was received from Dr. Westcott, 
whirh was :^ad as follows, viz: 

Tallahassee, Aug. ISth. 187«. 
To the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fond of Florida. 

Gentlemen: A corporation under the laws of Florida 
has been farmed and" filed with the Secretary of State, 
under the riiin.it and style of the "No Gauge or Single Hail, 
Railroad and Construction Company of Florida" and 
espvially fur i-onstrneting a railroad from Orange I,nke 
in .Marion county to the Oclawaha river. By the terms 
of the articles or association I*. P. Bishop, John Westcott. 
I, J. Daniel, ( . Drew, H. I,. Hart, .Tames A. Harris aud 
Thomas Nhallv are now directors and P. P. Bishop is 
President. 

In comiflt mttna of the great improvement that will 
take place m the value of the State Land near the said 
railroad by drainage as well as making it mpre accessible 
to rlsit and elimination and for the transportation of 
produce end merchandise, and as encouragement to con- 
stntff a cheaper class of Railway as. claimed by patents 
to .lohii Weiicott for constructing a new and improved 
permanent railroad the undersigned as agent and engi- 
neer, for said Company in liehulf of the President and di- 
rectors, in .si vesjievl fully makes the following request in 
relation thereto. 

That l he Trustees for and in consideration of the above 
premises and toe sum of ten cents per acre do sell to the 
said rwrpncatkn every forty ncre lot of land thai ihe line 
of railroad passes through or touches on any of its boun- 
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daiy aud that the Trnstees reserve the following laorf-i 
from Bale for a reasonable length of time for making the 
requisite surveys and location of the Hue of railroad 
and for unking sale of the remainder of the stock of said 
corpontior.- viz: 

Thu south 4 of B. 18 & the K, I of 8. 19 T. 12 R. 24 8 * 
E. also the V | of S. 19, 20, 21. 22. 23 & 24 of T. 12 R 23 
8. & E. also N\ J of S. 24 T\ 12 R. 22 8. & E. 4 

Respectfully vonrs, 

JOHN WESTOOTT. 
Authorized Agent of sd. Corpora turn. 
The foregoing communication was considered and the 
following resolution adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Trustees will sell to the "No Gauge 
or Single Rail Railroad & Construction Company of Flori- 
da" all the swT.uip & overflowed lands contained in each 
forty acre subdivision through which the road to be con- 
structed by the said company from Orange Lake to the 
Oclawaha river shall pass, at the rate of 10 cents per 
acre, provided that any forty acres at present occupied by 
an actual settler shall not be sold to said Company on- 
less said settler shall decline to purchase from the Trus- 
tees the land so occupied by him. and provided that said 
road is completed within six months from this date, and 
the salesman is hereby directed to withhold from sale 
for a period of six months all such 40 acre lols as are 
touched by said road as shown by the plat of the route 
thereof, as appertained by actual survey, to be filed in the 
office of the Commissioner of Lauds & Immigration within 
thirty days. 

The Attorney General presented the following letter 
from J. A. Lee, Register. 

United States Consolidated Land Office, 
Gainesville, May 10, liX* 
Wm. A. Cocke, 

Dear Sir: Yours of 9th inst. is to hand t«d in reply 
will state that the contest case Thomas f \MM- -vs. the 
Stare of Florida has been dismissed for the tMsent anil 
will be referred to the Commissioner and H -t should 
come up again the State will be duly notil & 
Yrs. Very Respectfully, 

J. «E. 
atater. 
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The following bills were allowed & the Treaa. Jireeted 
o pay them. 

f o W. A. Cocke for professional opinion in case of Thos. 
*isher vs. The Trustees, f30.00. 

M. L, Stearns for expenses incurred in visiting Wash* 
Dgton, two trips on business for the Trustees & self & 
ther members of the Board to Jacksoncille in February, 
385.00 

No further business the Board adjourned. 

C. A. COWGIU., Secretary. 



Tuesday, June fith, 18TC. 

The Trustee* met in the Executive Chamber. 

Present all the members. ' 

A proposition was received from the Jacksonville. St. 
AaigruHne & Indian River Railroad k Navigation Com- 
pany to purchase all lands lying between tte ocean and 
St. Jcfens river at .... eent3 per acre conditioned upon 
the building a railroad from Jacksonville to Halifax or 
Indian rivers & a canal thence through Indian River, 
which wns read and discussed & consideration thereof 
postponed. 

The following proposition was received from W. W. 
Hicks and J. B. Fitxpatrick. 

We the undersigned make the following proposition to 
tire Honorable Board of Trustees Int. Imp. Fund, for the 
hinds (Swamp and Overflowed) as per accompanying 
nap, to wit : 

1st To pay ten (10) cents per acre for the above tract. 

2nd. We obligate to drain and recover one half of the 
tract within twelve monthB from date of possession and 
the whole of it within two years. 

Signed WM. WATKINS HICKS. 
J. B. FITZPATRIOK. 

These being the same lands applied for by Mr. Fitzpat- 
rick on April 12. 187(1 and the application having been re- 
ferred to Mr. Eagan and Mr. Eagan having reported that 
the lands were mostly saw grass ponds completely over- 
flowed; Mid of no value without drainage, it was 

Re*c««J. That the lands be sold Messrs. Hicks and 
Fitrp*tJi** at 10 cents per acre. 
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Aq application was received from Jerairuah Casan for 
the refunding of f20.H-100 amt. paid for 8. W. 1 4 of 8. 
W. 14 of S. 4 in T. 10 S. of R. 26 E. said land not being 
the property of the Fund, and was erroneously sold to 
her August 5th, 1867, which was read and referred #o 
Commissioner of L. & Immigration. 

Account of Williams & Cor ley, Agents for sale of land 
for Mav for f 293.12 was allowed. 

C. A. COWOILL, 
Secretary. 



Saturday, Jnly 15th, 1876. 

The Trustees met upon a call of the majority of the 
Board in the office of Commissioner of Lands & Tm. 

Present : Attorney General TV. A. Coeke. 
Treas. C. H, Foster. 
Com. of L. & I. I). Eagan. 
Comptroller C. A. Cowgill, 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

The following entries of land were ordered to he can- 
jelled and the Treasurer directed to refund the purchase 
money to the respective parties. 

To Jemimah Cason. 
Purchase money paid for the R\V> of BW| of B. t ia T. 

10 8. of R. 26 E. forty 21-100 acres at fifty cents per 

acre, said laiwl heing in military reservation around 

Palatta and did not nor does not belong to the U. 

States, |20.10. 

To Mrs. Flora C. Porter 
Purchase money paid for Lot *So. 4 of 8. 21 west of St. 

Johns River T. 10 S. of R. 27 E. said land lying in the 

Palatka military reservation, $72.19-1(H). 

To Benjamin O. GreDad. 
Purchase money paid for E$ of NEJ of a. 2 T. 20 S. R. 

21 E. & SE1 of SEi of S. 36 in T. 19 8. R. 21 E. said 

land having been erroneously sold, ti*y being the prop 

erty of the United States, f 113.90. 

And to Mrs. Marv Ann Xewsom. 
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Money paid for SKJ of SW-J S. 22 T, 24 8. R. 30 E, eon- 

taining 40 acres, she having been misled by the County 

Purveyor and selected a piece not covering her improve 

metirs, $4u. 

And to Abel Piatt 
Money paid for Lot No. 4. R. 12 T. 20 8. R. 26 K. the said 

Jot having been previously sold to 8. B, Couover, $56. lft. 

The Secretary reported that on June 22, 1876, he hai 
received a communication from Hon. D. L. Yulee V. P. & 
Acting P. of the A. G. & W. I. T. Co., enclosing lists of the 
lands combined in the odd sections lyingj within six miles 
of the located line of the Company's road between Waldo 
and Ocala which are claimed as belonging to the Coni- 
panv by virtue of 8. 15 «f the I. I. Act. 

Lint A containing lands remaining under control of 
the Trustees and List B contains those that have been 
sold by the Trustees and for which the Company will he 
willing to accept some equitable equivalent. 

The communication was read and ordered filed. The 
secretary having previously ackuowledged the reception 
of the communication. 

The Commissioner of Lands & I. informed the Trustees 
that oatents had issued from the United States to the 
for acres of land selected by Wil- 
liams, Rwann & Corley and offered the following resolu- 
tion which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved. That the salesman he instructed to bring 
into market the Internal Improvement and swamp lands 
recently appraised lying in the vicinity of Pease Creek 
and < 'aloosahatchie river after giving public notice there- 
of by advertisement for four weeks in the following pa- 
pers i 

and to cause such notice to issue in circular fopm 
to be distributed through that section of the State where 
the lands are located. 

Resolved. That persons who have settled or cultivated 
any of said lands shall bave the prior right to enter the 
lands embracing their improvements, provided they shall 
apply to enter the same on or before the first day of No- 
vember, and all entries made before that time embracing 
the residence or cultivated lands of another shall be set 
aside upon the application of the settler with proof there- 
of, if made within the time as above limited.. 
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The Commissioner of Lands presented a communica- 
tion from Wm. L, Apthorp setting forth the torn, dirty 
and mutilated condition of the township platu in the* of- 
fice of the salesman and the necessity of their speedy re 
newal, and offered to make as many new maps, (proba 
bly 1000) as might be necessary, npon the best |»aper 
mounted on muslin for $2.50 per map, and upon personal 
inspection it being apparent to the Trustees that said new 
maps w*r& essentially necessary it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Lands & Immigra- 
tion he authorized to contract with Mr. Apthorp foe such 
new maps as may De required not to exceed one thousand, 
npon i lie terms mentioned in the communication reciveu 
from Mr. Apthorp. 

Hon. C H. Foster made a report of his investigation* 
into the propriety and feasibility of making a new con- 
tract for deepening the channel of Pease Creek under 
resolution of April 12, 1876. which was read and ordered 
to be filed. 

The following accts. were ordered paid. 

To William & Corley, Agents for sale of lands, commis- 
sion on sales for month of June, $273.48-100. 

To C. H. Foster, exp. in conveying fund June 1st to A. 
Doggett receiver, $13.50. 

Tb C. H. Foster expense in trip to Pease Creek, Fort 
Meade and Bartow, in making investigations into the 
feasibility of contracting to opening navigatioa of Pease 
Creek, 1135.00. 

C. A. COWGILL. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, ~Sov. 18th. 

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber Hpon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present all the members. 

The Secretary presented a communication from Wil- 
liams & Corley asking an extension of time to Mr. N orris 
Agent for sale of land in large quantities in England. 

And C. A. Cowgill moved that an extension be sranted 
until I>ec. 31st 
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A in] Mr. Eagan moved to amend the motion by substi- 
tuting Dec. 1st for Dec. 31st and upon the motion io 
amend the following vote was had. 

Yeas — Messrs. Steam, Foster and Eagan. 3. 

Nav'H — Messrs. Cooke and Cowgill. 

And upon the question of extending the time to Dec. 
1st the following vote was bad : 

Yeas — Messrs. Stearns, Foster, Eagan and Cowgill. 

Nays — Mr. Cocke. 

So the motion prevailed and" the term of Bah* waft ex- 
tended to Dec. 1st. 

Notice was received from W. H. Gleason, Presdt. S. I. 
IT. k I. Co. protesting against the sale by the Trustees of 
those lands granted to said Company, which was read 
and referred to the Attorney of the Board. 

Acct. of L. Q. Dennis. Timber Agent, for expenses 
during March, 1876, was allowed for f60.00. 



Attest 



C. A. COWGILL, Secty. 



Wednesday, Nov. 22, 1876, 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the President. 
Present all the members. 
Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 
On motion of C. A. Cowgill it was unanimously resolr- 
fcd that the time for the sale of land in large quantities 
by Mr. Norris be extended to December the fifteenth. 
No further business tfce Board adjourned. 

C. A. COWGILL, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Dec. lftth, 1876. 
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the 
call of the Governor. 

Present : Gov. M. L. Stearns. 

Dennis Eagnn. C. of L. & I. 
C. H. Foster. Treas, 
C A. Cowgill, Secty. 



143 

The Secretary announced that he had notified Attorney 
General Cocke of the call for the meeting. 

The ftect of A. Hernandez, Shf. of St. Johns County for 
expenses and fees incurred in case of Trustees of f, I. F. 
of the State of Florida vs. St. Johns Railway for $76.50 
was ordered paid. 

The account of Williams & Corley for comniiasion upon 
sale of lands in ihe months of July, August, September, 
Oetoher and November for $621.25 wan approved nnd the 
Treas. directed to pay them. 

Acer. of F. T. Myers for carrying funds, months of July, 
August aurt September to the Receiver for $28.25 wai « 
dered paid. 

Acer, of L. B. Foster. Clk. Supreme Court for copy of 
opinion of Supreme Court in case of State and Trustees 
vs. J. P. & M. R. R. Co. furnished to Governor, $22.60. 

William B Denmark purchased from the Trustees in 
1861, 39.74-100 acres of land at $1.25 per acre described 
as follows: NE| of NW4 of S. 20 T. 11 S. R. 26 E., pay* 
ing therefor the sum of forty nine dollars and sixty seven 
centB, and now asks that the said entry may be cancelled 
and the money refunded to him as the said land never be- 
longed to the 1. I. Fund, but to the United States and 
these facts being substantiated by the endorsement of Mr. 
Eagan, Comr. of L. & I. it was 

Resolved, That the above mentioned entry be cancelled 
and the sum of $49.67-100 be refunded to Mr. Denmark. 

The Governor presented a letter from N. J. Barter, 
Acting Coinmr. of Land Office at Washington requesting 
the State to relinquish her claim to certain lands that 
had been improperly pato=i*-3 *- the State, the said land 
having been previously sold to Moses E. Ley and described 
as follows: 

Lots 1 and 2 S. 18 Fract. Sect. 17 and lot 2 S. 7 all in 
T. 12 S. R. 22 East, and the communication was referred 
to the Commr. of Lands 
* A communication was received from H. Bisbee, Jr., At- 
torney for the Board, informing the Board that the liti- 
gation in the Supreme Court of the United States and in 
the State Courts touching the liens and trusts held by the 
State and Trustees is at an end and that the money and 
funds in the Registry of the Supreme Court U. States had 
been ordered paid to the Treasurer of the State who was 
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specially designated to receive it, and requested the 
Board to order payment of his bills for professional ser- 
vices and expenses ont of said fund and presented am 
itemised account an follows, viz: 

Hill of H, BiHbee, Jr., Solicitor. 
ttffrOtr. 

Service* and disbursements rendered and made in suits 
by the State of Florida to enforce lieus on railroad prop- 
erty 

For i*erviccF in the case of the State of Florida 
vs. ICd. C Anderson et a I in the Supreme 
Court of The Cnited States from Nov. 1873 

to February 1876 9 15,000 

For ncrviies rendered in suits of the State vs. 
J. P. k M. R. R. Co. & Fla. C. R. R. Co. & D. 
1\ llii! kind et ai in State Courts nf Fla. from 

Nor. 1 ST'I to February 1870 fijKW 

For servires itful advice from May 15, 1$7fi *o 

July 15th requiring two trips to Tallahassee ^00 

For KfViem rendered in Nov. & I>ee. IS70 on 
niiitiuM in the Supreme Court of the 1". States 
for the payment of money in Court to rotn- 

phiinants 750 

For expense* and disbursements incurred & 

paid as per the itcnxfcrd bills rendered l.HT'l 01 
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The following preamble and order was then adopted : 
Whereas. 1 1 appears that the Supreme Pour* of the 
United Stales m the suit therein prosecuted m helm If of 
the State and the Board of Trustees of the T, I. Fund 
against Edward C. Anderson et nl. to protect and enforce 
the lien and trust s held by the State and said Trustees 
upon the Railroad between Jacksonville and the Chatty 
boofbe» river lias ordered the money and funds now in Ihe 
Registry of said Court irising from said litigation paid 
over to the Treasurer of the State who had b"en speci- 
fically des^ned lo receive the name 

And Whereas, The said moneys and funds ieM ihe rosls 
and expenses incur red in ion ducting the litigation are 
appli'al'l 1 to the paymart of the liens and discharge of 
the i rusts held by the B* ll of Trustees which have been 
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judicially declared to be prior to the other lien coon said 
railroad, held bj the Governor of the State as Trustee, 

And Whereas. The Treasurer of the State, Chas, H. 
Foster is also the Treasurer of this Board of Trustees 
charged with receiving and disbursing the funds and 
moneys thereof, it is hereby ordered % 

That Chas. II. Foster, the Treasurer aforesaid upon the 
receipt of the naid funds and moneys do charge himself 
with the same as Treasurer of this Board, and pay out tho 
same upon the order of the Board. 

H. Ijisltec, Jr., the solicitor of the Board and of the 
State having presented his bills for services and disburse- 
ments in the litigation to enforce and protect the liena 
and trusts above mentioned, and it appearing that such 
bills are pro]»erIy chargeable upon and payable cut of the 
moneys aforesaid arising from said litigation and that the 
compensation claimed is reasonable and just, for the ser- 
vices rendered it is ordered that the aggregate enm of 
twenty-four thousand and twenty-three and 04-100 dollars 
the total of said bills be paid to H. Bisbee, Jr., by the 
Treasurer of ihis Board out of the said moneys upon the 
receipt of the said H. Bisbee, Jr., and his receipted bills. 

C. A. COWGILL, 
Secretary. 



Monday, January 1st, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the call 
of th3 Governor. 
Present: U. L. Stearns, Governor. 

D. Eagan, Comr. of L. & I. 
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. 
C. H. Foster, Treas. 
C. A. Cowgill, Compt 
The following accounts were allowed and the Treasurer 
ordered to pay them. 

Commissions to WilliamB & Corley for sales of land in 
December, f 1S4.20. 

L. G. "Dennis services as Timber Agent for the year 
1876, fbOO.00. 
10 T. I. 1 
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To Joseph H. Durkee referee and master in ehanccry in 
the suit of Si ale of Florida and the Trustees of I. i. F. vs. 
the Jacksonville Pensacola & Mobile R. K. Co. to be paid 
ont of fund turned over by Supreme Court arising from 
the litigation in the case of Htate and Trustees vs. E. C. 
Anderson «i al., |2771.95. 

To C. H. Foster, State Treasurer for furnishing so- 
licitor with coiiies of bonds of J. P. and Mobile and 
Florida Central B. K. Co., $4.00. 

To I>ennis I Kigali for one copy of Gray's Atlas of the 
United Stales for use of Land Office, $16.50. 

To the Tampa Guardian for advertising State lands 
brought into market, f 10.00. 

To Western Union Telegraph Co., $ 2.21. 

To Wm. h. Apthorp for one wall map of Florida for use 
of Salesman'.? office. $1.25. 

To D. Eagan for R. L. Holloway to viewing, appraising 
and priutiug descriptive lists of 32,455 acres of land 
lying in l'olk and Manatee counties at 24_ cents per acre 
as per contract. $S11.37^. 

* To John I". Stickney to professional services in case of 
Truhter-j against James L. Coles & Co. for cutting timber 
on Trust lands, $25.00. 

To W. I.. Apthorp for 777 new township plats furnished 
under resolution of Board of July 15„ '76, at $2.50 per 
plat, $1042.r>0. 

To .1. M. & H. J. Baker, Attorneys, professional ser- 
Tices in case of Francis Yose vs. Trustees of I. I. Fund 
from Oct. 1, 1875, to Dec. 30, 1876, $500.00. 

The following account was presented and read. 
The Internal Improvement Fund of Florida: 

To M. A. Williams, S, A. Swann & H. A. Corley, Dr. 

To compensation for the selection of 896,915 acres of 
pwanio ami overflowed lands approved to the State by the 
Secret a ly of the Interior under their contract with the 

Trustees of 1873, at 2 cents 

per acre payable in lands of the Internal Improvement 
Fund approved to the State since the date of said con- 
tract, $17,038.50. 

The Comptroller offered the following resolution which 
was read. 

Resolved, That the account of Williams, Swann & Cor- 
ley for the selection of swamp and overflowed lands 
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amounting to $17,938.50 be approved and that the said 
Williams, Swann & Corley be authorized to enter land at 
the regularly established prices in payment of said ac- 
count from the lands belonging to the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund approved to the State since the day of % the 
execution of tbe contract appointing them agents. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 16, 1877. 
The Hoard met. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Oeorge P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Landrf\nd Im- 
migration. 
The Board organized with the election of officers as 
follows: 
His Excellency. George F. Drew. President. 
Hugh A. Corley, Secretary and Salesman. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Gwynn, the President was author- 
ized to appoint a Committee to draft rules and regula- 
tions for the Board, and Messrs. Raney and Corley were 
appointed to constitute said Committee. 

On motion, the bond of the Treasurer was fixed at 
fin.ooo. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the Attorney General be requested to 
examine into, ascertain and report to this Board the re- 
lation sustained by the Trustees with respect to any and 
all matters to litigation before the courts of this State 
or the United States, wherein this Board or the fund un- 
der their charge, are directly or indirectly interested, 
witb such suggestions and recommendations as he may 
see proper to make for the action of the Board. 

Resolved, further, That all appointments by the Board 
heretofore made of Attorneys to conduct any litigation 
in behalf of the Trustees, be and the same are hereby re- 
voked—and the Attorney General is alone authorized to 
represent the Trustees in all the courts, until otherwise 
ordered at any time hereafter. 
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Which were read and unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Cor ley offered the following resolution : 

Resolved. That the preamble and order adopted by the 
Board of Trustees 011 the 10th December, 187G, instruct- 
ing the Treasurer <if tin; State to charge himself as 
Treasurer of this Board with the moneys and funds in 
the registry of the C. S. Supreme Court in the cage of 
the State of Florida et at. vs. E. C. Anderson et al., aod 
to pay out of the same the amount of f 24. 023.0-1 to H. 
Biabee, Jr.. be and the same is hereby rescinded. 

Which was read and unanimously adopted. 

Mr, Andrew Banks, of Baltimore, Md., presented a 
proposition to the Board for the purchase of 3,000,000 
acres of land, at twenty five cents per acre. 

Which was read and postponed until Thursday next. 

The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
addressed to him by Nicholas Serge Wassilieff, setting 
forth the importance to the State of the establishment of 
an agency in the City of New York to invite and aid im- 
migration to Florida by the emigrants from Enrope. By 
the invitation of the Trustees, Mr. Wassilieff appeared 
before them and stated verbally his views and opinion! 
upon the Bubject and expressed his belief that with 
proper exertions a large number of the Mennonites in 
Russia could be induced to settle in Florida. Mr. Wassi- 
lieff further expressed his willingness to act as the Agent 
of the State for that purpose in New York if the State 
would defray the expenses of such agency. 

Whereupon Mr. Raney offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Retolted, That the Legislature .of Florida be requested 
by this Board to pass a law authorizing the Governor to 
appoint an agent, to be approved by this Board, to re- 
side in New York City, for the purpose of inducing im- 
migration to this State, and appropriate the Bum of if- 
teen hundred dollars per annum to defray the expenses 
of such agency. 

Resolved, That the Secretary enclose copies of said res- 
olution to the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the Assembly. 

The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
addressed to him by Frank B. Fair, of Reading, Pa-, 
asking a donation of 1280 acres of land in the southern 
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portion of the State to be appropriated to the location of 
100 families from Reading and Philadelphia. 

Which was read and referred to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration for reply. 

A letter from J. Berrien Oliver, of Xew York, Bugfeest- 
ing the importance of establishing an Immigration 
Agency there; another from Col. W. T. Grey of Cincin- 
nati, offering to canvass as an Immigration Agent of 
State of Florida free of expense to tbe State; and othlp 
from Capt. Wm. W. Hoi man of Trappe, Pa.. Walter 
Seiberling of Philadelphia. John P. Rather of Tnscnmhla, 
Ala., and Capt. Frank ML Duffey of Gallatin, Tens 
making inquiries concerning the State, were referred f<j 
answer to the Commissioner of Lands & Immigration. 

The Board then adjourned nntil Thursday, the 18th 
stant, 11 o'clock a. ni. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. January IS, 18T7. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present • George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwvqp. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr, of Lauds & Immi- 
gration. 
The minutes of tl>e last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The proposition of Mr. Andrew Banks to purchase three 
millions of acres of land was taken up for consideration. 
A communication was received from Messrs. Williams 
& Swarm upon the subject of said proposed sale, giving a 
brief pialement of the previous efforts in that behalf by 
Revcrd - Johnson and G. S. Norris, and suggesting the 
appointment of M. A. Williams as the Agent of the Trus- 
tees to clfcct the sale, with some changes in price, etc., and 
giving their recsons in favor of the policy of making sneb. 
sale. 

On motion of Mr. Gwynn. it was Ordered, that the con- 
sideration of paid proposed sale Ite postponed until after 
the adjournment of the present session of the Legislature. 
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On motion, >t was ordered, that the Secretary be di- 
rected to write to Gen. H. R. Jackson, of Savannah, Col. 
Charles II. Kimonton, of CharleBton, and to Gov. I). 8. 
Walker and Col. T. W. Brevard of Tallahassee, inviting a 
conference with the Trustees on the 25th instant, re- 
specting ilie interests of the F. & G. B. B. bondholders. 

Mr. Cnrby called the attention of the Board to the ac- 
count of Willi.ims. Swnnn & Cor lev for selecting swamp 
lands, which was presented to the Board at their meeting 
on J>innnry lit. hut upon which no action wa% taken. 

Mr. H.inev ofTered the following resolution*: 

ReaorVed, That the account of Messrs. Williams. Swaun 
& Cor icy for the selection of swamp lands be referred to 
a commit ice of two forTxamination. 

Boot red, further, That the contract heretofore entered 
into by the Board of Trustees with Messrs. Williams, 
Swann and Corley for the selection of swamp land* U 
hereby rescinded. 

Which resolutions were adopted, and Messrs. Raney 
and Gwynn were appointed a committee to examine the 
accounts. 

A letter was received from G. R. Alexander, who Feb 
ruary lfl. ISfiO. entered Lots No. 1 &, 2. Section 36, T. 19 
S. R. If! K.. applvine; to have said entrr changed to the 
NE| of NWJ, Section 34. T. 24^*. R. 20 E. 

Which was read and the application refused. 

Walter Gwynn, the Treasurer of the Board, presented 
his official l»ond which was read and approved, and or- 
dered to he spread upon the minutes, as follows: 
State of Florida! 

f>>nntv of I,eon Know all men by these presents that 
we, Walter <»wynn. and we, William T>. Bloxham, Uriah 
llowden. John Varan m and John F. White, are held and 
firmly hound unto George F. Drew, Governor of the State 
of Florida, and to his successors in office, for the use. 
benefit, and protection of all whom it may at any time 
or dor* concern, in the snm of ten thousand dollars, law- 
fol money of the Fnited States of America for the pay- 
ment whereof well ana truly to be made we bind our- 
selves and our heirs, executors and administrators, 
joint!? and severally, firmly bv these presents — Signed 
and Sealed this seventeenth day of January A. I>. 18T7. 
The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereat 
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the said Walter Gwyun. the Treasurer of the State of 
Florida, has been appointed and elected Treasurer of the 
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
said Stale, and required by a resolution of the Board to 
execute a bond in the sum ef ten thousand dollars for 
the faithful performance of bis duties as such Treasurer 
of eaid Board of Trustees— Xo^, if the said Walter 
Gwynn shall in all things faithfully and promptly per- 
form and discharge his duties as Treasurer of such 
Board) then this obligation sball be void, but otherwise 
remain of full force and virtue. 

Witness our hands and seals this the day and year 
first above written. 

(Signed) WALTER GWYNN (L. S.)' 
(Signed) W. D. RLOXHAM (L. S.) 
(Signed) URIAH BOWDEX (L.S.j 
(Signed) JOHX VARNUM (L. S.) 
(Signed) JOHX F. WHITE (L. S.) 

Signed, scaled and delivered in our presence. 
(Signed) CHAS. H. FOSTER, Witness. 

An application was received from Granville Uevilt, of 
Sumter County, asking Ibat the entry made by him ou the 
24th day of March, 1876, of the S£ of SW$ Section 23, 
Township 20, Snnth, Range 21, East, be canceled, or that 
he be allowed to change the entry , 4 for the reason that the 
land desired bv him lav in Section 33 instead of Sec- 
tion 23. 

On motion, Tlie salesman was authorized to permit Mr. 
Bevill to enter other lands in lieu of those entered by 
mistake. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 25. 1877. 
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General. 
Prcpeut : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comotroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cortey, Commr. of Lands k Immi- 
gration. 
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

In compliance with the invitation extended on the iStb. 
Instant, Qett. Henry R. JackBon, of Savannah, and Got. 
David P. Walter, of Tallahassee, Attorneys for the hold- 
ers of a large proportion of the bonds issued by the Pen- 
sacola and Georgia Ray road Company, appeared before 
the Board to confer with respect to the interest of said 
bondholder* and others respecting the seizure and sale of 
the Jacksonville, Pensacoia and Mobile Railroad and of 
the Florida Central Railroad. 

Gen. .la<kson rain a letter from Col. Charles H. Simon- 
ton of Charleston, S. C, the attorney of the holders of a 
larj» number of said bonds, authorizing him, the said 
Jackson, to represent him and his clients before the Hoard. 

Mr. Raney read several letters and affidavits going to 
show that a portion of the State Bond* issued under the 
Act' of .1 line 24th, 1S6!1. entitled. "An Act to Perfect the 
Public Works of the State," and the acts amendatory 
thereto, were negotiated in such manner nnd to such nn 
amount a* |r. render the Florida Central Railroad, from 
Jackson v'.Wf. to Lake City, liable to seizure and ssle un- 
der said nets. 

After some time spent in discussing the various que* 
ttoiis urivinfr in the present condition of the railroads, tbe 
Board adjourned. 
Attest : CEO. F. DREW, President. 

HCGn A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. January SO, 1877. 
The Hoard met in the Attorney OeneraTs office. 
Prestnt : George F. Prew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Owvnn. TreaPureY. 
Oeoree P. Rnney. At*on.pv General. 
Hnch A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands k 
Imtnicrntion. 
The miunies of the last meeting were read and ap- 
pro veil. 

Mr. Rant'T read to the Board the affidavit or sworn 
ttateroeut of Joseph B. Stewart, Esq., the attorney of the 
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Western IMvision of the Western North Carolina Railroad 1 
Compauy, claiming an interest in the Florida Central 
Railroad, going to show that no portion of the State bonds 
issued under the act of June 24, 1869, entitled "An Act to 
Perfect the Public Works of the State," and the Acts 
amendatory thereto, were ever negotiated in such manner 
and to such an amount as to render the said Florida < Vu- 
tral Railroad liable to seizure and sate under said acts. 

Mr. Runey also read a protest against the seizure and 
Rale of said road, signed by the said Joseph R. Stewart, 
Esq., as the Attorney of the Florida Central Railroad" 
Company. 

The Treasurer presented tlip-acconnt of J. M. & H. J. 
Baker, attorneys, for professional services in the case of 
Francis? Vose vs. the Trustees I. I. Fnnd for $500, which 
liad been allowed and ordered to lie paid by the former 
Trustees on the 1st instant, nnd asked the instructions 
of the Board in reference to tlie payment thereof. 

On motion, said account was referred to the Attorney 
General. 

The following account* were presented and ordered to 
be paid ; 

H. A. Crane. Publisher of the "Key of the Culf" for 
pu Wishing advertisement "State Lands brought into 
market" J10.DO. 

C. N. Hawkins. Proprietor of the "Sun land Tribune" 
for publishing advertisement "State Lands brought into 
market" fg.OO. 

The following letter from H. Risbee, Jr., Esq., was 
ree'd. and read. 

Tallahassee, Florida, Jany. 17th, 1877, 
Hen. H. A. Corley. 

Sec. Board Trustees Int. Imp. Fund, 

Bear Sir: — I respectfully renuest early action of the 
Board of Trustees upon my bill for services and disburse- 
ments in the several suits in which the Trustees were in- 
terested. The snits have occupied the most of my time 
for thrpe years, and in their conduct and management I 
have Iwen required to be absent from borne so much as to 
very largely injure mv local practice and hnsine**. Your 
predecessors on the 19th of Dec. A. D. 1876, approved 
my accounts for sen- ices, disbursements and 
expenses for $2 1,023.04-100 and ordered that amount paid 
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nie out of the funds recently received by Charles H. Fos- 
ler from the registry of the U. 8. Supreme Court, which 
represent net earnings of the railroad, upon which the 
Hoard have a prior lien. I am informed that the present 
Board have rescinded the action of its predecessors ap- 
proving my accounts. While respectfully contending 
that the approval of my accounts by your predecessors is 
final, and can not be rescinded so as to affect my rights. 
}>■:. desiring an early and satisfactory settlement, I re- 
quest that I may be informed what action the Board will 
lake in the premiss. I deBire nothing more than any 
creditor in my relation to the Board ought in justice to 
have — that is, jut I compensation for tny services as soon 
as practicable. 

If it is tln'tuglit my bills are excessive, then I propose 
to the Board to submit that question to the Attorney 
<;<'ii«t:lI and James M. Baker, Esq., or any other attorney, 
who has any familiarity or acquaintance with the history 
of the litigation. I^et them have the evidence and decide. 
In that case, however, I am not to be limited to the 
anion nt of the bills as approved, and their decision is to 
he final. 1 request that you will submit this to the Board, 
and from it au early answer. 

Yours truly, 

H. BISBEE, JR. 

The attention ef th# Board was also railed to the ac- 
count of J. II. Imrkee, Referee, for |2,771.tta allowed 
and ordered by the former Trustees to be paid from the 
Funds received from the registry of the court in the case 
of the State et a), vs. E. C. Anderson et a). 

Also to other claims against said Fund not yet allowed. 

On motion. Mr. Raney was requested to notify all per- 
son* claiming any portion of said funds that no action 
won Id he taken prejudicial to any of their rights by the 
Board of Trustees, without due notice to all concerned. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 1. 1877. 

The Board met in the office of the Attorney General. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The application of James 0. Devall to be refunded the 
jiurchase money paid-fl^v him for a certain tract of land 
nas taken up for consideration. The said Devall on the 
15th of July 1858, purchased from the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund the HW1 of XEi of Section 22. 
Township 10, South Range 26, East, which lands had been 
selected for the State as swamp land, but the United 
Hates Government have referred to patent the same to the 
State because it is embraced in what was formerly the 
Palatka Military Reserve. The whole amount paid for 
said land by «aid Devall was $55.61, and a deed was made 
to him on the 29th of July, 1861. The said Devall has ex- 
ecuted and delivered to the Trustees a quit claim deed 
fin- said land. 

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled, and that the 
Treasurer pay to said James 0. Devall fifty-five dollars 
and eixty-one cents, the amount pt purchase money paid 
hy him as aforesaid for said land. 

An application was reeeired from W. S. Tucker to have 
refunded to him forty dollars paid by him for the pur- 
chase of the NE$ of "SEJ of Section '2-1. Township 12, 
Pontli, Range 26. East, which tract had been previously 
sold to M. L Miokles. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer refund said purchase 
money upon the reform and surrender of the deed made by 
the Trnete* m conveying said land to the said W. S. Tucker. 

The Salesman presented an abstract of the sales during 
the mouth of January, shom-inp that 2,280 acre* of land 
had been sold and f2.245.13 received therefor. 

Mr. Corley presented the application of France* J. 
Lynch for a deed for the SEJ of BE} of Section G, in 
Township 21. South of Range SO, East, which tract had 
been sold (o her by Williams, Swann & Corley. Agents, ap- 
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pointed by Hie U. S. Circuit Court for the Bale of lands 
belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund, and the 
purchase; money for which had been paid over to the Treas- 
urer of the Board. 

Ordered, That the Trustees will make a deed conveying 
said i a ml to the said Frances J. Lynch. 

The Salesman presented an abstract of the sales made 
at Jacksonville by M. A. Williams, Agent of the Trustees, 
during toe month of January, showing that he had sold 
923.05 acres of land, and had received therefor and paid 
over 1893.03. 

Also, the account of M. A. Williams, Agent, for commis- 
Finns on said gales, amounting to f 89.30, which was ap- 
proved and the Treasurer instructed to pay the same. 

Mr. Rauey offered the following resolution which was 
adopted : * ,. 

Jtcsolvcd, That the Salesman be instructed to discon- 
tinue the agency for the sale of lands at Jacksonville after 
the end of the present month, and give notice thereof by 
advert isemont. 

The Committee on Rules presented a set of Rules and 
Regulations, -which were read, amended and adopted as 
follows: 

RULES. 

1. The officers of This JJoard shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, Secretary, Salesman and Treasurer. 

2. The President shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board ; shall sign all orders of the Board for the payment 
of mon\v ; shall sign the minutes of each meeting of the 
Board .and shall perform such other duties as may he re- 
quired of him by the Board. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, the Board may chose a President pro tern, who shall 
perform the duties of the President during such absence. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the 
minutes of the Board in a book to be kept for that pur- 
pose, and to countersign the minutes of each meeting. He 
shall attest all orders of the Board for the payment of 
money. He shall keep regular accounts showing the 
amounts of all orders drawn by the Board, stating lite 
particular heads of payments ; shall write Such coin 1 
epondence as may be necessary to he carried on by the 
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Board ; find shall perform such other duties as may be re- 
quired of him. • • 

4. It shall be the duty of the Salesman to make all 
sales of lands under such rules and regulations as may be 
establishes by the Board, fie Bhal^keep and preserve all 
books, maps, charts, papers, documents and evidence ap- 
pertaining to or concerning said lands; and shall report 
monthly *o the Board the quantity of land sold and the 
amount of purchase money received therefor. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all 
moneys which by the rules and regulations of this Board 
are required to be paid over to him, or which by special 
order he may be required to receive. He shall pay out of 
said moneys such orders as may from time to time be 
drawn upon him by direction of the Board, provided said 
orders be signed by the President and countersigned by 
the Secretary. He shall keep regular accounts of the re- 
ceipts aud payments, which shall at all tinfcs be subject 
to the inspection of the Board. He shall give a bond 
payable to the Governor of this State, and his successors 
in office, in The penal sum of ten thousand dollars condi- 
tioned to discharge his duties faithfully, with securities 
to he approved by the Board. He shall report monthly 
the amount of receipts and disbursements; and *hn11 per- 
form such other duties as may from time to time be re- 
quired of him by the Board. 

6. At each meeting of the Board shall be noted on the 
minutes the names of all the members present. 

7. Upon all orders for the payment of money, or for the 
sale of lands, the vote shall be taken and recorded by yeas 
and na^s. 

8. The regular meetings of this Board shall lie held on 
the first Wednesday of every month, but the Board may 
meet as often as it is called together by the President, or 
in his absence by the Secretary, whose duty it shall be to 
call f=n« h meeting at the request of any two members of 
the Loard. 

9. Any person desiring to purchase Internal Improve- 
ment or swamp lands may do so by making* application 
therefor to the Salesman, whose duty it shall be, if the 
tract applied for be vacant and subject to entry to give to 
said applicant a certificate of that fact, stating the num- 
ber of ncrr>3 in the tract and the pricp per acre. Upon 
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the presentation of such certificate to (he Treasurer, it 
shall Ik* his duty to receive the purchase mone;* from .he 
applicant and give his receipt therefor; and upon the 
filing of such receipt in tbe office of the Salesman, said 
Salesman shall prepare a deed for the signature of the 
Trnatt-cs conveying said land to the purchaser, and may 
delivci- to eaid purchaser a certificate of purchase for the 
land. 

10. Where applications shall be received for the same 
tract of hind h? the same time by two or more persons, 
the tract shall he offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
in the fallowing manner, to wit: If all the applicants 
are present, the Salesman shall forthwith receive bids for 
the land and make the sale accordingly. When! any of 
said applicants shall lie absent, the Salesman shall ap- 
point a day, not less than fifteen nor more than sixty days 
from the time of the application, and shall give notice to 
tbe port!** that said land will be offered for sain on said 
day to the highest bidder and on the day appointed the 
land shall lte so offered, and in the mean time shall lie re- 
served from suio, No application for land shall he "'flu- 
sidere.l SBra for the purposes aforesaid unless accompan- 
ied with the full amount of cash necessary to make the 
entry. 

11. When any person shall have erroneously entered 
Internal Improvement or swamp lands, and shall desire 
to effect a change of entry, lie shall be permitted to do 
bo under the following regulations: 

The applicant must make affidavit l>cfore some officer 
authorized to administer oaths, that the tract of land be 
desires to enter is the one which he intended to enter a,t 
the time of his original application; that at the time 
of said original application, he was mistaken in 
the numbers of the land, and that he had used due dili- 
gence in ascertaining the true numbers before making 
said application; that he has not transferred or other- 
wise encumbered his title to the land; that the tract he 
desires to enter does not embrace the residence or culti- 
vated lands of any other person, and that he has not cut 
or removed any timber from tbe tract erroneously en- 
tered. The certificate of purchase or deed must be sur- 
rendered ami accompany the patters. Where it has been 
lost or mislaid, the party applying must advertise it tor 
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one month in some newspnper published in tnis State, 
and give notice of intention to apply for a change of en- 
try. Where a deed has been made and delivered to the 
purchaser, a deed of relinquishment shall be made recon- 
veying the title to the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, and if the deed to the "purchaser has been re- 
corded in the Clerk's office of the county where the lands 
lie, the deed of relinquishment shall likewise be recorded, 
and a certificate shall be produced from the clerk show- 
ing that said deed has been recorded, and that the records 
of his office do not exhibit any other conveyance of or en- 
cumbrance of title to the land. 

12. When the change of entry is effected, the Salesman 
shall note upon the original certificate or deed the facts 
of the case, to wit : That the entry has been changed from 
the tract named in said certificate or deed to another, 
designating the latter and the number of the latter entry. 

13. Where the tract which the party desires to enter 
does not belong to the Internal Improvement Fund, or is 
not subject to entry, then, upon the applicants compli- 
ance with the foregoing regulations, so far as the same 
are applicable, the entry shall be cancelled, and the pur- 
chase money refunded, or the entry changed to such other 
tract as the applicant may desire. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Secretary have the 
foregoing rules printed. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolotion : 

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, That eyery settler upon the lands claimed by 
this State under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved September 28, 1850, entitled "An Act to enable 
the State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the 
swamp lands within their limits" but which have not 
been approved to the State "by the Secretary of the In- 
terior at Washington, shall he and he is hereby author- 
ized to enter any number of acres, not more than one 
hundred and sixty, to include his improvement, within 
three months after the date when said lands shall be 
brought into market by this Board ; Provided, however, 
that such settler claiming the right of preemption un-' 
der this resolution shall, before the day when such lands 
ate brought into market, file with the salesman of this 
Board his statement in writing declaring his intention to 
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■enter the lands settled by him, describing the same, and 
shall make affidavit that he has settled upon the lands 
so described, and that such lands do not embrace the 
residence, cultivated lands, or improvements of any 
other person. All such declaratory statements shall be 
numbered and filed by the Salesman and noted upon the 
plats; and whenever any of the lands so applied for 
have been approved to the State and an order has been 
made by this Board to bring the same into market, the 
salesman shall send a notice thereof to all persons who 
have filed their statements as aforesaid for any of said 
lands, such notice to be sent to the nearest or most con- 
venient Tost office to the particular tracts applied for. 
Should any settler, after filing his preemption claim as 
aforesaid, and before the land is brought into market, sell 
or transfer his claim to any other person, and notify the 
salesman of this Board thereof, the purchaser or trans- 
feree shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges 
in entering the land as the original apnlicant had before 
Buch sale or transfer. 

Which resolution was read and adopted, and ordered 
to be printed with the other rules and regulations 
adopted by the Board 

A letter was received from Mr. J. B. Stripling, form- 
erly Timber Agent, setting forth certain alleged grievances 
and losses sustained by him by reason of the action of the 
former administration in revoking his agency after he 
had made certain seizures of timber. 

Which was read and placed on file. 

A letter was received from L. W. Dallas applying to 
enter the XEJ of NWi of Section 2, Township 1, North, 
Range 6, East, at a reduced price accompanied with a 
certificate of several citizens that said tract, with the 
exception of S cr 10 acres, is absolutely worthless. 

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to sell said 
tract at the prion of seventy cents per acre. 

On motion, Messrs. Gwynn & Corley were appointed a 
Committee to confer with W. J. Barnett, respecting the 
trespasses upon timber lands and the proper policy to be 
pursued with reference thereto. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. P. DREW, President 

HUGH A. CORLET, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 2. 1877. 

The Board met in the office of the Attorney General. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
Cclumbos Drew", Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 

The reading of the minutes of last meeting was post- 
poned. 

The Comm ittee appointed to confer with Mr. W. J. Bar- 
nett reported ibat they bad done so and had invited Mr. 
Barnett to appear in person before the Board and give 
bis views and opinions respecting the proper policy to be 
pursued to prevent trespass upon the public lands. 

Mr. Barnett being present, a long consultation was had 
upon that subject and upon the appointment of Timbei 
Agents for the protection of the lands. 

On motion, the Board recommended to His Excellency, 
the Governor, that the State be divided into four districts 
and that he appoint a Timber Agent for each district. 
The first district to embrace the portion of the State lying 
west of the Apalnchicola river — the second district to 
embrace the portion of the State lying between the Apala- 
chicola river and the Florida railroad, except the county 
of Nassau — the third district to embrace so much of tho 
counties of Alachua and Levy as lies east of the Florida 
railroad, and the counties of Hernando, Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Monroe, Snmter and Polk— the fourth district 
to embrace the counties of Nassau, Duval, Clay. Putnam, 
Marion, St. Johns, Volnsia, Orange, Brevard and Dade 
and so much of the county of Bradford as lies east of the 
Florida railroad. 

Mr. C. Drew offered the following resolution ■ 

Resolved, That this Board will pay to the Timber 
Agents appointed by the Governor for the districts recom- 
mended hy the Board a compensation not exceeding one 
hundred dollars a month, including such amount as the 
Board of Education may agree to pay from the School 
and Seminary Funds, such compensation to be paid quar- 
terly. 

Upon the adoption of the resolution the vote was : 

11 I. I. 
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Vei>s--<!ov. Drew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn, ftaney 
and Coriey.— o. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. Kaney offered the following resolution which was 
adopted : 

Jtcsolvrd. That cutting of timber of any kind on any 
land* of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida is 
prohibited : and Timber Agents are forbidden to make any 
contract permitting persons to ent any timber thereon, or 
for the sale of any ouch timber; and all contracts fur the 
catting of the same are revoked. Provided, That nothing 
in this iT'olnt'on shall prevent persons who have eat any 
such timljer, whether cedar or other kind, under contracts 
with sii h agents, from removing the same; but such per- 
sons shall be itnd are allowed till the first day of March to 
remor? the Fame from such lands on paying for the same 
according to their contracts. 

Mr. Ranev offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved. That all Timber Agents are required to in- 
quire diligently into all trespasses which hav? been or 
may be committed on the Internal Improvement Lands, 
and to report the same to this Hoard. 

The following proposition was received from Simpson 
& Co. 
To the Trastor-f. of the Internal Improvement Fund : 

We propose to purchase from your Board certain lands 
lying in &anta Rosa county, n description of which is 
hereto appended. These lands are all, or nearly all, in 
swamps lying on either side of Clear and Cold Water 
Creeks, aid are almost valneless, there being no timber on 
the same, except Titi and pwamp growth. For anything 
like agricultural purposes, they are now and will >w abso- 
lute! r vn!in»less. Our object in desiring the fee to them 
is this: We are engaged in the business of saw-milting in 
Milton arid bring our logs mostly down these stXMUBS, 
which are sin;iU and crooked. It is our intention to dig 
lateral ditches and to a great extent straighten them, if 
the price at which we can obtain the fee in them is snffi- 
cientlr low to justify us in doing so. If we should first 
dig and plonch these ditches, any person maliHouslv dis- 
posed could for a small sum enter a 40 or 80 acres of 
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them, ami refusing to permit ua to pass through cause vm 
to lose ouv put ire outlay, or force us to pay hi in a large 
gum of money. In vie** of the character of these lands, 
and of the fact that they are of uo valne to us whatever 
except for the purpose mentioned, we think 10 cent* per 
acre n sufficient price for them. And we can with troth 
say that we believe that it is the best disposition your hon- 
orable body can ever make of them, so far as j^cuninry 
return is concerned, aside from promoting the objects in 
a small wav of the peculiar trusts of vonr office. 

' SIMPSON & CO.. per Geo. O. MeWhorter. 

(List of lands annexed in Townships 2. 3. & S, North, 
Range 29, Weft and Townships 5 & 6, North, Range 27, 
West, embracing 6,107.07 acres.) 

On motion the consideration of said proposition was 
post in men until the next meeting. 

On met ion of Mr. Corley. Mr. Columbus Drew was 
elected Secrei*iry of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. February 7, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commr. of Lands & I mini- , 
gration. 
The mfiiutes of the two last meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 

George R. Fjsirhanks. Esq., appeared before the Board 
and presented the following petition : 
To tin H-mrd nf Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Hie State of Florida : 

Your petitioner respectfully represents that on the 5tK 
day of April, A. D. 1854. he entered at the TJ. S. Land 
Office, at Newnansville. Florida, by virtue of the power 
conferred by Surveyor Genl.'s certificate No. 1, issued to 
M. E. Levy" in the matter of the 38,000 acre grant to F. 



de la Maza Arredondo, the following described parcels of 
land, to- wit : 
Lots 1 & 2 of Sec. IS, T. 12, B. 22 15.20-10© acre* 
Lot 2 of Sec. 7. T. 12 B. 22 50.36- 100 acres 
Frac. Sec. 17 T. 12 B. 22 36.26-100 acres 
■and received of the Beceiver of said V. S. Land Office 
the several oifkini receipts of sin-h entry, now i-eady to be 
here product d. That owing to the failur* of the 
Begister of untd Land Office to make due entry 
of said entries upon the Tract Books, 
the said lands were subsequently, to-wit, on July 16th, 
1855, approved as swamp and overflowed lands, and 
bave been patented To the State erroneously. That the 
Com. of Geal. Laud Office has now caused the record 
of miu'Ii entries to be tuade upon the books and plats of the 
ILand Office, and has declared such entries made by your 
petitioner on the 5th Apt. 1854, to be valid and subsisting 
entries and prior in point of location to the selection 
and approval of the same as swamp and overflowed 
lands — and has requested the Governor of this State to 
surrender the same. Your petitioner is informed that one 
Q. J. Arnow, ns Trustee of Esther L. Arnow, claims to 
have entered and received a deed for a part of the same 
from your Board on the 25th Nov. 1868. and one W. T. 
Shuford for a part of the Bame on the 24th Apl. 1873. 
Your petitioner prays that your Board will take the 
requisite action for the surrender of such deeds, cancella- 
tion of such entries and surrender of said lands as may 
be proper and requisite in the premises, and to cancel 
such erroneous location and subsequent action thereon. 
Very respectfully submitted, 

G. B, FAIRBANKS. 
Mr, Corley offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved. That the Salesman be instructed to prepare 
a deed for the signature of the Governor relinquishing 
to the United States the title of the State to Lot No. 2 of 
Section 7, in Township 12, South of Range 22, East and 
that the Secretary be instructed to write to G. J. Arnow, 
Trustee of Esther L, Arnow and to W. T. Shuford, stat- 
ing the facts set forth in the petition of Mr. George B. 
Fairbanks, and requesting from them a relinquishment 
and reconveyance to the Trustees of the lands sold and 
conveyed to them respectively. 
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Resolved, further. That when said hinds are relin- 
quished and reconveyed to the Trustees by the said pur- 
chasers, the same will be relinquished to the United 
States. 

Resolved, further, That should said purchasers, or either 
of them, refuse to relinquish and reconvey said lands t» 
the Trustees, we do hereby authorize George R. Fairbanks 
to use the name of this Board for the purpose of insti- 
tuting such legal proceedings as may be necessary to pro- 
cure, a surrender of the deeds made by the Trustees con- 
veying said lands, and a re-conveyance of said land to 
the Trustees — such proceedings io be at the <"ost of the 
said G. R-. Fairbanks. 

Which resolutions were read and unanimously adopted. 

On motion, the consideration of the projiosition of 
Simpson & Oo. mas further postponed. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. I>REW, President, 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February ]<!, 1877. 
The "Hoard met in the Executive office. 
Presen f : George F. Drew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Georete P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Ilnph A. Corley. Commr, of Lands & Imnii- 
pratiou. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The question of the discontinuance of the ngency for- 
the sale of lands at Jacksonville was discussed, and Mr. 
Corley was requested to confer with M. A. Williams, t he- 
agent ar lhat place, respecting the terms and com mis 
sions of said agency. 

Mr. Colnmbns Drew offered the following resolution,, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Timber Agents appointed by the 
Governor are expected to devote their entire time to the 
dischar;;? of their duties as Agents, in traveling from 
point to point through alt parts of their districts; and 
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piich Agents shall make to this Board a report quarterly 
of the different points visited, and of all transact ioni 
done by them as such agents, and that the Governor bo 
requested, when forwarding the appointment of Agents, 
to communicate, the above instr actions to them. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary. 






Tallahassee, Florida, February 22. 1877. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's office. 
Preset! t : G enrge F. I > i -e w . Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Ranev, Attorney General. 
Ffi^rh A. Cor ley, Cnmmr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Cnrley offered the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the resolution adopted February 1, 1877, 
to discontinue the agenry for the sale of lands at .Tack- 
son vi lie be and the same is herebv rescinded, and that 
Mich agency be continued; Prnvided, That the expenses 
thereof shall not exceed five per cent of the amount of 
sales at said <»ffice. 

Fpnn the adoption of said resolution the vot" 1 was: 
YfMW fltrr Drew. Messrs. 0. Drew. Gwynn. Raney and 
Corley.—- T.. 
Ka y» - X oBe. 

Ro llie resolution was adopted. 

The soi tetary laid before the Board a letter from Z. 
King. «*r Fort Ogden. Mfinatee County, addressed to the 
Hon. F. A. Hendry, requesting authority to act as Agent 
for the sale cf Ihe State hinds in the counties of Polk, 
Manatee m d Monroe. 

The cpjesiioii of establish ins an agency for ihe sale of 
lands in South Florida having Heen discussed, the follow- 
ing resolution was prepared and submitted to the Board: 
Re*oItV4t, That an agency is hereby established at 
Tampa tor the sale of lands belonging to the Internal Im- 
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provcment Fund lying in the counties of Hernando, 
Hillsborough, Polk, Manatee and Monroe; Provided, the 
expenses thereof shall not exceed five per cent of the 
amount received from the sale of lands at such agency. 
No sales made at snch agency shall be binding upon the 
Trustees unless the purchase money is paid over to the 
Salesman of this Board. The* agent shall be appointed by 
the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, subject to 
the approval of this Board. 

Upon the adoption of the resolution the vote was : 

Tfini flftT Drew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn, Raney and 
Corley. — 5. 

Na»s — None. 

80 the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. George P. Raney presented an account against the 
Board for amount paid to Clerk of the C. S. Supreme 
Court for printed record of the case of the State of Flor- 
ida et al vs. K. C. Anderson et al ff '20.0fH and the copy of 
petition of H. Pishee, Jr. for fees in said case (fS.OO) 
amount;?-:* to ?28.00. 

Which account was allowed and ordered to he paid. 

Hon. Iiavid L. Yulee, Vice President and Acting Presi- 
dent of the Atlnntie, Gulf and West India Transit Com- 
pany, called to the attention of the Board the letter ad- 
dressed by him to the Trustees June 30, 1S76, enclosing 
lists of the Internal Improvement and Swamp lands lying 
within <dx miles of the located line of that Company's 
road from Waldo to Ocala, emhraced in the odd numbered 
sections, which said lands are claimed as belongius to 
that Compan> by virtue of the 15th Section of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Act of 18S5. 

On motion, the letter was referred to a committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Raney and Corley to investigate the 
legal questions involved and report thereon. 

The petition of Simpson & Co. presented on the 2d in- 
stant was taken up for consideration. 

Hon. Oeorpe O. McWhorter. Attorney for Simpson & 
Co., appeared before the Board and presented verbal modi- 
fications of the propositions contained in their petition, 
and among other things stated that Simpson & Co. would 
be as well satisfied to obtain the richt of war for their 
ditch or canal as to purchase the lands, and would be 
willing to pay for such right of way as much as they 
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would for the lands themselves. Whereupon, on motion 
of Mr. Oorlcy. it was 

Ordetrd, That the petition of Simpson & Co. be refer- 
red to Mr. Raney for the purpose of preparing a resolu- 
tion granting the right of way to the petitioners through 
the swamp lands named therein upon the payment of two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

The application of George G. McWhorter for the change 
of enrry of No. 7757 from the SE-J of SWJ of Section 27, 
Township 5. North. Range 29. West, was considered and 
the Salesman was authorised to allow such entry changed 
to another tract. 

The fnl lowing petition was received from the President 
of the St. Johns, Lake Eustis and Gnlf Railroad Com- 
pany : 

To His Excellency. G. F. Brew, Governor of the State of 
Floridi and rhairman of the Board of Internal Im- 
provement : 

Yonr petitioners, the President and directors of the St, 
Johns. Lake Ensfis and Gnlf Railroad, would respectfully 
represent on In yonr Excellency and the Roard of Inter- 
nal Improvements, that yonr petitioners, in the year )S76, 
organized under the general incorporation law r.f this 
State a company for the pnrnose of constructing a rail- 
road from Lake George, on the St. Johns River, to Lake 
Enstls in the county of Ornng* 1 . a distance of twenty four 
miles, and lh«nce to some noint on the Gnlf coast. The 
primary object of yonr petitioners is the construction of 
that part of the road Iving between Lak a George and 
Lake Enstis, as. when Ibis is done, the Lake system of 
Orange and Snmter counties, embracing Lake* Harris, 
Enstio. Griffin and Bora, with a frontaee of 286 miles, 
wonld have an outlet for their trade and transportation 
facilities PM.h as wonld induce immigrants to settle up 
the thousands of acres of vacant lands within easy reach 
of their shoves and which are valueless so Ion a as this 
beantiful section remains land-locked. Your petitioners 
would farther represent that the St. Johns river. Lake 
Eustis and Gnlf Railroad Tompany have been pushing 
the construction of this part of its line within the past 
ten months as vigorously as the exigency of the 'time has 
permitted It has been able to complete the grading of 
the twenty four miles at a cost of about floflO. 
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Tour petitioners would further represent unto your 
Honorable Hoard that the financial difficulties pressing 
bo heavil,.' upon the whole country, and especially upon 
those localities from which this road should reasonably 
expect that rouotenance and aid necessary to the prose- 
cution of this enterprise, seem now to imperil the pros- 
pect of it* speedy completion. In thiR emergency your 
petitioners apical to this Honorable Board to extend the 
helping hand to this Company, as we believe yon are pm- 
powered by law to do, and enable it to complete what it 
has begun. We are advised ,toat under the Act of Inter- 
nal Improvement, your Honorable Board are directed to 
fix the price of the Internal Improvement Lands, and to 
Bell the same for the purpose indicated in Baid act. We 
therefore ask that you will sell to the company that we 
represent 100.000 acres of the Internal Improvement 
land of Ibis State at (he price of five cents per acre, to be 
located by the Company within such limits as ihis Board 
may determine, and used by it solely and exclusively for 
the purpose of completing the aforesaid road. 

THOMAS C. LANIER, 
President of St. Johns, Lake Enstis & O. R. R. 

Which petition was read and on motion laid on the 
table. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 24, 1877, 

The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present : George F. I>rew, Governor. 

Columbus Brew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwvnn, Treasurer. 
Gfnree P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
Mr. Ratify to whom had been referred the bill of .1. M. 
& H. J. Baker, for Q5M for professional servirps rendered 
aa attorneys, which bill had been allowed and ordered to 
be paid !»v tb" former Trtist*»es. ifDortert that lie had ior- 
tesponded with Messrs. J. M. & H. J. Baker respecting 
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the" same, nnd read to the Board a letter received from 
them in reference to the ser vires for which said bill was 
presented, which letter is as follows: 
Hon. Geo. I*. Raney, Attorney General. 

Dear Sir: In relation to your inquiry as to services 
rendered by us as attorneys in the case of Yose ra. the 
Trustees of 1he Internal Improvement Fund, we resp'ty. 
state that our Itill covers attention, care and management 
*f the case at and dnrinp two terms of the United States 
Court. December Term 1B75, and December Term 1 870; in 
attention to settlement of accounts of the Agents and Re- 
ceiver; making and resisting motions arising in the case. 
The most important were in the claims presented for al- 
lowance to Complainant for Solicitors' fees and expenses : 
One for fS.O'Hl for Solicitors' fees: and another account 
presented covering claims for Solicitors' fees and ex- 
penses. Since tbe ootnmencement of the suit, amounting 
to #3I.fiftfl. This claim was argued at length by Gen. 
Jackson and ihe writer, continuing all day and into the 

and was referred to a Master to inquire if 

anything should be allowed, and if so, what. Master to 
report 1o next term of the Court. The intimations tha 
Court gars, were decidedly favorable and it was re- 
marked i hat the Court preferred however to refer decision 
to the regular Judge of the Circuit or District Court. 
Thus far we have sneeeded in defeating? the above very 
large demands of the complainant. The case is one pre- 
senting great variety of aspects or points — has been ably 
and vigilantly prosecuted — and to take proper care of its 
management imposes much responsibility, its well for 
these reasons as for the large amount involved. 

We trust this statement mav be satisfactory. 
Verv respectful! v, etc.. 

J. M. & H. J. BAKER. Attvs.. Etc. 

Feby. 2:!. 1S77. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay the bill 
of Messrs. J. M. & H. J. Baker. Attorneys, for professional 
•erviees rendered as stated in their communication. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : CEO. F. DREW, President. 

HCGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 2", 1877, 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Brew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Coiunir. of Laada & Immi- 
gration. 
Mr, Joseph II. Durkee in person and with his attorney 
John A. Henderson, Esq., appeared hefore the Board and 
urged the payment of his account for $2.77 1.95 for ser- 
vices rendered as referee and master in chancery in the 
suit of t!ie State of Florida and the Trustees T. T. Fund -vs. 
the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Com- 
pany and others; which said account had been allowed by 
the former Trustees on the 1st January, 1877, mul or- 
dered paid nut of the funds turned over by the Supreme 
Court arising in the suit of the State of Florida et al. vs. 
E. C. Anderson et al. 

The claim was discussed, but no conclusion was reached 
in reference 1o the same, and the matter was postponed. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, March 7, 1877. 
The Hoard met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Brew, Governor. 

Columbus Brew, Comptroller. 
Wnlter CSwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
The minutes of the three last meetings were read and 
approved. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following let- 
ter from Ben it is Eagau. late General Manager of rhe 
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad: 

Tallahassee, Florida, March R. 1877. 
Sir: T have the honor to inform yon that I am now- 
ready to settle up my accounts as Agent of the State of 
Florida and General Manager of the Jacksonville, Fensa- 
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cola and Mobile R. R. and to turn over the balance of 
cash and credits on hand. I therefore respectfully re- 
quest that yourself and the Board of Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund will designate some officer or 
agent to whom I may submit my statement and vouchers, 
and from whom I may receive receipts in full settlement 
thereof. 

Verv respectfully, 

D. EAGAN. 
To Hip Kxcellency, Geo. F. Drew, Governor of Florida. 

In compliance with said letter, and with the ndvice and 
consent of the Board. His Excellency. Gov. Drew ap- 
pointed Gen. T. C. Spooner and Hngh A. Cor ley. Esq., to 
receive from Mr. Eagan the cash and credits now in his 
hands with his statement and vouchers. 

The Salesman fifed his abstract for the mouth of Feb- 
ruary, showing quantity of land sold 1094 53100' acres, 
am mint of purchase money therefor fl, 547.37. 

The Treasurer filed his statement for the month of Feb- 
ruary showing the receipt and disbursement of $1,547.37. 

The proposition of the St. Johns. Lake Eustis and Gulf 
Railroad Company, which had been read and laid en Ihe 
table or. the 22d ult., was taken op for consideration. 

Mr. Cor ley offered the following resolution : 

Resolved. That this Board will sell to tbe Rt. Johns. 
Lake Enslis and Gulf Railroad Company ninety thousand 
acres of the swamp lands, embraced in the odd numbered 
sections, lying on each side of and nearest to their tine at 
road, at Ihe price of five cents p*>r acre, said lands to lie 
located within fifteen miles of said road and west of the 
St. John-* river — conveyance of said lands not to be made 
until the said road is completed from the waters of the 
St. Johns river to Lake Eustis; Provided, however, that 
unless said road is completed as aforesaid within twelve 
months, this resolution may be rescinded by thU Board. 

Fpon Ihe adoption of the resolution, the vote was: 

Teas— Gov. Drew. Messrs. Gwynn and Corley. 

Nay* — None. 

Mr. Columbus Drew was excused from voting. 

Ro the resolution was adopted. 

The secretary laid before the Board the following notice 
which had been filed on the 2Gth nit. 
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To the Trustees, of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 

State of Florida : 

The Western Railroad Company, a corporation of the 
State of Florida, organized, among other purposes, to con- 
struct that part of the line between the St. Johns river, 
at Jacksonville, and the waters of Pensacola Bay, which 
lies between Chattahoochee or the Apalachieola river and 
the waters of the Pensacola Bay, hereby give notice to you 
of its full at-teptance of the provisions of the Act to pro> 
vide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal In> 
provementa in this State approved January 6th. 1853. 

WILLIAM D. BARNES, 

President. 
February 26th, 1877. 

Mr. Columbus Brew resigned his position as Secretary 
of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, and Mr. Hugh A. Oorley was elected Secretary. 

The following bill was presented, allowed and ordered 
paid: 

W. G. Stewart, P. M. at Tallahassee for postage stamps 
to the office of the Ralesman, nine dollars— $9.00. 

The account of O. H. Johnson, formerly County Sur- 
veyor of Manatee County, for surveying land supposed 
to have been trespassed upon, under instructions from 
the Sheriff of said County, 18 dayB at $5.00 per day, 
amounting to $90, was presented. This account had been 
presented to the Legislature of 1875 as a claim against 
the State of Florida, and a bill passed both Houses for 
the payment of the same, but was vetoed by the Governor 
for the reason that the same should have been paid from 
the Fund for the protection of which the services were 
rendered. 

On motion, it was Ordered, that the account be allowed 
and the Treasurer instructed to pay the same. 

A letter was laid before the Board addresscl to Gov- 
ernor Drew by D. W. Hendrickson, of Red Bank, N. J.. 
claiming to have been interested in a contract with the 
former Trustees for the construction of the West Florida 
and Mobfle Railroad, and inquiring as to the probability 
of having the provisions of said contract renewed or ex- 
tended . 

Ordered, that the Secretary leply to the communica- 
tion. 
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The following proposition was received from James B, 
Stone: 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 

Florida : 

The undersigned respectfully represents to your Board 
that there is a large quantity of land belonging to your 
Fund in Township 3, South, of Range 9, West, which is 
swampy and overflowed, and entirely uflflt for cultivation 
without artificial drainage. This land lies near the 
Chipola river, and to reclaim the game will require ex- 
tensive ditch inf.. and the drains would have to be dug both 
deep and wide. The work which would reclaim a small 
portion of this land would necessarily benefit a large 
quantity of the adjacent lands. I respectfully request of 
your Board to be authorized to make the nec*»sary 
ditches and drains to reclaim one thousand acres or more 
of said lands, to-wit: The E£ of SEJ of Section 5, all of 
Sec. 8, and tl;e NE] of NE* W| of NE$ and HW| of Sec- 
tion 17. in said township. Other lands will necessarily 
be reclaimed by the work done, but the tracts named 
above are specified in order that the contract may be 
definite, and also the proof when the work is done. I ant 
willing to do the work necessary to render said lands fit 
for cultivation, and to furnish proof of the due execu- 
tion of the work within a reasonable time, and also proof 
of the present condition of the lands showing their unfit- 
ness for cultivation without drainage, provided the Trus- 
tees will convey to me ICO acres of the lands after they 
arc reclaimed, to be selected by me in one body, and will 
in the mean time reserve the lands from sale. 

J AS. B. STONE, 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolutions: 

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida, That James B. Stone, of Calhoun 
County, Florida* is hereby authorized to enter upon, 
ditch and drain the following swamp and overflowed 
lands, to-wit : The East half of the South East quarter 
of Section Five, all of Section Eight, and the North East 
quarter of the North East quarter, the west half of the 
North East quarter, and the North West quarter of Sec- 
tion Seventeen, in Township three. South of Range Nine, 
West, so as to m-lnim said lands and render them fit 
for cultivation: and whenever the said James B. Stone 
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shall furnish proof to the satisfaction of this Board that 
the necessary ditches and drains have been dug so as to 
render said lands fit for cultivation, together with proof 
that saidl lands are unfit for cultivation without artificial 
drainage, then this Board will convey to the said James 
B. Stone one hundred and sixty acres of said lauds, to be 
selected by him in a compart body by legal subdivisions, 
in consideration of the work done by him in reclaiming 
Baid lands; Provided, that the work shall be doue and 
proof made within twelve months from this date. 

Be it further resolved, that the lands above mentioned 
shall be reserved from sale until the further order of this 
Board. 

Upon the adoption of the resolutions the vote was: 

Yeas— Governor lirew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn & Cor- 
ley — t. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolutions wtre adopted. 

A letter was received" from Robert J. Kendriek stating 
that on the 30th day of November last he applied to 
Williams and Cor ley. Agents at Jacksonville for the Bale 
of lands, to purchase for Isabella C. Kendriek the SE£ 
of NWJ and NE£ of SWJ of Sec. 12, Township li, South, 
Range 21 East, and also to purchase fop Jacob Jackson 
the SEi of SWi of the same section — that he paid to 
said Williams & Corley the purchase money for eaid 
lands at the price of $1.25 per acre, and received their 
receipt therefor— that he was subsequently notified that 
said lands had been reserved! for the benefit of W T liliam 
Levar, and that said Lever subsequently, to-wit, on the 
14th day of December was permitted to enter said land, 
and the same was conveyed to him by deed. Upon the** 
facts, the said Kendriek claimed that the said Isabella O, 
Kendriek and' Jacob Jackson are entitled to the land, and 
asked relief from the Board. 

The Salesman corroborated the statements made in 
said letter* 

On morion, it was ordered, that Isabella C Kendriek 
and Jacob Jackson be permitted to use the name of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, should the 
same be necessary, to procure from the Court an order or 
decree compelling a surrender of the dead made to Wil- 
liam Lever, and a reconveyance of the land to Trustee*, 
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0£ for such other relief as said parties may he entitled to, 
such proceedings to be at the cost of the said Kendrick 
•uk I Jackson. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEORGE F. DREW, President 
Attest ■ 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 13, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Whereas, At the last meeting of this Board a resolu- 
tion was adopted to sell to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis 
and Gnlf Railroad Company ninety thousand acres of 
land at five cents per aire: and whereas, after mature 
consideration we are convinced that a sale of lands at a 
nominal price is not author i zed under the Internal Im- 
provement Act, and that in making such sale we trans- 
cend our powers as Trustees : Therefore 

Be it resolved by the Trustees of the Interna] Improve- 
ment Fund, That the resolution adopted on the sixth in- 
stant for the sale of lands to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis 
and Gulf Railroad Company at five cents per acre be and 
the same is hereby rescinded. 
The Board then adjonrned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 1G, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George F. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The minutes of tlie last two meetings were read and 
approved. 

On motion it was 

Ordered, That E. J. Berry be employed as Agent (or the 
protection of the State lands at a salary of one hundred 
dollars a month, including whatever amount may be con- 
tributed by the Board of Education for the protection of 
the School and Seminary lands. 

Messrs. George 8. Norris and Andrew Banks, of Bal- 
timore, appeared before the Board, and Mr. Norris made 
a verbal statement of his actings and doings in England 
in attempting the negotiation of lands belonging to the 
Internal Improvement Fund under the previous contract 
with the Trustees. 

Messrs. Banks and Morris suggested to the Board the 
propriety of < on tinning the effort to make such sales, 
and" requested that the Board indicate the terms and 
conditions which would be acceptable to the" Trustees 
for that purpose. 

Without taking any action in the premises the Board 
adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 

Attest : • 

HUGH A. COBLET, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 17, 1877. 

The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The following letter from George S. Norris, Esq., was 
read: 

Tallahassee, April 16, 1877. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 

Florida : 

Gentlemen: The schedule which has engaged me for 
the past 12 moa. has been to sell 3,000,000 acres of selected 

12 1. 1. j 
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Florida hi mis to uet the Staff 25c per acre. The only 
price 11 ;i n nil fin- tin***- l;unl> during my late stay in Eng- 
land was 2s. uteri iug per acre, »>r about 47c the difference 
between the 47c and 25c. say 22c, after paying various 
fees line hiding the Solicitors who have the control of 
jut tut* use sums fur investment, and who are to be pur- 
chased as any other commodity t is to he apportioned, 
oue quarter for my service*, one quarter to curtain par- 
ties in New York and Florida, and one half to tlie parties 
in Baltiuiore who have risked their funds expended in 
my late trip, viz: $1(J.immi. and who will be required to 
pay a second sum should another attempt to sell be 
made. 

It will lie essential to issue State Land Warranty 
chiefly of 40. SO and lBo acres, so attractive that they will 
be negotiable, to be exchanged for a State deed when lo- 
cated, when i lie taxes commence. The price of said war- 
rants to he stated on the face to be $1.00 per acre — for 
any quantity of land sold under 100.000 acres, the price 
to be at pa:, vi z: $1.00; f or 500.000 acres a discount of 
25 per cent or 75c; for i .000.000 a disct. of 33 1-3 pr. ct.; 
for 2.000.000 acres 40 pr. ct.; and for the entire 3.000,000 
acres DO pr. ct. — the State to receive the entire benefit 
Tor any sales effected in quantity less than the 3,000,000 
acres. The parlies taking the risk of the sale and the ex- 
penses in no event to receive more than the difference be- 
tween the 25c lo the State and the 2s sterling per acre. 
A schedule still more feasible having interest coupons 
attached to the laud warrants, I will be glad to name to 
jour Board in person. 

I am. Yours Mo. Respectfully, G. S. >"ORRIS. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. rORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, April 19, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

f'olnmbus r»rew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwyun, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General, 
Hugh A. Corley, Tommr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
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The niii:iitos of the two last meetings were read and 
approved. 

The committee to whom was referred (he account of 
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for selecting swamp 
lands, made the following report : 
To (he Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fnnd of Florida : 

Your committee to whom was referred the claim of 
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for selections of 
swamp and nvcrflowed lands, under contract of May 18, 
1873, with the Board of Trustees, the claim being for 
$17,938.3(1 for selecting 89&&1S acres of land (which have 
been approver! at Washington) for which they are to be 
paid Ivo cents per acre for all lands selected and patent- 
ed to the State, the same being by said contract payable 
in lanris nt the market price therebf out of those lands 
patented .ifter such contract, beg to report : That they 
have examined the same and find that although these 
lands have not been patented, yet that the Board has 
placed these lands on the market and are selling the same. 
It is om* opinion that, as the Board has placed the lands 
so selected on the market, Messrs. William, Swann and 
Corley should be allowed their claim, and we so recom- 
mend. We annex hereto as a part of this report a cora- 
mtmli-at inn received this day from Williams, sVann and 
Corley, showing the other services as well a8 those above 
mentioned rendered undi?r said contract. 

WALTER GWTNN, 
GEO. P. RANEY. 

Committee. 

April 10. 1877. 
Messrs. R?ney and Gwynn, 

Gentlemen : As yon have been appointed a committee 
to examine the account of Williams. Swann and Corley 
for selecting swamp lands, we will make the following 
statement: 

The contract was entered into May 18, 1873, and is 
spread upon the minutes of the Board. Under the terms 
of ths contract Williams, Swann and Corley were author- 
ized to select all the Internal Improvement and Swamp 
lands to which the State was entitled under the Acts ol 
Congress of 1841 and 1850. They were also required to 
assist the Trustees in endeavoring to procure an adjust 
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ment of all the claims of the State for lands which bad 
been previously delected but not approved or patented. 
They were also to furnish testimony to secure to the 
State the indemnity due, either in money or lands, under 
the Acrs uf Congress of 1855 and 1857 for 8wamp lands 
sold by lb" V. 8. after September 1850. For these ser- 
vices the Agents were to receive two cents per acre for all 
lands selected bj them and patented to the State, payable 
in lauds thereafter to be patented. 

We have made selections, amounting to 1.552.098.U3 
acres, but only our two first lists have been acted on by 
the Oenera' Land Office. These two lists embrace 899,- 
777.77 acres, of which 896,915 acres have been approved 
to rbe Slate and brought into market by the Trustees. We 
have also by making personal applications at the General 
Land Office orocored the approval of 32,455.2 1 acres of 
Interna! Improvement Lands which bad been previously 
selected. 

In aiding the Trustees to procure the adjustment of old 
selections, Mr. Swann and Mr, Corley each made several 
trips to Washington, and used their exertions with the 
Department and with the land Committees of Congress, 
There wns.Jiowever. considerable opposition from outside 
parties* and very little aid from our members of Congress 
at that time. It was with difficulty that we could get 
the Land Department even to open the old files for con- 
sideration, but at last they consented to do so. and we 
think that hereafter the State will find less difficulty. 
One of the Agents (Mr. Corley) at the request of the 
Swamp Land Division came to Tallahassee and made out 
a complete list of all selections that had not been ap- 
proved, with the promise that when such list was pre- 
pared the department won Id take them up and appoint 
agents to adjust the indemnity under the Acts of 1835 
and 18." 7. After three weeks labor in the State Land Of- 
fice, the li«t was made out and carried by Mr. Corley to 
Washington, but it has been impossible to get any 
further action in that matter. 

The only actual approvals made since our contract are 
those of the S9(j.915 acres of swamp land and the 32,455.24 
I. I. land hereinbefore mentioned. It is for these swamp 
lands that we claim compensation. 
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You will observe that under our agreement we were lo- 
be paid only for lands selected by us and patented to the 
State. The patents have not jet been received, but only 
the approved lists, upon which it will be necessary for 
the Governor to request patents. It has not been usual 
for the Trustees to offer lands for sale until the patent 
has been received and if that course had been observed in 
tbiB instance we would not now be presenting our ac- 
count, lint the Trustees immediately brought these lands 
into market, and they are now subject to entry. We 
therefore 1 hi ilk it fair and an act of simple justice that we 
be permitted lo select our lands, as it would operate to our 
injury to permit all the best lands to be bought before we 
could select ours. 

We 1 here fore claim our compensation for selecting 
896.915 acres at 2 cents per acre, amounting to f 17.938.30 
to be paid in the lands approved to the State since our 
contract, at the regnlar prices. 
Respectful Iv, 
WILLIAMS SWANN & CORLEY. 

Mr. Rancy offered the following resolution which was 
adopted. 

Resohed. That the claim of Messrs, Williams, Swann 
& Corlev for ¥17.938.30 for selecting 896.915 acres of 
swamp and overflowed lands, and other services, nnder 
contract ef May 18th. 1873. with the Board of Trustees, 
the said sum to be paid in. lands patented to the State 
after such contract was made, at current prices, tie til- 
lowed; and that such quantity of lands patented after 
such contract was made as the.v may select, be conveyed 
to them ar the now current prices to the value of their 
said claim 

Col. Theodore C. Cone, of Washington, appeared before 
the lioaid and made a statement resecting the unad- 
justed claims of the State against the United States un- 
der the several land grants by Congress, and risked to be 
employed by the Trustees to represent the State at Wash, 
ington and procure an adjustment of the same. For pro- 
curing a settlement of all such claims, not embracing «e- 
lectioi'S made since the war, he desires to receive a com- 
mission of 2."" ( per cent of all the lands or scrip thereby 
inuring lo the State. 

The consideration of the proposition was postponed. 
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The Salesman presented his abstract of sales during 
the tuon tb of Ma nil, showing quantity of land Bold 
3, 427.::? in res — amount received therefor $3,t&8 ( 88. 

The T reasurer presented his statement for the month of 
March, showing the receipt and disbursement of $3,198.88. 

Col. Ruler x>re?ented to the Board a contract proposed 
to be rule mi ;nto between the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund and the Jacksonville, St. Augustine 
and Indian River Railroad and Navigation Company, 
which is Mihstantially as follows: The said company to 
construct a railroad from the St. Johns River in Duval 
County, to St. Augustine, and thence to Halifax; on In- 
dian River, and to deepen the channels of Halifax river, 
Mosquito Lagoon and Indian river; also a branch road 
from Jacksonville to Fernandina; said road to be con- 
structed on a [gauge of three feet. The Trustees to sell 
to said <onipam at a price to be fixed upon, two hundred 
sections of In ml for every ten miles of completed road, 
and i like quantity for every expenditure in the improve- 
ment of the fivers equal to the cost of constructing ten 
miles of road, provided the whole quantity so convoyed 
should nor exceed the lands owned by the Fund east of 
the Bt Johns river in the counties of Duval. St. Johns, 
"Putnam and Volusia, and that said lands be withdrawn 
from market, except to actual sett lei's. Ten mile* of said 
road to be completed within six months, and len miles 
more every three months. 

The consideration of said proposition was postponed 
until another meeting. 

The 1 tea rd then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUG II A. COR LEY. Acting Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, April 20, JS7T. 
The Hoard met in the Executive office. 
Pr?ant : George F. i>rew. Governor.* 

Columbus T>rew, Comptroller. 
Walter Owvnn. Treasurer. 
Georsre P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hnch A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands £ 
Immigration. 



1S3 "! 

Mr. J. M. Bryan, of Orange County, appeared l)efor« 
the Board and requested a sale of lands to the St Johns, 
Lake Ensiis.and Gulf Railroad Company, to aid them in 
the construction of their road. 

The Attorney General placed before the Board an order 
from ihe Cinnit Court of St. Johns County, in joining 
the Trustees from selling lands granted to the St. Johns 
Railway Company by an act of the Legislature. Mr. Ra- 
ney v/as requested to procure the record of the proceed- 
ings in sail case. 

Alexander Merritt having entered the SEJ of XW£ of 
Section 24, Township 4, South. Range lfl. West, contain- 
ing 40.03 acres, on the 16th May. 1874. which said tract 
had a'ready been sold to Richard L. Smith on the 25th of 
April, 1P74. and having surrendered his deed for said 
tract and released the same by deed to the Trustees, it 
was ordered. That the said entry of Alexander Merritt l>e 
canceled and the purchase money refunded. 

Jacob W. Thomas having, on the 15th of September 
1862. purchased the 8W| of NE± of Section 22. and Ihe 
Nwj of XE^j of Section 2". T. 10. 8. R. 26. E„ containing 
80.84 aires, the purchase money therefor amounting to 
$60.63 and the Y. S. Government having refused to pat- 
ent "aid land to the State, and the said Jacob W. Thomas 
having surrendered bis deed for said land and reconvened 
the mi tee to the Trustees : it was ordered that the said en- 
try of -la'-ob W. Thomas be canceled, and the purchase 
money thr re for refunded. 

Mr. David D. Roach, of Sumter county, forwarded to 
the Board Ihe receipt and deed ironed to Thomas M. Wil- 
liams for the SE+, of 1$tE} Section 20. Township 10. South. 
SUsee 24. East, entered by said Williams on the 0th of 
October, 18*18, and asked that the deed to Williams be 
canceled and a new deed made to him, (Roach.) The 
circumstances' are as follows: The entry was made Oct. 
0. 1868, and a receipt was sent to the said Williams. 
William* assigned the receipt to David D. Roach and left 
the country. The deed was made to Williams on the 2oth 
November. JPRS. but was never received by him. bnt was 
received by Roach— so there was no delivery of the deed 
to Williams — Williams never Iiaving returned to this 
coun*rv, Ron.-li can not pet a deed from him. Tr was or- 
dered, That the deed to Thomas M. Williams be canceled 
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and filed, and that a deed be executed conveying said land 
to the said David ]>. Boach. 

The abstracts of sales by M. A. Williams, Agent at 
Jacksonville, for the months of February and March were 
received and placed on file. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered to be paid. 

M. A. Williams, commissions on sales during the 
months of February and March: 1877. $106.90. 

Charles R l»yke, printing for Salesman's office, $38.00. 

W. O. Stewart. P. M. at Tallbaasee, for postage. $17,24. 

". A Brian, Jr.. for binding for Salesman's office, 
$5.00. 

H. A. Corley. Salesman, for telegraphing. $("..00. 

A petition was received from I. M. Mahberte. of Orange 
Tountv, for the privilege of draining certain lands in 
Township 1ft, South. Range 27, East and to purchase the 
same at ten cents per acre. 

Which was read and the consideration thereof post- 
poned. 

Mr. Samuel A. Swann appeared before the Board and 
gave his views generally respecting the sale of lands to 
foreign parties in large quantities and promised to com- 
municate his ideas more fully in writing. 

The proposition of Col. Cone to act as Agent for the 
State at Washington was taken up for consideration, 
and the following rpsolntion was unanimously adopted: 

Col. Theodore C. Cone having made a proposition to this 
Board to be employed as Agent for adjusting the claims 
against the f'nHed States under the Act of September 2S. 
1850, and other acts granting the swamp and overflowed 
lands 1o the Slate; and this Board not being fnllv ad- 
vised wiih regard to the condition of such claims, and de- 
siring In obtain further information respecting the same 
before making any contract or agreement with anv resi- 
dent nxrat at Washington for the prosecution thereof: 
Therefore. 

Resdlved. Tbat this Board will not accept the proposi- 
tion of Col Ome until some action is taken under our 
order to obtain the information necessary to enable the 
Trustee; to decide upon the necessity or importance of era- 
ploying a spe.-ifi! aigent. 
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The proposition made by Col. Ruter was taken up for 
considers i ion, and the following resolution was uunni- 
mon^ly adopted : 

Wherejip. The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Indian 
River Railroad and Navigation Company have made a 
proposition to this Board for the purchase of lands be- 
longing to the Fund upon such terms* an will aid said 
Company in Ihe continuation of their line of road; 

And, whereas, It is the opinion of the Board that, un- 
der the trust created by the Act of January 0, i{Ui5. as 
construed by the Conrts. the Trustees have not fhe power 
to seH lands *o any railroad company or other corpora- 
tion on any other terms than snch as they won Id make 
with individuals without regard to any public benefit to 
accrue from such sale, unless it should be shown that by 
reason thereof the value or efficiency of the fund would 
*be enhanced: therefore, • 

Rewolved, That the Board decline to accept the proposi- 
tion, or to make the sale of lands as requested. 

On motion, ihe Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. 
Andrew Banks and Mr., George £. Norris thai the Trus- 
tees decline to renew the contract with Mr. Xorris for the 
negotiation of land sales in Europe. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest ' GEO. F. DREW, Frcsident. 

EIT'cm A. CORLEY, Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida, April 21, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Fresco i . ( Jeorge F. Drew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
Oeorge P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Tlnch A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last two meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 

The account of W. J. Bamett for his salary as Timber 
Agent for two months and three days, ending April H. 
1877, was presented and approved and " ordered paid. 
amo'-uCng to §21 1.55-1 00. 
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Tlid Treasurer having reported the receipt of moneys 
on account of ttuinpage from lands without information 
as to what fund the lands belonged to from which, the 
timber was cut, Mr. Corley offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That moneys received by the Treasurer find 
now in hip hands on account of stumpage, where it '-an 
not be ascertained to which Fund the lands belong from 
which the timber was cut. be apportioned between the 
Internal Improvement Fund and the School and Seini- 
nary Funds, .is follows • Four-fifths to the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, and one-fifth to the School and Semi- 
nal y funds; Provided. The Board of Education agree to 
such apportionment and will pay one-fifth of the salary 
of our Timber Agent up to the 5th instant. 

Ordered, That said resolution be certified to the Board 
of Education. 

A letter was received fronf P. W. Hendrickson, of Bed 
Bank. >'. .L, dated March 21. in reference to the construc- 
tion of the railroad west from the Apalachieola river. 

Which was read and placed on file. 

A proposition was received from John M. Bryuu and 
others, to drain a large quantity of overflowed land lying 
north of La! e Apopka by cutting a canal from the Oclaw- 
aha river io said Lake twenty feet wide and from two to 
four, feet deep, for the lands themselves. 

Which was read and the consideration thereof post- 
pone!. 

A proposition was received- from H. F. Hammon to pur- 
chase from 3,(t00 to 5,000 acres of land in Townships 41 
and 42. South of Range 4.3, East, said land being over- 
flowed, at fo»!y cents per acre for 5.000 acres, trad fifty 
cents per acre for less than 5,000 and more than 3,000 
acres. 

Which was read and the consideration thereof post- 
poned. 

A letter was received from William C. Brown to whom 
had been tendered the appointment of Agent for the sale 
of land-) at Tampa in which he asked a modification of <he 
terms in reference to such agency so as to restrict the 
sales of lands within that District to the Agency alone, 
and requested some assurance of the permanency of the 
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office before incurring the necessary preliminary ex- 
penses of procuring plats, etc. 

On motion, it was ordered, That the Secretary inform 
Mr. Rttrtni Hint the Trustees decline to modify the terms 
as proposed. 

A communication was received from Samuel A. Swann, 
Esq.. setting forth Ae plan which he would recommend 
the Trustees to adopt witli regard to the sale of laud war- 
rants amounting to 2,000,000 acres of land. Mr. Swann 
also appeared in person before the Board and more fully 
explained his views. He was requested to meet the Board 
on Thursday next for further consultation. 

Mr. Alonzo Powle submitted a verbal proposition to the 
T:i>;'.nl to publish n monthly immigration paper in Tal- 
lahaMjee, under the supervision of the Trustees, provided 
the Board would subscribe for from 1,000 to 2,000 copies 
at one dollar per copy. 

After discussion, Mr. Raney offered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted : 

Resolved. That the Trustees will take of Mr. Alonzo 
Fmvle one thousand copies of an immigration paper to he 
published by him at Tallahassee said paper to be a 
monthly issue, the price to be paid to be seventy the cents 
per copy; and to be mailed from the office of said paper 
to such addresses as the Commissioner of Lands and Im- 
migration may suggest, the postage to be paid by Mr. 
Fowle. Such subscription may be discontinued by the 
Board at its discretion. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 26, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F, Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller, 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George F. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
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The Governor laid before the Board a letter from E. J. 
Lewhh, of Charleston. 8. C, claiming to hold first mort- 
gage guaranteed bonds and coupons of the Tallahassee 
Railroad Company and preferred stock in the Pensacola 
and Georgia Railroad issued in exchange for first mort- 
gage cou]mjiis upon said road, and inquiring "how, when 
and who will make settlement therefor." 

Which was read and the Secretary instructed to reply 
thereto. 

A communication was received from Alonzo Fowle re- 
citing the resolution adopted by the Board on the 21st 
instant respecting the subscription to an immigration 
paper to be published by him and asking that said resolu- 
tion be modified so as to read: 

'■Resolved. That the Board of Trustees will take of Mr. 
Alonzo Fowle twelve hundred copies of an immigration 
paper to be published and edited by him at Tallahassee, 
Florida, said paper to be a monthly issue, the price to be 
paid to be seventy five cents per copy, and to be mailed 
from .the office of publication to such addresses as tbe 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration may suggest, 
the expenses of postage and wrappiug paper to be paid 
by the Board. Such subscription may be discontinued by 
the Board at their discretion upon giving Mr. Fowle 
three months notice of such intention. - ' 

Mr. H. C. Rippey appeared before the Board and asked 
to be allowed a day or two to prepare and submit to the 
Board a proposition for publishing an immigration paper. 

The consideration of the matter was thereupon post- 
poned. 

It was announced to the Board that the Board of Edu- 
cation had concurred in the resolution adopted on the 
21st instant apportioning moneys received from stumpage 
between the Internal Improvement Fund and the School 
and Seminary Funds. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 
Attest :. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 27, 1877. 
The Board met io the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

<%) I umbos Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Baney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
* Immigration. 

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 
The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida, That for the purpose of 
facilitating sale* of lands belonging to the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, this Board will issue Land Warrants 
authorizing the holders thereof to locate the quantity of 
land specified therein upon any of the unsold and un- 
appropriated lands granted to the State of Florida by the 
Act of Congress approved September 28, 1850; saidl war- 
rants to be for forty acres, one hundred and sixty avres, 
and six hundred and forty acres, to embrace altogether the 
quantity of two millions acres, of which one million acres 
shall be in warrants of forty acres, and the other million 
acres in warrants of one hundred and sixty, and six hun- 
dred and forty acres. Said warrants shall be signed by 
the President of this Board (Whose signature may be 
engraved or lithographed) and countersigned by the Com- 
missioner of Lands and! Immigration, and attested with 
the Seal of the Florida State Land Office. 

Be it further resolved, That Samuel A. Swann, of Fex- 
nandina, Florida, is hereby appointed the Agent of this 
Board for the negotiation of said Land Warrants, and 
the said agent is charged with the duty of having said 
warrants engraved or lithographed and printed, the ex- 
pense thereof to be paid by this Board. Said warrants 
shall be sold by said agent on the following terms, viz: 
For the whole issue of two million acres, not less than 
forty cents per acre; for one million acres, not less than 
fifty cents per acre; for five hundred thousand acres, not* 
less than sixty cents per acre — said agent to retain for 
his commission on such sales three cents per acre for 
land sold at forty cents per acre, four cents per acre for 
land sold at fifty cents per acre, bix cents per acre for 
land sold at sixty cents ppr acre. And our siid agent is 
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authorized, instead of negotiating paid land warrants, to 
•ell the lands themselves in quantities of not lesB than one 
million acres end not exceeding three millions acres, to 
be located in bodies of not less than twenty-five thousand 
acres at not less than thirty cents per acre, the said Agent 
to retain from the purchase money his commissions at the 
rate of three cents per acre. 

Be it further resolved. That in case of the sale of lands 
or land warrants under the foregoing resolutions, the 
price of the lands belonging to the Internal Improvement 
Fund shall not Ite reduced for two years from this date, 
nor will any further land warrants be issued. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEORGE F. DREW, President. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Beeretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. Hay 11, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The resolution adopted on the 21st April respecting 
the pii hi h-at ion of an Immigration paper by Mr. Alonzo 
Fowle. nmi agreeing to subscribe for 1.000 copies thereof, 
and the letter of Mr. Fowle suggesting modifications 
thereof, were taken up for consideration. 

On mo' ion. the resolution was amended by striking 
out words ''the postage to be paid by Mr. Fowle." 

The Governor laid before the Board the following let- 
ter: 

Tallahassee. May 3rd, 1877. 
Hon. n. F. Drew. Prest. Board Trustees I. T. Fund. 
t Dear Sir: Referring to my letter of the 1st met.. T beg 
to advise that 1 have applied to the Court now in session 
to secure by prompt action, viz: 

1st. The appointment of a Receiver for the J. P. & M. 
Railroad. 



2n<1. The accomplishment in the most speedy manner of 
the sale of said road. 

3rd. The application of the funds in the hand* of ihe 
Treasurer in accordance with the mandate of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 

From the developments making in the proceedings nor 
before + he Courts, it is apparent that the Attorney Gen- 
eral has been imposed upon by persons of questionable 
character and counsel acting for large contingent fees, 
and I trust ii will not require much deliberation by the 
Trustees to '^come convinced that the damage to the ma- 
terial interest*; of the State and the discredit to them- 
selves require that they should aid rather than oppose se- 
curing the objects above mentioned in thp manner pro- 
posed. 

A needless litigation has been continued for -learly ten 
years at an expense of over three hundred thousand dol- 
lars by reason of the fraudulent acts of former Trustees, 
and promoted by 'Attorneys seeking and obtaining enor- 
nions contingent fees, keeping the rood in a wrecked con- 
dition and preventing its completion to the we^t. 

Tt is hardly possible to conceive that any first mortgage 
bondholder, not influenced by adverse interests, or that 
the public generally would not join in the above request. 

Asking a prompt consideration of the matter, 
I remain, res'pv., Yr. Obt. Serv'f., 

F. VG8E. 

"Which was read and referred to the Attnrnpy General. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from 
Messrs. Drmnmond and Bradford, of Washington. Attor- 
neys, asking to be appointed as Agents of the State to pro- 
cure the adjustment of the land claims of the State in the 
Department of the Interior 

Which was read, and the Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigrntion was instructed to reply thereto. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President . 

HUGH A. COKLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. May 25, 1877. 

The Board met in the Executive office. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

< oluinbus Di¥w, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynu, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board a letter 
from Gem Henry R. Jackson, Attorney for some uf the 
holders of ihe First Mortgage Guaranteed Bonds' of the 
Pensaeola and Georgia Railroad Company, and the Solici- 
tor for the complainants in the ease of E. C. Anderson et 
al vs. Tlie Jacksonville, Pensaeola and Mobile Railroad 
Company, in which he advised that the Trustees imme- 
diately file a jietition before Justice Bradley, at Savan- 
nah, asking such order in said rase as would cause the 
sale of Railmad from Quincy to Lake City under the de 
cree heretofore made in the said case by the Hou. W. B. 
Woods, Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit of the United 
States. 

On motion the Attorney General was requested lo notify 
Gen. Jackson that the Trustees decline to make and file' 
the petition as requested. 

The Attorney General presented an account for the 
cost of transcript of the records in the case of the St. 
Johns Railway Company against the Trustees, and the 
case of Thomas B. Coddington against the Trustees, 
amounting lo $21.40, which was allowed and ordered paid. 

•The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President 

HUGH A. COR LEY, Secretary. 

•The Attorney General was authorized to associate Ex- 
Oov. David S. Walker with him in such suits concerning 
the Trustees as he might deem proper. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 26, 1877. 
The Board met in the Comptroller's office. 
Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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Mr. Coluinhus Drew was elected President pro tem to 
act during the absence of the Governor. 
The following accounts were presented: 
C. E. Dyke, for printing 1.000 receipts for Treasurer, 

fs.no. 

Jacksonville Press for advertising discontinuance of 
agency in Jacksonville and renewal of same. $8.00. • 

Which were allowed and ordered to be paid. 
Attesi : COLUMBUS DREW. President pro tern, 

HUGH A. COR LEY, Secretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida. June 1, 1877. 



The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George V. Raney. Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands £ 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the proceedings of April 27th and May 
11th, 2r.th and 26th were read. 

The minutes of May 25th were amended by inserting: 

"The Attorney General was authorized to associate Ex- 
Gov. David 8. Walker with him in snch suits concerning 
the Trustees as he might deem proper." 

The minutes were then approved. 

The following instrument of writing was executed by 
the Trustees: 
To AH Whom it May Concern — Greeting: 

Know Ye, That we. George F. Drew. Governor, Colum- 
bus Drew. Comptroller. Walter Gwyntf. Treasurer. George 
P. Raney. Attorney General and Hugh- A. Corley. Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Immigration of the State of Florida, 
by virtue of our said offices the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, reposing 
special trust and confidence in the wisdom, ski It and in- 
tegrity of Samnel A. Rwann. of Fernandina. Florida, do 
hereby make, constitute and appoint the said Samuel A. 
Swann 1o be our Agent for the sale of land warrants to be 
issued hv us for the location of two millions of acres of 

13 L I. 
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land belong^n;: to the Internal Improvement Fund, ac- 
quired l»j the State nnder the provisions of the Act of 
Congress approved September 2Sth A. D. 1S50; and we 
do hereby authorize and empower him to take charge of 
and se'l saiu land warrants, or any part thereof not less 
than fve hundred thousand acres, and to receive payment 
therefor, and deliver the same to the purchasers, on the 
following terras, to wit : For the whole issue of two rail- 
lions acres, not less than forty cents per acre; for one 
million acre* not less than fifty cents per acre; fur five 
hundred thousand acres, not less than sixty cents per 
acre. And wp do further authorize our said Agent, in his 
discretion, to withhold said land warrants from sale, and, 
in lieu thereof to bargain and sell not loss than one mil- 
lion nor mme ihan three millions acres of the lands be- 
longing to the Internal Improvement Fund, acquired uu- 
der «uiid a. t. nf not less than thirty cents per acre, to be 
located by the purchaser or purchasers thereof, or their 
heirs or assigns, in bodies of not less than twenty -five 
thousand acres. And to do and perforin all necessary 
acts in the prosecution and execution of the sale and 
transfer of the said land warrants or lands. All sales of 
warrant -4 or lands to be for cash. In Testimony whereof 
we have hereunto subscribed our names and affixed our 
seals, and have caused an impression of the Seal of the 
Florida Slate Land Office to be made hereupon, at the 
Capitol, la Ihe city of Tallahassee, State of Florida, this 
the fii'^t day at June, eighteen hundre * "nd seventy seven. 
(Signed GEO. F. DREW, Governor. (L. S.) 
(Signed! C. DREW, Comptroller. (L. 8.) 
(Signed! WALTER GWTNN. Treasurer. (X. S.) 
(Signed 1 GEO. P. BANET. Attorney General. (L. S.)' 
(Signed! ITCGH A* CORLET, Commissioner of Lands Si 
Immigration. (L. S.) 

Signed. Sealed and Delivered in the presence of us. 
fSigned) W. K. BEARD. 
(Signed) J. J. DICKISOX 

On motion the Treasurer was instructed to pay to E. J. 
Berry, A^ent for the protection of the public lands from 
trespass, his salary from the 16th of April to the 31st of 
May, Inclusive, amounting to one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 
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The accounts of M. A. Williams for commission on sales 
made by him in April, amounting to |42.ft7, and for com- 
mission s on wiles in May. amounting to 131.45 were ap- 
proved and t rdered to be paid. 

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, presented an account for ex- 
penses incurred in causing the seizure of cedar cut upon 
the public lands near the Anrilla river, said seizure having 
been made in Wakulla county, amounting to fu.58. which 
was approved and ordered to be paid. 

The account of W. F. Forward. Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Putnam county, for $1.75 for record in? deed of 
relinquishment from W. S. Tucker to the Trustees was ap- 
proved and ordered to be paid. 

A letter from W. S. Tucker was read in which he claim- 
ed that the Trnstees should refund to him $5.8f> being the 
cost of recording a deed for land erroneously sold to him 
and the preparation of a deed of relinquishment, and a 
survey of the land when he supposed he had title thereto. 

The Trustee s refused to refund the expenses so incurred. 

A letter was received from J. S. Taylor stating the fol- 
lowing facts : That in last year he entered forty acres of 
land in the name of Maggie A. Miller, at the request of 
her husband, Allen C. Miller, the said Miller promising to 
pay said Taylor for said land ; that Miller failed to 
pay for the hind and has left the State — that the deed is 
in the possession of said Taylor and has never been re- 
corded. Gnder these circumstances the said Taylor asks 
that the deal to Maggie A. Miller be canceled, and the 
land conveyed to him. 

The Trustees decided that they could not comply with" 
the request of said Taylor, bnt he must seek his remedy 
in \.be Courts. 

A letter was received from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office at Washington stating that*the NW$ 
of Section 34, Township 13. South, Range 23, East, was 
located in the United States Land Office by Thomas B. 
Higgins, July 5, 1854. but was inadvertently patented to 
the State as Swamp Land September 4, 1857, and request- 
ing that the title of the State be relinquished to the Uni- 
ted States in order that a patent may be made to the said 
Higgins. The salesman reported that said tract had 
never been sold by the Trustees and thereupon it was 
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Ordered. Fliat the Governor lip authorized to re-convey 
Raid tract of land to the Tnited States. 

The nrfn«>siiion of IT. F. Hammnn postponed on the 
21m Api il was 1akpn up far consideration, and the follow- 
ing ii*so)iiii«.-i was unanimously adopted: 

Itixuh'i!. That this Board will sell to H. F. T (amnion 
from three thousand to fivp thousand acres of swamp and 
overflowed lands lying in thp South half of Township 41, 
flout h, Range 4H. East, and tin* Wpst half of Township 42, 
flonth, Kan,2P 43. East, and the Eastern tier of flections 
in Township 42. South. Range 42, East on thp following 
term*: Five thousand a>-res at forty cents per acre. 
Three thousand acres and less than Avp thousand arres at 
fifty cents per aere — such land to he taken in a compact 
body, and to be paid for wit It in thirty days aftpr the con- 
firmntidi of I he title of the State thereto. 

The Board then adjourupd. 
'Attest : GEO. F. BREW, President. 

IirtiH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, June 14, 1S77. 
Roarl met in Governor's office. 
Prespnt : Geo. F. Frew, Gnvprnor. 
Walter Gwvnn. Trpasnrpr. 
Columbus Brew. Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
The Attv Genl. was elected secretary pro tern. 
The hill* of W. H. Walker. Sheriff of Waknllri County 
for moving cedar from light honse to St. Marks was or- 
dered to he paid, the amount being twenty dollars. 

GEO. F. BREW, President. 
GEO. p. RANEY, Sec v. pro tern. 



Tallahasspp. Florida. June 2ft, 1877. 
The Hoard met in thp Executive officp. 
Present: George F. Brew. Governor. 
Colnmlms Brew. Comptroller, 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Oeorgp P. Kanpy, Attorney Gpnprnl 
Hugh A. Coiley, Commissioner of Lands X 
Immigration, 
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The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap- 
proved. A communication rerom mending the appoint- 
ment of Count Wassilieff as agent in N. Y. was received 
and referred to the Attorney General. 

Entry No. 7992 by O. J. Spofford, of Lots Nos. I and 
2 and E£ or N\Y£ Section 12. Township 28, South. Range 
2(1. Da ■at. containing 138.13 acres, was canceled upon the 
application of the purchaser, and the Treasurer instructed 
to refund the purchase money amounting to fllfi.SI). 

The Hoard tlveu adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



1 
Tallahassee. Florida. July 6. 1877. 

The Hoard met in the Executive office. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George V. Raney. Attorney Genera'. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The mi miles of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Attorney General presented n deed drawn for the 
execution of the Governor recnnveyicg to the United 
States the Northwest quarter of Section 34. Township 13, 
Smith. Range 23, East, in accordance with the order of 
the Roarrt on the 1st June, and said deed was executed 
by His Excellency. Governor Drew. 

It ha vine been represented that parties who cut cedar 
upon the State lands near the Gulf Coast prior to the 
first af 51 arch, claiming to have done so under contract 
with ihe former Timber Agents, have not been able to re- 
move the Wane find desire permission to do so, it was 

Ordered. That such timber may be removed within a 
reasonable time upon the payment of the amount due for 
stnmpage. according to the terms of any written contract 
which sab! parties may hnve made with any lawful tim- 
ber Alien T : and. in the absence of any such written con- 
tract at ten cents per cubic foot. 

Ordered, That E. J. Berry, the Agent of this P.oard, be 
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authorized to settle "with all parties who cut timber prior 
to the 1st of March under contract for stumpage, to collect 
the amount doe and receipt therefor, and to call upon the 
Sheriffs for assistance when a seizure or prosecution is 
necessary: and that the Salesman notify the Sheriffs of 
the counties where such timber is King of this order. 

Ordered. That E. J. Berry, Agent, he requested to ob- 
tain whnr information and evidence he can as to the 
amounts collected by the former timber agents on account 
of .stumpage or trespass on the State lands and report to 
this Hoard. 

Ordered, That Mr. Berry lie instructed to ascertain as 
far as lie can. the quantify of timber cut by George W. 
Moody upon Ihe State lands near the Suwannee river, 
and to collect the amount due therefor upon smh terms 
as are reasonable according to the value of timber in that 
locality; and in case of refusal to pay, to report ihe facts 
1o this Hoard: and. further, that Mr. Berry lie instructed 
to ascertain sir far as he can the amount of trespass com- 
mitted upon ihe State lands by George F. Xutter. and re- 
port the tame to this Board. 

Mr. ffflrry having reported that Mr. Henry A. Wyse had 
cut eighteen (IS) sticks of snar timber upon State land 
near the Santa Fe "River, alleging that it was done Ihrongh 
the mistake at his employees, apd having asked instruc- 
tions respecting the same, it was 

Ordered. That Mr. Wyse he authorized to remove said 
timber upon the payment of fifteen dollars for each spar, 
the whole amount of ?27fl to lie paid before the removal of 
any one. In case of failure nr refusal to pay said amount 
our agent is instructed to take possession of the timber 
and report t<i this Board. In case of an attempt to re- 
move thf tivilier without payment, mir agent is instructed 
to call upon the Sheriff to seize the timber, and to take 
such other actV.n as the circumstances of the ease may 
require. 

The Treasurer reported that he had received from New- 
ton Sapp. Sheriff of La Fayette county, $3fl£.70 collected 
on account of stnmpaee for cedar cut upon State lands 
prior tc March 1st. with a statement showing the whole 
amount collected to he $441. fifl — amount retained for ex- 
penses, $20, commissions $102.90— leaving balance as paid 
over $30S 70. 
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Ordered. That the Treasurer inquire of Mr. Papp the 
items of the expenses amounting to |30 retained. 

The Treasurer also reported the receipt of $210 from H. 
P. Jackson, Sheriff of Levy County, on account of stump- 
age for ceiitr. without any statement. 

Ordered. That the Treasurer demand from Mr. Jackson 
a statement of moneys received hy him on said nicount 
showing (lie aggregate amount collected and the different 
items of credit. 

On motion :in order was drawn in favor F. J. Berry for 
one hundred dollars, the amount of his salary as Timher 
Agent f->r the month of June. 

The Attorney General expressed verbally his opinion as 
to the power of the Board to employ Count Wassilieff as 
local a?cnt in New York for the purposes of immigration, 
to the effect that the Board had power to appoint an agent 
in New York for the sale of lands belonging to the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fimd, hut could not appoint an Agent 
for a purpose which could only collaterally l>enefit the 
fund, though f.nr-h action might he sustained by the courts 
if the CMilt should really l>enofit the Fund. 

And thereupon, the Commissioner of Lauds and Taimi- 
gration was requested to correspond with Mr. Vose and 
other "reditois of the Fund and ascertain their views with 
respect to the policy of employing an Agent in New York 
for the sale nf lands at a fixed salary. 

His Excellency. Gov. Brew, laid hefore the Hoard a let- 
ter from Washington R. Hanson, nf Baltimore Md., re- 
questing information respecting Florida, whir h was read 
and referred to the Commissioner of Lands ami Immigra- 
tion For reply. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered to he paid : 

W. G. Stewart. P. M. for postage. May 27th $9.00 

M. A. Williams Agent, Comms. on sales in June.. 75.14 
TV. Gwynn, Treasurer, amt paid for exchange 3.42 

!><!. JVo. " *' for binding 4.00 

An :n'r-ount was presented bv J. A. Lee Register, and 
R. F. Ealliday. Receiver of the V. S. Land effke at Oaines- 
ville for $.VS14.4G for entering upon their records the ap- 
proval of 896.815 acres of swamn lands and .13.400.32 acres 
of Internal Improvement Lands, which was read and 
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referred to ihr Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 
f-»r invest icaf ion. 

An application was received from Elliert Carter for a 
change, of his entry No. T254 from the SW{ of S\V| of 
Sort ion 81, Township 20, Sontli. Range 35, Fast to the 
S\\| nf BEJ, Section flfi. Township 20 South. Range-:!-!. 
East, which was granted upon condition that the f>aid 
Tarter re-convey to the Trustees the tract originally en- 
tered, 

Applicnti .n was received from Isaac Alderman for a 
rfa&ge of his entry Xo. Tfifcfl. from the SW} of NB| and 
\W r of HE i Section 21. Township 21. South. Range 20, 
Kant, to oth"r lands; which was granted upon condition 
of re conveyance. 

The proposition heretofore made hy J. M. Itryan and 
Others and by J. M. Mabbctle for the drainage of lands, 
were taken up for consideration and declined. 

The Abstracts? of the Salesman and statements by rbe 
TivasnWr for the months of April and May were pre- 
sented nnd filed. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. COELEY. Secretary. 



Tall 'hasaeo. Florida. July 0, IS77. 
The TK'Md met in the Executive office, 
Presort : Geornp F. Drew. Governor. 

Cnbuii'ins T»rew, Comptroller. 
Walter fiwvnn, Treasurer, 
tleorce P. Raney. Attorney Geneva 1. 
Hneh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands & 
TiiMuipration. 
Mflj. 1". '«*prtl Rriess appeared before the Roard and read 
nn article by himself in the "Semi -Tropical" upon the sub- 
ject of w '■!'■ ;'T>d wine culture, and also the fir*t of a series 
of -rticles written by himself for publication in pamphlet 
or ' "«k form t»n samp subject. 
Ti ■ Hoard iben adjourned. 
"Atlwi * GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HL'GII A. CORLEY. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, July 1(J. IS77. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Fr«>senl: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney Gener:il. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lamia St 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 

A report was received from E. J. Berry showing the 
;t mount of pine timber cut upon State land by Henry A. 
Wysc to be four sticks of spar timber iu Section 12, T. 4, 
S. K, 13, E„ and 30 pieces of Ranging timber uiwm Section 
25. T. 6, S. R. 14 E., and Section 30. T. 6, S. R, IS E. 

It beiDg shown tliat the land ujMm which the Spar tim- 
ber was cut its not State land, no action was taken in re- 
spect thereof. It being represented that the Ranging tim- 
ber was cut by the employees of Mr. Wyze in his absence 
through mistake. ' It wot ordered. That Mr. Wyse be per- 
mitted to enter the SJ of SEJ of Section 2.:, T. 6, S. U. 14, 
and the W^ .if SWJ Section 30, T. 6, S. R. 15, E. and upon 
paying for the land to remove the timber. 

The Bsard then adjourned. 

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HL'GH A. CORLEY, Secretary . 



Tallahassee. Florida. July 17. 1S77. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands St 
-, Immigration. 

An account was presented by Alonzo Fowle. Publisher 
of th^ Florida Immigrant for one month's subscription 
for 1,000 copies of said paper, and postage for mailing 
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same, amounting to f 72.50, which was approved and or- 
dered paid. 

The Board Then adjourned. 
Attest ; GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. COELEY, Secretary. 

h 



Tallahassee. Florida, July 19, 1877. 

The Board met in the State Land office. 

Present : Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

On motion. Mr. Gwynn was chosen President pro tern, 
during the absence of the Governor. 

Mr. T. J. Hoc re appeared before the Board ic reference 
to th? cedar recently seized by the Sheriff of Wakulla 
county, and offered to pay the stum page therefor, if the 
State would dismiss the proceedings and pay the costs; 

Which proposition was not accepted. 

Mr. G -rk-y represented to the Board that at the time 
of the sale of the Florida. Atlantic and Gulf Railroad by 
the Trustee? in 18CS. a portion of the moneys received was 
invested in ihe purchase of 416 bonds of said Railroad 
Company the interest on which had been guaranteed by 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and that 
said Bonds had been canceled, hut no list thereof had 
been recorded on the minutes of the Board. It was 
thereupon 

Ordered. That the Secretary record in the minotes'fhe 
numbers o fthe guaranteed First Mortgage Bonds of the 
Florida. Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Company 
which were purchased and canceled as stated. 

And the Secretary thereupon recorded the same as 
follows : 
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Number* of the Guaranteed First Mortgage Bond* of 
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Ventral Railroad Company 
which icete purchased vnth ¥83,200 of the moneys re- 
ceived from the sale of said Railroad oy the Trustees of 
the Infernal Improvement Fund, March AtK, 1868. 

Nos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 21 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 
42 43 44 45 40 47 48 40 50 57 58 59 60 61 93 94 95 99 101 
102 IDS 104 105 106 107 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 
126 127 13 L 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 153 154 155 156 
157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 160 170 
171 172 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 181 182 183 184 185 
186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 196 107 198 199 
200 201 202 203 204 205 206 207 208 200 210 211 212 213 
214 215 216 217 218 219 220 224 225 226 227 228 229 230 
231 234 236 237 242 243 244 245 246 247 248 249 250 251 252 
253 251 255 256 257 258 259 260 261 262 263 264 265 266 
267 268 269 ;;T0 271 272 273 274 275 276 277 278 270 280 
281 282 283 284 285 286 287 288 289 290 291 292 293 294 
205 296 297 298 299 300 301 302 303 304 305 306 307 308 
309 350 313 314 315 316 319 320 321 322 324 325 331 332 
333 334 335 339 340 341 342 343 344 345 346 347 348 349 
350 351 3r»2 353 354 355 356 357 358 359 360 362 364 365 
366 367 368 369 370 371 372 373 374 375 376 377 378 379 
380 381 382 383 384 385 386 387 388 389 390 391 392 395 
396 399 400 491 402 403 404 405 406 407 408 409 110 411 
412 413 414 415 416 417 418 419 420 421 422 423 424 425 
426 427 428 429 430 431 432 436 437 438 439 440 411 442 
443 444 445 446 447 448 449 450 451 452 453 454 455 456 
4",7 458 i?Q 460 461 462 463 464 465 466 467 468 469 470 
471 472 173 174 475 476 477 478 470 480 481 482 483 484 
485 486 487 488 480 490 491 492 502 503 504 505 506 508 509 
Ml 512 513 514 515 516 517 518 510 520 521 522 523 524 539 
540 311 542. making altogether 416 bonds. 

On n i nt ion, the Attorney Gpneral was requested to cor- 
respond with the Executors of Edward Houstoun with re- 
spect to the balances* unaccounted for of moneys placed in 
the hands of said ITonstonn by the said Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund in 1868 for the purchase of 
the outstanding bonds of the Florida Atlantic and Gulf 
Central "Railroad Company, hemp part of the purchase 
money received from the sate of said road in 1868; and the 
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moneys placed in his hands belonging to the Sinking Fond 
to be invested in guaranteed Railroad Bonds. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Atte*f : WALTER GWYNK, President pro tem. 

I [ I "OFT A. CORLEY, Seeretary. 




Tallahassee, Florida, Angnst 1, 1877. 
Tlie I Sunn' met in the Attorney General's office. 
rr*».:enr: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Rnney. Attorney General, 
TTugh A. for ley. Commissioner of Lands) & 
Immigration. 
On motion. Mr. Colundms Drew was appointed Presi- 
dent pCfl lent to preside during any temporary absence of 
the Governor, until otherwise ordered by the Board. 

The hills for salaries during the past month were ap- 
pro ve<1. 

The following bills were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid 

Walter Gwynn. Treasurer, for express charges, $1.r»fl. 
W, O. ^tewjirt. P. M.. for oostage and box rent. 1.10.0,1. 
The Treasurer presented the report of H. P. daokson. 
Rheriff of Levy County, for moneys received from stump- 
nee, embracing the items as follows : 

Total amount collected . . $081 Hft 

Credit « rin imed. 

Cash paid over $<U7 ftO 

25 fwr cent commissions. 245 ^7 

Traveling expenses fil 75 

Balance due 2fi 3f> 1981 V) 

Mr. dm-kson i-xnressed an opinion that he should re- 
ceive credit for cttatmiMiton* on $-"00 paid over to the Trus- 
tees by l»r. A, E. Hodges for cedar cat in Levy county 
under contract with the Board of Trustees. 

The Board decided that Mr. Jackson i« not entitled to 
n er^lit for "lif* traveling expenses, nor for commissions 
upon the anion nl paid bv Dr. Hodges, 

On motion, the Treasurer was authorised to advance to 
Mr. Corley two hundred dollars to defray his traveling ex- 
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peuses to Washington in looking after the interests of the 
Internal Improvement Fund. Said amount to be ac- 
counted for in-* Mr. Corley on his return. 

The proposition of John T. Drew to settle the judg- 
ment of F. Vose against the Trustees in consideration of 
four millions acres of laud, was taken up for considera- 
tion, ami the proposition was declined. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, to whom 
was referred the account of J. A. Lee. Register, and S. F. 
Haltiday, late Receiver of the V. S, Land Office at Gaines- 
ville, for noting on the records the approval af 8W.015 
acres of swamp lands at ¥1.00 for each 100 acres and 
33.400.:li: acres of Internal Improvement lands at same 
rate, making $5.0115.71 for the swamp lands and $208.75 
for th\? Internal Improvement Lands — total $5,814,70. re- 
ported that he had corresponded with the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office respecting said account, and 
had be»« by him official h- informed that Registers and 
Receivers are not entitled to fees for noting the selection 
Of approval of Swamp Lands* — that they are eutitleil to 
one dollar each for each final location of Internal Improve- 
ment lands— and that the amount due for the noting of 
the .13,41 n)M2 acres is $418. The Commissioner further 
reported that he was instructed that these fees are paya- 
ble ditecti»' to the Receiver at present in commission, and 
are not under any circumstances to be paid to late officers 
who are nor legally authorized to collect them. 

On motion, it was. by unanimous vote. 

Ordered. That the Treasurer pay to John Varinun, Re- 
ceiver, etc. TJ. K. Land Office at Gainesville, four hundred 
and eighteen dollars, fees due said office for noting the 
final Ideation of 33.400 acres of land confirmed to the State 
under the Sth Section of the Act of Congress approved 
September i. 1841. 

The Commissioaer of Lands and Immigration read a 
letter Trim Samuel A. Swann, dated Xew York July 17, 
announcing that he would leave for Europe the next day 
to prosecute negotiations for the sate of land,* under his 
appointment by (he Trustees, and giving some of his views 
respecting the prospect of success. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid 'be- 
fore th? Hoard a communication from A. S. Mann of Her- 
nando county, reciting that certain lands had been sold by 
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the Trustees to S. S. Alexander and a certificate of pur- 
chase issued tLerefoi', but no deed made — that Alexander 
is dead- that the lands were sold for taxes in 1 S71-U and 3 
and bought iri by the State — that the writer purchased the 
lands fi'Mii the state according to the laws in force at the 
time of tlie pureuf.se and received a deed therefor. lie 
now wishes to know whether the Trustees will convey the 
lands to him by deed. After some discussion it was de- 
cided Lr the Board that the Trustees can not make a deed 
to the purchaser under tax sale without an assignment to 
him of the original certificate of purchase. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH .\. CORLET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 3, 1S77. 

The Hoard met in the Comptroller's office. 
Present: Cohnnbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
ireorge P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands ft Immi- 
gration. 
The account of M. A. Williams, Agent for the sale of 
land at Jacksonville, for commissions on sales made by 
him in the month of July, said commissions amounting to 
f 82.47, w:is presented, approved and ordered to be paid. 

The Board then adjourned. / 

Attest: C..DREW, President pro tem. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, August 14, 1877. 
The Board met. 

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
A com muni rat ion from A. N, Pacetti, Sheriff and ex- 
offcio TiniluT Agent of St. Johns County, in regard to 
trespass, and the bill of said Timber Agent for services 
rendered in the ascertaining and prosecution of such tres- 
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pass, including bill of Charles F. Hopkins for surveying, 
were lei erred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion for his report as to the nece&sity of the wort and the 
reasonableness of the charge for mirveying. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tem. 



Tallahassee, 'Florida, August 27, 1877. 

The Board met in the Executive office. 

Present : George F, Brew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
(ieorge P. Raney. Attorney General. 
• Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General was requested to take the neces- 
sary steps to have the title to the Chattahoochee Arsenal 
conveyed to rhe Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund under the provisions of the Act of Congress of De- 
cember 15, 1870. 

A communication was read from Samuel A. Swann, da- 
ted from London the 11th instant, giving a statement of 
tUe rondition of affairs there in connection with the pro- 
posed sale of three millions acres of lands. 

A letter from W. F. Luther, of Lake City, addressed to 
His Excellency, the Governor, was read, in which Mr. 
Luther recommended the adoption of a system of selling 
cedar from the State lands on payment of srumpage. 

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to the letter of Mr. 
Luther and say that the Trustees are not willing to change 
their present policy by adopting the system of charging 
Btnriipage. 

The following bills were presented, approved and order- 
ed paid: 

Alnnzn Fowle, Publisher of the Florida Immigrant, for 
the subscript; or. to said miner for August, and for postage 
and wrapping paper, $77.45. 

Hugh A Corley. Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion, for his traveling expenses to Washington and back, 
?1C>720. 
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WiBkuH C Brown, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hills- 
borough Comity, for recording tlceds re-conveying to the 
Trustees landfr erroneously conveyed to the parties, f 1.90. 

Geo. P. Jtemefi, Attorney General, for telegrams. pos- 
tage, copies* and other miscellaneous expenses incurred in 
attending t<< various suits now pending against the Trus- 
tees, f li.1T>. 

Charles H. Foster . Clerk of the Supreme. Vovri. for de- 
posit or docket fee in the case of the St. Johns Railway 
Co. vs. The Trustees in which an appeal has been taken, 
115.00. 

On motion, unanimously adopted, the Treasurer was 
instructed to pay to George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
two hundred and fifty dollars (9*250) on aeount of pro- 
fessional servile*. 

An application was received from William B. Moody 
for a ehanre of his entry No. SITU from the XEJ of SE^ 
Section 2». in Township* 311. South Range 2d, East, to the 
SE} of SWJ of ihe same section; and the application 
being accompanied with the affidavit prescribed in sueh 
cases. ami a deed re-conveying to the Trustees the first 
named tract, it was ordered that the change of entry be 
allowed. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the affidavit of 
William G. Ponce in reference to the cedar cut by him 
in St Johns County, which had been seized by the Sheriff 
Of said county, alleging reasons why said seizure should 
he dismissed as unjust to affiant, and stating that his 
failure to enter Hip land before cutting the timber was 
owing to Iiis inability to procure the sen- ices of a sur- 
veyor to ascertain the true numliers; that he did enter 
the land as soon as the wmbera were ascertained, etc., 
etc.. etc.. which affidavit was accompanied with corrob- 
crating statements by Wm. Stickler & Chas. F. Hopkins, 
purveyors. 

On morion, the Secretary was instructed to write to 
the Sheriff of St. Johns county authorizing hint to dis- 
miss the attachment* against the timber cut by Wit- 
Ham 0. Ponce and Henry Godwin, in his discretion, pro- 
vide] the costs and expenses are paid by said parties. 
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The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COR LEY. 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 28, 18T7. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew. Governor. 
i *oln hi bus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. ^ 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Mr. D. H. Elliott appeared before the Board and re- 
quested the aid or endorsement of the Trustees for the 
establishment of a "Home for Immigrants" at Live Oafc, 
where they could leave their families while examining 
the country for a proper place for settlement. The Trus- 
tees unanimously expressed themselves in favor of the 
establishment of such an institution, but considering that 
the moneys of the Fund could not be appropriated in aid 
thereof only recommended and endorsed the plan pro- 
posed. 

Mr. Elliott also called the attention of the Board to 
the National Immigration Bureau established at Phila- 
delphia, and! explained the objects thereof, but no action 
of the Board was taken in reference thereto. 

A letter to the Governor from Charles O. Brown, At- 
torney at Law, of Washington, D. C, applying for an 
agency to represent the State of Florida before the Land 
Department at Washington- in obtaining indemnity for 
fiwamp Lands solds sold by the United States, was laid 
fc*fore the Board, read, and laid on the Table. 
The Board then adjourned. 

, GEO. F. DREW, 

President 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 
14 I. I. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, August 31, 1877. 
The Board met in the State Land Office. 
Present: Walter. Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Kauey, Attorney General, 
Hugh A. or ley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Iiumigruiiou. 
Mr. Rancy was chosen President pro tem. 
The minutes of the proceedings of the Board on and 
since the ltith July were read and approved. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid: 

M. A. Williams, for commissions on sales the present 
month $30.55. 

Hugh A. Coilcy. for purchase of Copp's Land Laws 
and one year's subscription to Copp's Land owner & 
postage. $10.10. 

Hugh A. Corley. Salcxman, for amount refunded M. J. 
Sutton, overpaid on entry No. 8223, $8.01. 

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to have the 
original bwamp land plats, filed by Randolph and 
Wells, mounted on cloth for better preservation, pro- 
vided the expense thereof shall not exceed seven cents 
per plat. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. P. RANEY, 
President pro tem. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COR LEY. Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida, September 7, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George P. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Letters from A. N. Paeetti, Sheriff of St. Johns County, 
and J. J. Daniel. Attorney, respecting the trespass on 
Swamp Lands by William G. Ponce and the seizure of ce- 
dar cut by him. 

It was ordered. That the matter be referred to sanrael 
T. Finley, State's Attorney, for adjustment; and that 
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the Secretary transmit to him a ropy of the action of the 
Board in regard thereto on the 27th August, and n copy 
of the letter of Mr. A. ST. Tacetti of September let. 

His Excellency laid before the Board- a letter from C. 
P. YVillard. Esq., referring to the proposed negotiations 
in Europe for the sale of three millions acres of land, 
which was read. 

Also, a letter from Theodore C. Cone applying for the 
agency to represent the State before the General Land 
Office for the purpose of adjusting the old land claims, 
which was read. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary, 



Tallahassee. Florida, September 22, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbns Drew. Comptroller, 
Walter Gwyun, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and 
approved. 

Samuel A. Long having purchased from the Trustees, 
on the 25th July 1873. the North half of Lot No. 8 of 
Section 25, in Township 14, South, of Range 23, East, 
whic had been sold to Hubbard L. Hart in 1868, and hav- 
ing applied! for the cancellation of the erroneous entry 
and having made a deed reconveying and relinquishing 
the land to the Trustees, it was 

Ordered, That said entry of Samuel A. Long be can- 
celled, and the purchase money paid therefor (thirty 
dollarR. $30) be refunded, together with one dollar the 
fee for recording the deed of relinquishment. 
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An account of \V. G. .Stewart, Fostniaster r for six dol- 
lars tfCOii) for stamps, etc.. furnished t&e Salesman's 
Office, was presented, appro*, ed and ordered paid. 

the account of Dyke and Son for printing for the Sales- 
man's office amounting to $~)§.II0 was presented and re- 
ferred to' Mr. Columbus Drew for '"etaii.hiaiiou. Mr. 
Drew examined the account and recommetided the pay- 
ment of'the account with a deduction from several items 
reducing the aniouut to |54'afid it was 'so ordered. ^ 

Notice wiss received from tlie United States Land Of- 
fice at Gainesville that complaint had been made by 
Ziba King against the State, alleging that the W£ of 
3JWi & SE} of KWJ : *KEi of SV\'i of Section 18, Town- 
ship 39, South. Range 24, East, is not swamp nor over- 
flowed land, with a view to the cancellation of the. claim 
of the State to said tract of land, and summoning the 
parties to appear at the office of the Clerk o'f the Circuit 
Court of Manatee County at Pine Level before said Clerk 
od the 5th day of November next to respond and furnish 
testimony, concerning the true character of the land. • 

Ordered, That safd notice be: referred to M. A. Wil- 
liams. 

Mr. Columbus Drew laid before the Board a' letter 
from Walter R. Yates, Special Deputy United States 
Marshal, enclosing copy of a subpoena issued from the 
Clerk's office of the United States Court in Jackson- 
ville in a case brought therein by G. H.- Johnson against 
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Com- 
pany, the Trustees of the Internal Iihprovement Fond 
and others, and requesting that the Trustees acknowledge 
service of the subpoena. 

1 On motion, Mr. Drew was requested to reply that the 
Trustees have heretofore refused t© acknowledge service 
of legal process, and decline to* do so in this case. 

The Secretary laid before the Board letters from Sam- 
uel A. Swann of the 17th, 18th and 30th August, from 
which it seems that the main difficulty in effecting *a sale 
of 3,000,000 acres of lands at thirty cents per icre arise* 
from an impression in London that no valid title can be 
made to the lands of the Trustees unless the decree of 
Vose and others against the Trustees is satisfied. It fur- 
ther appears that John T. Drew, Esquire, the Attorney 
of Mr. Vose was in England for the purpose of selling 
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the interest of Mr. Vose in said decree, claimed by bini to 
amount to $G17XuS. And that a contract had been en- 
tered into with one John H„ Fry, claiming to represent 
the promoters of certain canal enterprises m Florida, 
and the said John T. Drew,, Attorney of Frtiucis "Voae, 
and the said Samuel A. Swann, Agent of tW Trustees, 
purporting to be made for the facilitating of the sale, 
the settlement of the decree, etc.. which contract was en- 
closed by the said Swann, and is in the words and figures 
following, to- wit: 

''Whereas, John H. Fry. a citizen of the United States 
"now residing in London. England, is the promoter , and 
"owner of the Atlantic and Gulf Ship Canal Enterprise, 
"to be constructed across the Peninsula of Florida. >ajid 
"also part owner and Promoter of the Southern Inland 
"Navigation and Improvement Company of Florida, and 
"as such Promoter of these Enterprises has negotiated 
"the sale of bonds upon grants by the Trustees of the 
"Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida- of 
"two millions three hundred thousand .teres of the 
"public lands to the last named Company, but- which 
"negotiations are rendered inoperative because of a cer- 
"tain decree which has l)een granted by the t'nited State*? 
"Circuit Conn of the Northern District of Florida- im 
"favor of Francis Yose of Xew York and others, -which 
"decree is in the nature of a first lien on all the hinds 
"held by the said Trustees, under grant from the United 
"States of America, to the amount of six hundred and 
"seventeen thousand six hundred and fifty eight dollars 
"'ffil7,65S), ntOK 1 or less, being the principal with costs; 
"interest and sd*fiU'tli, in such deenee. and which decree 
"expressly declares that the Grants, Contracts and con- 
veyances made to and with the said Southern Inland 
'Navigation and Improvement Company are null and 
'•void. And Whereas fA'i the said Trustees have appointed 
"Samuel A. Swann. Fso,r., Agent, with full powerc to 
"sell Three million acres of public lands of Florida, for 
"the purpose of procuring the necessary funds for 
"the discharge of said decree and for other purposes, thus 
'making the lands of f lie State, not so sold, available 
"for Works of Internal Improvement, and available nn- 
"d«r a re-organization of said canal projects, and con- 
"tracts that may hereafter be made with said Trustees. 
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"B. A'oic Therefore, in consideration of tjie planuses, and 
"in further consideration of one dollar (f 1) , each to the 
"other in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby 
"acknowledged, This Agreement is made and entered into 
"this seventeenth day of August one thousand eight huu- 
"dred and seventy seven by and between the undersigned, 
"and Witnesseth 

"C The said John H. Fry hereby agrees to purchase for 
"himself, his heirs executors assigns and representatives 
"in business, the said Three million of acres of the 
"public lands of Florida from Samuel A. Swann, Ag.?nt 
"as aforesaid, and to pay or cause to be paid for the same 
"the amount of Nine hundred thousand dollars 
"(f 900,000) in United States Currency as follows, 
"videlicet : 

"The aforesaid decree in favor of Francis Vose Esquire 
"covering his claim against the Internal Improvement 
"Fund of the State of Florida upon all coupoas upon 
"bonds held by said Vose. guaranteed by said Fund and 
"comprehended in the said decree of the United States 
"Circuit Court, or that may be further allowed by the 
"said Trustees, togetiter with all interest, expenses, costs, 
"and so forth which may be allowed by the said 
"Trustees, or by the said Court, amounting in the 
"aggregate to Six hundred and w/enfecu thousand six 
"hundred tind fifty-fight dollars i$i"S17,fi5S), more or less, 
"shall be fully settled, satisfied and discharged, and such 
"discharge- *linll l>e accepted by said Swaun as part pay- 
"ment of said land, to the extent of the sum flxnl as 
"aforesaid subjen to the approval »f the Trustees 
"aforesaid. * 

"All conr-OBB on or from the bonds of the Florida 
"Railroad, for which the said Trust fund of the State of 
"Florida is liable, in accordance with the decision of the 
"United Si ;tcs Court aforesaid in the suit of said Francis 
"Vose. or lhat have been found properly verified and 
"approved hy the AEaster appointed by said Court, shall 
"be - niil and cancelled by the said Trustees or the said 
"Ma? ■». fmni the balance of the nine hundred thousand 
"dollu: it'HHMMl) to be provided by said Fry as afore- 
said (.!' payment for the said Three million Acres of 
"land) after sett lenient of the said Vose decree. 

"The balance of said Nine hundred thousand dollars 
"(IJHW.nnrM. after the payment of said decree, and of 
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"such coupons as aforesaid, shall be paid in lawful 
"money of the United States, to the Board of Trustees 
"of the Internal Improvement Fund or to their agent 
"Samuel A. Swann, Esquire. 

"And the said John H. Fry, as the Promoter of the 
"Enterprises aforesaid, hereby ag-rees that no action 
"shall be taken by the Caual Companies he represents in 
"regard to the sale of their said bonds, based as afore- 
"said, upon the grant of two million three hundred thous- 
and acres of Public Lands to the said Southern Inland 
"Navigation and Improvement Company, until this 
"agreement shall have been fully carried out. 

"And John T. Drew, Attorney for said Francis Vose, 
"hereby agrees as such Attorney under and in pursuance 
"of his powers in the premises, that a complete assign- 
ment of the said decree, and of all the- rights and 
"equities of said Vose under the same, and 
"of all coupons for which said Trustees are or may be 
"liable held by him, shall be made by him to the said 
"John H. Fry, or some person to be nam- 
<eJ by him, upon deposit by the said 
"Fry, with the Rothschilds, Bankers, London, England, 
"or with Drexel, Morgan & Co. of New York to the order 
"of Francis Vose of the sum of six hundred and seven - 
"teen thousand six hundred and fifty-eight dollars 
"(1617,658) in United States currency or its Sterling 
"Equivalent, or of Buch other sum as may be agreed upon 
"bv the parties to such decree or fixed by the Court as due 
"thereupon. Such deposit to be applicable to the amount 
"due on said decree and for the purpose of facilitating 
"this transaction the said Drew agrees to deposit with 
"said Rothschilds, or with Drexel. Morgan & Co. of New 
"York assignment and subrogation within sixty days 
"from tho date hereof, in order th«t (bin agreement may 
"he carried out immediately or within a reasonable time 
'"thereafter." 

"And the said Fry hereby agrees to purchase for the 
""sum of Six hundred and seventeen thousand six hun- 
dred and fifty -eight dollars ($617,658) or for such other 
"amount as may be agreed upon by the parties to said 
"decree or fixed by the said Court, the said decree of 
"Francis Voee, and in addition thereto agrees to pur- 
chase all the, coupons of the bonds of the Florida Rail- 
"roads, that are included in said decree or that may be 
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"ascertained by the Master, under the said court, to be a 
"proper Hen upon ] le said Fund, pitivrKu: the same 
"shall not exceed in principal and interest the balance of 
"Nine hundred thousand dollars (1900,000), which may 
"remain after payment of the amount due to said Francis 
"Vose as aforesaid. 

"D. And Samuel A. Swann, Agent as aforesaid, agreeB as 
"such Agent to sell to said John H. Fry Three million 
"acres of the public lands of the State of Florida, 
"to be located in accordance with the terms of his said 
"agency, for tbe sum of !Nine hundred thousand dollars 
"(f 900,000) United States Currency and further agrees 
"to accept payment of such purchase money in the mau- 
"ner hereinbefore set forth, subject to the approval of 
"the said Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
"Florida. 

"E. And the said Swann further agrees, and hereby binds 
"the said Trustees, that at the time of and concurrent 
"with the payment of such purchase money, in the 
"manner specified, full and complete conveyances suf- 
"ficient to vest the right and title of such lands in fee 
"simple, free from all incumbrance, shall be made to 
"said Fry or to his legal representatives in that Iwhalf. 

"It is further agreed by the said John H. Fry that the 
^purchase money herein named, shall be paid, as herein 
"set forth, within sixty days (or a reasonable extension 
"for good cause shown) from the day on which said Fry 
"shall have been furnished with a properly certified and 
"authenticated schedule, approved and signed by said 
"Trustees and by each creditor, or by the proper officer of 
"said Court, setting forth the actual amount to be paid 
"to said Vose and to earh of the other creditors of the 
"said Trustees, whose claims in auv way constitute, or 
"may constitute, a lien charge or claim upon the said 
"Three million acres of land hereby sold to said Fry, or 
"that can cloud his title thereto, unfler this purchase; 
"and thirty days at least, or a lonper time if required 
"shall be allowed to such Trustees or their Agent to 
'make out ond deliver such schedule to said Fry, and in 

the meantime it is stipulated that no party to this agree- 
'ment shall take any steps calculated to delay or prevent 

"its performance, or contrary to the letter, a'nd spirit of 
'this contract.*' 



.. 
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"And the said John H. Fry, in consideration of the 
"premises, binds himself to a faithful performance of 
'this agreement under the following penalties — In case 
"the said Fry fails, through hie own negligence refusal 
"or inability, to purchase and pay for the said Vose de- 
"cree the sum of Six hundred and seventeen thousand 
"six hundred and fifty eight dollars ^(>17,<558) or such 
"other sum as may be settled by the parties thereto, or 
"fixed by the said Court as due thereupon, within the 
"time fixed by this contract for the payment of the pur- 
chase money of the lands herein sold, then the said 
".John H. Fry hereby agrees and binds himself, his repre- 
sentatives in business, his heirs executors and assigns, 
"to pay to Francis Vose. Esqr., the sum of ten thousand 
"pounds (£10,000) sterling ns forfeit, and in case the 
"said Fry shall fail, through his own fault or refusal, to 
"pay the said purchase money in accordance with the 
"terms of this contract then he likewise hinds himself 
"his heirs executors and assigns to pay to the said 
"Samuel A. Swann, Agent as aforesaid, the further sum 
"of ten thousand pounds (£10,000) Sterling, as forfeit 
"money, and as security for such some, hereby agreed to 
' be forfeited as penalties, the said Fry agrees to deposit 
"ten Thousand pounds (£10,000) with the RotbehiMs, 
"Bankers, London, or with Drexel. Morgan & Co. of Nt;w 
"Y«rk at hit option and the further sum of ten thousand 
"pounds (£10,000) with Brown Shipley & Co. of London 
"or with Drexel. Morgan & Co. of Mew York, at his op- 
tion, within twenty days from the date upon which ha 
"shall be furnished with the schedule of liens and claims 
"hereinbefore described Provided that said schedule shall 
"show the charges and liens against the lands herein 
"contracted for to amount in the aggregate of principal 
"and interest to a sum not exceeding Mine hundred 
"thousand dollars ($000,000).*' 

"In Wttne$* whereof, the parties to this contract have 
"hereto set their h«nds and seals the day and year above 
"written as the d;ife of this agreement.*'* 
"In the presence of (Signed.) 
I Signed) "JOHN H. FRY.*' (L. S.) 

"J. H. STEDWELL." "JOHN T. DREW, (L. 8.) 
"JOHN DAY." Attorney in fact for Francis 

Vose," 
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'■As to clauses A. B, C. D. * E.. ^ 

but with respect to other parts "SAMUEL A. SWANN 

of this agreement subject en- I (L. S.) 

• i 1-. ._ ■■ _„ la 1.1 tii «< 



Special Agt. Trustees 
I. I. Fund State Fin." 



tirely to the audit and ap- 
proval of the Trustees of the 
I. I. Fund of Fla." 

Letter* wen also received from John T. Drew, Esquire, 
as of counsel for Mr. Francis Vose. advising that Ihc 
amount due to Mr. Vose lie Used under a special agree- 
ment and tli at payment of such amount be secured there- 
under from the sale of 3.WMMKW acres of land, and also 
enclosing a special agreement prepared to cover the case, 
iu the word)- 1 and figures following towit: 

"WHEREAS. Tlit 1 Florida RailEOad Vtt sold to 'E. N. 
"Dickerson and Associates' on the Sixth day of October 
'•one thousand eight hit ud red and sixty-six by the Trus- 
'•tees of 'The Internal Improvement Fund of Florida' 
'•under tliird section of Act of Hecember 29th, 1854, ap- 
'- proved by the Cover nor of Florida January 6th, 1855 
'•and entitled "An Act to provide for and encourage a 
'-liberal system of Internal Improvements in this State' 
"said sale having been made because the said Florida 
"Railroad had faiUd to pay the interest upon passed due 
'coupons of its guaranteed bonds and had also failed to 
'-provide Ihe specified 'one per cent' of its bonded debt 
"due to 'the Sinking Fund* as required under the afore- 
'said Act of 1854.*' 

"AND WHEREAS one Francis Vo.se, Esquire, a citizen 
'■of the United States and a resident of the State of New 
'•York was the owner of one hundred and ninety-five 
"thousand dollars of the bonds of said Florida Railroad 
* : ivnd refused to participate in the purchase of said Rail 
'•Road or to take tlie twenty per cent, of the amount of 
'-his honlls in full settlement of the same as provided for 
'under the sale of E. X, Dickerson and Associates." 
'•AND WHEREAS the said Vose did institute suit in the 
'•United States Circuit Court for the Northern District 
"of Florida and has finally obtained a decree and judg- 
ement against the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
'Fund of Florida for the full amount of the coupons 
'•owned by him the said Vose together with the specified 
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"interest thereon together with all legal costs expenses 
"of Buit claimed by said Vose to amount to six hundred 
"and seventeen thousand six hundred and fifty-eight 
"dollars United States currency ($617,658) ■ 

f'AND WHEREAS the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida are anxious to have the said 
"decree and judgment of the said Vose liquidated at an 
"early day in order that the remaining lands held by 
"said Trustees may be made available for matters of in- 
ternal improvement as provided for under the Act of 
"December 29th. 1854— AND WHEREAS the said Trus- 
tees have appointed Samuel A. Swann Esquire of Florida 
"an Agent of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
"provement Fund of Florida to sell three millions acres 
" ( 3,000,000) of lands of Florida in order to procure the 
"necessary funds to liquidate the said Vose decree and 
"other equitable claims made upon the said Trustees. 
"AND WHEREAS John T. Drew. Esquire, of Counsel for 
"Francis Vose, Esquire, is now in Europe and is acting 
"with said Swann in an endeavor to sell three millions 
"3,000,000 acres of lands as aforesaid to certain parties 
"whom the said Drew claims are ready to purchasa the 
"said Vose decree under certain conditions and exchange 
"the same for Florida Lands at Thirty Cents United 
"States Currency per acre. NOW THEREFORE to faeili- 
"tate the sale of said lands and to Eiqnidate the Vose de- 
"cree by means of such sale and to fix the amount that the 
"Trustees are willing to allow the said Vose under said 
"decree Provided the sale of three million acres 3.000,000 
"is made as aforesaid and at not less than thirty cents an 
"acre United States currency. IT IS HEREBY AGREED 
"by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
"Florida and by Francis Vose Esquire of New York that 
"in full settlement of all his legal and equitable rights 
'and claims under said decree of whatever nature against 
"the Board of Trustees of The Internal Improvement 
"Fund of Florida or The State of Florida or The Florida 
"Rail Road save as to the principal of said bonds owned 
"by said Vose which become due in 1801 and are not pro- 
vided for under said decree, there shall be paid to the 
"said Francis Vose, out of the proceeds of the sale of 
"said three millions (3,000,000) acres of lands to be sold 
''by Samuel A. Swann Agent of the Board of Trustees of 
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"the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida as aforesaid, 
"the sum of six hundred and seventeen thousand six 
"hundred and fifty-eight dollars ($617,658) in liquidation 
"of the decree and judgment of said Vose (a copy of 
"which decree is hereunto annexed) marked Exhibit A." 

"The said sum of $617,65S is claimed 1 by the eaid VoBe 
''and his counsel as equitably due the said Vose under 
"said decree, and includes payment of all coupons due ox 
"that may become due upon the Florida Rail Road bonds 
"held by said Vose <a list of said bonds and Coupons is 
'•hereunto attached marked 'Exhibit B') together with 
"all interest upon said passed due coupons and all legal 
"and equitable expenses of the said Vose in the suit 
"aforesaid." 

"IT IS ALSO AGREED by the Trustees of the rn.ernal 
"Improvement Fund of Florida that upon the surrender of 
"the said decree of Francis Vose or his subrogee under 
"the regular legal formalities for such cases made and 
"provided, the said Trustees will allow the sum of six 
"hundred and seventeen thousand six hundred and fifty 
"eight dollars United States Currency $617,658 in liqui- 
dation of said surrendered decree, to apply towards the 
"payment of Nine Hundred thousand dollars United 
"States Curreney ($906,600) the stipulated price of the 
"three million acres (3.000.000) of lands to be sold as 
"aforesaid by Samuel A. Swaun Agent for said Trustees; 
"or the said Trustees will convey by warranty deed to 
"the said Francis Vose or his legal subrogee to all his 
"rights under said judgment and decree, three million 
"acres ( 3.000.000 1 of lands under the regulations and 
"conditions laid down in the instructions of Samnel A. 
"Swann Agent of said Trustees; — Upon the proper but- 
"render of the said Vose decree and the payment of two 
"hundred and eighty two thousand three hundred and 
"forty two dollars 1*2*2.342) U. S. Currency to the said 
"Trustee**." 

"It is mutually agreed by all parties hereto that after 
"this agreement lias been duly executed -by all parties 
"hereto, the same shall he deposited with the The Roth- 
"childs. Bankers. London. England in Escro. until the 
"sale of said three million acres of lands of Florida as 
"aforesaid, and to be delivered to the parties in interest 
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"after such sale or to be cancelled in the event of a failure 
"to make such sale." 

"Given under our hands this day of 

"one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven at the 
"City of Tallahassee, Florida, U. 8. A." 

"The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
"Florida Bv" 

(L. 8.) 
(L. S.) 
• iL. 8.) 
(L. 8.) 
(L. 8.) 

"Cftven under my hand this day of 

"one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven at the 
"City of New York. IT. S. A. Reserving to myself the 
"right to designate Brown Bros, of New York instead of 
"the Rothschilds London, England." 

(Signed.) "F. VQ8E." 
As John T. Drew, Esquire, is expected to be in Talla- 
hassee shortly to (onfer with the Trustees respecting the 
proposed agreements, the letters and accompanying due? 
u it if ii is were postponed until his arrival. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, September 27, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were ready, imendijd 
and approved. 

Notice having t»een received from John T. Drew 
Esquire, that he cannot be present to confer personally 
with the Trustees with regard to the agreements pro- 
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posed to the Board rt-npecting the sale of lands in Enrope 
aod the disposal of the proceeds in connection with the 
Vose decree, the Board proceeded to consider the agree- 
ments submitted at the last meeting of the Board, one 
signed by John H. Fry. John T. Drew. Attorney in fact 
for Francis Vose, and Samuel A. Swann, as agent of the 
Trustees, and the other signed by Francis Vose and sub- 
mitted for the signatures of the Trustees. 

On motion, both submitted agreements were disapprov- 
ed by the Board, and the Secretary instructed to inform 
Mr. J. T. Drew and Mr. Samuel A. Swann of Bucb. dis- 
approval, and Gov. Drew and Mr. Corley were requested 
to proceed to New York to confer with Mr. Vose and his 
attorney. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 
Attest • 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Talhdtaesee, Florida. October 30. 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Oohimbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George V. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read, amended 
and approved. 

Gov. Drew and Mr. Corley made a verbal report of 
their conference in New York with Mr. Vose and J. T. 
Drew. Esq., his attorney, from which it appears that Mr, 
Vose concurs with the Trustees respecting the proper 
course to be pursued with regard to the funds in the event 
of a sale of land* io parties in Europe by Samuel A. 
Swann, the Agent of the Trustees. After conferring with 
Messrs. Vose and Drew. Mr. Corley addressed the follow- 
ing letter to Mr. Swaan: 
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New York. October 17, 1877. . 
Samuel A. Swann. Esq.. 

15 New Cavendish St reft, 
London, England. 

Pear Sir: 

Several letters have been received from you respecting 
lotir progress in negotiating tlie sale of lands belonging 
to the Internal Improvement Fund, but none of theiu 
called fur any official action by the Trustees except that 
enclosing a "Contract of purchrfse of lands and settle- 
ment of ■ certain Decree and Judgment."' signed by John 
H. Fry, by John T. Drew, Attorney of Francis Vose, and 
Tit yourself a* the Agent of the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. That contract is disapproved and it 
herewith returned. I cannot say that there is anything 
objectionable in the terms of the contract, but the Trns- 
ices are not willing to go outside of their official duties 
and become parties to any agreement between Mr. Vose 
and any purchaser of bis decree. That is a matter en- 
tirely lietween the interested parties. 

Gov, Dww and myself came on to New York at the 
request of the Board to confer with Mr. Yose and his At- 
torney. John T. Ttrew. Esq., and since arriving here have 
received your letter of the 27th nit. addressed to me at 
Tallahassee and forwarded to me here. I am glad to no- 
tice that you are confident of success. 

It seems from your letters that an impression exist* 
in England that the validity of any sale by the Trustees 
would depend upon the subsequent discharge of Mr. 
Vose"s claim with the purchase money; and you suggest 
that the Trustees agree upon a certain fixed amount as 
due Mrt Yose, in order that you may be able to show that 
llie purchase money would pay off the whole debt, etc. If 
yon will look carefully into the orders of the court yon 
will find that you want the Trustees to do precisely what 
Mr. Vose got the Court to prohibit them from doing. Tbp 
lien upon the lands of which you speak was not created 
by the decree of the Court, but by the Act of the Legisln- 
ture of January 6. 1S55. and the decree of the Court was 
1o enforce the lien already created by the Statute, To 
assure a proper application of the Fund to the discharge 
of all claims made a lien on the lands, the Board of 
Trustees was by the Internal Improvement Act vested 
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-with power to fix the price and sell the lands and pay 
the liabilities. The suit by Mr. Vose and others was 
inslituted to compel the Trustees to discharge this duty. 
This the Court ordered, and the power of the Trustees to 
fix the price and sell the lands has never been interfered 
with by the Court, bat, on the contrary, they have been 
directed to continue in the discharge of that duty. But 
the Court did take from the Trustees the right to decide 
upou any claim against the fnnd, either as to validity or 
amount.* The Trustee* simply sell the land and pay the 
money into Court. The Court distributes the Fund. You 
see therefore that we can not take upon ourselves to ad- 
just any of the claims against the Internal Improvement 
Fund. We are simply trying to raise the money to ena- 
ble the Court to have all just claims discharged. Bnt I 
enclose herewith a certificate of A. Doggett, Special Mas- 
ter, showing the total amount of coupons now filed to be 
$687,447.83. not including interest on those filed since 
December 1876. The whole amount may be set down in 
round numbers at f700,0(M). This, of course, does not 
*«]ude the claim of Mr. Vose for costs and fees. What- 
eer may be allowed him by the Court under that head, 
and ordered to be paid from the Fund, must be first 
Bettled, 

But I have written these things rather to recall you to 
a fult understanding of the powers and duties of the 
Trustees than to enable you to remove the misconceptions 
of other parties. The questions need not be material in 
your negotiations. The Trustees do not care to touch a 
dollar of the purchase money until the Court has made 
its orders, and not then unless a surplus is left after pay- 
ing all legal claims. You have full power to make a con- 
tract for sale with any purchaser who will deposit the 
purchase money (less your commissions) in any responsi- 
ble Banking House in New York subject to the orders of 
the Circuit Court of the United States for the 5th Judi- 
cial Circuit in the suit of Francis Vosb et al vs. The 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund et al. In 
fact, the Trustees would prefer that you should make a 
contract of that kind. We would thereby be relieved 
from the responsibility of handling the money — the cred- 
itors could have their claims paid as soon as adjusted — 
and the purchaser would feel secure about his title. But 
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in tbis matter exercise your own judgment. Your power* 
are general and full. You cau best decide upon the de- 
tails. 

Yours verv respectfully. 

HUGH A. COBLEY, 
Commissioner of Lands & Immigration. 

On motion, the foregoing letter was unanimously ap- 
proved by the Board. 

The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
from Sydney I. Wayles, Esq., of Washington, asking 
Commissions to represent the State before the different 
departments of the government in Washington to ascer- 
tain what is due to the State from the United States, and 
also authority to collect the amount due to the Pensacola 
and Georgia Railroad Company for transporting the 
mails in the years 18C6 & 18K7. 

The Attorney General was requested to reply to Mr. 
Wayles with reference to the claim of the Pensacola and 
Georgia Railroad Company; and His Excellency, the 
Governor, was recommended to send commissions to Mr. 
Wayles to represent the State before the War and I^and 
Departments; and the Secretary was instructed to for- 
ward such commissions with a letter explaining the 
wishes and opinions of the Trustees concerning the exe- 
cution of said commissions. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board a com- 
munication from Brigadier General S. V. Benet; Chief 
of Ordnance, with respect to the Chattahoochee Arsenal, 
as follows, to-wit : 

Ordnance Office, War Department, 
Washington, October 25, 1877. 
The Attorney General of the State of Florida, 

Tallahassee, Florida. 

Sir: 

The Judge Advocate General of the Army, to whom 
Has been referred your communications of August 28 
and Sept. 15, has expressed to the Secretary of War an 
opinion that the State authorities of Florida having been 
in actual occupation of the lands and buildings of the 
Apalachicola (or Chattahoochee) Arsenal at the date of 
the Act of Congress of Dec. 15, 1870, donating them to 
the State for Educational purposes, the United States 

15 I. L 
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could not thereafter sell the same as their own property. 
He also holds, upon the strength of 11th Vol. opinions of 
the Attorney General, p. 49. that no formal deed* NT* nee- 
emarv to be* given to the Stale of Florida under Ihe <aid 
Act. * 

The Secretary of War hat* thereupon decided "that no 
action seems to l»e necessary in this case but to take a 
receipt for the property which has been lawfully turned 
over." 

The "Lands" nf the Apalachienla Arsenal were re- 
nerved by the President of the United States from the 
public domain under dates of November 3. 1832, and Oc- 
tober 30, 1833. imd will lie found fully described in the 
records of the "Ijind District of the West Territory of 
Florida" for I hose years. 

The "buildings" located on those lands on December 
15, 1870. necessarily go with the lands into the ownership 
of the State. 

The "appurtenances" of the lands are embraced in a 
deed of J. \V. King, Attorney for Daniel Matchetf, dated 
February 17. 1H34. and recorded in Book B. p. 37, in the 
Clerk's Office of Gadsden County Court. 

In pursuance of the decision of the Secretary of War. 
I have therefore to request that the proper authorities 
constituting the Board of Internal Improvement of the 
State of Florida, will file in this office a suitable ac- 
knowledgment of receipt of the foregoing property which 
has been turned over to them. 

Respectfully. Your obedient servant. 
;< Signed) S. V. BENET, Brigadier General. 

Chief of Ordnance. 

On motion, the Attorney (Jenerai was requested to pre 
pare an acknowledgment of receipt of the property 
mentioned for the signature of the Trustees, and also to 
obtain a certified copy of the deed of J. W. King, Attor- 
ney for Daniel Mntehett, referred to in the foregoing 
communication. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from 
Samuel Pawn, Esq.. inquiring whether the suit with re- 
gard to the cedar cut by Mr. Merrill and seized by the 
Sheriff of Wakulla County can be settled out of court 
upon payment of Mr. Merrill of stumpage thereon; and 
also a letter from Mr. Pasco to John A. Henderson, Esq., 
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Attorney for the Trustees in said rase, making similar 
inquiries, which letter had \tevn referred by Mr. Hender- 
son to the TrtiBteea for instructions. 

The Hoard decided that they would not settle- the ease 
on the terms proposed ; and the Secretary was instructed 
to ndvi«> Messrs. Pasco and Henderson of BUch decision. 

The following hills were presented, approved and or- 
dered to be paid : 

C. A. Bryan, Clerk of Leon Circuit Court, for copy of 
hill in case of W, P. Hembert vs. the Trustees — 918.60. 

W. <!. Stewart. Postmaster at Tallahassee. for Post- 
age and Box rent for Salesman's office — 921.40. 

Alonm Fowle, Publisher of Florida Immigrant, for 
subscription for Soptemlier and October, and postage — 
9145.00. 

A lfftter was received from II. P. Ja-kson, Sheriff of 
Levy County, respecting fill) returned by him from 
moneys received for stunipage on account of exj»ense8. 
which was not allowed by the Hoard, and requesting that 
all or a part of said expenses be allowed, or that time be 
given hi in to send up the money; which letter was post- 
poned until another meeting of the Board. 

The hill of George It, Frisbee. County Purveyor of Clay 
County, for surveying land supposed to be trespassed 
upon at the request of Hie Sheriff, amounting to 95.00 
was presented, approved and ordered to be paid. 

An application was received from E. M. Lee. of Hamil- 
ton County, for the cancellation of the entry made by him 
January S, 187G. of the South East quarter of the North 
West quarter of Section 29,. Township 1, South, Range 
15 East, which land was not the property of the Interna! 
Improvement Fund, which application was accompanied 
with a deed relinquishing to the Trustees his title to the 
land — Whereupon, it utift ordered that said entry be 
cancelled, and that the Treasurer refund to said E. M. 
Lee the sum of forty dollars, the amount paid by said 
Lee as the purchase money for said land. 

An application was received from William IT. Sharp 
for the correction or cancellation of Entry No. 7230 made 
by him on the 14th day of December. 1875. It appears 
that said Sharp desired to enter the XWJ of SWJ of Sec- 
tion 3. Township 20, South. Range 17. East, which land 
was then Internal Improvement Land priced at 91.50 per 
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acre— that he received a deed for the corresponding tract 
in Township 20, South. Range 13, East, there being no 
such township in the State— that this supposed tract wai 
sold to him at fl.llil ]>er acre, amounting to $37.20— that 
the land intended i» he entered by said Sharp was sub- 
sequent l.v entered and paid for by Cyprian- T. Jenkins— 
And the said Sharp having returned the deed erroneously 
executed to him, it ica* ordered, that said entry be can- 
celed, and the purchase money refunded. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A, OORLEY, Secretary. 






Tallahassee, Florida, November 7, 1877. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwyun, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Application was received from Walter C. Maloney, Jr., 
of Key West, on behalf of Edward Bell asking that said 
Bell be allowed a special preemption upon the E£ of SEJ 
and Lot No. 2 of Section 9, Lot No. 4 of Section 10, and 
Lots Nos. 1 & 2 of Section 15, in Township 60, South, 
of Range 40, East containing 219.47 acres, notwithstand- 
ing be has not settled upon the land, and notwithstand- 
ing said Lots contain more than one hundred and sixty 
acres, he alleging that he has settled npon his own land 
in Section 16 adjoining said Lots; that all of said Lota 
are necessary for a full enjoyment of the privileges prop- 
rrly belonging tr> his property in Section 16; and that 
the other person has settled or improved the Lots applied 
for. 

Ordered. That the Salesman allow a preemption on 
said lands to Mr. Bell upon his making an affidavit that 
the lands applied for do not embrace the residence, cul- 
tivated lands or improvements of any other person. 
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The proposition of Col. Theodore C. Cone to be ap- 
pointed agent of the State before the Land Department 
io Washington was taken up for consideration. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify Col. Cone that the 
Trustees decline to make the appointment. 

A letter was received from H. F. Hammon to whom thfl 
Board bad agreed to sell from 3.CKM Tn 5,000 a<*reB of 
land in Township 42, South, Rang* 42, East, aud Town- 
Bhips 41 and 42, South Range 43, East at a reduced 
price for the purpose of drainage, asking that the time be 
extended until November, 1878. 

Ordered. That the extension asked for be granted. 

A petition was received from a large number of citi- 
zens residing near Lake Apopka asking that the swamp 
and overflowed lands lying north of said lake be granted 
to them as a corporation on condition that they drain 
Baid lands and dig a navigable canal from Lake Apopka 
to Lake Dora, which was read and the consideration 
thereof postponed for the preBent 

The following letter from William C. Brown, of Tampa 
addressed to Mr. Cor ley was laid before "he Board. 

Tampa, Florida, Oct, 26th, 1877. 
Hon. H. A. Corley, 

Com'r Lands, etc., 

Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dear Sir: 

I have another proposition to make to you or to the 
Board. It is to this effect: That if yon will furnish me 
with maps showing the State lands. I will attend to the 
business of entering lands without any charge to the 
State or Board, and only charge the parties here (1) one 
cent per acre for making the entries in addition to the 
money order fee and 3 cents postage on each entry, and 
will give a bond for the safe keeping and return of the 
maps. This would be an accommodation to the people 
here, and they would be willing to pay me the fees above 
stated. 

Respectfully. 

WM. C. BROWN. 
Ordered, That the proposition of Mr. Brown be ac- 
cepted provided the Salesman can conveniently furnish 
the plats. 
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A letter wiie received from M. C. Pickett of Apalachl- 
cota, asking that a survey be made of certain unsurveyed 
swamp hinds lying near Lake Winiico, which was read 
and the consideration thereof postponed. 

The following Will* were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid. 

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner, etc., for traveling ex- 
penses to New York, Washington and back at the request 
of the Board $1811.(13. 

Governor George F. Drew, for traveling expenses to 
New York, Washington and back at the request of the 
Board $180,110. 

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, for back numbers of Copp's 
Land owner and fur telegraphing fti.lll. 

>f. A. Williams, for commissions on sales of lands 
made by him at Jacksonville in September and October 
133.74. 

(ieorge I*. Riinev for telegraphing $1.35. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 



Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary, 



President- 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 20, 1877. 
The Hoard met in the Executive Office, 
Present: tleorge F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
< ieorge P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands St 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

A notice was received from the Register and Receiver 
of the United State* Land Office at Gainesville that com- 
plaint had been entered at that office by Charles Moore 
against the State of Florida, alleging that Lot No. 4 of 
Section 10. in Township 43. South, of Range 43, East, in 
Dade County. Florida, is not Bwamp nor overflowed 
land, with a view to the cancellation of the claim of the 
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said State to the above described tract of land, and smii- 
nioning the State lo appear at tbe office of Charles II. 
Newman. Notary Public, at Fettusville, Volusia County 
on the 15th of Jannary. 1878 at 10 o'clock. A. M., to re- 
»]iond and furnish testimony concerning the true char- 
acter of said land. 

Which was referred to the Commissioner of Lauds & 
Immigration. 

Several letters were read from Samuel A. Swann, re- 
specting his progress in the proposed sale of lands in 
Europe. 

A letter from D. T. Mclntyre respecting the difficulty 
in the way of granting lands to aid the construction of 
the St. Johns, Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad Company, 
and inquiring into tbe facts and points of law presented 
in the Vose suit, was read and referred to the Attorney 
General. 

A bill of Philip Walter. Clerk of the United States 
Court, for certified copy of bill filed against the Trus- 
tees and others by R. H. Johnson, amounting to 921.00 
was presented, approved and ordered to be paid. 

Dr. H. C. Howard, on behalf of the Gainesville. Ocala 
and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, appeared be- 
fore the Board and made a proposition that the Trustees 
sell to said Company alternate sections of State lands 
for six miles on each side of said road and branches at 
five cents per acre, euch contract not to go into effect un- 
til tbe claims of Vose and others against tbe Internal 
Improvement Fund are settled, or the Trustees relieved 
therefrom by an order of Court. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolccd, That whenever the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company shall file a plat of 
their route to Tampa and Charlotte Harbor, the lands of 
the Internal Improvement Fund lying within six miles 
ou each side of the route, and embraced in the odd num- 
bered sections, will be reserved from sale for six mouths, 
and if at the end of that period, said Company shall have 
constructed twenty miles of said road, and made uroof 
thereof to this Board, said lands shall be reserved until 
the next meeting of the Legislature for the action of that 
body. 



Mr. Rixford, President, and Mr. Farrell. Engineer, of 
the Santa Fe Canal Company, appeared before the Board 
and explained the objects, plana and purposes of the 
work now being prosecuted by that Company, and in- 
quired what aid in public lands, or what encouragement 
otherwise the Trustees could extend to the Company. 
Without taking action thereon, the Board adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 21, 1877. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The petition on behalf of (he Santa Fe Canal was taken 
up for consideration. The Trustees unanimously ex- 
pressed themselves in favor of the enterprise a" one emi- 
nently calculated to promote the settlement and advance 
the interest of a portion of the State now inconveniently 
situated with respect to transportation, and one which 
should receive encouragement: but. inasmuch as the 
lands and proceeds of the Internal Improvement Fund 
cannot he appropriated in aid thereof, the Board con Id 
only endorse tlie scheme and recommend it to favorable 
consideration. 

Ordered. That the Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration communicate to Mr. Rixford. the President of the 
Company, the action of this Hoard. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Be it restnhed htf the Trusters of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida. Tlitit His Excellency, the Gover- 
nor, he requested to nrpe upon our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress to use their efforts to procure from 
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the Cong?* 88 of the United States a renewal of the grants 
of land made to Florida by the Act of May 17, 1856, bo 
far as the same have not been already conveyed under 
the provisions of said act; and to have the grant in aid 
of the construction of a road from Amelia Island to 
Tampa bay extended so as to include a road to Char- 
lotte Harbor. 

The following bills were presented, allowed, and or- 
dered paid: 
John McDou gall— Stationery for Salesman's of flee, f 29.10 

W. G. Stewart, postage stamps 3.00 

Alonzo Fowle, binding book of receipts 3.00 

Hugh A. Corley, traveling expenses to Wakulla 

Court attending case of timber seizure 8.00 

Entry Xo. 8293 of NWJ of SEJ Sec. 10, Township 1, N, 
Range 8, East, 40 acres, made by J. J. Rutherford, Octo- 
ber 4, 1877. was cancelled, said land not belonging to the 
Internal Improvement Fund, and the said Rutherford 
having returned his certificate of purchase, and the 
Treasurer was instructed to refund the purchase money 
(forty dollars). 

John F. Halt having on the 5th January, 1876, en- 
tered the F4 of NEJ Sect ion. 33. Township' 22, South, 
Range 21, East, and. received deed therefor; and having 
applied to change said entry to the SW} of NE^ and 
Nff| of SEJ of same section ; and having made the affi- 
davit required by the regulations of the Board and a 
<leed reconvening the land originally entered to the 
Trustees, It is ordered. That the change of entry be made. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of E. J. 
Berry, Timber .Agent, dated Nov. 0. Among other things 
he reported trespasses committed as follows : By Oant. 
George W. Moody, 1,625.000 feet; by Henry A. Wyse 50M 
feetj by George F. Nutter 219,009 feet, with lists designat- 
ing places and dates. 

Ordered, That the report of E. J. Berry. Timber Agent, 
be referred to the Attorney General for advice with re- 
gard to legal proceedings against the trespassers. 

A letter was read written by W. H. Milton, State At- 
torney for the First Circuit, to the Comptroller, asking 
approval of an agreement to arbitrate a matter of con- 
troversy between the Sheriff of Walton County, represent- 
ing the State, and Fountain J. White, with regard to- 
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rertain timber alleged to have been rut on State land by 
»aid White, the matters to be submitted to arbitration 
being whether the timber was rut upon State laud, and 
if so, how much and the value. 

The following resolution was adopted 

Resolved by the Board of Trustee* of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund. That the agreement for arbitration in a 
suit pending in the Circuit Court of Walton County in 
which James n. Rice, the Sheriff of said County and 
ex officio Timber Agent, is complainant on behalf of the 
State of Florida, and Fountain J. White, is defendant, 
in which the matters submitted are whether the timber 
involved in said suit was cut upon State land, and if so, 
the quantity and value thereof; which said agreement baa 
been submitted for approval by W. H, Milton, State At- 
torney, be and the same is approved by this Board eo far 
as the same may relate to the lands lie longing to the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund. 

On motion, the Commissioner of Lands & Immigration, 
was authorized to employ an assistant to prepare plats 
of the lands in West Florida for the use of the Timber 
Agent. 

The letter of M. C. Pickett was taken up for considera- 
tion and it was 

Ordered. That the Commissioner of Lands & Immigra- 
tion be authorized to contract with a competent surveyor 
for the survey of Township 8, South, Range 9, West. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREU4 

President. 

Attest : 

HIJGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, December 7th, 1.877. 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present ; George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
The Attorney General was elected Secretary pro tern. 
Tbe minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 
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The Governor submitted to the Hoard letter* and pa- 
pers received by him from John T, Drew, making a prop- 
osition to surrender to the Board all coupons outstanding 
guaranteed by the Internal Improvement Fund for four 
million acres of land, to be conveyed on the surrender of 
the coupons to be made withiu four month*. After con- 
sideration of tbe proposition it was ordered that the same 
lie laid over for further consideration at an early meet- 
ing of the Board, when Mr. Corley should be present. 

A letter from H. C. Howard. President of the G. O. * 
C. II. R. R. Company, November 26, 1877. to the Governor, 
asking the transfer to the company of alternate sec- 
tions of U. 8. lands in case they should be granted to the 
Trustees by Congress, and a telegram from R. G. Inger- 
soll, from Washington, D. C, dated the 6th inst. to Hon. 
Hugh A. Corley, asking if tbe assurance of the Trustees, 
asked by Mr. Howard could be expected, was laid befors 
the Board and after due consideration tbe Attorney Gen- 
eral was directed to send and did send the following tele- 
gram to Mr. Ingersoll : 

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 7, 1877. 
To R. G. Ingersoll, 

Washington, D. C. 

Trustees can not give the assurance. Will mail copy 
of resolution passed on the subject by Board, when How- 
ard was here. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 

The Attorney General submitted copy of letter vrit- 
ten by him to D. T. Mclntyre, Mat toon, Illinois, under 
resolution of the Board of November 20, 1877, which was 
ordered to be placed among the files of the Board. 

A letter from R. W. Renter, President of the J. 8t. Al 
& I. R. R. & N. Co., submitting proposition and form of 
contract for the sale of alternate section of lands lying 
east of the St. Johns river and other lands to said com- 
pany at one cent per acre, and proposing that the Trus- 
tees apply to the U. S. Circuit Court, at Jacksonville, to 
rescind so much of tbe order now in force against the 
Board of Trustees sr will enable the Board to accept such 
proposition, was received and after due consideration it 
was unanimously Resolved, that the proposition be re- 
jected, and that the Secretary inform Mr. Reuter. 

The matter of the revocation of the appointment of 
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Samuel A. Swann as agent to sell lands, made April 27th 
1877, was considered at some length, and the Attorney 
CJeneral wan directed to file the following letter pre- 
pared by him : 

Tallahassee, Fla., December 7th, 1877. 
Samuel A. Swann, Esq., 

No. 27 New Cavendish Street, 
London, England. 
Dear Sir: 

I am instructed by the Board of Trustees to Bay that 
it is with great reluct an re that they become impressed 
with the belief, that the chances of your making a suc- 
cessful sale of the Internal Improvement lands, under 
yonr agency as constituted by the resolution of the Board, 
passed April 27th, A. P. 1877, are very unpromising. The 
Board feel that unless you have pending a negotiation 
for a sale of land, or laud warrants, which promises an 
early and pretty certainly successful issue, it is better 
that you should not keep either on the market after the 
first proximo. 

The Board write this, because they feel that they caa 
hardly hope for any better success at any reasonably early 
day, than you have had since your arrival in England last 
summer. They recognize with a sense of sincere and 
grateful approval your efforts to effect the purpose of 
yonr mission and particularly as they fully believe that 
you would hare succeeded, but for the interference of Mr. 
Vose and others. 

You will please telegraph the Board at its expense be- 
tween the 2"ith inst. and 1st proximo, whether or not a 
revocation of your agency, on the first proximo, will de- 
feat any negotiations promising the success indicated 
above. 

The Board do not wish to do you any injustice, but they 
cannot now see from your letters, or* the former results, 
of your undertnikng, any hope for any even comparatively 
early success; and they believe that there are still parties 
working secretly against the success of the sale, with 
the hope of benefiting schemes they have, involving lands 
of the fund. 
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The Board thick that you, in all probability, feel that 
the chances of success are, at least, quite remote. 

Very respectfully, 
Your ob'd't serv't. 

GEO. V. RANEY. 
Attorney General. 

A communication from Thomas H. Wagstaff to the Gov- 
1 ernor enclosing letter from Baron de Wagstaff, and sub- 
mitting proposition to issue land floats to the West 
Florida & Mobile Rail Road Company was received and 
after being considered final action thereon was postponed 
to some future day. 
Tbe Board then adjourned. 

GEO. V. DREW, 

President. 

Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Bee. pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 8th, 1877. 
The Board met in the. Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The Attorney General acting as Secretary pro tem. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read & ap- 
proved. 

The letter of the Attorney General to R. G. IngersoH 
transmitting copy of resolution of November 21st, 1877, 
requesting the Governor to urge upon our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to use their efforts to pro- 
cure from Congress a renewal of the grants of land made 
to Florida by the act of May 17th, 1856, &c, was read and 
approved. 

The Attorney General wns directed to request Henry 
K. Jackson, Charles H. Simon ton, Esqrs., to meet the 
Board on Thursday next in reference to the vacation of 
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the receivership in the Yose case. And the Governor re- 
quested to telegraph F. Vose to meet the Board at the 
tame time. 

GEO. F. DKEW, 

President. 
Attest: 

GEO. 1'. RANEY. 
i*ec. pro teui. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Decern her 17th, 1877. 

The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

"Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Geo rye P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The Attorney General acting as Secretary pro tern. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

A letter from Charles II. Situonton to the Attorney 
General hearing date 12th inst. in reply to one of the 
7th inst. from ihe Attorney General expressing the desire 
of the Board for a vacation of the orders in the Vose case 
in so far as they appoint a receiver, s:iid letter from 
Simonton expressing his entire accord in the matter, was 
read. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved. That the Attorney General is directed to take 
without delay such legal proceedings in the name and on 
behalf of this Board as may be necessary to secure a va- 
cation of all orders in the case of Francis Yose vs. The 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fnnd, pending in 
U. P. Circuit Court, Northern District of Florida appoint- 
ing Aristides Doggett Receiver of said fund or the pro- 
ceeds or net proceeds of sales of lands belonging to said 
fund, or any properties of said fnnd. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

"Rntalrril. That it is the sense of this Board that 1 lie 
claims made hy Francis Yose for compensation and re- 
imbursement and pay for services expenses and attorneys 
fees made iin-urred or paid or contracted to be paid hy 
him in the case of Francis Yose vs. Trustees of Internal 
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Improvemenl Fund is not a legal claim and should uot be 
paid, but slum lil lie resisted by the Attorneys of this 
Ki hi nl representing us as to the same with all legal and 
proper defenses. 

A letter of Mh inst. from S, C Andrews of Portland. 
Maine, to the Governor requesting information us to the 
terms upon which lands could be purchased was read and 
the Governor requested to acknowledge the same and the 
Commissioner of L;im.is and immigration to furnish Mr. 
Andrews with the desired information. 

letters from Thomas H. Wagstaff. President of West 
Florida K. R. Company enclosing copy of contract for 
purchase of Internal Improvement Lands and the con- 
struction of a railroad through West Florida, entered 
into between this Board and said Company Feby. 11. 
1878; and letter of Nov. 4th front Huron W- de Wagstaff 
were considered with a statement from Gen. W. D. 
Barnes; and tin* Governor requested to ask the said 
President of said Company and Gen. Barnes to meet on 
the 10th prux. to consult about the subject matter of 
said papers. 

Tbe proposition of John T. Drew mentioned in the min- 
utes of the 7th inst. and a similar proposition from 
Stanley Brown & Clarke Attorneys were considered and 
tbe I Son rd dec lined to accept either proposition and di- 
rected tbe Attorney General to communicate their decis- 
ion to the parties Mined. 

A communication of 11th inst. from J. A. Williamson 
Commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington 
asking a relinquishment of the Ki of SE± of Sec. 35, T. 
.'{*>. S., R. 40 E.. patented under the Act of September 28, 
1850 to the State and representing that the same was en- 
tered by O. B. Hart April 17. 1843., under the armed oc- 
cupation Act was referred to the Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration for investigation, 

A communication from R. W. Renter of Dec. 9th, 1877. 
proposing to purchase lands of Internal Improvement 
Fund east of St. John's river, &c. at 3 cts. per acre was 
considered and tbfi proposition refused. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

GEO. P. RAXEY, Atty. Geul. 

See. pro tem. 
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lallahassee, Fla., December 20, 1877. 
Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
On motion of the Attorney General Columbus Drew 
Comptroller was appointed President pro tem. 

On motion of the Attorney General Walter Gwynn was 
elected Secretary pro tem. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
KcKolred, That the Secretary pro tem Walter Gwynn 
be and is directed to furnish both Attorneys of the Board 
copies of all records and papers of the Board, which they 
may call for in the matter of applying for a vacation of 
the orders appointing Aristidea Doggett, Receiver in the 
case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida in the U. S. Circuit Court 
Northern Dist. of Florida and to certify the same. 

C. DREW, Comptroller, 

President pro tem. 
Attest* 

WALTER GWYNN, 
Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 11, 1878. 
Hlie Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration, 
The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Attorney General requested the instructions of the 
Board with regard to the time when the motion Bhould 
foe made for the discharge of the Receiver in the snit of 
Vose vs. The Trustees, in accordance with the resolution 
adopted on the 17th ult. and the Board advised that said 
motion he made at (he adjourned session of the U. S. 
Court in Jacksonville in Mav next. 



't. , 
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The Attorney General laid before the Board a letter 
from Gen. Henry K. Jackson, Attorney for E. C. Ander- 
son and others, recommending that the State of Florida 
and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund unite 
with other parties in applying to the Supreme Court of 
the United States for a consent decree in the case of the 
State and Trustees against E. C. Anderson and others 
vacating the order made in said cause injoining the exe- 
cution of a decree in the Circuit Conrt of the United 
States for the Northern District of Florida in favor of 
E. C. Anderson and others against the Jacksonville, Pen- 
sacola and Mobile Railroad Company and others. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, That the Attorney and Solicitor of this 
Board be and he is hereby authorized to unite with the 
State of Florida and the holders of the State of Florida 
and the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad 
Bonds, in a motion in the original suit In the Supreme 
Conrt of the United States in the case of the State of 
Florida and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund against E. O. Anderson and others, to obtain from 
said Supreme Court a consent decree vacating so much 
of the orders and decrees in said cause as in joins the ex- 
ecution of the decree in the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Northern District 
of Florida, in favor of said F. C. Anderson et al. against 
the Jacksonville, Peneaeola and Mobile Railroad Com- 
pany et al., and in sueh proceedings as will secure an im- 
mediate sale of the Pensacola and Georgia and Talla- 
hassee Railroads under said decree in the said Circuit 
Court. 

A letter was received from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, 
reporting seizures of timber at Cedar Keys and request- 
ing that the necessary aid be given him in protecting the 
interests of the State. 

The following resolution was adopted. 

Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, That E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, be authorized 
under the instructions of the Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration, to employ an Attorney to aid him in the 
prosecution of trespassers and condemnation of timber 

16 I. I. 
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cut upon State hinds, provided he shall deem it necessary. 

The following revolution wan unanimously adopted: 

Resolved. That the salary of the Timber Agent be in- 
creased to one hundred and twenty five dollars per month 
from the 1st instant. 

A letter was received from Henry A. Wyse in respect to 
timber cut hy him and seized by the Sheriff; which was 
referred to the Commissioner of Laud and Immigration. 

The Commissioner laid liefore the Board a number of 
letters from Samuel A. Swann in reference to the at- 
tempted side of :i.no<uitii) acres of land ; which were read 
and placed on file. 

The following bills were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid; 

<'. E. Dyke, for printing f 81.75 

W. G. Stewart, 1\ M. postage, &c. Salesman's office 17.40 
M. A. Williams, Com missions on sales in November 

& December 23.05 

George P. Raney, Traveling Kxpensea, cost of rec- 
ords. &.- 100.15 

L. D. Ball. Surveyor General, Pint of Chattahoochee 

Reserve \ 7.00 

The Salesman laid before the Board a letter from 
William S. Curry of Manatee County, alleging that he 
had made an error in Entry No. 8:174 of Lot No. 2, Section 
30. Township 4H. South. Range 2:t. East, made December 
15. 1877, for which no deed has been executed, the land 
he desired to enter Iteing the \Y4 of NE| of said Section. 

Ordered. That said entry be" cancelled, and the pur- 
chase money < (58.511) be refunded. 

The Secretary laid before flie Board a letter from 
George Helvensfon in reference to trespasses upon the 
timber lands in Township 10. South. Range 10, East, 
and suggesting the sale of timber by stumpagp. 

The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Helvenston 
that the Board decline to change their present regulations 
respecting timber upon the public lands. 

The Board I hen adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

rresident. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 

i i 
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Tallahassee. Florida. January 12, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Fresent: George F. Drew. Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George V. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

Thomas H. Wagstaff, Esq.; President of the West 
Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, with whom the 
Trustees had made an agreement June 1. 1875, for the 
sale of lands in West Florida in aid of the construction 
of said road from the Apalachieola River westward, 
which contract had expired by limitation, presented to 
the Board a proposition for the renewal of said contract 
or agreement with the following modifications: 

1 — Th.it the time allowed for making' and filing ihe sur- 
veys of said road shall be extended six months from the 
date of the issue of the floats herein granted. 

2 — That the period for completing the said road shall 
be extended for five years from the date thereof. 

% — That the said Company shall commence the building 
of the said road from the west side of the Apalachicola 
river to run towards Marianna. 

4 — That the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of Florida shall make and deposit with such Bank 
in the City of New York as may be agreed on by the par- 
ties hereto, three hundred and forty floats of one hun- 
dred acres each npon the public lands of West Florida in 
aid of the first ten miles of road to be constructed, the 
same to be paid for at the rate of thirty cents per aer?, as 
fast as they shall be withdrawn by the said Company, or 
their duly authorized agent — the receipts of money for 
said floats to lie credited to the amount to l>e paid hy -lid 
Company for the lands granted by their original contract 
with the Board. 

5— That the United States lands granted to the State 
of Florida by the Act of Congress dated May 17, 1856, 
and now in its legal possession, shall be conveyed to the 
said Company under the terms and provisions of the said 
act. in further aid of their enterprise, as fast as the said 
road is completed. 

After some time spent in considering and discussing 
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the merits of said proposition, the following resolution 
was adopted : 

Be it Resolved oy the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida, That this Board refuses 
to renew the agreement entered into June 1st, 1875, with 
the West Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, with 
any modification of said agreement or contract by which 
any of the lands belonging to the Fund shall be conveyed 
to said Company in advance of any work upon said rail- 
road, or until ten miles of said road shall have been con- 
structed. 

Mr, Wagstaff, the President of the West Florida and 
Mobile Railroad Company having been notified of the 
action of the Board, m a do inquiry whether the Trustees 
would consent to a renewal and extension of the contract 
altered so as to embrace only the quantity of lands be- 
longing to the Fund in West Florida, amounting to 
about 1,200,000 acres. 

The Trustees proceeded to consider the terms of the 
original contract, and various amendments "and modifi- 
cations thereof were decided to be desirable before the 
agreement could be renewed, and a memorandum thereof 
was furnished to Governor Drew, who was requested t« 
confer with Mr. Wagstaff and ascertain if the Company 
would consent thereto; and further action was postponed 
until after such conference. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 16, 1878. 

The Board met in the room of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor, 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration, 
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Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, appeared before the 
Board and made a verbal statement of his proceedings in 
the seizure of timber at Cedar Keys, and asked for and 
received verbal instructions with reference to further ac- 
tion thereon. 

Maj. Henry A. Wyse appeared before the Board in the 
matter of the seizure of certain spar timber cut by him 
and carried to Cedar Keys — Maj. Wyse having failed to 
enter the land which he was authorized to enter under 
the order of the Board of the 16th July last, but having 
removed the timber cut thereon as he was authorized 
to do under that order, the spar timber in question was 
seized by the Timber Agent to make good the loss to the 
Fund on account of the failure of Maj. Wyse to comply 
with the terms of the order. Mr. Wyse was informed 
that the timber would not tie released until he had paid 
for the land on which the trespass was committed last 
year. 

Mr. E. J. Berry presented a bill for the line of chain- 
bearers and for traveling expenses from Cedar Keys to 
Tallahassee, upon the order of the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration, amounting to $153.50, which was ap : 
proved and ordered paid. * 

A communication was receivf-d from Thomas H. Wag- 
staff, President of the West Florida and Mobile Railroad 
Company, suggesting certain modifications of the agree- 
ment with the Trustees of June 1. 1875, and requesting 
that said agreement so modified be renewed. 

On motion the proposition was rejected. 

A communication was received from John H. Fry, 
dated at New York, proposing to purchase 3,000,000 acres 
"f land on the terms named in the instructions to Mr. 
Swann, and making various suggestions respecting Canal 
enterprises in Florida, and requesting that no action be 
taken by the Board respecting such sale or enterprises in 
favor of other parties until further communication from 
him. 

Ordered. That Mr. Fry be notified that no action will 
be taken in regard to said sale of lands until a report Is 
received from 31 r. Swann. 
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The Board theii adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 

President 

Attest : 

HIGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 17, 1878. 
The Board met in the Treasurer's office. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration. 

The Secretary laid before the Roard a communication 
from Mr. Francis Vose in which he requests some action 
by the Board of Trustees without delay upon the matter 
of his claim for repayment of advances incurred in his 
suit aginst the Trustees. This request was occasioned by 
the Attorneys of the Trustees availing themselves of the 
Rules of Court for time in which to file exceptions 
to the report of the Special Master allowing 
Mr. Vose about $fl7.IKM» for excuses, etc. Mr. Vose 
further referred to the want of prompt action by the 
Trustees to get the possession of the moneys turned over 
to the State Treasurer by order of the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the case of the State of Florida et 
al. vs. E. C. Anderson et nl.. and also to negligence in the 
protection of the lands fmni trespass. Mr. Vose also en- 
closed copy of a letter written hy him to Mr. Allen, the 
Receiver of the J. P. and M. Railroad, in which he pro- 
tested against the allowance of free passes to any except 
employees of the road and suggested a reduction of pas- 
senger rates, and asks to l»e advised whether or not the 
Trustees approve of said letter. 

Ordered. That the Secretary inform Mr. Vose that the 
Board se^s no reason to disapprove of the action of I heir 
Attorneys upon the subject matter of his claim for ex- 
penses, but that, on the contrary, their action therein is 
fully approved: and that the Trustees have nothing to 
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<lo with tlie matter of the letter from him to Mr. Allen. 
The Hoard then adjourned. 

GEO. F- DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HIGH A. COKLET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 26, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive office. 

Present: Cohimbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The minutes of the meetings of the 11th, 12th and 16th 
instant were read and approved, aud the minutes of the 
meeting of the 17th inst. were read corrected and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Columbus Drew was chosen President pro tern. 
The following accounts were presented approved and 
ordered "paid : 

Miss SiiMJin M. Archer, for mounting plats. ...... .$93.87 

Hugh A. Corley. Salesman. Stationery. &c 46.59 

W. G. Stewart, P. M, Box rent and postage 2.33 

H. S. Duval for 236 plats for use of timber Agent. .118.00 
George P. Raney for professional services in the 
Supreme Court in the case of The Trustees vs. 

The St. Johns Railwsi y Company 50.00 

Application was received from Allen Goulsby for the 
cancellation of Entry No. 6450, made by him on the 26th 
day of May, 1873. of the South East quar- 
ter of the South West quarter of Section 
12, in Township 2, North of Range 6. East, and for the 
refunding of |29.88 the purchase money paid therefor, on 
the Rroiind of a mistake in the original entry; and the 
said application being accompanied with the affidavit in 
such case* required, and with the original deed to him 
from the Trustees and a deed from him reconvpving the 
land to the Trustees, the same having been duly recorded; 
it was 
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Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and the purchase 
money refnnded. 

Application was received from Howell T. Sykes for the 
cancellation of Entry No. 8024, made by him on the 27th 
day of April, 1877, of the North West qnarter of the 
North East quarter of Section 17 in Township 20, South, 
of Range 17, East, and for the refunding of $40 the pur- 
chase money paid therefor, on the ground that said tract 
had previously been sold and conveyed to him; and the 
deed issued upon the last entry having been returned, it 
was 

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and the pur- 
chase money refnnded. 

A report was received from Samuel A. Swann, Special 
Agent for the sale of lands, dated at New York, January 
22nd, 1878, which was placed on file. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Be it Resolved ftj/ the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improrcmctit Fund of Florida. That the resolution 
adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund on the sixth day of February, 1869, ap- 
pointing William n. Hunt an Agent of the Board of 
Trustees to have in charge certain lands on and near the 
South-east coast of Florida in Ranges Forty. Forty-one 
and Forty-two, East, and empowering him to contract 
for the sale of said lands, and to locate settlers thereon, 
and to make regulations for the prevention of waste and 
destruction, be and the same is hereby rescinded ; and all 
authority given, or sought to be given, to said Hunt over 
any of the lands belonging to, or claimed for, the Internal 
Improvement Fund is hereby revoked. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to notify the 
officers of Dade County of the adoption of said resolu- 
tion, and furnish a copy thereof to some newspaper pub- 
lished in the City of Key West for publication. 

The Attorney General informed the Board that notice 
had been given him that on Monday next a motion would 
be made in the United States Circuit Court at Jackson- 
ville in the case of Francis Vose et al. vs. The Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund et al. to place the 
lands of the Internal Improvement Fund in the hands of 
Sherman Conant for sale. 
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The Board then adjourned, 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest: 

HUGE A. CORLEY, Secretary. . 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 9, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive office. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Co J umbos Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner at Lands & 
Immigration. 

The in invites of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration to whom 
had been referred the letters from the General Land Office 
asking a relinquishment of the State's title to the E^ of 
8E£ Section 35 ; Township 33, South. Range 40, East, for 
the reason that said tract was entered by Ossian B. Hart 
under the Armed Occupation Act of Congress prior to the 
passage of the Swamp land Act, reported that said tract 
had never been sold by the State or Trustees; and the 
Governor was authorized and requested to reeonvev said 
tract to the United States of America as requested by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. And a deed 
for said purpose having been prepared was duly executed 
by His Excellency, Gov. George F. Drew. 

A deed having been prepared in compliance with the 
nrder of the Board of the 7th of February last, relin- 
quishing to the United States the title of the State to Lot 
No, 2, Section 7, Township 12, South. Range 22, East, the 
same was executed by His Excellency, Governor George 
F. Drew, 

An application was received from Williams H. Emmons 
of Hillsborough County, asking that entry Xo. 7fi29 made 
by him June *>, 1876. be changed so as to embrace the NW$ 
of NW£ of Section 13. Township 32. South. Range 18, 
East, instead of Lot No. 7 of Raction 12 in said Township; 
and that entry !So. S251 made bv him Ausrnst 25. 1877. be 
changed to as to embrace the SWJ of XE£ of Section 13, 



250 

Township 32, South. Range 18. East, instead of ihe XE| 
of NE£ of said Section ; and the application being accom- 
panied with the sworn statement required in such cases 
and with thy deeds from the Trustees to said Emmons, 
It was Order**!, That the changes of entry asked for be 
allowed when the said Emmons shall re-convey to 1he 
Trustees the lands conveyed to him and embraced in Ei* 
tries Nos. 72C9 and 8251 aforesaid. 

The following bills were presented, allowed and ordered 
paid: 

Alonzo Fowle. subscription to "Florida Immigrant" 
for February $72.50. 

H. S. Duval for 39 Township diagrams for Timber 
Agent. $10.50. 

W. T. Webfler for copies of 2 Township plats for Sales- 
man's Office. $1.00. 

Hugh A. (Vrley, Traveling Expenses to Jacksonville 
and Office Expenses. $14.40. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 19th, 1878. 
Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
The Attorney General was appointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
W. E. Williams as agent for the Muscogee Lumber 
Company, appeared before the Board and presented a 
written proposition in behalf of said Company to pur- 
chase certain swamp and overflowed land, lying in Sec- 
tions 23. 24 and 26 and 13. in Township 3. Sfcinge 33, 
North and West and Sections fi. 7 and 18 in Township 3, 
Range 32. North and West, at twenty-five cents per acre, 
and also to purchase the swamp and overflowed lands in 
township 5, Range 34, North and West at the same 
price, ' 
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The proposition was considered and finally ordered 
postponed until the return of Hon. Hugh A. Corley, Com- 
missioner of Lands and Immigration. 

The Attorney General presented letters of February 
9th and 19th to W. G. M. D^vis as to the terms upon 
which he would represent the Trustees in the matters of 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the State of Florida, by 
the J. P. & M. R, B. Co. et ah, in the case of the State 
of Florida and the Trustees against the J. P. & M. B. 
B. Co. et al.; and the same were approved and ordered 
filed. 

A letter from H. H. Stephens to the Board to purchase 
f>55 9-100 acres in Township 43, South, Bange 25, East, 
at 25 cents per acre, was considered by the Board and 
the proposition rejected; and the Secretary directed to 
notify him of the same, 

A letter from S. I. Wailes, of Washington, D. C, of 
February 9th, to the Governor was read, the same pro- 
posing to undertake to prosecute all claims for the State 
against the general government, for 20 per cent, 
of all amounts collected and paid into the Treasury of 
the State; with the understanding that his appointment 
will not be revoked while cases, which he may have 
commenced prosecuting are pending before Congress or 
the Departments, was considered and fioal action post- 
poned, and the Secretary was directed to acknowledge 
the receipt of the same and advise Mr. Wailes that the 
prosecution so far as it was considered impressed the 
Board favorably. 

A letter t> Mr. Corley from Samuel A. Swann of the 
11th inst., written at Sew York City relating to matters 
of his agency to sell lands, was considered and ordered 
filed. 

A letter from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office in relation to the claim of Ziba King under the 
Homestead act, to W* of NW£, SE$ of HW| and NF4 of 
SWJ Section 18, Township 39, South, Bange 21 East, was 
read and ordered to be filed*. 

A letter from George W. Moody of February 1 0th, 
1878, in relation to trespasses by him upon lands of the 
Fund ,was read and considered and the Secretary was di- 
rected to correspond with Mr. Moody and arrange for 
his appearance before the Board upon some particular 
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day, and to direct Mr. E. J. Berry, Trespass Agent, to be 
present on the same day prepared to give information as 
to the trespassed reported by him to haye been committed 
by Mr. Moody. 

Notice was received from the Register and Receiver of 
the U. 8. Land Office at Gainesville of complaint having 
been entered at that office by William C. Piatt, alleging 
that the SE} of SW± of Section 3. and the E£ of NWJ and 
NWi of yrWi Section 10, Township 30, South, Range 23, 
East in Manatee County, are not swamp and overflowed 
lands, with the view to the cancellation of the claim of 
the State to the same, and that a hearing would take place 
at Pine Level in said eounty, before Robert S. Griffiths, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, on the 16th of March proximo, 
at 10 o'clock a. m. and ordered filed. 

A letter of the loth inst. from M. A, Williams pro- 
posing that his commissions for selling lands should be 
restored fto 10 per cent., and that all entries of land ly- 
ing in a specified district should be made at the Agency 
in Jacksonville and offering in consideration of this lhat 
he would make a personal examination with a regard to 
trespass upon the State domain and effectually stop it, 
charging only the cost of travel upon expend itions for 
such purpose, and such cost of necessary surveying as 
may be required ; the Secretary was instructed to inform 
Mr, Williams that they would accept Ms proposition with 
the modifications, that there shall be no requirements 
that the lands of any particular District shall be entered 
at Jacksonville; and it shall be understood that his du- 
ties as to trespasses shall be confined to lands l.ving in 
Nassau County and the lands lying on the St Johns and 
its tributaries. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. BREW, President 

GEO. P. RAXEY, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida. 5torch 8, 1878- 
The Board met in the Executive office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
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Mr. G- W. Moody appeared before the Board and made 
a statement in reference to timber eat by him upon State 
lands. He admitted the cutting of 60M feet in Section 
6, T. 5 S. E. 15 E., and also about 900 sticks upon lands 
purchased by him from James Y. Jones in T. 6, 8., B. 14 
E., but which lands he subsequently learned were State 
lands. He also admitted cutting timber upon other sec- 
tions in T. 5 S., B. 15 E., but claimed that he did so as 
the Agent of George P. Nutter, and evidence was furnish- 
ed showing that said Nutter had made certain payments 
to the State Timber Agent on account of Stumpage. The 
timber Agent, E. J. Berry, had estimated the timber out 
upon the "Jones lands" in T. 6 S., R, 14 E., at 855 M., 
which estimate Mr. Mkrody contended was double the cor- 
rect quantity, Mr. Berry was called before the Board 
and stated that his estimates were made after a very 
careful examination and were correct. 

The Board decided not to hold Mr, Moody responsible 
for the timber cut by him under instructions from Mr. 
Nutter and while in his employment, but to hold him 
responsible for that cut upon the other lands as reported 
by Mr. Berry, viz: 
In Section G, Township 5, South, Bange 13, 

East fiO.OOO feet 

In S| of SE^ Section 21, Township 6, South 

Bange 14, East 30,000 feet 

In South 4 Section 22, Township 6, South, 

Bange 14, East 250.000 feet 

In SWi Section 23, Township 6, South, 

Bange 14, East 10,000 feet 

In WJ of W| Section 26, Township 6, South, 

Bange 14," East 10,000 feet 

In Section 27, Township 6, South, Bangel4, 

East 400,000 feet 

In EA. of E£ Section 28. Township 6, Bange 

14, East 40,000 feet 

In Section 34, Township 6, South, Bange i4, 

East 75,000 feet 

In Section 35, Township 6, South, Range 14, 

East 20,000 feet 

In NE-J of NW± Section 35, Township 4, 

Sonth, Range 12, East 5,000 feet 



Amounting altogether to .920,000 feet 
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The said Moody bad also cut (according to Mr. Berry's 
report I KMKMI feet upon the West half of Section 56, T 
6 B, K H B, land bought in by the State for taxes for 
which li« in resj>nnsihle to the Hoard of Education for the 
use of the School Fund. 

It int.* Ord e r ed , That Mr. George \V. Moody he author- 
ized to settle for the above trespasses by paying for ihe 
timber at the rate of fifty cents per thousand feet. 

A letter from R. F. Taylor, Esq.. respecting the pro- 
ceedings in f'nurt for tinilier trespasses WM read and !%• 
ferred to the Attorney Geenral for reply. 

A letter was received from M. A. Williams applving on 
liehalf nf Mr. Smeltz. ti> purchase lands in the Odawahu 
river swamp at 60 cents per acre, which was declined. 

Several letters were received from M. A. Williams re- 
specting his duties and those of the Trustees with regard 
to trespassing upon the public lands; which were read 
and referred to the t'Vim miss inner of Lands & Immigra- 
tion. 

Mr. Raney presented an account for traveling expenses 
and court fees .amounting tp f2fl.2-t, which was ap- 
proved nnd ordered paid. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay to 
James M. Baker. Esq. three hundred dollars on a.«-nnnt 
of professional services as Attorney of the Trustees, 

The Roard then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. COBLET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March 15, 1878. 

The Roard met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor, 
folumbus Brew, Comptroller, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Tm migration. 
The minntes of the last two meetings were read and 
approved. 

The following accounts were presented, approved, and 
ordered paid : 
The "Key uf the Gulf for publishing resolutions 
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of the Board revoking the Ageucv of William H. 

Hunt v.- flO-W 

W. G. Stewart, P. M. at Tal laaassee, stamps & En- 
velopes - 19-90 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on sales January & 

February 98.22 

Notice was received from the U. S. Land Offlce at 
Gainesville tbat complaint had been entered by Charles 
Moore against the State, alleging that Lot No. 4 of Sec- 
tion 10 and Lots Nos. 1 & 2 of Section 15, Township 43, 
South, Uange 43, East, are not swamp nor overflowed 
lands, and summoning the parties interested to appear 
at Titusville before Charles H. Newman, Notary Public 
on the 23rd April to respond and furnish testimony con- 
cerning the true character of the land described. 

WhieJi was read and referred to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Application was received from John C, Carter to have 
the purchase money refunded to him for the North half 
of Lot No. 1, Section 18, Township 10, South. Range 30, 
East, and a deed made to him for the South half of said 
Lot— the whole of said Lot having been sold and conveyed 
to him by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund June 23, 1875, while the North half had already 
been sold to Samuel Pringle. The deed of the Trustees 
to said Carter (No, 6007) was returned with said appli- 
cation. 

Ordered, That the purchase money for the North half 
«f said Lot. (34.00 acres) amounting to f81.41 be re- 
funded to John C. Carter, and that a deed be made con- 
veying to him the South half of said Lot, upon a recon- 
veyance of said Lot by snid Carter to the Trustees. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board two letters 
from Thomas H. Wagstaff, president of the West Florida 
and Mobile Railroad Company, inviting a proposition 
from the Board respecting the construction of their 
road; which were read, and the Attorney General was 
requested to reply thereto that the Board are not pre- 
pared to make any proposition upon the subject. 

A letter was received from H". W. Hawes, Esq., of 
Louisville, Kentucky, with respect to prosecuting a claim 
against the United States by the Pensacola and Georgia 
Railroad Company for transportation; which was read, 
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and the Secretary was instruced to reply thereto, that the 
Trustees are not interested in said claim, and that the 
parties interested have taken steps for the collection 
thereof. 

The application on behalf of the Muscogee Lumber 
Company for the purchase of certain lands at a reduced 
price, postponed by the Board on the 19th ult, was taken 
up for consideration, and the application was refused. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 13th, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor, 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from S. I. 
Wailes, Esquire, Agent and Attorney of the State of 
Florida for the purpose of procuring an adjustment of 
the claims of the State for lands granted by the Act of 
Congress approved September 28, 1850, in reference to 
the amount to be paid him as compensation for his ser- 
vicea. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Be it Resolved 6$r the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida, That as compensation 
for services of Sidney I. Wailes. Esquire, Agent and At- 
torney of the State of Florida before the Department of 
the Interior at Washington in procuring an adjustment 
of the claims of the State for lands granted by Congress 
nnder the Act of September 28, 1850, the Board will pay 
to said S. I. Wailes twenty per cent, of all moneys paid 
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over to the State on account of swamp lands purchased 
from the United States prior to the third day of March, 
1857, under the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and 
March 3, 1857, and also twenty per cent of all warrants 
or certificates issued to the State under said acts on ac- 
count of lands located hy warrants or scrip prior to 
said third day of March, 1857. And, upon the receipt of 
patents for any lands selected hy the State, as swamp 
lands, prior to 1861, which have not yet been patented to 
the State for any reason, this Board will convey to the , 
said S, I. Waih* eight per cent, thereof in consideration 
of his services in procuring said patents. And for pro- 
curing the approval and confirmation of the lands select- 
ed for the State as swamp lands, since 1861, the Board will 
pay such reasonable compensation as may hereafter he 
agreed upon. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid: 

W. G. Stewart, P. M. at Tallahassee, Postage Sales- 
man's office | 6.90 

H, A. Williams, Agent, Commissions on Sales in 

March 33.75 

The Attorney General laid before the Board two let- 
ters from Thomas H. Wagstaff, President of the West 
Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, in reference to 
the renewal and modification of the contract for the con- 
struction of the railroad from the Apalachicola river to 
the western boundary of the State ; which were read and 
referred back to the Attorney General for reply in ac- 
cordance with the views of the Board, they being unwil- 
ling at this time to enter into any further agreement with 
regard to the construction of said road. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from 
George W. Moody, with regard to the timber cut by him 
on State lands in Township 6, South, Range 14, East, in 
which he claims that the estimate by Mr. Berry, the Tim- 
ber Agent, of the quantity bo cut was excessive, and that 
the actual number of logs cut by him on said land was 
only 1,146, containing about 538,400 feet. The letter was 
accompanied with the affidavit of William D. Wynn, 
Foreman of the Axemen employed by Mr, Moody, show- 
ing the number of logs cut in said township. 
17 1. 1. 
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Ordcralj That Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, be re- 
quested to make a re-examination of the lands trespassed 
upon, and report the quantity of timber cut and removed 
by Mr. Moody. 

Mr. Corley laid before the Board a communication 
from Captain William H. Rendriek stating that he in- 
tended going to Europe next month to attend the Paris 
Exposition, and offering to act as Agent of the Trustees 
to negotiate a sale of lands. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. Ken- 
driek that under existing Hrcnmstaures the Board are not 
willing to appoint any agent for the sale of land'j to par- 
ties in Europe. 

A letter was received from William L. Williams, on 
behalf of the Muscogee Lumber Company, asking a re- 
consideratin of the action of the Board refusing to sell 
the lands applied for by them at a reduced price. 

The Board refused to reconsider their former action 
in the premises. 

A letter was received from Dr. J. V. Harris, of Monroe 
County, asking a reduction of pvic-e for 320 acres of land 
which lie wishes to purchase and plant with a choice va- 
riety of bananas introduced by himself and with coffee. 

The Board declined to sell for less than the regular 
price. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secretary. * 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 26, 1S7S. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Landa 
and Immigration. 
Governor Drew laid before the Board a com manic* 
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tion from George \V. Juliau asking the appointment as 
Agent of the £tate to procure the adjustment of land 
claims under the Swamp Laud grant of Congress, which 
was accompanied with letters of recommendation by 
Hon, Thomas A. Hendricks and Hon. K. H. M. David- 
son. 

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to Mr. Julian and 
state to him that the State has already appointed an 
agent for the purpose. 

Governor Drew also laid before the Board a communi- 
cation from William Ogden Giles, of New York, request- 
ing to be authorized to negotiate the sale of State lands; 
which was referred to the Commissioner of La mis and 
Immigration for reply. 

Hngb A, Cor ley presented an account amounting to 
$ 40.00 for traveling expenses to Titusville and back in 
the matter of the swamp land contest by Charles Moore, 
and for subscription to Copp's Laud Owner, and bind- 
ing: 

Which account was approved and ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 11, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
Mr. Columbus Drew was chosen President pro tern. 
The minutes of the two last meetings were read and 
approved. 

On motion, the Treasurer was authorized and in- 
structed to pay to George P. Raney three hundred dol- 
lars on account of professional services as Attorney of 
the Board of Trustees. 
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The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid:" 
M. A. Williams, Agent, commissions on sales in 

April .,. ?146.55 

W. G. Stewart, P. ML, postage for Salesman's of- 
fice 26.40 

John A. Henderson, for services as Attorney in 
the case of the Trustees vs. 469 sticks of cedar 

seized by the Sheriff of Wakulla Co 50.00 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 14, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid: 

C. A. Bryan. Jr., for binding $16.50 

Alonzo Fowle, for blank Township diagrams 10.00 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 28, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
CoIumbti8 Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, TTeaanrer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of Mr- 
E, J. Berry, Timber Agent, upnn a re-examination of the 
lands in Township »;. South, Bange 1-i, East, trespassed 
upon by Mr. George W. Moody. Mr. Moody reported 
that he had carefully re-examined the cutting done by 
Mr. Moody during 1876. and findB that he had probably 
over-estimated the quantity of timber cut by Mr. Moody 
in the East half of Section 27 and South half of Section 
22 to the extent of 150M feet in Section 27 and 5f)M 
feet in Section 22. making in the aggregate 200M feet; 
which would entitle Mr. Moody to a reduction of flOO 
from the amount charged against bim. 

Ordered, That the amount of one hundred dollars be 
deducted from the amount claimed against Mr. G. W, 
Moody on account of cutting timber upon State land, 
and that the Secretary notify Mr. Moody thereof and re- 
quest a prompt payment of the remainder. 

The Secretary laid before the Board several leiters from 
Mr. Samuel A. Swann. dated the 16th instant, and also his 
report of same date as Special Agent for the sale of 
lands, with sundry letters and documents accompanying 
said report and referred to therein. Mr. Swann reports 
that so far h? had Iteen nnable to negotiate the sale of the 
3.000,000 ucrcK. and refers to several letters and proposi- 
tions respecting further efforts in that respect, in which, 
however, he can see nothing pointing to a certain and sat- 
isfactory* result. He suggests several plans for pro vi; ling; 
mans to relieve the Fund from indebtedness: 

First , To ailow coupon holders to take lands for their 
debts. 

Secondly, Those not willing to take lands in payment to 
be paid pro rata from cash sales. 
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Thirdly, To pay coupon holders in 40 acre land war- 
rants. 

Fourth. To bmae hind Warrants or Floats, deposit them 
with some I tanking house in New York to he delivered to 
special agents at prices graduated according to the quan- 
tity purchased, the local price being fixed for lands at 
$135 per acre. 

The letters and report of Mr. Swann were ■ placed on 
file* subject to be taken up for consideration at any time 
hereafter. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. May 29, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney Genera!. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The minntes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Governor and the Commissioner of Lands anjd Im- 
migration mid before the Board notices that had been 
sent to rhem from the United States Land Office, at 
Gainesville, that complaint had been entered at that office 
by Richard 1'. Potter against the State of Florida alleg- 
ing that the _N } of NEJ Section 7, Township 53, S^uth, 
Range 42. Fust, is not swamp nor overflowed tend, with a 
view to the cancellation of the claim of the State to said 
tract, and summoning the parties in interest to appear at 
Miami in Dade county, before T. W. Faulkner, Oouaty 
Judge on the 10th of July, 1878. at tfl o'clock A. M. to re- 
spond and furnish testimony concerning the true charac- 
ter of said land. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was re- 
quested to attend at the time and place specified in said 
notice to represent the State in its claim to the ~SE{ of 
NEJ of said section. 
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Applications were received for the cancellation of the 
following entries for the reason that the lands embraced 
therein have not been approved to the State : 

Entrv No. SJ79, b» William B. Moody, made August 27, 
1S77, SEi of SWi Section 20. Township 30, South Range 
20, East, 40 acres at one dollar per acre for which a eery 
tiflcate of purchase only was issued, which certificate has 
been returned. 

Entry No. 8023, bv Elizabeth A. Morrison, made April 
26, 1877, SW f of SWi Section 20, Township 30, South, 
Range 20, East, 40 acres at oue dollar per acre, for which 
a certificate of purchase only was issued, which certificate 
has been returned. 

Entry No. 7610. by Elizabeth A. Morrison, made May 
25, 1876. NWJ of SWJ Section 20, Township 30, South, 
Range 20, East, 40 acres at one dollar per acre, for which 
a deed was made, which deed has been returned. 

Ordered, That entries Nos. 8179 and 8023 be canceled 
and the purchase money refunded to the parties making 
said entries; and that Entry No. 7610 be canceled and the 
purchase money refunded when the purchaser shall recon- 
vey the land to the Trustees. 

The following bills were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid: 

Davis S. Walker, Esquire, for expenses in attending 
the U. S. Court at Jacksonville as Attorney fur the Trus- 
tees, 139.2:;. 

Hugh A. Corley, for expenses of three trips to Jackson- 
ville, jl5.3«. 

George P. Raney, for expenses tn Raleigh. N. C, and 
Washington, aDd in attending the U. S. Court at Jackson- 
ville, and for iclegrams, $101.90. 

The Board thtn adjonrned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLET, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 30ih. 1878. 
Tbe Boa ihI wet in the Secretary of State's Office. 
Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
*H 7 alter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
"George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Ifngh A. Corley, i.'m inissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Application was received from Thomas J. Howell for 
the change or cancellation of Entrv No. "641, made Jure 
16, 1876. Si of NEi Section 25. Township 36. South, 
Range 18. East. SO and 90 cents per acre, on account of a 
mistake in the entry; and tbe application being aecoin 
panied with tbe affidavit reqnired in such cases, the deed 
from the Trustees, and a deed re-conveying the land to 
the Trustees. It was ordered. That said entry be canceled 
and the purchase money (seventy -two dollars) be re- 
funded. 

The Boai<i then adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HEGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. May SI, 1878. 
Tbe Boavd met in the Attorney General's Offict-. 
Present: tieorge F. Drew. Governor. 
To him bus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Secretary laid before the Board an order of the 
United States Circuit Court in the case of Francis Vose 
ve. the Trustees of tbe Internal Improvement Fund,, 
which was read and ordered to be spread, upon tbe min- 
utes, as follows : 

Francis Tose 
v. - 
The Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of Florida. 

December Term. 
It is Ordered that the Decrees heretofore made herein 
be eo far modified as to permit and authorize the *;iid de- 
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fendants ro receive in payment for lands belonging to the 
Internal Improvement Fund which they may hereafter 
eel I, one half of the coupons of the bonds issued under ibe 
provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, now held by 
any one of the parties plaintiff to the said cause, or their 
assignees, which have been adjudged to be a good and 
valid lien upon the lands of said fund : the amount so to 
be recived in each case to be evidenced- -by the separate 
certificate of A. Boggett, Esq., Master in Chancery, show- 
ing that sue h coupons have become part of the Decree in 
the said cause, as well as the entire amount held by such 
party. 

It is further ordered that the said Master shall keep a 
record copy of all certificates which he may so issue in a 
book to be provided for that purpose. 

The question as to whether the coupons of tbe Fensa- 
cola and Georgia Railroad Company are payable from 
the Internal Improvement Fund pending on motion for 
re-hearing in this Court, it is Ordered, that the holders 
of any such coupons shall be authorized to designate such 
lands belonging to said Fund as they may desire to take 
in payment of one half of their coupons verified under or- 
der of this Court, and the Trustees of the I. I. Fund shall 
reserve from sale for the benefit of such parties the lands 
so design a led. until the question of the liability of the 
Fund for said coupons shall be finally adjudicated; or, 
the lands so designated may be sold by said Trustees upon 
the written order or consent of such coupon-holders, and 
the money received therefor shall be paid by the Trus- 
tees to the Receiver of this Court to be held as a special 
fnnd.to be paid over to such coupon-holders if their 
claims shall l>e decided to he payable from the Fund; 
otherwise, to I<e placed in the general fund for distribu- 
tion as othei* moneys received from sales of lands, 

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge. 

The Board then adjourned. . 
Attest: GEO. F. BREW, rresident. 

HUGH A, CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, June loth, 187$. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F, Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney Genera ■. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Whereas, in the opinion of this Board it is not neces- 
sary to the interests of the Fund that the subscription to 
"'The Florida Immigrant" published by Mr. Alonzo Fowle 
should be continued. Be it resolved that the subscription 
to the same made by this Board under the tesolution 
passed April 21st, 18T7, as amended May 11th, J877, be 
and is diseon tin tied from and after the month of July, 
1878, and that Mr, Fowle be notified of such discontin- 
uance. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DEEW, President. 

GEO. P. EANEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 21st, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Kaney, Atty. Genl. 

The account of James M. Baker for services in the Vose 
case for three hundred dollars was ordered paid; also the 
account of Chas. F. Hopkins for survey made in Putnam 
County, T. V-l. R. 27, S. & E. for f 46.00 ordered paid. 

The communication of Chas. F. Hopkins of 10th inst. as 
to trespasses ia said County was considered and it was 
ordered that a. copy of the same be sent to the Sheriff of 
Putnam County with instructions to make vigorous prose- 
cution of the Siiim 1 . 

The Secretary pro tern, the Attorney General, was or- 
dered to communicate with M. A. Williams to the iwrmit 
fjiven bv Win. F. Salter to Elijah Higffinbotham ro cut 
logs from F,i of SW*. EJ of HWJ and E£ of SEJ, Sec. 9, 
T. 1, 8., R. 20. E. and ascertain all facts as to the same. 

Board adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

GEO. "p. RANEY, Sec. Pro tem. 
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Tallahassee, Fla.. June 22, 1878. 
The Board met in Atty. General's Office, 
Tresent: O. l3rew, Comptroller. 
W. Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Baney, Atty. Genl. 
The Comptroller acted as President pro tern and Atty. 
Genl. as Secy, pro tern. 

It was ordered that the Secy, pro tern be instructed to 
instruct Mr. C. F. Hopkins to return to the neighborhood 
of lands indicated In his letters of 19th inst. and prose- 
cute the trespassers mentioned, have seizures made by 
Sheriffs &e., and co-operate with the Sheriffs and report; 
and that the Secretary pro tem need not write the Sheriff 
of Putnam County under the resolution of the 21st inat. 
Board -adjourned. 

C. DREW. President pro tem. 
GEO. P. RANEY, Secy, pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 9, 1878. 
The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 
Present: Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner «f Lands and 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the meeting of May 29th, 30th and 31st, 
and June 15th, 21st and 22nd were read and approved. 

A letter was received from Mr. Charles F, Hopkins, re- 
porting that in obedience to instructions of th? Board he 
had visited Dunn's Lake and Haw Creek and had found 
two rafts of timber, Rome of the logs of which were cut 
upon State land, that is to say, 13 logs from SW| of SEJ 
Section 33. T. 12. 8., R. 29. E-, one log from NW| of flWJ 
Section 3. T. 13, S.. R. 29, E., the same having been cut by 
James Burneide. Two logs cut in XWJ of 8W£ Section 
11, and seventeen in the NE$ of SEi of Section 10. T. 13, 
S. R. .29, E„ the same having been cut by Sterrttt and 
Wright. Th» rafts were seized by the Deputy Sheriff of 
Putnam eoun'y. One of the raits contained 206 logs, 19 
of which were cut from State land, and waa claimed by 
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Sterritt atul Wright; the other was claimed by .lames 
Burnside ant! contained 150 logs, of which 14 were cut 
from the Stfte land and 24 from U. S. land. Mr. Hop- 
kins further reported that Wright and Bowden bad been 
cutting logs from State lands in the NEJ of NE-fc Section 
20 and NEJ of STW| Section 21, T. 13 S., R 28 E., 63 logs 
having been eat and removed in March and April last 

Letters v.eiv also received from M. A. Williams, written 
at the request of Mr. Sterritt, respecting the seizure of 
said timber. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Rcsohrtl. That the Attorney General shall employ 
counsel to pr'n^cute before a committing Magistrate Joe 

Wright. Henry Sterritt, Thomas Sterritt and 

Bowden f(.r trespassing upon the lands belonging to the 
Internal Improvement Fund. 

The follow ing accounts were presented, and allowed, 
and the Tre.-iMiier instructed to pay the same: 

H. S. DuVal. for surveying T. 8 S., R. 9 W., 1885.52. 

Charles F. Hopkins, for investigating trespasses, $ 55.10. 

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales in Mav ind 
June, f 14S.22. 

M. A. Williams, amt. paid B. H. Hopkins for services, 
$5.00. 

George P. Raney, Traveling expenses of self and Gover- 
nor Walker at lending U. S. Court in July, ?25.95. 

George 1*. Rnney. telegrams to and from Jacksonville 5a 
matters iu the V. S. Court, $3.69. 

David S. Walker, Traveling expenses to and from 
Jacksonville as Attorney of the Board in June. $35.00. 

Hugh A. Corley, Telegrams and court records, |3.i0. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Treasurer pay 1.0 
Gov. David S. Walker one hundred dollars, on account of 
professional services as Attorney of the Board. 

Application was received for the cancellation of Entrv 
No. 8271 made September 8. 1877, by Lahan O'Neill and 
William O'Neill upon the NE} of MW| of Seetion 28. 
Township 30. Smith, Range 20, East, upon the ground 
that said land had not been patented to the State; and 
no deed having been made by the Trustees for said land, 
and the certificate of purchase having been returned, it 
was 
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Ordered. Tint said entry be cancelled, and the pure base 
money (fort;- dollars) paid therefor be refunded. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolred, That the Attorney General be authorized to 
employ Messrs. Hartridge and Cbisholm. of Savannah, to 
prosecute the claim of the Internal Improvement Fund 
against the Estate of Edward Houstoun for the sinking 
fund of tlw Florida Atlantic and Gulf Centra!" Railroad. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 24, 1878. 

The Board met in the Comptroler's Office. 

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The following bills were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid : 

Charles H. Foster, Clerk of the Supreme Court, for bal- 
ance of costs in the following cases : 
State of Florida & Trustees I. I. Fund vs. J. P. k 

M. M. R. R. Co. et al ♦14.72' 

Fla. Central R. R. Co. vs. State of Florida and 

Trustees I. I. Fund 4.36 

The Trustees I. I. Fund vs. St. Johns Railway 

Company 7.93 

W. G. Stewart, P. U. at Tallahassee, Postage for 

Salesman's Office 21 .80 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 

President pro tern, 

AtteBt : 

HUGH A, CORLET, V 

Secretary. 4 . 

- ■-. ■ f 

'HP* 
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Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 9, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Baney, Attorney General. 

The Atty. Genl. acted as Secretary. 

A letter of July 19th, 1878, from the Commr. of the 
Genl, Land Office in relation to certain lands — Lots 1 & 
2, Bee. 18 and frac. Sec. 17 & Lot 2, Sec. 7, all in T. 12 
S. E. 22 E. claimed to have been erroneously patented to 
the State as swamp lands, and asking a relinquishment 
of the same, and a letter from Sain I. A. Switnn of Fer- 
nandina asking endorsement of the Governor, Atty. Genl, 
& Commr. L. & I. as to lands of Fia. L. & I. Co. were 
read and further -consideration of the same deferred till 
the Comr. of L, & I. returns- 
Letter of July 13. 1878, from Commr. of Genl. Land 
Office, notifving Governor of the final rejection of claim 
of State to W| of Lot 1 and W£ Lot 2, Sec. 30, T. 8 B., E. 
22 E. was read. 

The Attorney Genl. reported having visited Savannah, 
Ga.. and employed B. E. Lester, Esqr., to commence suit 
against the Executors of E. Houstoun to recover balance 
•i Fla. A. & G. B. E. Sinking Fund moneys and it was 
ordered that 1100.110 be paid Mr. Lester a« a retainer. 

Notice from John Varnum. U. S. Beceiver and J. A 
Lee. Begister at Gainesville of complaint bv M. G. Fort- 
»er. that SE} of NEJ Sec. 35 & W| of BWJ, BWJ of NWi 
Sec. 36. T. 30 B. 23 is not swamp or overflowed land and 
of a hearing at Bartow, Polk Co., Aug. 30, 1878, was 
read. 

Board adjourned. 

GEO. F. DBEW. 
G(EO. P. BANEY. Atty. Genl. 
Sec. pro teni. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 10, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

i Vilnmbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Baney, Atty. Genl. 
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The following telegram was received and read from 
Samuel A. Swann: 

"Fernandina, Fla., Aug. 10, 1878. 
"Benjamin J. Hilton, telegraphs from New York : 'Can 
"von secure without Legislature charter for ship canal 
"in perpetuity with right of way guaranteed and liberal 
'•grant of land not taxable fill Canal in operation. On 
"these conditions we will furnish the millions to pay liens 
"on terms named by you.' Telegraph what reply I shall 
"make." 

The following reply was sent to the same: 
"The Board will he disposed to make a liberal grant 
"of land. As to other matters will do all in its power. 
"Thev had better send out agent to confer." 

GEO. F. DREW for Board." 
Board adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 
GEO. V. RANEY. 

Atty. Genl. Sec. pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 26, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of July 24 and August 9 & 10 were read 
and approved. 

The copy of a letter from B. J. Hilton, of New York, 
to Saml. A. Svrann, was placed before the Board, with 
respect to securing a charter for a Ship Canal across 
Florida, and the Secretary was instructed to reply to the 
communication. 
The following hills were presented and approved : 

Gov. George F. Drew, for telegraphing $ 3.93 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on sales in July 206.70 

The account of E. J. Berry for expenses during the 
present year, amounting to $378.25 was presented, and 
was postponed until the items charged should be more 
specifically stated. 



A letter was received from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office asking a relinquishment from the 
State of the title to Lots >~cs. 2 & 3 Section 34. Township 
26, South, Range 13, East, which lands were sold by the 
United States to Samuel E. Hope August 24. 1855, and 
which were subsequently approved and patented to the 
State as swamp lands. 

Said letter was referred to the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The Board then adjourned. 

"GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Fla., Sept. 21, 1878., 

■The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 

The Attorney General was elected Secretary pro tern. 

Bills of E. J. Berry, Timber Agent for extra expenses 
in January., February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August and September (up to loth of Sept. & inclusive) 
1878, in surveying and traveling amounting to four hun- 
dred and eighty nine dollars and ten cents ($489.10) 
were approved and ordered paid. 

Of the above amount $48.91 is.chargable to school 
lands, as reported by Mr. B. and the School Board is 
liable to this Board for this amount. 

Mr. Berry advises that the Merrill trespass claim be 
compromised. 

The following resolution was passed: 

Resolved that no sales shall be made of lands lying on 
either side of and within six miles of the Rail Road bed 
lying between Waldo and Oca la until the further order 
of this board and that the agents for the sale of land be 
so notified, and directed in case any application for the 
purchase of said lands or any part thereof is made, to 



273 

notify the applicants that the propriety of selling the 
same is under consideration and to note the time of all 
applications to purchase, in order that the perron or per- 
sons first applying may have the preferred right to pur- 
chase in case ft shall be determined to sell the same. 

A communication from D. L. Yulee, President of Pen- 
insular Railroad Company enclosing a copy of a deed of 
transfer from the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit 
Company to the Peninsular R. R. Company, of that por- 
tion of its incompleted line which lies between Waldo & 
Ocala, with the request that the fact of the receipt of the 
same be recorded in the minute book of the proceedings 
of the Board and that the Board acknowledge the receipt 
of said letter and the enclosure and requesting that the 
acknowledgement of the receipt of the same be verified 
under the seal of the Board, waB received — and it was 
ordered that the request be complied with. 

The deed of transfer is tiled. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, , 

President. 
GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secy, pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 28, 1878. 
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund met in Lhe Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney peneral. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
A letter was received from Charles A. Choat*, Editor el 
the "Florida Immigrant" with reference to inserting an 
advertiseuipnt of the pnblic lands in said paper and stat- 
ing the terms for which the same will be done It was 
apreed by the Board to insert an advertisement occupying 
one full pa^e at the rate of twenty five dollars per month. 
Notice wan received from the C 8. Land Office :it 
Gainesville that complaint had been entered at that office 
18 I. I. 
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bv 3. J. Hatcher iigainst the State of Florida alleging 
that the N*i of SEJ and H| of SYVi of Section 20, Town- 
ship 30, South. Range 23, East, is not swamp hind. with 
a view to the cancellation of the claim of the said State 
to said Ian 1, and summoning the parties interested to ap- 
pear at Peace Creek before Hon. J. A. Fortner, County 
Judge on the 21st Octoher, 1ST?, to respond and furnish 
testimony concerning the trne character of said land. 

Also, a similar notice of complaint by Robert natcher 
with respect t.i the BfW| of Spetion 10. Town sh in 30. 
South, Kange 2:1. East, with summons to appears at Peace 
Creek before Judge Fortner on the 22nd October, 1378. 

Application was received from Andrew Kicklighter for 
a change of onsrv No. 7574 made bv him May ft, 1870, upon 
the Si of SKI and BBJ of SWj Section 24,' T. 31 S. Yl. 22 
E.. to the Si of SE] and SIC] of S\V] Section 24, T. 31 S„ 
R. 21 E.. si'Hl s-aid application being accompanied with the 
affidavit required in such cases and with the deed oxeeutfd 
by the Trustees, and with a deed from said Aodrf w Kick- 
lighter reconvening the lands originally pim-hn^ed to the 
Trustees, ft iran Ordered, that the change of entry applied 
for be allowed. 

An application was received from J. V. Harris, of Mon- 
roe county, for the priivlege of draining 1280 nci-es of tin- 
Mirveyed overflowed land lying on the North bank of Rog- 
er's river ahont two miles from its mouth, the said land to 
lie conveyed to the said Harris in consideration of re- 
claiming the same aud small price per acre — 

Ordered, That the Salesman write to the County Sur- 
veyor of Monroe county to examine the land nnd report 
its condition, and so describe the tract wanted by I)r. 
Harris that the feame may be clearly set forth in any con- 
tract for the reclamation thereof. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, to whom 
was referred the lettPr of the Commissioner of the ">n- 
eral Land Office of August 5, 1878, asking a relinquish- 
ment of the State's title to Lots Xos. 2 and 3, Section 84, 
T. 26 S.. P. 15 E.. which lota were sold by the United 
Stares to Sumnel E. Ho[je % \ugnst 24. 1855, bu: were sub- 
sequently patented to the State as swamp lands, reported 
that said lots had been sold by the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund to John Parsons March 11, 1867, 
and the State having thus parted with the title could not 



how make tic* desired relinquishment to the l.'nited 
States; and the Governor has notified the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to that effect. 

The account of M. A. Williams, amounting to $31.42, 
commissions en sales at Jacksonville for the month of 
August. 187S, was received, approved and ordered paid. 

On motion, the Treasurer was directed to pay Hon. 
Geo. P. Raney, One hundred dollars on account of profes- 
sional services as Attorney of the Board. 

The affidavit and testimony furnished hy James P. 
Stone with respect to the reclamation of lands in Sections 
4. 5, 8 and 17, Township 3. South. Range 9, West, was read 
and decided to tie satisfactory, and the Salesman was in- 
structed to prep&re a deed for the signature of the Trus- 
tees conveying to said James B. Stone 160 acres of 1he 
land reclaimed by him in accordance with the resolution 
of the Board adopted March B, 1877. 

The Sect et.ny laid before the Board a letter from S. I. 
Waites, !->((.. iho agent for the adjustment of the land 
clsiimR of the Statp before the Department of the Interior 
in Wash ins ton. in which he calls the attention of the 
Board to the fnct that patents for a large quantity nf 
swamp lands selected prior to 1861 have been executed by 
the General Government, and the delivery thereof with- 
held hy order of the Department, and requesting to lie in- 
formed whether he. the said Wailes. will be entitled to his 
commissions on procuring the delivery of said patents 
under the resolution, adopted by the Board Aprii 13, 1878. 

It was unanimously agreed by the Board thai the reso- 
lution adopted April 13. 1878. employing S. I. Wailcs. 
Esq., as Agent to procure the adjustment of the claims of 
the State fnr s-wamp lands selected prior to 1861, was in- 
tended to allow him the amount of commissions therein 
agreed upon f'*r all lands selected as swamp prior io said 
date for which no patents had yet been received by the 
State, whether such patents had been issned or not. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, Octolier 4, 1878. 
The Board of Trnstees of xhe Internal Improvement 
Fund met in ibc Executive Office. 

Present : Oeoi^re F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Resohcd, That the appraisement of the Internal Im- 
provement Lands in Madison and Hamilton counties era- 
hraced in Liftl No. 21 of the Tallahassee Land District be 
reduced to one dollar and twenty five cents per acre, and 
that said hinds be sold at that price hereafter. 

Attorney General Baney laid before the Board a notice 
addressed to him and James if. Baker, Esq., as Solicitors 
of the Board, from the Solicitor of Francis Yose, giving 
notice that on the 21st instant witnesses would be exam- 
ined in the City of New York before a Commissioner to 
testify in the matter of the claim of Mr. Vose for expenses 
in prosecuting his suit against the Trustees. The Attor- 
ney General was requested to write to Judge Baker and 
request him to attend at said examination of witnesses 
and represent this Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DBEW, President. 

HUGH A. COELET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. October 10, 1878. 
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund met in the Treasurer's Office. 

Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
• Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The Treasurer laid before the Board a communication 
from James M. Baker, Esq., announcing his intention of 
going to New York, in compliance with the request of the 
Board, to represent the Trustees before the Commissioner 
appointed to take testimony in the suit of Francis Vose, 
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and asking a remittance of |150 to pay traveling ex- 
penses. There being no money in the Treasury, on motion 
unanimously agreed to. the Treasurer was authorized and 
requested to liorrow said amount of money, and send it to 
Judge Baker for the purposes specified. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. October 10, 1878. 

The Board i»f Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fond met in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
George P- Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of August 26, September 21 and 28 and 
October 4 and If) were read and approved". 

The following accounts were presented and approved, 
viz: 

George P. Raney .-.Traveling Expenses to Savannah and 
Jacksonville on the business of the Board, $30.00. 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on sales in September, 
134.38. 

W. G. Stewart, Postage for Salesman's office. $3.20. 

A. Dogsett. for copy of record of coupons, $.'.00. 

C. A. Chuate for advertisement in Immigrant for Octo* 
ber. 125.00. 

Charles E. Dyke, printing for salesman's office, $40,00. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from K. I. 
Wailes. Esq., stating what progress had been made In the 
General Laud Office towards the adjustment of tiie land 
claims of the State, and inquiring what compensation will 
be allowed him for procuring the approval and patenting 
of swamp lam's selected for the State since 18(11. 

It was unanimously agreed by the Board that they will 
allow as compensation to Mr. Wailes for procuring the 
confirmation of swamp lands selected for the State since 
the war, two cents per acre for every acre patented to the 
State, to lie paid in lands at the current price for such 
lands at the date of any payment. 
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A letter was received from Mr. William C. Cloyd, of 
Gainesville, stating that he is preparing for publication 
a work on Florida, and giving the terms on which he will 
insert an advertisement of State lands — 

Ordered. That the Secretary reply to Mr. t'lnyd I hat 
the present < mbarassed condition of the Fund will not 
justify the Hoard in inserting the proposed advertisement. 

A letter W5WP received from Mr. T>. R. Knowltnn stating 
that objection had been made in the Circuit Court of St. 
Johns County to a deed executed by the Trustees, to cer- 
tain swamp land in which he owns an interest, on the 
ground that Kiid deed should have been executed in the 
presence of witnesses, and requesting to know if such at- 
testation of + he signatures of the Trustees is necessary to 
the validity of their deeds. 

The Secretary stated that he had replied to the letter 
of Mr. Knowlton, evpressing the opinion that the Meal of 
thp Florida State Land Office was a sufficient attestation 
of deeds executed by the Trustees of the Internal , Im- 
provement Fund; and the letter of Mr. Knwolton was 
placed on file. 

Notice was received from the T T . S. Land Office at 
Gainesville that Charles E. Fortner contests the swamp 
selection of N\ of HE*. Section 35, fJWJ of NW} Sec 
tion 36. and SEj of SE* Section 26. T. 3ft. S. E. 23, E. 
and summoning all parties interested to appear at Peace 
Creek before ITon. 3. A. Fortner. County Judge, on the 1st 
November next to respond and furnish testimony concern- 
ing the true character of said land. 

Notice was also received of a similar comnfaint by J. 
Ashley Fortner respecting SWi of SET and SF,4 >f SW|, 
Section 22. and XW\ of NE} and NE} of NWJ, Section 
27. T. 30. S. R. 23. E„ with summons to appear at Peace 
Creek before Judge Fortner on '.he 2d November. 

Application was received from Math his M. I 'lack burn 
for a change of Entry No. «S3ft6 from tin* FA of NEK ' <s ^*- 
•tinn 26. Township 3. South. Range 14 East, to the KA of 
SE| of tic 1 fiinip section. Mr. Blackburn having ret tim- 
ed his de*Hl and made the required affidavit, it is Ordered. 
That the change of entry be allowed upon lih> executing 
a deed conveying the first named tract to the Tm steep, " 

Application was received from William Van Fte*»t. Na- 
than S. mount. William B.,Varn and Alfred H. Pars low 
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asking a change of Entry Xo. 8484, so as to sulistitute the 
Si of NWJ and NE4, of HW| of Section 24. Township 27, 
South, Range 25, East, in the place of the 8EJ of NWf 
and XE} of SWJ, Section 3ft. Township 27. South, Range, 
2fi. East, and NW£ of XEJ, Section 36, Township 27. 
South, Rang" 25. East. Said application was mrom- 
panied with the affidavit in such cases required and with 
a deed reconvening to the Trustees the last named lands; 
whereupon, it was Ordered. That the change of entry be 
allowed. 

The Board then adjonrned. 
Attest: GEO. F. BREW, Fresident. ( 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. October 31. 1878. x - 

The Board met. 

Present: George F. Drew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 

Tne following preamble and resolution were adopted: 

TVon consideration of the application of the Peninsu- 
lar Railroa:l Company for such modification of the sev- 
enth specification of the Sixth Section of the Internal Im- 
provement Act of January 6. 1855. as will authorize Ihe 
use of iron ii|>on the track of their road between Waldo 
and Oca la of the weight of thirty five pounds to the iineal 
yard, in virtue of the authority vested in this Board by 
the amendatory act approved December 14. 1S"»5. 

It in Resolved, That this Board gives consent and ap- 
proval to the use of iron upon the track of said road 
weighing thirty five pounds to the lineal yard, instead of 
sixty pounds per lineal yard as required in the seventh 
specification of the Sixth Section of the Act of January 
fi, 1855: and that the application of the said Peninsular 
Railroad Company lie filed among the records of the 
Board. 

The Board then adjonrned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. ! 

. Sec. pro tern. ? 

I 
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Tallahassee, Florida, Xovember 15, 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor, 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Governor laid hefore the Board a communication 
from Mr. Alfred H. Parslow recommending that Mr. Wil- 
liam Van Fleet be employed as agent for the sale of lands 
in Chicago; which was read, and the Secretary instructed 
to correspond with Mr. Van Fleet in reference, to such 
proposed agency. 

Mr. James B. Stone applied for a deed to Lot Xo. 1 and 
B£ of XE} ant XEJ of RE} of Section 8, in Township 3. 
South, Rans^ 9, West, in consideration of the drainage 
of certain lands in said township under the contract made 
with the Board March 7th. 1S77, and the Salesman was 
instructed to jnepare a deed conveying the lands applied 
for to the sai'i James B, Stone. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

Florida Immigrant. Advertising for Xovemher. $23.00. 

M. A. WiMiams. Toms, on sales in October, $28,00. » 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretarr. 



Tallahassee. Florida. Xovember 22. 1S78. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present : rolnmbns Drew. Comptroller. 

Gem-are P. Raney. Attnrnev General. 
Hucrh .-\. Cnrley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Mr. James G. Merrill and Mr. T. -T. Moorp appeared he- 
fore the Ron i*d for the nnrpo 1 ^ of effecting a compromise 
in the matter of certain cedar p°izeo* by the Sheriff of 
Wafenlla county as cnt hv Mr. Merrill upon State lands. 
and afterwards claimed hv said Merrill an 6" delivered to 
him under the 0th Section of the Act of March 0. 1877. 
and con-kerning which propped injrs are now nn^fiinnf ' m 
Jefferson Circuit Court. The Commissioner of Lands and 
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Immigration stated that after consultation with several 
of the Trustees, he had authorized the Timber Agent, Mr. 
Berry, to compromise said claim upon the payment by Mr, 
Meri'll of ten cents per cubic foot for the cedar and the 
costs of the proceedings. Mr. Merrill offered to compro- 
mise by paying five cents per cubic foot for the cedar. 

Messrs. Merrill and Moore having withdrawn, the 
Board consulted together and agreed that if Mr. Merrill 
would pay Mnmpage on the cedar at fen cents i«r»cnbic 
foot, the prKT-edinps in court might be dismissed, each 
party paving his own costs. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: C. DREW. President pro torn. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. November 30. 1873. 

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 

Fresent : Walter Owynn. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Mr. Gwynn was chosen President pro tem. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Be it Rewired htf the Board of Trusters of the Tntemal 
Improvement Fund, That prior to entries being made un- 
der and by virtue of the resolution adopted February 1, 
1877, allowing and regulating pre-emptions on unconfirm- 
ed swamp hinds, proof of the settlement therehy required 
shall be mao*^ to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration, under such- ruies as may be pre- 
scribed bv this Board : and where a pre-emption claim nas 
continued the cultivation and improvement of the land. 
Certificates of pre-emption hereafter issued shall only he 
been assigned, the assignee shall make proof that he has 
assigned bv returning the same to the Salesman of the 
Board wifh a written assignment indorsed thereon or ac- 
companying the same, together with an affidavit of *he 
assignee thnt he has procured said assignment for the pur- 
pose of occupying and cultivating? the lands .embraced in 
such certiflcHte; whereupon, a new certificate will be is- 



282 

sued to tin 1 assignee. Where a person entitled to claim 
the benefits of the pre-emption regulations dies before the 
time fixed for consummating his claim by entry, the rights 
of entering 5 be land shall inure to the widow, or, if there 
l»e no widow, to the heirs or devisee. Where any lands 
have been nr may be claimed as a pre-emption under ihe 
regulations of this Board, and it shall be shown to the 
satisfaction of the Board or the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration, that the claimant has never settled 
upon said laud, or that the lands, at the time of filing the 
declaratory statement and affidavit, embraced the resi- 
dence, cultivated lands or improvements of any other per- 
son than the claimant, or that the settler has abandoned 
said land, such pre-emption claim shall be canceled and 
the lands shall l>e subject to pre-emption by any oilier 
actual settler. 

The fnllmvinp accounts were oresentetf and allowed: 

W. G. S-ewnrt. P. M. at Tallahassee, Postage for Sales- 
man's office. (@&J0. 

Hugh A, Cor ley. cash paid for telegrams and copy of 
orders and papers in T*. S. Circuit Court (Tone vs. Trus- 
tees). $8.85. 

On motion, it was Ordered. That the Treasurer pay to 
David S. Walker, Esq., One bun fired dollars on account 
of professional services as Attorney of the Board. 

The following applications were received for changes of 
entrv and were allowed bv the Board r 

By Samuel Hammock. Entry Xo. 55ft8. from Wl of SW> 
Section 34, Township 3. Smith. Range If), East, to \VJ of 
SWJ Section M. Township 3. North. Range 10, East. " 

By Charity E. MoAnlav. Entry Xo. 4052. from *he 
South half of Lot Xo.-2 of NWJ, Section 18. Township SI. 
South, Range 25. East, fen the South half of Lot Xo. 2 of 
XWJ Section 18, Township 31, South, Range 2fi, East. 

By William IT. Einmois. Entry Xo. 8251. from SE1 of 
XE| Section 13, Township 32. South. Range 18, Enst. to 
NW| of KEj of satne section. 

The Salesman represented to the Board that in March 
last. Mrs. Hannah Jane Patrick had forwarded money to 
enter Lot X.». ^ of Serlion 1. and Lot Xo. 1 of Section 2, 
Township 2ft. South, Rai» ( 2e 18. East, which money was 
duly received, but the entry was not made at the time be- 
cause Mrs. Patrick had expressed an intention to forward 
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by the next mail the money to enter more land adjacent 
thereto; that Ihe remittanee and application were over- 
looked and on the 2nd April James H. Hutchinson was 
permitted to enter the n| of Lot No. 11 of Portion 2 in 
said Township, being a part of the land applied for and 
paid for by Mrs. Patrick, but no deed was made to said 
Hntchinso>i for said land : Whereupon. It intx Ordered, 
That Entry No. 8496 of the Hf of Lot No, l. Section 2, T. 
20, S„ R. IS. R. made by said Hutchinson April 2d, 1878, 
he canceled, and that the purchase money paid therefor 
lie refunded upon return of the certificate of purchase. 

Notice was received from the V. S. Land Office at 
Gainesville that David Branch contests the State selection 
of W| of BE} and FA of 8W4., Section 36. Township 30, 
South, Range 23, East, alleging that the same is not 
swamp nor overflowed land, and summoning all interested 
parties to appear at Peace Creek before J. A. Fortner, 
County Ju< Ige, on the 23d December, 1878, to respond and 
furnish testimony concerning the true character of said 
land. 

The Board fhen adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 6. 1878. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present George F. Drew, Governor. 

Cnlumbos Drew. Comptroller. ■ 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

The Comptroller acted as Secretary. 

The Board having received the copy of an order of the 
Circuit Court of the Northern District of Florida, dated 
5th December, 1878. modifying the order of May, 1877, 
which authorised the Trustees to receive in payment for 
lands one half of the coupons of the bonds issued under 
the provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, so as to 
authorize the Trustees to require, at their discretion, the 
payment of not more than twenty per cent, of the price of 
any sale to he made in lawful money of the United 
States, it was 
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Resolved. That the Salesman be directed to require the 
said payment of twenty per cent, from this date. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

C. DREW, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 17th, 1878. 

Board met in trie Attorney General's Office, 

Present : Hon. C. Drew, Comptroller. 

Hon. Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

Hon. Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 

The Comptroller acted as President pro tern and the 
Attorney General as Secretary pro tern. 

The following accounts mere approved and ordered 
paid viz : 

Walter Gwynn, Esq.. for amount borrowed and ad- 
vanced to James M. Baker. Esq., Atty. for Board to pay 
his expenses to New York to attend the taking of testi- 
mony in the matter of the petition of Francis Vose for ex- 
penses, &c. in the case of F. Vose v. Trustees I. I. Fnnd 
(one hundred and fifty dollars). * 150.00. 

W. K. Beard, for taking testimony in behalf of Trustees 
Int. Im. Fund of R. H. Gamble, T. W. Brewer, & C. H. 
Foster, (twenty five dollars), f 25.00. 

Geo. P. Raney fr expenses at Jacksonville to attend the 
fnited Stales Court (twenty one 75-100) $21.75. 

D. P. Walker. For expenses at Jackson Til Is to attend 
the UniteJ States Court (Ten dollars), $10.00. 

The Board adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, Prest. pro tem. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Sec. pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 21, 1878. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor, 
Walter Gwynu, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands it 
Immigration. 
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The minnies of October 19th and 31st, November I.~th. 
2M and :»lth, and December Gth and 17th were read and 
approved. 

The following accounts were approved and ordered 
paid: 

Florida Immigrant, advertising for December, $25.00. 

M, A. Wiiliarns, Commissions on sales in November, 
1119.09. 

A letter was received from A. X. Pacetti. Sheriff and 
ex-offieio Timber Agent for St, Johns County, complain- 
ing: that parties commit trespass by cutting timber on the 
public lantU, and when the Timber Agent proceceds to 
survey the lands to inquire into the trespass they send 
forward the money and enter the land, thus attempting 
to shield themselves from responsibility, when they would 
not have maile the entry buj for the steps taken by the 
Timber Agc&t to investigate the trespass. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Remlvctl. That whenever any Timber Ageni shall have 
cause to suspect that any person or person* have com- 
mitted or are committing trespass upon any of the State 
lands and sha'l notify, the Salesman of this Board or the 
Agent for the sale of lands at Jacksonville of that fact, 
and shall request the Salesman or Agent to withhold sn«h. 
lands from sale until he can ascertain whether such tres- 
pass has U-en committed and can take the necessary steps 
for the prosecution of the offenders or seizure of timber, 
said Salesman and Agent shall not permit any person to 
enter sue hhmds or any part thereof until the Timber 
Apent shall report his proceedings in reference thereto 
and shall have had an opi>ortunity to take the necessary 
legal steps for the protection of the State property and 
prosecution of the trespassers: 

Proridcd, that no lands shall be withheld front sale un- 
der this resolution longer than four weeks. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Wil- 
liam Van Flee!, of Chicago, in refernce to the establish- 
ment of an agency for the sale of lands at that place; 
which was read and referred to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration for reply. 

The Board Mich adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, January Ifi, 1879. 

The Board iiiet in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. I hew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

An application was received from John J. HI rick land 
for a change of Entry Xo. 847(5 made by him. from the 
North East quarter of the South Eas: quai-ier of Section 
Thi-ee, in Township Eleven. South, of Ran&o Twenty fonr, 
East, to the South East quarter of the Nor Hi West quar- 
ter of the same section ; and the original deed having been 
returned, and a deed executed relinquishing the first 
named tract ro the Trustees, and the affidavit having 
been made in acordance with the regulation of the- Board, 
it was • 

Ordered. That the change of entry be made us re- 
quested. 

The following accounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid: 

The Florida Immigrant, advertisement in January 
number. $25,00. 

W. G. StewaiT, P. M., Postage and box rent. Salesman's 
Office. flO.00. 

W. P. Denham, Apthorp's Map for use of Timber 
Agent. fl.ni). 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on Sales in December, 
1878. ?17.40. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 20, 1879. 
The Board met in the P'xecu the Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
lion. James G. Speer and Hon. John M. Bryan nppear- 
ed before the Board on behalf of the Apopka Canal Com- 
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panv. with icspect to a contract for the construction of a 
canal cflfBOWetJBi the waters of Lake Apopka and I^ike 
Kustis an dthe drainage of the overflowed laud^ adjacent 
to Lake Apopka and I^ake Dora, in consideration of the 
lands so it. laiiued. After some time spent in discussing 
tbe merits and details of the proposed measure, the con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until another meeting. 

An application was received from £liskn Padgett for a 
change of Entry No. 8455. made by him April ?, 1S78, 
from the NM of XW| of Section 27, Township 7, South, 
Range 211, East, to the N+ of NE^ of the same section, 
and the original deed having been returned, and ti 1eed 
executed /econveying the first named tract to the. Trustees, 
and the required affidavit having been made, it was 

Ordered, That the change of entry be made as re- 
quested. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a communication from William H. Milton, 
Esq., State's Attorney for the 1st Judicial Circuit, alleg- 
ing that the State lands in Holmes County .*re being 
tresspassed upon and the timber cut and removed, and 
that the county officers are without maps to guide them 
in the detection and punishment of the trespassers; and 
suggesting that such maps be furnished. 

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to have plats 
prepared and furnished to the County officers of Holmes 
County, showing the location of the State Lands. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from Mr. 
H. S. Duncan recommending the establishment of an 
agency in Santa Rosa county, for the sale of State Lands; 
which was read and referred to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration for reply. 

The following bills were presented, approved and or- 
dered paid: 

George P. Raney, Traveling Expenses to Jackson- 
ville and back on professional business for the 
Trustees $13.50 

W. T. Webster, copy of field notes furnished Tim- 
ber Agent , 3.00 
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The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
" Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 28, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The proceedings of the last three meetings were read 
and approved. 

The account of John McDaugall for stationery furn- 
ished the Salesman's office, amounting to $6.35 was pre- 
sented and approved. 

Messrs. John C. Chambers and H, W. Walter appeared 
before the Board and presented the plan and designs of 
the Tropical Florida Railway, Tramroad, Canal, and 
European Colonization Company, proposing to construct 
a line of railway from some point on the railroad west 
of Jacksonville through South Florida, and also to re- 
claim large bodies of swamp and overflowed lands, and 
promote immigration; and some time was spent in dis- 
cussing the merits of the proposed enterprise and the 
aid that could lawfully be extended in the construction 
of the contemplated improvements. 
The Board then adjourned, 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 30th, 1879 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gw.vnn. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The Attorney General was chosen Secretary pro tern. 

The account of K. Fenwick Taylor for forty dollars 
for professional services rendered the Board in the mat- 
ter of timber seisure at Cedar Keys was approved and 
ordered paid. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President 

Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY, 
Sec. pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 4, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbns Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. < 

The Committee on Public Lands of the Assembly ap- 
peared and conferred with the Board with respect to the 
present condition of the Internal Improvement Fund and 
the measures best calculated to relieve the Fund from its 
embarrassments. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
19 I. I. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 5, 1879. 
The Board met ia the Executive. Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

George P. Rauey, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lauds 
aud Immigration. 

Samuel It. Thompson having, on the 3d July, 185t>, 
entered the SWJ of XWJ of Section 25, and the SE£ of 
NE£ & NEJ of SE} of Section 26. in Township 7, South, 
Range 19, Kant, (Entry No. I84S) for which a deed was 
made to him September 211, l.Soil. and it appearing that 
the NEJ of SEJ; of Section 2fi did not belong to the In- 
ternal Improvement Fond, applied for a ram-clhttiou %f 
the entry as to that tract and the refunding of the pur- 
chase money paid therefor; and the said Samuel B. 
Thorn pson having executed a deed reconveying said 
lands to the Trustees, and having made an affidavit that 
the original deed issued to him had been destroyed by 
fire, it mas 

Ordered. That the said Entry be cancelled as to flie 
NEJ of 8EJ of Section 2<>. and that the purchase money 
paid therefor, amounting to $54.50 be refunded ; and that 
a new deed for the other lands be executed and delivered 
to the said S. B. Thompson. 

The Board rben adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary 



Tallahassee. Florida. February 11, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. T>rew. Governor. 
Columbus Brew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gw.vnn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney Genera). 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
Several commnni cations were laid before the Board from 
S. I. Watles. Esq.. ren|>ecting the progress in prm-nung a 
settlement of the land claims of the Stilts Etnd'the liiud- 
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ranees thereto, and Mr. Ingham Coryell, nf Washington, 
appeared before the Board, as representing Mr. Wailes and 
made verbal statements upon the same matters. Among 
other papers transmitted by Mr. Wailes was a iopv of an 
appointment by Governor Stearns made November 50, 
IHTii. appointing Leonard O. T»ennis as Agent of the State 
to prosecute claims before the I>and Department in 
Washington : an agreement between said Dennis and 
Charles Ponieroy, appointing said Pomeroy as Attorney 
for the prosecution nf such claims, and agreeing to pa.* 
him ten per cent, in kinds for all moneys, scrip and lands 
secured bv him: an affidavit of said Pomeroy re«r oiling 
his employment by said Dennis and that as the result of 
bis labors ho had procured the issuing of a patent to the 
State for more than 58.00(1 acres of swamp lands: also 
letters from II. C and K. C. Tngersoll. Attorneys: of said 
Pomeroy. addressed to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. leqnesting that the patent so issued lie with- 
held until ihe settlement of Mr. Pomeroy's claim for per 
centage thereon. According to the statements made by 
ftr. Wailes in his letters and hy Mr. Coryell, the General 
Land Office recognized Mr. Dennis as the Stat* 1 Agent, 
and Mr, Pomeroy as his Attorney, and Mr. Pomeroy did 
the work ni the Land Department resulting in ihe issuing 
•f said pafenr. Wheienpon the following resolution* 
were unanimously adopted: 

Whrreax, information has been received by this ttoard 
that a patent for about 58.000 acres of swamp lands has 
been executed by th» government of the United States to 
the State of Florida, and is now in the Geueial Land 
Office retained by reason of an alleged claim 1 hereon for. 
the services of the Agent or Attorney in procuring the 
same — the said claim having been asserted by Charles 
Pomeroy, Esq.. ns the Attorney of Leonard O Dennis, 
formerly Commissioned as Agent of the State, and being 
for the amount of ten per cent, of the lands en- braced in 
e-aid patent, and it appearing that the issninjr of said 
patent was secured by the services of said Pomeroy. 

Be it React ce<l by the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, That Sidney I. Wailes. Lsq., our 
j'ggent before the Land Department in Washington, be 
authorized to adjnst the said claim of said Charles Pome- 
roy by allowing commissions not to exceed ten per cent. 
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of the hi ml- patented as aforesaid, upon receiving from 
Mr, Pora<*roy a release from himself and the <»aid Leonard 
G. Dennis of all claims against the State or the internal 
Improvement Fund on account of the patenting of said 
lands. 

Be it further Regolved, That upon the adjustment if 
said claim and the delivery of* the said patents. Hie said 
Charles Pomeroy shall lie authnriz-ed to select the hi mis 
to which he is entitled, and due conveytwue tlierof will he 
made to him. 

Mr. Coryell, on In-half of Mr. Wailes. delivered to the 
Governor a patent for swamp lands amounting to 
29.50ft.7i5, and said patent was delivered to the Commis- 
sioner of I aii'Jr* and Immigration to be deposited in the 
State Land < JlFice. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Mr. 8. f. Wailes having delivered to the Governor a 
patent for swamp lands embracing 29.509. 75-100 acres, 
and being entitled to eight per cent of said lands nnder 
the resolution adopted April 13, 1878. amounting to 
2,360.78 acres ; 

Resolved. That Mr, Wailes be authorized to select the 
said quantity <;f lands to which he is entitled as aforesaid 
from those embraced in said patent; and the Salesman is 
authorized and instructed to convey to him the lands so 
selected, .-Mid shall prepare a deed of conveyance thereof 
to be executed by the Trustees, or deliver to said Wailes 
certificates of purchase for the lands- so selected, which 
certificates shall be assignable, and for which deeds will 
be substi tided whenever surrendered and filed with the 
Board by the said Wailes or his assignees. 

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to purchasft 
from A. J. Rusell 2,000 copies of a pamphlet called "Flor- 
ida as a Permanent Home," provided they can he obtain- 
ed for |60. 

Mr. George P. Raney presented a bill amounting to 
f25,84 for copies of alt the decrees rendered in the Vose 
suit, copied in a book by the Clerk of the TJ. 3. Conrt at 
Jacksonville, which was approved and ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida. February 12, 187!). 
The Boa ril met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynu, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
JJngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
A communication was received from 15 members of the 
Assembly lemui mending the re-est ;i Id i aliment of what is 
kaown ns the '"Stumpage system/" in the disposal of 1he 
timber upnvi the lands belonging to the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund. 

The Assembly Committee on Public Lands met in con- 
sultation v . itli the Board of Trustees upon the subject 
matter of the change recommended in said eomunmiea- 
tioc, and an interchange of views was had showing a di- 
versity of opinion respecting the proposed measure. 

The Board !hen adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HrGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February 20. 1S70. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwvnn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commission?:' of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the six last minutes were read and ap- 
proved. 

The proportion of the Apopka Canal Company for the 
construct 'n of canals from Lake Apopka to Lake Dora 
and from Lnk.' Dora to Lake Eustis. and the drainage of 
certain swamp and overflowed lands on and near Lake 
^popka. wtis taken up for consideration, and, after some 
time spent in discussing the merits of the proposition, 
the further consideration thereof was postpon?d until an- 
other meeting. 

The Board then ad j on rued. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 25, 1879. 

fThe Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwytttt, Treasurer. 
George P. Kauey. Attorney General. 
HugU A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

MJessrs. John C. Chambers and H. W. Walter, repre- 
senting the Midland Railway Drainage and Canal Com- 
pany, appeared before the board, and stated the objects 
of their association with reference to drainage of lands 
and construction of canals, preparatory to a proposition 
to be made to the Board for a contract for the perform- 
ance of the work. 

The proposition of the Apopka Canal Company, for 
the construction of canals and for drainage, was again 
taken up for consideration ; and the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

Be it Resolved hy the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, That the Apopka Canal Company 
are hereby authorized to enter and ditch and drain the 
following swamp and overflowed lands, to-wit: 

Fractional Section Tint: the South East quarter of the 
North East quarter, the East half of the South East 
quarter, and the South West quarter of the South East 
quarter of Section Ten; the West half of the North West 
quarter, the North East quarter of the South East quar- 
ter, the West half of the South East quarter, and the 
South West quarter of Section Eleven; the East half of 
the North East quarter, the North West quarter of the 
North East quarter, the North half of the North West 
quarter, and the South half of the South West quarter 
of Section Thirteen ; the North East quarter of the North 
West quarter, the West half of the North West quarter, 
and the South fleet quarter of Section Fourteen ; the 
North half of the North East quarter, the South West 
quarter of the North West quarter and the South West 
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Fifteen; 
the East half, the East half of the North West quarter, 
and the East half of the South West quarter of Section 
Twenty three; all of Section Ticentyfour; the East half, 
the South East quarter of the North WeBt quarter, the 
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West half of the North West quarter, and the South' 
West quarter of Section Twenty- five; all of Section 
Twenty-six; the South East quarter of the North West 
quarter, and the South East quarter of Section Twenty- 
seven; the South East quarter of the North East quarter, 
and the East half of the South East quarter of Section 
Thirty-three; all of Section Thirty-four; the West half of 
Section Thirty- five; and all of Section Thirty-sis; in 
Township Twenty. South, of Range Twenty-six, East. 

The Lots numbered One. Two. Three, Pour and Five, 
and the South West quarter of Section One; all of Sec- 
tions Two and Three; the Lot numbered One of Section 
Four; the South East quarter of the South East quarter 
of Section Five; the East half and the North East quar- 
ter of the South West quarter of Section Eight; the West 
half of the North West quarter, the East half of the 
South East quarter, the South West quarter of the South 
East quarter, and the South West quarter of Section 
Xinc; all of Section Ten ; the Lots numbered One, Two, 
Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, Eight, Ten and Eleven of 
Section Eleven; the Lots numbered One and FQur of 
Section Fourteen; all of Section Fifteen; the North East 
qnarter of the North East quarter of Section Seventeen; 
the East half of the North East quarter, the North West 
quarter of the North East quarter, and the South East 
quarter of the South East quarter of Section Twenty- 
one; the Lots numbered One, Two, Three, Four, Five, 
Six, Seven. Ten, Eleven, and Twelve of Section Twenty- 
ttvo; all of fractional Section Twenty-three; the Lots 
numbered Three, Pour and Five and Nine of Section 
Twenty-seven; the North Enst quarter of the North East 
quarter, and the South East quarter of the South East 
quarter of Section Twenty-eight; the North West quar- 
ter of the North East quarter of Section Thirty-three; 
the North East quarter of the North East quarter, the 
West half of the North East quarter, the East half of 
the South East quarter, and the South half of the South 
West qnarter of Section Thirty-four : and the T^ots num- 
bered Two. Three, Four and Five of Section Thirty-five, 
in Township Tictnty-onc, South, of Range Twenty-six, 
East. 

The South East quarter of the North We&t quarter, 
and the East half of the South West qnarter of Section 
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Twelve; the East half of the North West quarter of 
Section- Thirteen; the West half of the North East quar- 
ter, the South East quarter, and the West half of Section 
Tiocnty-three ; and the South East quarter of the South 
West quarter of Section Tieenty-fotir, in Totcnship Twen- 
ty-two, South, of Range Twenty-sir, East. 

The South half of the South East quarter, and the 
South half of the South West quarter of Section Twenty; 
flie South half of the South East quarter, and the South 
half of the South West quarter of Section Twenty-one; 
the West half of the North West quarter, the South West 
quarter of the South East quarter, and the South West 
quarter of Section Ticenty-seren ; all of Section Twenty- 
eight; the East half, the East half of the North WeBt 
quarter, and the East half of the South West quarter of 
Section Twenty-nine; the South half of the North East 
quarter, the South half of the North West quarter, and 
the South half of Section Thirty-one; all of Sections 
Thirty-two and Thirty-three; and the South East quarter 
of the North East quarter, the West half of the North 
East quarter, the South East quarter, and the West half 
of Sect inn Thirty- four; in Township Twenty, South, of 
Range Twenty*eren, East. 

The North West quarter, the South East quarter of 
the South West quarter and the fractional West half of 
the South West quarter of Section- Two; and all of frac- 
tional Section Eleren in Township Twenty-one, South, of 
Range Twenty-seven, East. 

Be it further Rexohcd. That when the Apopka Canal 
Company shall drain lands and render them fit for cul- 
tivation, and shall construct a navigable canal connect- 
ing the waters of Lake Apopka with Lake Dora, and also 
a navigable pan a] between Lake Dorn and &ake Eustis, 
or render the Oclawaha river navigable between said 
Lakes, said canals to be of sufficient depth and width to 
be navigated, at oridnary stages of water on said Lakes, 
by steamboats drawing thirty inches of water and of not 
less than twenty feet beam, and for such boats to pass 
en eh other, and shall furnish to this Board proof of the 
completion of said canals and the drainage of at least 
three fourths of said lands, this Hoard will convey to 
the said Apopka Canal Company four fifths of the lands 
mentioned in the foregoing resolution : provided, said 



25>7 

work shall be done and proof thereof made on or before 
the first day of .January. 1881. lie it fad her Kemlved. 
That if the said canals shall be completed lief ore the first 
day of January. 1881. and three fourths of all the lands 
aforesaid 1 have not l>een drained so as t« render them fit 
for cultivation, then this Board will convey to said Com- 
pany four-fifths of the lauds which have been reclaimed: 
and said company shall be allowed one year longer to re- 
claim the remainder, and fonr fifths of such lands as may 
thereafter be reclaimed by said" Company, prior to the 
first day of January, 1882. shall lie conveyed to said Com- 
pany on proof of such reclamation. But if it shall ap- 
l«?ar and he proved. that three fourths of the lands men- 
tioned in the first resolution have been reclaimed, the 
Company shall receive four fifths of the whole quantity. 

Be it further Rvxoleed, That every forty acre lot, or 
other equivalent legal subdivision, shall be considered 
reclaimed under these* resolutions, when the greater part 
thereof has been rendered fit for the cultivation of corn, 
cotton or sugar cane, or the ground has been placed in 
such condition" that it will become fit for such cultivation 
by the drying of the soil without further drainage. In 
selecting the four fifths to which the said Company may 
be entitled under these resolutions, the tracts shall be 
taken in regular order, in the smallest subdivisions, the 
Company taking four tracts and leaving one for the 
Fund, until the full amount has been selected. 

He it further Remlretl, That these resolutions are 
adopted on the express condition that the canals con- 
structed by the Apopka Canal Company, whoever may 
own or operate the same, shall be forever free to all boats 
navigating the same, and that said Company or other 
owners or operators of said canals will not charge any 
tolls or other compensation for the passage of boats or 
for the privilege of transporting freight or passengers 
thereon. 

A petition was received from G. J, Arnow, Trustee of 
Esther L. Arnow, stating that on the 25th November, 
1868, he purchased from the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund fractional Section 18, Township 12, 
South, Range 22, East, and received a deed for said tract, 
which tract had been patented to the State as swamp 
land ; that on subsequent inquiries at the General Land 
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Office ie Washington and the State Land Office in Talla- 
hassee, he was officially informed that his title was good; 
That he made valuable improvements upon the land; that 
it afterwards wa» shown that said tract had been located 
iu the 0. H. Laud Office with a Surveyor General's Cer- 
tificate by George K. Fairbanks on the 5th April, 1854, 
prior to the selection of said land by the State, and that 
the land was therefore erroneously patented to the State ; 
that he received notice of the action taken by the Trus- 
tees on the 7th February, 1877, requesting him to surren- 
der his title to said land in order that the same might 
be re-conveyed to the United States, and in case of hia 
refusal to do so. authorizing the said George K, Fair- 
banks to institute suit to compel a surrender of the deed 
and a reconveyance of the land; that, at the request of 
said Fairbanks, he had conveyed the land to him for the 
consideration of fifty dollars; and the petitioner now 
asks that the Trustees reimburse him for his losses and 
outlays by reason of the circumstances set forth. 

The petition was referred to Mr. Eaney for investiga- 
tion. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on sales in January $50.31 

W. T. Webster, T. plat furnished Salesman's office 2.00 
The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Wttereas. on the 4 th day of February, 1869," the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund adopted 
a resolution permitting William H. Gleason to enter 
upon and ditch and drain any of the swamp and over- 
flowed lands included in Township Thirty eight and 
those Townships immediately south of said Township, 
:uiH extending to and including Township Forty-nine, in 
Range Forty -one. East, and the Townships on the Atlantic 
Coast in Ranges Forty two and Forty-three, East, which 
lie East of the Township mentioned, and providing that 
upon the opening or digging of any such ditches or 
i ha ins, and on due proof thereof, the said Cleason shall 
tie allowed to purchase 64(1 aeres of the swamp lauds 
within said limits for forty dollars for each 5u.o6o cubic 
feet of such ditches or drains: And Wherein, On the same 
day and year aforesaid, a resolution was adopted giving 
similar powers and privileges, with the same stipulations 
and conditions, to William H. Ilunt with respect to the 
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swamp and overflowed lands South of Townsliip Forty- 
niue, and extending South and East to the mouth of the 
Miami river, and including ranges Forty, Forty-one and 
Forty -two, East, with the additional privilege of improv- 
ing and rendering navigable the water-courses within 
said limits, and 150,000 cubic feet of such water-course 
so rendered navigable, being considered equivalent to 
50,000 cubic feet of ditch or drain ■ 

And Whereas, It was stipulated and provided that the 
necessary work under said resolutions should be prose- 
cuted with reasonable diligence: 

And Wltereas, The said William H. Hunt has never 
furnished any evidence or statement showing, that at any 
time in the past ten years, he has ever performed any of 
the work authorized by said resolutions; and the said 
William H. Gleason has furnished no evidence or state- 
ment of any work done by him in the district assigned to 
him, except a claim made to the Board, in May 1875, for 
work alleged to have been done by him in digging a canal 
or ditch from Lake Worth into the Atlantic, which 
claim is now in litigation and has not been prosecuted 
by the said Gleason for the last two years and more: 

And Whereas, It has been represented to members of 
this Board that the said Gleason and Hunt claim that, 
under the said resolutions, they (the said Gleason and 
Hunt) have the right to exercise acts of control over the 
State lands within the district respectively assigned to 
each, without regard to any work performed by them as 
contemplated in said resolutions, which illegal assump- 
tion of authority can be used to hinder and obstruct the 
settlement of that portion of the State: 

And Whereas, No pretext for the exercise of such 
power Bhould appear upon the record of the official acta 
of this Board : Therefore. 

Be it Resolved oy the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida. That the Resolutions 
adopted by the Board, February 4, 1869, authorizing 
William H. Gleason and William H. Hunt to enter upon, 
ditch and drain certain swamp and overflowed lands and 
purchase a certain quantity thereof on certain conditions 
and at. certain stipulated prices, be ad the same are here- 
by rescinded and repealed. 
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Be it further Ite*ohftl, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions W sent to the Clerks of the Circuit Court of Dade 
and Brevard counties, and that said resolutions be pub- 
lished in one newspaper in Kev West and one in Jackson- 
ville. 

The Salesman reported that he could not pm-dmse 2.<t0(» 
copies of "Florida as a Permanent Home" for $ 61), as au- 
thorized by the Board on the 11th inst., and read a letter 
from A. -f. Russell. Esc]., offering said pamphlet at $60 
per thimsmiii. 

An application was received from Samuel B. Thompson 
for ilit- laiHclluTion of so much of entry No. riJMt as em- 
braces the NE3 of NW| Section 25, Township 7. South, 
Range 19, Last, and the p efaa d in g of the purchase money 
paid therefor. Said entry was made by said Thompson 
Octolier 24, 1S62. and embraced the above named tract 
and the S} of Lot Xo. 2. Section 2. Township S, Sou*, 
Range U*. Kas. hut the first named tract had been enter- 
ed by him at the V. S. Land Office in Newnansville Octo- 
ber 12. 185-1. svhich entry was confirmed by the Act at 
Congress approved March 2. 1855. A letter was also re- 
ceived from the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
reciting aai'l entry and. requesting that the land lie re- 
conveyed to ihc Cnited States. A deed was executed by 
said Thompson re-conveying the land to the Trustees 

On motion of Mr. Corley, it was 

Onlrrcd. That said entry Ik? canceled, and that the pur- 
chase money paid for said tract, amounting to $2fl.!)6 he 
refunded, and ihat said land be re-con veved to the United 
States. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. BREW. President- 

HUGH A, CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March 3, 1S79- 
The Bjard met in the Executive Office. 
Present. George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The following concurrent resolution of the Assembly 
and Senate nun laid before the Board: 

Rrmtlrrti hit thr Aaxrinhl}/. The Senate concurring. That 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of thin 
State l«e and they are hereby required to report to thi* 
Legislature, v. I. at. if any. "tariff of prices for transporta- 
tion and froighi." on the several railroads of this Srate, 
has lieen established by them, or their predecessor* in of- 
fice, agreeably to the provisions of the "Act to define the 
duties of the Trustee* of the Internal Improvement 
Fund.*' approved I>ecembor 7th. 1SW4." 

The following letter was prepared, approred and order- 
ed to he iruiMtiiitted to the Assembly, in response to said 
resolution : 

Tallahassee, March 3, 1879. 
Hon. Charles Dougherty. 

Sp-eaker of the Assembty: 

Sir: Tn response to the current resolution of the hon- 
orable l>ody over which you preside, and the Seuaie. call- 
ing upon the Trustees of the Internal Improvemenr Fnud 
to report what, if any .tariff of prices for transportation 
and freight on tlie several railroads of this State has been 
established h\ I hem or their predecessors in office, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of the art to define the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, approved 
December 7ih. 18fi4. T am directed by the Board to state 
that there :'s no evidence upon the records of the Board 
that any action was ever taken thereunder by the prede- 
cessors of the present Board. Under the Interna! Im- 
provement Act there never has lieen any power in the 
Trustees to establish any such tart ft". That act. however, 
provided tl^at the railroad companion acepting its provis- 
ions should adopt a nni'orm tariff for transportation of 
passengers .'nd for hauling the freight in th" cars of an- 
other company upon usual nnd eouitahle terms, and that 
nndiscr'mtnation should be made hy one company against 
the freight of passengers of another companv. The Trus- 
tee* were given general nower by acts of February 14, 
1801, and -iiiauary 1ft. IRfifi. to enforce compliance with 
these provisinns of Uie fith Section of the Interna : Im- 
provement Act. Assam in?, however, that the act of De- 
cember 7. ISttl was intended to eosfer upon the Trustees 
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the additional ]»ower of establishing tariffs, or prescrib- 
ing what the same shonld be. and that it was nor merely 
a direction in enforce whatever powers rhey thptt had, ir 
id nevertheless true that, since this act of Do-emlter 7. 
1864. was (MMed, the railroads hnve l»een sold and |kism><] 
from the pwHmmfafl and management of the companies 
which held them at the time of the passage of this Art, 
ami which had accepted the provisions of the Internal 
Improvement Act. and come Into the possession of tnta- 
jinnies which, by their charters; are erpressly given the 
power to iix and regulate such tariff, and the Trustees 
have ronsffjuputly no power under said set of December, 
A. D< 1S6I. (o Ite the amount of tariff as againsi the 
present owners of said railroads. 
Verv rpsppetfuMv. 

nT'OIT A. CORLET, Secretary. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

IirriTI A. CORLEV, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March S, 15*T0. 
The Board met in the Executive Off ire. 
Present : Gporge F. Drew. Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Pom pt roller. 
Walter Owynn. Treasurer, 
llugb A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
Mr. John 0. Chambers presented the following pvr, posi- 
tion from llie Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal 
Company : 

"To the Hon. Board of Tru*tee* of the Interval Improve- 
ment Fund of the fit a It- of Florida : 

"Know all men by thpse presents that the Midland 
Railway. Dra.nnge and Canal Company, dnly chartered 
by art of the Legislature, A. D. 1879. for and in confeder- 
ation of your Hon. Rnard of Trustees granting to said 
Midland Railway. Drainage and Cnnal Com pan v fonr- 
flfths of ;rll the lands drained, reclaimed and rendered flt 
for settlement and made valuable, the aforesaid Midland 
Railway. Itrainage and Cnnal Comnany herein- hind and 
obligate tl't '.asclvcs to the Hon. Hoard of Trustees to 



drain ami reclaim the whole of the ha sin country, the wa- 
ters of which flow into Lake Okeechobee, and the country 
adjacent to 1he Caloosabatehie river, avjd ti» improve and 
render naviaable-lhe Caloosahatrhie river from its source 
to GSmrkptte Harbor. 

"Also. to iliain and reclaim the Everglades and Rig 
Cypress from inundation, which will 1k> effected by low- 
ering Lake Okeechobee through the Cuiansahatchie river. 
;md the win ks connected therewith. 

"Also, fo do such other work as will reclaim from over- 
Tow that nor! ion of the country lying so The Southward 
of Lai e Okeechobee, and known as the Everglades and 
Rig Cypress. 

"Also, to * !ean out. dredge and cecal, so as to open up 
a navigable r»ute from the Gulf at Charlotte Harbor to 
the Tohopekaliga Lakes, via Caloosahatehie and Kissim- 
mee waters. 

'•Also, to drain and reclaim by canal**, or otherwise, the 
portion of country nitnate between L:ike Okcclmbee and 
upper St. Johns river, at Lake Washington, giving an un- 
broken route between the St. Johns river and Charlotte 
Harbor, and ic. reclaim the lands adjacent to such line of 
works. 

"Also, to connect the St. Johns river with the Atlantic, 
or Indian river, by canal and improving navigation of the 
upper St. Johns, and draining and reclaiming the lands 
of this section. 

"Also, such other canals towards the Eastward Coast 
as may he deemed expedient for consummating this sys- 
tem of drainage and for purposes of navigation, and also 
to connect this work with the St. Johns river by canal, 
at such point as may be deemed expedient for advan- 
tageously carrying out this system of reclamation. 

■'Also, to dredge the upper St. Johns river and extend 
a canal to its source, and the reclamation of lands, by 
building locks, dykes and levees on the line of works, or 
adjacent thereto, for the purpose of assisting navigation 
and the reclamation of lands. 

•'Also. To make a continuous navigable route from Lake 
Worth to the city of St. Augustine by canal and improv- 
ing navigation of the rivers and inlets between these two 
points, establishing thereby an inland navigable passage 
from the city of St. Augustine to Lake Worth. 
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"And in consideration of the enhanced vatu* given to 
lands belonging to the Fund by this work of improvement 
and reclamation and increased inducement for settlement 
we ask your Hon. Board for four hundred thousand acres 
of laud, to ;*> selected from the portion of lands re- 
claimed by as and belonging to the State, in addition £u 
four-fifths i if all the lands drained and reclaimed." 

Without diking any further action upon the foregoing 
proposition. The Board adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. OORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, March 14, 1879. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. Brew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The min-ite<a of the proceedings of February 2flth and 
25th and March 3d and 8th were read and approved. 

The petition of Mr. Aruow which was placed before the 
Board on ihe 25th February and referred to the Attorney 
Genera), wa* taken up for consideration. The Secretary 
was instructed to inform Mr. Arnow that the Trustees 
do not giv? a warranty title for the lands sold by them : 
that upon the failure of their title they have nor in any 
instance done more than to refund the purchase money 
without interest; that in this case, the purchase money 
cannot be refunded until the land is re-conveyed to the 
Trustees; and that the Board cannot consent to compen- 
sate Mr, Arnow for the labor bestowed and expenses in- 
curred in improving the land. 

In accordance with the order made on the 25th nlt„ the 
Salesman prepared a deed re-con veving to the l/uited 
States the XEJ of NW| of Section 25. Township T, South. 
Range If), East, which had been sold by fh* 1 United 
States to Samuel B. Thompson before it was Tiatented to 
the State, and said deed was executed by the Trustees. 

The following accounts were approved and ordered 
paid: 
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Jacksonville Union for advertising resolution rescind- 
ing contracts for drainage with William H, Gleason and 
William H. Uunt. $7.0(1. 

Florida Immigrant, Subscription for February number, 
balance unpaid on January number, and advertisement in 
February No. *96.21. 

A. Daggett, for statement of principals of coupons, etc., 
$3.50. 

C. E. Caldwell, for map of U. S. for Salesman's Office. 
12.00. 

Postage account for Salesman's Office, f22.10. 

A, V. Pacetti, Shff. St. Johns Co., expenses in procuring 
surveys, $2(>. JO. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay to 
fieorge P, Kaney two hnndred and fifty dollars on account 
of professional services as Attorney and Solicitor of the 
Trustees. 

The Secretary placed before the Board a letter from 
James G. Speer and John M. Bryan, on behalf of the 
Apopka Canal Company, accepting the terms of the reso- 
lutions adopted by the Board on the 25th ult, and re- 
questing that the lands embraced in said resolutions be 
reserved fmm sale, and farther asking that the itnsurvey- 
ed lands north of Lake Apopka in Township 21, South, 
Range 27, Enst, be added to those named in said resolu- 
tions and be included in the contract. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved. That the unsurveyed lands lying north of 
Lake Apopka >n Township Twenty-one, South, of Range 
Twenty-seven, East, be added to the lands authorized to 
he drained by the Apopka Canal Company by The resolu- 
tions adopted by this Board on the 25th February. 1879. 
and included in the terms, conditions, and stipulations of 
said resolutions as though originally named therein. 

Ordered, That the Salesman reserve from snip the. lands 
emhraced in the resolutions authorizing the Apopka Ca- 
nal Company to drain and reclaim certain swamp lands. 

The following changes of entry were applied for and 
allowed : 

Entry No. 8648 by James Weeks, from NEJ of SWf Sec- 
tion 36. Township Seven, South. Range Twenty-five. East, 
to the SW| of SWJ of Section 25 in the same township. 

20 1. 1. 
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Entrr No. SG87. by Alexander C. Runnier, bum the SEJ 
Of NWJ Section 11. Township 24, South, Range 120, East, 
to the NE^ of SE£ Section 3fi in the same township. 

Entry No. 7607. by Henry C. Ferris, from Ihe N| of 
NW| and SE[ of NW| Section 15. Township 20. South, 
Range 18, East, to the N| of NW} and &Wt of NE£ of 
the same section. 

The following entry was canceled and the purchase 
money ordered to be refunded, viz : Entry No. 8886, by 
N. d! Eilar.d and Levi Eiland. of SEJ of NW+ Section 
Four, Township 24. South, Range 20, East. 

A letter was received from James P. Sanchez, of St.' 
Augustine, ^nrpiiring what compensation is allowed for 
draining Stsite lands, and for benefits received by reason 
of the drainage of private lands: which was referred to 
the Secretary for reply. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Internal Improvement lands in 
Suwannee county be sold at the uniform pries of |L25 
per acre. 

The Secretary laid before the Board sundry letters 
highly recommending Charles Pomeroy as an efficient 
agent to represent the interests of the State in the Land 
Department at Washington, and also communications 
from Mr. Pninery himself. Mr. Corley, Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration, was requested to go to Washing- 
ton and examine into matters relating to the State Agen- 
cy in that department. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 25, 1870. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
V resent : George F. Drew, Governor. 

(Vd umbos Drew. Comptroller. 
Waitti Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Gonr<rp P. Raney. Attorney Genera', 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
lmivrgration. 
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Tin? minutes of :be last meeting were read ami ap- 
proved. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

fjteorge l\ iiaaey. for traveling expenses attending 
courm at Jacksonville and Madison, f 17.00. 

C. E. I»yke JL Co.. printing for Salesman's f»iTice. $H».."i«p. 

Postage account. Salesman's Office. fS.OO. 

M. A. Williams, Coras, on Sales in February and 
March, »i 07.08. 

Hugh A. Corby. Trav. Exp. to Washington and back, 
f 140.00. 

Hugh A. Gorky, one vear's subscription "Copp's l^ind 
Owner." $2.00. 

"Key of the linlf." advertising resolutions rescinding 
drainage contract with Gleason and Hunt, $12.00. 

B. A. Coachman, surveying on acct. trespass. |12.00. 

C A. Chnate, advertisement in March No. of "Immi- 
grant." f2o.ru). 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Wil- 
liam Hunt, dated March 18. 187ft, protesting against the 
action of the Hoard on the 25th February last in the 
adoption of a uresimble and resolution rescinding a cer- 
tain contract mads with the said Hunt by the Trustees of 
the Til tenia 1 Improvement Fund on the 4th February. 
IBRD. 

Which was read and ordered placed on file. "**t 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a re- 
conveyance to the United States of the W| of SE], Sec- 
tion 4, Township 6. South, Range J 8, East, which tract 
had t»r»cn erroneously patented to the State :is Swamp 
Land, the same hrving been entered at the U. S. Land 
Office by Abram Liddon September 4. 1855, prior to the 
issue of :he patent to the State, which entry was con- 
firmed by the Act of Congress of March 3, 1S57. 

Ordered. That the Salesman prepare a deed for the 
signature of the Trnstees reconveying said tract of land 
to the United States. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from S. I. 
Wailes respecting the condition of our land claims, and 
showing that lists* have been prepared for the. action of 
the General Land Office amounting to 3,382.358 acres. 
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The Hoard proceeded to consider the various letters re- 
ceived concerning trespasses on the public lands. 

Letters were teat! from E. 3. Berry, Timber Agent, con- 
cerning trespasses ^nd seizures in Levy and Lafa3*ette 
counties. f 

Also, from 31. 1'. Jackson, Sheriff of Levy county, re- 
specting trespasses and seizures and the employment of 
B. A. Con. hnitir u* surveyor — together with Mr. Ooach- 
man's report and f (ingestions for the protection of timber. 

Also, a letter from James H. Stephens, of Dftudmmi's 
Bay. with regard to the conduct of certain trespasser* 
and the seizures made by the Sheriffs of Taylor and La- 
fayette ( 'Utilities. 

Also, letters from Louis J. Brush, of CeSar Keys, 
strongly urging the adoption of a system of selling tim- 
ber by stumpaige, and also referring to the seizure of tim- 
ber sold under t'ertiflcates made by Seth Stevens, late 
Sheriff of Lafayelu 1 county. 

Also, a letter from J. J. Johnson. Sheriff of Lafayette 
ronnty, stating the seizure of a considerable quantity <>f 
cedar cut upon State lands and asking instructions re- 
specting the manner of advertising and selling it. 

The Board discussed for some time the various ques- 
tions presented in ihe correspondence, and at last decided 
to postpone definite action until the arrival of Mr. Berry, 
the timber agent. 

A letter from the Sheriff of Levy county stated that a 
Mr. Gannon has been cutting cedar on private lands and 
thinks that be has cut beyond bis lines and trespassed 
upon the State : ands and is willing to compromise and 
pay what is right, and the Sheriff asks instructions in the 
premises. 

The Secretary was instructed to inform the Sheriff 
that he may compromise with Mr. Cannon upon the pay- 
ment of at u m page at 16 cents per cubic foot upon all the 
cedar ; but if Mr. Cannon will have the lands purveyed at 
his qwo expense so as to ascertain what was cut on pri- 
vate lands and what upon the State lands, he shall then 
only pay 16 cents per cubic foot upon the timber cut on 
the State, lands. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the swamp lands lying within th" form- 
er Talutka Military Reserve which have recently been 
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patented to the State as -'swamp lands" shall l>c offered 
for sale by the Salesman of this Board, at 1 alatka, on 
Wednesday, the 4th day of -June next, at public outcry,, 
for cash, at not less than the regular prices established by 
this Board for swamp lands; and all of said lands re- 
maining unsold after being offered at public sale as 
aforesaid, shall be Hibject to private entry at the same 
prices as other swamp lands; Provided, however, that any 
actual settler upon said lands shall have the light to pur- 
chase the lands embracing his settlement and imnrove- 
ments, not to exceed 160 acres, at the regular price in 
preference to all other persons, provided such :iettier shall 
make affidavit of settlement and an application to pur- 
chase the land, and file the same with the Salesman of 
this Board on or before the said fourth day of dune next, 
and shall pay for the land within ninety days thereafter. 
Any land so applied for and not paid for within said pe- 
riod of ninety days, shall thereafter be subject to private 
entry. 

Resolved. That notice of such sale shall be given by ad- 
vertisement once a week in the Palatka Herald until the 
day of sale, and by the distribution of hand bills. 

An application was received from Alexander St. Clair 
Ah rams to purchase the following lands at 12 <-ents per 
acre r S* of SEJ. Section S. East* Section 17. B| of NEJ 
and SW*4 Section 10. North i. NW4. of SEJ. nnd NE*. of 
SWJ. Section 20. Township 10. South. Range 3f, East, 
1,040 acres conditioned that said lands be dniined. 

Ordered. That ihe Secretary inform Mr. Abrnins that if 
he will drain said land so as to render at least 720 acres 
thereof fit for cultivation or pastnrase. and will furnish 
proof of the performance of the work satisfactory to the 
Trustees, (he Hoard will agree to convey to him one hsilf 
of the hmds so reclaimed : Provided, that the work be 
completed in 12 months, and that the lands will be re- 
served from sale upon notice of his acceptance of the 
terms aforesaid. 

A letter was received from Mrs. S. A. Remhert, Exeen 
trix of William P. Rembert, deceased, asking payment of 
certain bonds issued by the St. Johns and Indian River 
Canal Commissioners and purchased by Mr. Rembert in 
his life time, being Ihe same bonds referred to in Chapter 
No. 3150 of the Acts of the Legislature, approved March 
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11, 187!), whiih said art directs that said bonds and the 
coupons shall be paid by the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund from the Bales of certain lands conveyed 
by the Trustees to the said Canal Commissioners and af- 
terwards re-conveyed by the said Canal Commissioners 
to the Trustees juder the act of December lit, lSfi2. 

The letter was referred to the Attorney General with 
the request that he take such steps before the Courts or 
elsewhere as may be necessary to enable the Trustees t« 
carry out the directions of the Legislature in the Art of 
March 11. 187i>. 

The. Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

ni'GH A. CORT.EY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 2i\ 1879. 
The Hoard met lit the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Gimme P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Huph A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
The take Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River Rail- 
road and Navigation Company, a corporation existing 
under the genera 1 iaw for the incorporation of Railroads 
and,CanaK approved February 1!), 1874, filed a digram 
of their line of road from Lake Jesup to Lake Tohope-iala- 
ga and requested ihnt the alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lauds lying on either side of their line of 
road for a distance of six miles he reserved from sale for 
their benefit, to be conveyed to them upon their compli- 
ance with the provisions of an Act approved March 12, 
1871V entitled "An Act to amend Section 26 of an Act 
entitled an act to provide a general law for the incorpo- 
ration of Railroads and Canals, approved February 79, 
1874, and In grant aid to Railroads and Canals incorpo- 
rated under sa ; d Act/' 

Ordered. That the lands embraced in the odd-nnnibered 
sections lying within six miles of the line of the Lake 
Jesop, Osceola and Kissimmee River Railroad from Lake 
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Jesup to Lake I'ohope-talatsa be reserved from sale until 
the first day of .hsne next to give an opportunity 1o the 
Hoard of Directors of said Company to agree with the 
Trashes of the Infernal Improvement Fund upon 'he 
plans and spec ifirat ions of the construction of the road. 

The St. Johns and Lake Eustis Railway Company filed 
a map of their ;v.nte from Lake George to Lake Enstis, 
,and asked that Ihe latemate sections of swamp and over- 
flowed lands for six miles on each side of their road be 
reserved from sale, to be granted to them upon compli- 
ance with the priivisions of the Act to Incorporate the 
St. Johns and Lake Eustis Railway Company approved 
February 20, 1S7!L 

Ordered. That ihe odd-numbered sections of swamp 
lands lying within six miles of the route of the St. John« 
and Lake Eustis Railway lie reserved from safe until the 
first day of June next. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify Francis Vose and 
his solicitor of the action of the Board reserving swamp 
lauds from sale for the benefit of the Lake Jesnp. Osceola 
and Kissimntee River Railroad and Navigation Company 
and the St. Johns and Lake Enstis Railway Company. 

A letter wag read from John C. Chambers, Secretary of 
the Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Company, re- 
specting the drainage of the overflowed land<* in the 
Southern portion of the State near the Everglades. Lake 
Okeechobee and the Kissimmee. and claiming that one- 
half of the lands reclaimed would be insufficient compen- 
sation for the work of reclamation. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Chambers 
and say that while the Trustees are not willing to bind 
themselves, without further investigation, to give one 
half the lands reclaimed, they certainly will not entertain 
any proposition for any larger proportion; and if the 
Company cannot perform the work for one half the land* 
drained by them, it is useless to give the matter any 
further consideration. 

Letters and documents were received from Samuel A. 
Swaun respecting the sale of one or three millions of 
acres of land to English parties, and expressing some pon- 
fidence that such sal* may be made, and wishing authori- 
ty issued to James Hastings, of England, to consotumate 
the negotiation. 
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The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr, Swans 
and state that the Trustees will confirm and ear -y oiu 
any negoliation for the sale of lands made on the tL-rms, 
price and conditions specified in the resolutions adopted 
April 27. 1877, appointing said Bwnun the agent i»f the 
Trustees for the sale of lands or hind warrants, and that 
he may conduct any negotiation for that purpose through 
Mr. Hastings or nny other person in whom he has confi- 
dence; and that, if this assurance is not sufficient, the 
Hoard are willing to confer with him upon this matter 
at any time whe nit may be convenient for him to appear 
before thr-m. 

A letter was received from Mr. C. A. Choate, the pub- 
lisher of '-The Florida Immigrant." calling the attention 
of the Board to his account for subscription to the March 
number of the "Immigrant," 1.000 copies and postage for 
distributing 800 copies thereof, amounting to $70.50. 

Ordered. That the accoun^ of C. A. Choate for 1.000 
copies of the March number of the Immigrant and pos- 
tage, amounting to $70.50, be allowed and paid, and that 
the subscription for and monthly advertisement in said 
paper be discontinued. 

A letter was received from S. L. Si black. Esq.. on behalf 
of the Gainesville. Ocala and Ch'arlotte Harhor Rfiilroad 
Company. enclosing the draft of a proposed agreement 
between the Trustees and said Company for the convey- 
ance to said Company of the lands granted to them by 
an act passed at the late session of the Legislature, «nd 
requesting that the Trustees consider said paper and 
give notice to the Company of any features therein consid- 
ered objectionable, and notifying the Board that the offi 
cers representing said Company would meet the Board 
on the 10th May for conference and action, if such time 
would suit the Trustees. The proposed agrement was 
read and the various provision? discussed, and sonic were 
objected to. and *be papers were referred to the Attorney 
General for consideration and reply. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CO RLE Y, Secretary. 
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TnHnfcMff, FlorHn. Mav l, 1S79. 
Thp Hoard met in tlit* Treasarer's Office. 
Present: Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lunds & 
1 melioration. 
On motion, it was Ordered, That two hundred dollars 
he paid to Judge David B. Walker on account of profes- 
s inn id services as Attorney of the Board. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: 0. DREW, President pro tenw 

HOGII A. CORLKY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. May 2d. 1«7!>. 

The B'tard met in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lutids & 
I in n titration. 

Mr. Owynn was < Imsen President prn tent. 

The Attorney General reported that he had employed 
P. W. White. Esq.. as associate counsel in the suit 
against th<* Trustees and others by F. Srhntle and others 
in the T\ S. Circuit Ponrt ; which was approved by the 
Board. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That one hundred dollars 
be paid to P. W. White, Esq., on account of professional 
services is Solicitor in the case of Schutte et al. vs. The 
Trustees I. I. Fund pf a I. 

The Secretary laid liefore the Board a letter from E. J. 
Berry, Timber Agent, respecting trespasses and the seiz- 
ure of cedar in Lafayette enmity; and also a letter from 
•Tames TI. Stephens of Lafayette county upon the game 
matters and with respect to the care aud protection of 
timber nftei- seizure. 

The Roar! proi'een'ed to the consideration of the gen- 
eral 1 1 ues ti mi of authorizing the Bale of cedar growing 
upon nuhltc lands upon the payment of sfurnpage, and 
also the npe~ial cases reported by Mr. Berry and the Sher- 



iffs. It was decided to ims'pone the consideration of the 
■"stumpngf" question to another meeting. 

The full nvinj: preamble ami resolution were unani- 
mously adopted ; 

Wherrax, information has been received that a large 
quantity of cedar tintlwr lias hern tut upon the hinds of 
the Internal Improvement Fund in Taylor, Lafayette, 
Levy and other counties, and seized by the Sheriffs of 
unid counties, much of which, there is reason to suppose, 
was cut by parties under the impression that their action 
would l>e legalized, and without any criminal intent, and 
some of which was purchased by parties on the faith of 
certificates issued by Seth Stevens, late Sheriff of Lafay- 
ette county, and exofficio Timber Agent of the State; 

Resolved, That E. J. Berry, the Agent of the Board, he 
and he is hereby authorized to make such arrangements 
as in his judgment may be best for the interests of the 
Fund with the claimants or cutters of such cedar; and, 
upon the payment to said Berry of the amour. Is agreed 
upon with him: he shall give a receipt therefor and release 
the timber; and the said Berry shall, from the moneys 
received from such cedar timber pay the expenses of 
guarding and other incidental expenses incurred in the 
protection of the timber after seizure, and shal' pay to 
the Sheriffs one fourth of the net proceeds, and account 
to the Treasurer of the Internal Improvement Fund for 
the remainder. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : WALTER GWYXX. President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, May 6, 1879. 
The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present; Columbus Drew, Comptroller, 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. for ley. Commissioner of Lands 

and Immigration. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved. That the Board will employ two guides to 



accompany the Agents of the General Land Office in the 
examination of the Swamp Land Selections in South 
Florida, said guides to receive f 2.50 a day and their pro- 
visions and necessary transportation ; and three hundred 
dollars be paid over to Mr. S. I. Wailes to be appropri- 
ated for that purpose, so far as necessary. 
The Board then adjourned . 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 8, 1879. 

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 

Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration. 

The following resolution adopted on the 25th ult. by 
the Directors of the Florida Central Railroad Company 
was placed before the Board and read: 

Resolved, (Without admitting that this Company ha* 
any interest in the matter) , That this Company is willing 
that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
shall receive from the Executors of E. Houstoun Five 
Thousand ($5,000) dollars in compromise of the suit 
pending in Savannah, Ga., by the Trustees against the 
said Executors to recover an amount of money in the 
said Executors' hands arising from the sale of the Flor- 
ida, Atlantic and Gnlf Central Railroad. 

Patrick Houstoun, one of the Executors of the last 
will and testament of Edward Houstoun, appeared be- 
fore the Board and tendered the payment of five thousand 
dollars in full settlement for the balance due by said 
Edward Houstoun on, account of moneys p la red in his 
hands by the Trustees arising from the sale of the Flori- 
da, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved- by the Board of Trustees of the Internal fm- 
prorcment Fund of Florida, That this Board will receive 
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the sum of five thousand dollars from the Executors of 
the la ft will and Testament of Edward Houstoun in fuji 
settlement of the balance due by said Houstoun on ac- 
count of the moneys placed in hig hands arising from 
the sale of the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Centra! Uaii- 
road, and that on the payment of said anionnt by the 
said Executors to the Treasurer of this Hoard. Walter 
Gwyno, the suit instituted against said Executors in the 
United States Circuit Court at Savannah, Georgia, be 
dismissed, the said Executors to pay the costs of said 
suit, and the Attorney's fees of the Solicitor of this 
Board, the Hon. H. E. Lester, uver and above the one 
hundred dollars retainer paid slid Solicitor by this 
Board; and that such payments shall stand as a full set- 
tlement of the claim of the Board against the said Hous- 
tonn, his Executors or estate. 
The Board then adjourned. 



Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 10, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The Salesman presented a relinquishment to the United 
States of^the W£ of 8E } Section 4, Township 6, Soutli, 
Range 18, East, which had been prepared as instructed 
by the Board on the 25th April, and said relinquishment 
was executed by the Trustees. 

On motion. Governor Drew was allowed one hundred 
and fifty dollars for his traveling expenses to Washing- 
ton in March and April on business of the Fund, and the 
Treasurer was instructed to pay the amount. 
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The account of Hngh A. Corley for traveling expense* 
to Jacksonville to consult with agents for the examina- 
tion of Swamp Selections, and for telegraphing, amount- 
ing to |10.40 was allowed and ordered paid. 

The question of "stumpage" in selling cedar was taken 
up for consideration, and after some discussion, was 
again postponed. 

S. L. Nib lack, Esq., and Mr. George B. Phinney ap- 
peared before the Board on behalf of the Gainesville, 
Oeala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, and 
some time was spent in considering the means to be taken 
to enable said Company to obtain the benefit of the land 
grant made to them at the last session of the Legislature 
subject to the liens existing thereon. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW. 

President. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 17, 1879. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Colnmbns Drew, Comptroller, 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Mr. for ley placed before the Board a letter from the 
Attorney General written at Jacksonville, and an accom- 
panying copy of a petition filed in the U. S. Court at 
Jacksonville on behalf of the complainants in the suit of 
PranciB Vose et al. vs. The Trustees I. I. Fund et al. 
praying for an order restraining the Trustees from re- 
serving lands from sale under the ActB passed by the 
Legislature at its last session. 

Dr. J. J. Harris, President of the Lake Jesnp, Osceola 
and KissUntnee River Railroad and Navigation Company 
appeared before the Board, and presented the resolution 
adopted by the Board of Directors of said Company at 
a special meeting held on the 12th inst, in which they 
propose the following specifications of the construction 



of their road, for the consideration of this Board, to- 
Wit : 

1st — The line of road, for sixty feet from the centre, 
shall be cleared uf all standing timber. 

2d — The grading shall be for a single track, except at 
depots, turn outs and similar places, where it shall be 
wider if necessary; with a road bed twelve (12) feet wide, 
in cuttings, with ditches two (2) feet in depth below 
grade, and of such width as mar be necessary to secure 
proper drainage, and six (lit feet on embankments at the 
grade line, with slopes of one and a half (14J foot to one 
foot rise. Al] embankments and excavations shall be so 
constructed as to secure perfect drainage and the avoid- 
ance of standing water near the cross-ties. 

yd— All cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the 
road, and be of heart-pine, cypress, white, yellow, pOBt, 
live or Spanish oak. white or red cedar, and not less than 
six i tit feet long, with not leas than six (6) inches face, 
and six itii inches in thickness; and shall be well and 
carefully bedded and laid within two and one half (24J 
feet from centre to centre. 

4th — At all water -ways, sufficient space shall be left 
for the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points 
on the line of road, where it is practicable, side ditches 
shall be cut to carry oft' the surface water. 

5th — In the erasing of all streams, the bridges shall 
be constructed according to plans approved by the State 
Engineer. 

tith— The gauge of the road shall be three (3) feet. 

7th — The rail used shall weigh not less than twenty 
■(2(1 'I pounds per lineal yard, and be of the best quality 
of steel or iron, and well fastened to the cross-ties with 
the best quality of spikes and plates; Provided. That, if 
the Company prefer, the Fish -bar and fastenings may b* 
used. 

8th— The entire equipment shall be first-class, and 
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transporta- 
tion of all passengers and freight ordinarily offering. 

St h— The grade on no portion of the route shall exceed 
forty-five (45) feet per mile, and no single curve adopted 
exceeding four (4) degrees of curvature. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Besotted. That the specifications of construction pro- 
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posed by the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River 
Railroad and Navigation Company be approved by this 
Board, but that the time of reservation from market of 
the lands adjacent the road, under the order of the Board 
of April 26, be not extended until the Board is advised of 
the decision of the U. 6. Court upon the petition filed on 
behalf of Mr. Vose to restrain the Trustees from reserv- 
ing lands from sale under the acts of the last Legisla- 
ture. 
The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tem. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLET, 
Secretary. 



Jacksonville, Florida, May 21, 1879 
The Board met at the Folsom House in the City of 
Jacksonville 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
This meeting was called for the purpose of consulting 
with regard to the proper steps to be taken on behalf of 
the Trustees in the suitB now being argued before Justice 
Bradley in the U. S. Circuit Court at Jacksonville, in 
which is involved the vendors' lien held by the Trustees 
against the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad 
for the unpaid purchase money on the sales of the Pensa- 
t-ola and Mobile Railroad for the unpaid purchase money 
on the sales of the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad and 
the Tallahassee ^Railroad made March 20, 1869, being the 
suits instituted by the Western Division of the Western 
North Carolina Railroad Company, and by J. Fred 
Sehntte et al. (or the Dutch Bondholders) against the 
Railroad Companies and all parties having or claiming 
any interest in the roads. 
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Gen. Henry B. Jackson, representing a large majority 
■of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad 
Bondholders, appeared before the Board and urged the 
acceptance of a decree upon the basis of a certain "mem- 
orandunirplan'' agreed upon by the Dutch Bondholders 
and the holders of the Railroad bonds represented by 
him, under which, if the road should be sold for the pay- 
ment of the Dutch Bondholders, their bonds should be 
accepted as cash in the purchase of the road, and if pur- 
chased by the Dutch Bondholders at such sale, the hold- 
ers of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Rail- 
road bonds accepting the "memorandum-plan" should 
receive for their bonds and interest new bonds to be is- 
sued constituting a first mortgage lien upon the road, 
leaving the rights and' equities undecided with respect to 
the holders of said railroad bonds who should refuse to 
accept the "memoramhtm-planJ' 

Gov. D. 8. Walker, representing a minority of the Pen- 
sacola aud Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Bondhold- 
ers, also appeared before the Board, and demanded that 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund should 
insist upon a decree establishing the vendors' lien held 
by the Trustees for the unpaid purchase money on said 
roads, and thereby secure the full payment of said Rail- 
road bonds and interest. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Jacksonville, Florida, May 23, 1879. 
The Board again met at the Folsom House, 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Gen. Henry R. Jackson, representing a majority of the 
Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Bond- 
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holders, and C. D. Willard, Esq., representing the Dutch 
Bondholders, appeared before the Board. 

Gen. Jackson again urged the Trustees to consent to 
a decree based upon the "memorandum-plan," and con- 
tended that it was the duty of the Trustees to comply 
with the wishes-of a majority of the Bondholders in mat- 
ters relating to the Trust held for their benefit, even 
though an adjudication of tbe rights of the minority of 
said Bondholders should he therehy postponed. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Jacksonville, Florida, May 27, 1879. 
The Board again met at the Folsom House. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
«nd Immigration. 
Mr. Raney stated that an agreement had i>een entered 
into with the Solicitors of the Dutch Bondholders that a 
decree should be made in the suits now pending recogniz- 
ing the priority of the vendors' lien on the railroads row 
held by the Trustees, but that they had not agree 1 upon 
the specific manner in which such lien should be enforced, 
and that it was understood that each party should pre- 
sent to the Court the form of a decree to express what 
each desired to have embodied therein, and leave the 
Court to decide between them. Mr. Raney submitted for 
the approval of the Board a draft of the decree ^ hith he 
had prepared. 

The Trustees then separated, but, later in the day and 
before any action had been taken upon the matters con- 
sidered in the morning, the Board re-assembled at the 
request of Hon, D. L. Yulee who expressed his disap- 
21 1. 1, 



■proval of any agreement or compromise with the- Dutch 
Bondholders and gave bis opinion and advice that the 
Trustees should insist upon a decree for a cash sale of 
the road for the payment of the balance of purchase 
money due the Trustees. 

The result was that no special agreement was made, 
and the Hutch Bondholders consented to acknowledge the 
priority of the vendors 1 lien, leaving rlu- Court to llx the 
terms of the decree. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest * 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. June 11. 1879. 
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund met in the Executive oftice. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor, 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney^ General. 
liii^h A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the proceedings of April 26, May 1, 2, 
6. 8, 10, 17, 21, 23, and 27 were read and approved. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of our ap- 
plication on behalf of the Gainesville, Ocala and Char- 
lotte Harbor Railroad Company for some action by the 
Trustees towards the consummation of an arrangement 
between the Trustees and said Company and the credit- 
ors of the Interna] Improvement Fund for the release of 
the lands from the indebtedness agaiust the Fund, bo as 
to enable said Company to obtain the benefit of the grant 
of lands made in the fifth Section of "An act to grant cer- 
tain lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Har- 
bor Railroad Company," approved March 4, 1879. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Be it Rcxolrcd 7>;/ the Board of Trustee* of the Internal 

Improvement Fund of Florida, That this Board will 
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a#i*ee to any sale to the Gainesville, Oeala and Charlotte 
Harbor Knilroad Company of the lauds mentioned in 
the fifth section of the act approved March 4, 1S79, en* 
titled "An art to grant rertain lands to the Gainesville, 
Otala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company," that 
may Ik? agreed upon between said Company and the cred- 
itor of this Fund: provided, however, that the price 
of Hinb lands shall not l*> under ten cents per acre: and 
provided further, that no lands shall vest in said Com- 
pany before they shall l>e paid for, nor shall any part of 
laid lands be reserved from wile for a longer j>eriod than 
sixty days, nor shall more land be reserved at any one 
time from sale before pavment therefor than .me hundred 
thousand aires; And provided, farther, iliat no land 
shall be reserved from sale except as sections of ten con- 
•wutive miles of railroad are graded and furnished with 
*ross-ties. as provided in said Act : and provided further, 
that for every forty miles of road so graded and furn- 
ished with cross-ties, ten miles shall be rally rntiipleU'd. 
ironed, equipped and in actual operation. 

He it further llcnoU-ed, That this resolution is not to be 
taken as a precedent as to any other Company in so far 
as the miuimum price is concerned. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following or- 
der made by the United States Circuit Court : 

U. S. Circuit Court, Northern District of Florida. 

Francis Vose ^ 

Trustees of the Internal f Id EouitT - 
Improvement Fund et al. ) 

This cause coming on to be heard on petition of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fmid. defendants 
above named, for an order modifying the orders nnd de- 
crees hereinbefore made in this cause so as to permit 
the Trustees to sell the lands conveyed by them to the 
Hoard of Commissioners of the St. Johns and Indian 
River Canal, and re-conveyed by James G. Speer and 
James O. DeVall for and on behalf of said Commissioners 
to said Trustees by deed dated March 25th, 1863, and to 
sell lands and apply the proceeds as provided by an act 
entitled "An Act to direct the "Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida to sell the 
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hinds recovered to them by the Commissioners of the 
St. Johns and Indian River Canal, and with the proceeds 
thereof to pay certain I minis and all other lawful claims 
and demands existing and outstanding against said 
Commissioners,"' approved March 11th, 1879, and no ob- 
jection being made thereto: 

Now, Therefore, It i* ordered and adjudged, That all 
orders and decrees and injunctions heretofore made or 
issued in this cause be and the same are hereby modified 
and vacated in no far as they interfere with or prevent 
the Trustees aforesaid or their successors from selling 
said lands and out uf the proceeds thereof paying and 
settling all lawful claims and demands existing and out- 
standing against the Board of rommissioaers aforesaid 
and espe< ially the bonds issued by the said Commissioners 
;tnd interest 1 hereon helonging to the estate of the late 
William P. Kemtiert, and in so far as the said orders and 
decrees or injunctions pm hi hit the said Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund from receiving in payment 
for said lands said bonds and coupons or any claims 
which they, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, may deem proper to be paid under the said Act. 

Done, ordered and adjudged in open Court at Jackson- 
ville, in said District on this the 28th day of May, A. D. 
1879. 

JOSEPH BRADLEY, Circuit Justice. 

Ordered. That the unsold lands re-conveyed to the 
Trustees by the Commissioners of the St. Johns and In- 
dian River Canal March 25, 1863, be sold for the pay- 
ment of the lawful claims and demands existing and 
outstanding against said Commissioners, and that the 
moneys received from the sale of any of said lauds shall 
be applied to the payment of the past due coupons of the 
bonds issued by the said Commissioners belonging to the 
estate of the late William P. Rembert, with inteiest on 
said past-due coupons, and that said bonds and past due 
coupons shall be receivable in payment for any of said 
lands. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a re- 
conveyance to the United States of the EJ of NW}, or 
E| of Lot No. 3, Sec. 29, T. 3, S.. R. 11, E., which was lo- 
cated by James M. Baker with a Military Bounty Land 



Warrant January 23, 1855, which located was confirmed 
by the Act of Congress of March 2d, 1855. but which said 
tract was subsequently patented to the State of Florida 
as swamp land. 

The Salesman having reported that said tra^t was un- 
sold, it was Ordered, that the same be re-conveyed to ihe 
United States as requested by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 

And a deed of re-conveyance having been p repared was 
executed by tbe Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund. 

Tbe time limited for the reservation of lands for "he 
benefit of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimniee River 
Railroad and Navigation Company, and tbe St. -fohns 
and Lake Eustis Railway Company having expired, and 
no action having been taken by the U. S. Court to restrain 
the Trustees from reserving landV from sale as asked for 
in the petition of Mr. Vose, it was Ordered. That the res- 
ervations heretofore made be continued until the decisian 
of the Court is made respecting the same, and until the 
C. Eaton the SE} of NE* Section. 1. T. 21, S., R. 31. E„ 
lying within the reserved limits of the Lake Je^up. Os 
ceola and Kissimmee River Railroad, provided the Rail- 
f art her order of this Hoard in the premises. 

Ordered. That the Salesman lie authorized to sell to J. 
road Company Bhall first consent to such sate. 

The Salesman reported that in compliance ^jtb the 
resolution of April 25, he proceeded to Palatka and on 
the 4th instant offered for sale the swamp lands recently 
patented to the State lying within and near to the 
former Palatka Military Reserve. 

The following accounts were presented and ipproved: 

W. A. C. Renbow. Sheriff of Santa Rosa county, for the 
expenses of seizure and care of 3f>4 logs of timlter. survey- 
ing and the costs of court upon claim interposed by Mar- 
quis & Co., decided against the Trustees and appeal taken, 
I188.M. 

■ 

Walter Gwynn. traveling expenses and hoard in Jack- 
sonville during the trial of railroad cases, $15.00. 

George P. Raney, traveling expenses and board of self 
and .Judge P. W. White in attendance upon the Ti. 8. 
Court in Jacksonville in May, fS2.00. 



Hugh A. Cor ley. traveling expenses and board In Jack- 
son rille during trial of Railroad casea; traveling expenses 
to Pakitka and return offering lands for sale; and tele- 
graphing. £i:!.Kr;. 

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales April and May, 
$94j69, 

Daily and Weekly Union for printing brief in Itailroad 
suits for the Solicitor of the Trustees, $2*.ftft. 

C, A. Bryan, Jr., binding for Salesman's office, fG.sift. 

Henry Wells, compensation for selecting 29,509.75 
ncres of swamp 1 surds patented in Patent Xo. 12, St. Au- 
gustine (now fininesvillc) Land District at S mills per 
nore, |S86L©& 

The Secretary laid before the Board several letters 
from Mr. M. J. 1 terry. Timber Agent, detailing his opera- 
tions in Levy. Lafayette and Taylor counties, and recom- 
mending tlie adoption by tlie Board of a system of stump- 
nge. Mr. Berry himself appeared Iwfore the Board, nnd 
the question of selling timl>er by stiimpage was discussed 
by the Trustees and also by the members of the Board of 
Education who were inviled to be present and give their 
opinion upon the policy of the proposed change in the 
existing regulations. After some time s[>ent in discus- 
sion it was unanimously 

Ordered. That from and after this date, this Board will 
sell timber growing upon any of the lands belonging io 
the Internal Improvement Fund at the following rares: 

Cedar at 10 cents per cubic foot. 

Cypress Logs at 50 cents per M Sup. feet. 

Pine Logs at 5ft cents per M Sup. feet. 

Palmetto J^ogs at 10 cents per log. 

Cypress Shingles at ."0 eents per M Shingles.. 

Juniper Shingles at 5ft cents jier M. Shingles. 

But that no cedar, other than dead cedar, will be sold 
which will not square eight inches. 

Ordered. That any citizen of the State wishing lo cut 
timber upon any of said lands shall give notice to the 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, specifying as 
near as may be the locality where the intends to cm. and 
what kind of timber, and where he intends to deliver the 
same, or from what i>oint on the coast, rivers or cieeks, 
he intends lo raft or ship the timher; and the Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Immigration shall give to such per- 



eon a permit or authority to eat such timber and remove 
or sliip the MM upon payment therefor to any timber 
agent of (bis Board." 

Ordered, That special Tiinhor Agents shall be appoint- 
ed at Pensacola. Milton, Choctawhatrhie Bay, Cedar 
Keys, Bay Port and Tampa, and at such other points as 
may be necessary, and such agents shall be authorized to 
receive and give acquittances for the moneys paid for 
timber by any person rutting the same under the permit 
or authority of the Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration ; and said agents shall from time to time forward 
to the Treasurer of this Board the amounts received for 
timber, deducting their commissions thereon, with a state- 
ment of the names of parties by whom the timber was 
cut, the kind of timber and the place where cut. 

Ordered. That the Agent at Cedar Keys shall be allow- 
ed ten per cent of all collections made by him as his com- 
missions therein, and the agents At other places shall be 
allowed a commission of twenty \tov cent upon all moneys 
so collected by them. 

Ordered. That E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, be authorized 
to settle with all parlies who have heretofore <-ut timber 
on the public lands, whether under prosecution therefor 
or not. » 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from John C, Chambers on behalf of ihe Midland Bail- 
road, Drainage and Canal Company, claiming that the 
Board had agreed to give to said Company one half of 
the lands lhat might be drained by them under their Act 
of Incorporation, and accepting the same. 

The Secretary was instructed Jo write to Mr. Chambers- 
that the Board will grant to saiil Company one half of 
the lands they may reclaim within the limits defined in 
the Act inA'OKpocatingrsaid Company under the terms, lim- 
itations and' condition's mentioned in said Act. 

Mr. M. A. Williams havine sold 700 acres of swamp 
land to Mr. Utley J. White requested that the Board 
would permit him to pay the full amount of the purchase 
money therefor in coupon certificates instead of requir- 
ing the payment of twenty per cent in cash. 

Which request was granted, and the Treasurer was au- 
thorised tu receive full payment for said land in coupon 
■certificates. 
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A letter was received from the Bureau of Immigration 
calling attention to Chapter 3151 of the Laws of Florida 
appropriating ?5,000 a year for immigration purposes, 
said moneys to be derived from any moneys arising from 
the sales of State lands belonging to the Internal Im- 
provement Fnnd, or out of any money in the Treasury of 
the State not otherwise appropriated, and requesting the 
Board to place within the control of the Bureau of Immi- 
gration the amount appropriated for the present year. 

Which letter was referred to the Attorney General with 
the request that he try to procure from the IT. S. Court an 
order permitting the Trustees to appropriate the amount 
named in the Statute referred to for the purposes indica- 
ted in said Act. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, June 12. lS7f>. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. .Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Ceorge P. Raney. Attornev General. 
Huffh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lauds & 
Immigration. 
Dr. John Westcott appeared before the Board on be- 
half of the St. .Johns Railway Company, and called at- 
tention to the fact that several thousand acres of swamp 
lauds which were granted to said Company by the act of 
1858 has s=ince been sold by the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, constituting a claim against Ihe 
Fund in favor of said Company which should be iid justed. 
Mr. Raney offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Rewired. That this Board recc^uize the claim of the 
St. Johns Railway Company on account of sales made by 
the Board of Swamp and Overflowed lands granted to 
said Company by the Legislature of Florida under the act 
mcorparting said Company, but this Board is not uow 
prepared to decide the amount of said claim or the mode 
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of settlement of the same, it being however understood 
that the Company is willing to be reimbursed either in 
other la mis or in money, and. unon settlement, to -nake* 
quit-claim deeds to this Board of the lands so sold, or to 
the purchasers of the same or their assigns or legal repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the compensation of the following nam- 
ed persons he and is hereby fixed at the following rate for 
professional services in the following eases, to wit : To 
David S. Walker, Pr.. for services in the eases of IT. His- 
bee. dr. vs. Geo rue P. Drew, Governor, and ihe Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund et al. in T.eon Circuit 
Court, and the case of the Western I>i vision of the Wes- 
tern North Carolina Railroad Company vs. the Jackson- 
ville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Oomoany ;ind Ihe 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fond et al. ia The 
U. 8. Circuit Court and the case of P. P. Holland vs. the 
Trustees I. I, Fund et al. in Duval Circuit Court and the 
caRe of J. Fred SrlvuttP et al. vs. the Jacksonville. Pensa- 
cola and Mobile Railroad Comnnny and the Trustee* of 
the Internal Improvement Fund et al. in the P. S. Circuit 
Court, .th° sum of thirty-six hnndred dollars ; and to 
Oeorge P. Raney, in Ihe same eases, the sum of seven 
thousand two hundred dollars ; and to P. W. White, in 
the last nrmed case, twelve hundred dollars. 

Rexotreil. further. That the same be paid hv the Treasu- 
rer of this Roard out of any moneys in his hands, or that 
may eome into his hands, specially applicable to the pay- 
ment for such services. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 13, 1879.. 
The Board met in the Comptroller's Office. 
Present: Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
11 u iili A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The following bill was presented and approved: 

To O. H. Johnson for services as Surveyor in examin- 
ing lunds trespassed opes in Manatee County, $20.00. 

The Board lhi*n a'ljovrned. 
Attest: C. IiBEW, President pro tern. 

HX-GH A. COBLEY, Secretarv. 

• 



Tallahassee, .Florida. June 25, l$7!>. 

The Board lip! in the olfire of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Tmnvgrntion. 

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Knney, Attorney General. 
Hrgh A. Corley, Commissioner n( Lands & 
Immigration, 

The Co;ht issinoor of Lands and Immigration stated to 
1he Board tna.t he has just returned from Jacksonville 
where he had gV/ne to confer with the Commissioner* ap- 
pointed hv the General Land Office to examine the Swamp 
Land Selections in the Southern portion of the State: 
that said '-emmisMioners had examined a large quantity of 
the lands in the western portion of South Florida, hut 
that in more than forty townships they had not been able 
to' make a foil examination for the want of proper gttideB 
to point out the lands; that these Commissioners express- 
ed the opinion that the State should furnish every facili- 
ty and nsMstanct- to enahle them to complete 1heir investi- 
gation and make a full report; that they consented to re- 
turn to South Florida and continue their examination if 
the State would send with them a competent surveyor to 
assist them and to represent the State and par the neces- 
sary traveling expenses of the commission; that \f, A. 
Williams had consented to accompany them provided his 
necessary expenses are paid. 

T'nder (he circumstances, and in view of the great im- 
portance to the State in having the earliest adjustment 
of the swamp land claim, it was 

Ordered. That this Board will pay the traveling ex- 
penses of the Agents of the General Land Office and of 
Mr. M. A. Williams in continuing the examination of the 
swamp lands in South Florida selected for the State but 
not yet patented. 
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Mr. James M. Sparkman applied for the cancel I atio* of 
Kntry No. r>Pi38 made by him November 2£t, 1SC8, upon 
LotfiNos. 1 & 8, Section 4, Township 9, South, Range 21 t 
East, which said Jx>ts had previously been sold to Edward 
>'. Birkcrson, and the said Sparkman having returned his 
deed and reconvened the lands to the Trustees, It was Or- 
dered. That said entry be ranee) led and the purchase 
money paid therefor ($37) be refunded. 

The Board having appointed the follow! ug named per- 
sons on the 9th instant to be the Speeial Agents of the 
Board to protect the lands of the fund from trespass and 
to collect moneys for timber cut upon said lands, and no 
note of Bach appointments having been made upon the 
minutes, it was ordered that the Secretary record them 
upon the record of this meeting, as follows : 

W. H. Ilutchinson at Pensaeoia. 

W. A. C. Benbow at Milton. 

William Miller at Ghoctawhatchie Bay. 

Louis J. Brush, at Cedar Keys. 

Cyprian T, Jenkins at Bay Port 

D. Isaac Craft at Tampa. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORI/EY. Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 5, 1S79. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 4 
Immigration, 
The Governor laid before the Board a letter from John 
I '. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway, 1 >rain- 
age and Canal Company, with reference to some ir^ange- 
inent between the Trustees and said Company for drain- 
age; which was lead and referred to the- Secretary for 
reply. : 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 
Floridian Office, for printing for Salesman's office, 
$37.00. 
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M. A. Williams, for comma, on sales in June, $110.00. 

Hugh A, Corley, expenses 2 trips to Jacksonville, Ex- 
press char*,'* 1 *; ami Stationery, $14.15. 

George F. Drew, Expenses attending U. S. Coort in 
Jacksonville and telegraphing, $15.00. 

C. C. Yonge, professional services in the case of Mar- 
quis & Co. v. The Sheriff of Santa Rosa Co., involving tim- 
ber cut on State lands, $50.00. 

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for expenses traveling and 
surveying from Sept. 15, 1S78 to Jnne 15, 1879, $5(14.27. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the account of E. 
J. Berry, Timber Agent, for moneys received by him for 
timber cnt upon State lands, and payments made for pro- 
tecting same and for the Sheriffs commissions, showing ft 
balance due the Fund of $1,474.76; which account was 
approved and referred to the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request Mr. E. J. Berry, 
Timber Agent, to send in his account for surveying UEd 
expenses monthly, whenever practicable. 

The Secretary laid before the Board an application 
from John A. Macdouald for a deed to his wife, Mary A. 
MacdonaM, for Lot No. 2. Section 29, T. 19, S., B. 30, E., 
purchased by her in 1874 through Williams. Swann and 
Cocky, but the entry whereof does not apjtear upon the 
hooks and plats; which was referred to the Salesman and 
Treasurer to ascertain whether said land was paid for 
by Mrs. Macdonald. 

The II. S. Circuit Court having made an otdrr that the 
Treasurer invest the moneys in his hands belonging to 
the Sinking Fund of the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Cen- 
tral Railroad, amounting to five thousand dollars, th? 
Treasurer was instructed to make a temporary invest- 
ment in bonds of the $tate of Florida until it ««*an be 
ascertained at what price the bonds of th^ Florida, At- 
lantic ond Gulf Central Railroad Company can be pur- 
chased. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, Tresident. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. July ISJth, 18m 

The Board met in the Attorney General** Office. 

Present: Walter Gwynu, Treasurer 

Columbus Drew, Compl rol'cr. 
George 1*. Kaaey, Attorney General. 

The Comptroller acted as President pro teni. 

The Attorney General aeted as Becretkry pro teni. 

The acconnts of Charles II. Foster, Clerk of the Su- 
preme Court, for live 45-100 dollars and of Alexander 
Mosely, Sheriff of said Court, in the case of W. A. C. 
Benbow vs. Marquis * Co., were approve d and ordered 
paid, the account of Mosely, Sheriff, being Three T2 100 
dollars said case being a suit of replevin growing out of 
trespass on the public lands. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tfira. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 2d, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Mr. Barton D. Jones, one of the Agents appointed by 
the Department of the Interior at Washington to inves- 
tigate the claim of the State of Florida for indemnity for 
lands selected for the State as "Swamp Lands" and sold 
by the United States after the 28th September, 1850, and 
prior to March 3, 1857, appeared before the Board, and 
read the instructions from the Department of the Inte- 
rior respecting the manner of examining said lands and 
obtaining evidence regarding their swampy character. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from 
James M. Baker, Esq., asking a payment on account of 
professional services in the suit of Vose vs. The Trus- 
tees. 

Ordered, That one hundred dollars be paid to Mr. 
Baker on account of said services. 
The following accounts were presented & approved. 
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For Postage for Salesman's Office J22.3T 

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for expenses from Jane 

15, to August 1. 1879 $91.50 

Application was received from James Masters for the 
cancellation of Kntry No. 7183 made NO v. 10, 1875, which 
entry was illegal for the reason that the lands embraced 
therein, to wit: the NWi of SW± of Section 27, T. 8, S, 
R. 28, E.. was not the property of the Internal Improve- 
emtn Fund, and said application being accompanied 
with a deed of relinquishment it was ordered that said 
entry be cancelled, and that the Treasurer refund to Mr. 
Masters forty dollars the amount paid by him for the 
purchase of said tract. 

The Hoard iheu adjourned. 

• GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Angj 8, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew Governor. 

Colambus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolrcd. That the President of the Board of Trustees 
be and he is hereby authorized to appoint L. B. Womb- 
well Agent to look into and examine all the accounts and 
vouchers filed by Messrs. A. B. Hawkins and Sherman 
Conant, as Receivers of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and 
Mobile Railroad, in the office of Philip Walter, Clerk of 
the Circuit and District Courts of the United States foi 
the Northern District of Florida, and to make a report 
of the said examination to the Board of Trustees, and 
the said Womb well is authorized to call in to his assist- 
ance any person familiar with Railroad business. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

Secretary pro tern. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 9, 1879. 

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund met in the Executive Office, August 9, 1879. 

Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 
i 'm1 urn 1ms Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter GSvynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

On. Ankeuy, Mr. E. A. I'rotojs, and Mr. B. I). Jones, 
Agents appointed by the Department of the Interior, io 
examine and report upon the Lands selected for the State 
of Florida as "Swamp Lands" under the Act of GongresB 
of September 28, 1850. and sold by the United States 
after the passage of that Act and prior to March 3. 1857, 
and for which the State claims indemnity, appeared be- 
fore the Board and stated their readiness to commence 
the work of investigation in a few days. Some time 
was sj»ent in considering the best manner of prosecuting 
the examination and getting the testimony to establish 
the character of the lands. The Trustees agreed that 
they would employ a surveyor and cbambearers to accom- 
pany each of said Agents, and that the testimony might 
be procured and taken from time to time as the examina- 
tion proceeded without requiring any specified notice of 
time and place. The Board selected for surveyors M. A. 
Williams, and Charles F, Hopkins of Jacksonville and 
IT. S. Duval of Gadsden County. 

The Secretary placed before the Bou.rd the pmiesi of i-er- 
tain citizens of Levy County against the appointment *»f 
Louis J. Brush as Special Agent at Cedar Keys for the 
collection of stum page and claiming that th« Sheriff, 
Mr. Jackson, is fairly entitled to the appointment. This 
protest is signed by W. J. Jones, State Senator, W. W. 
<-lyatt, uieml>er of the Assembly, and Messrs, N, B, Car- 
ter, J. Ira Gore, S. Qnincey, James M. Barco and L. Z. 
Lewis, members of the Democratic Executive Committee 
nf l<evy County. 

Also, a communication from Louis J. Brush in which 
he claims that an agent should be appointed at Cedar 
Keys to receive the cedar and other timber cut in Taylor. 
Lafayette, Levy and Hernando counties, and collect the 
srumpage thereon, and that to appoint the Sheriffs in 
each county to collect the stumpage therein would be 



■against the interest of tlie Fund and the convenience of the 
i utters ami purchasers of timber. 

Also, a communication from W. J. Jones, enclosing a 
petition from 175 citizens of Levy county ashing that H. 
P. Jackson, the Sheriff of that county, be authorized to 
act as Agent of the Board to collect stum page. 

No motion was made to change the former action of 
the Board in the matter of appointing Special Agents 
for the collection of stumpage. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from C. 
T. Jenkins expressing his willingness to accept the 
Agency at Bay Port for the collection of stumpage, pro- 
vided he is also authorized to collect what ib due from 
trespassers upon lands in Hernando county committed 
before the adoption of the Stumpage system. 

On motion, it was ordered, That C. T. Jenkins be au- 
thorized to prosecute all trespassers upon the lands be- 
longing to the Internal Improvement Fund in Hernando 
county; and he is further aathorized to make such ar- 
rangements with persons who have unlawfully cut the 
timber upon said lands as iu his judgment may be best 
for the interest* of the fund, and receive payment of such 
amount as may be agreed upon, and upon such payment 
to give a full release or acquittance therefor. 

Mr. J. H. Lee, of Orange county, was appointed Special 
Agent for the collection of stumpage on timber cut in the 
vicinity of Lakes Jesup and Harney, Fort Christmas and 
Econlockhatchie River. 

Letters were received on behalf of Dr. A. E. Hodges, 
C. Q. Nevitt and T. J. Cook, asking that permits be not 
given to other parties to cut timber in the Districts re- 
spectively embraced in the permits granted to them. 

The Secretary was instructed to inform these persons 
that the Board is unwilling to grant the exclusive priv- 
ilege of cutting timber in any district to any one or more 
persons. 

The following bills were presented and approved: 

A. N. Pacetti, Sheriff of St. Johns County, for ex- 
amining and surveying Cedar Camp in T. 8, S>, 
B. 28, E $17.60 

The same for similar services in T. l>, B. 28 25.60 
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George R. Frisbee, County Surveyor, for surveying 

lands in Clay County to investigate trespass 18.20 

R. F. Taylor, Attorney, for profession services 

assisting E. J. Berry, Timber Agent B0.00 

The Board then adjourned. 

GFO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest * 

HUGH A. CORLET, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Flor'da, August 14, 18 19. 
The Board met in the Comptroller's Office. 
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynu, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corlev, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
A. K. Pacetti, of St. Augustine, was appointed the 
Bpecial Agent of the Board for the collection of stump- 
age for timber cut in St. Johns County. 
The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 19, 1ST!). 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands St 
Immigration. 
Messrs. Protois, Ankeny and Jones, the Agents of the 
If. S. Land Department for the investigation of the 
Swamp tand claims of the State, and Mr. I. Coryell rep- 
resenting Mr. S. I. Wailes, the State Agent for the pros- 
22 I. I. . iJj 



ecution of said claims, were present with the Board, ami 
a discussion was had as to the most convenient and 
economical plan of proceeding to the examination of the 
lands and the taking of testimony. Xo official action 
was taken by the Board, it being left to said Agents and 
Mr. Coryell to make arrangements satisfactory to all 
parties. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Mr. 
Berry, the Timber Agent, stating the present low price 
of shingles and recommending that the shun page price 
thereof be reduced to twenty-five cents per thousand: 
Whereupon, it was 

Ordered, That the price for getting shingles from the 
lands belonging to the fund lie reduced from fifty centB 
to twenty-five cents per thousand. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 

Attest : 

Hugh A. Corley, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 28, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present; George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway, 
Drainage and Canal Company, appeared before the Beard 
for the purpose of entering into a contract with the Trus- 
tees, for the drainage of the overflowed lands mentioned 
in the Act incorporating said Company t Chapter :HT4 
of the Laws of Florida). The matter was referred to Sfx. 
Corley and Mr. Chambers to draw up a contract and pre- 
sent it to-morrow for the action of the Board. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from f>2 citizens of the cedar belt on the Gulf Coast, ap- 
proving the action of the Board in relation to stumpage 
and the appointment of Special Agents to collect it. 
Which was read and placed on file. 
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The Secretin- v laid before the Hoard a communication 
from James H. Stepheus, of Deadman'B Bay, complain- 
ing of regulations requiring cedar cut in that neighbor- 
hood to be delivered at Cedar Keys. Which was read 
and referred to the Secretary for reply. 

.fohn Theobald wns appointed Special Agent for the 
collection of stumpage in Franklin County. 

A letter was received from J. YV. C. Parker inquiring 
whether the tops and branches of cedar, after the logs 
had beeu gotten out, might be used by the cutter for do- 
mestic purposes. 

The Secretary was instructed to inform Mr. Parker 
that the Hoard does not object to such use. 
The Hoard then adjourned. 

CEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 2#, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F, Drew, Governor. ^ 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. \| 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and approved: 
W. TJ. Telegraph Company, for telegraphing ....| 2.05 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on sales in July 21.12 

The Board resumed the consideration of the proposi- 
tion of the Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Com- 
pany for a contract to reclaim the swamp lands specified 
in the Act of the Legislature incorporating said Com- 
pany, and the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas, The Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal 
Company was created a body corporate by an act of the 
legislature of Florida approved March 5, 1879, and by 
said Act was authorized to drain and reclaim certain 
public lands in the State of Florida: And Whereas, Sajd 
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Company has notified the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of said State of its intention to effect 
the drain ajie and reclamation of the following described 
lands, provided the said Trustees will grant to it a pro- 
portion of said lands sufficient to justify it in the per- 
formance of the work, to wit: 

1. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publio 
lands, and the improvement of navigation on the Kissim- 
raee river, by the construction of a navigable and perma- 
nent channel from the Southern terminus of its railway 
to Lake Okeechobee. 

2. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent public 
lands and the opening of a navigable route b> the con- 
struction of a canal from Lake Okeechobee to the bead 
of navigation on the Caloosabatcbie river. 

3. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent public 
lanCs and Ihe improvement of navigation on the Caloosa- 
hatchie river, by the construction of a navigable and 
permanent channel fri.un t lie above mentioned canal to 
Charlotte Harbor on the Gulf Coast. 

4. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent public 
lands and the opening of a navigable route by the con- 
struction of a canal from Lake Okeechobee to such point 
on the Indian river, the Atlantic Coast or Lake Worth as 
may be deemed most accessible and expedient. 

6. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent public 
lands and the opening of a navigable route by the con- 
struction of a canal from the head of navigation on the 
Kissimmee river to the waters of the St. Johns river, and 
the improvement of the channel thereof from the present 
head of navigation to its source. 

6. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent public 
lands and the opening of a navigable route by the con- 
struction of a canal from Lake Washington, on the wa- 
ters of the St. Johns river, to the Indian Biver. 

And Whereas, the performance of these works of inter- 
nal improvement would, in the opinion of this Board, be 
of vast importance to the State in opening up for settle- 
ment a large portion of the State now unoccupied and 
unfit for settlement, and would greatly enhance the value 
of the adjacent lands belonging to the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund. 
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Now, Therefore, in consideration of the. premises. 

Be it Resolved by the Hoard of Trustee* of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida. That, for The 
dne performance of the work of drainfl^ and reclamation 
hereinbefore specified, we will grant and convey to the 
said Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Company all 
the swamp and overflowed lands now or hereafter belong- 
ing to the Tnfernal Improvement Fnntl, lying in the odd 
numbered sections, which shall be drained and reclaimed 
from inundation and overflow by means of the work done 
hy said Company in making the improvements aforesaid: 
Provided, however, that this grant is subject to all +he 
conditions. limitations and restrictions embraced in the 
act incorporating said Company; and any forfeiture of 
the privileges and franchises granted in said act shall 
also work as a forfeiture of any benefits nnder these reso- 
lutions. 

Be it further Resolved. That the land herein mentioned 
shall be confirmed and conveyed to said Company only as 
the work progresses, that is to say : When any one of the 
works of reclamation and drainage hereinbefore mention- 
ed shall have been completed by said Company, as pro- 
vided in lhe act of incorporation, then said Company 
shall be entitled to receive the binds drained tind reclaim- 
ed by it as provided in the foregoing resolution; and so. 
from tini" to time, until The whole work is completed. 
When any one of said works of improvement shall be 
completed, and the said Company shall notify the Trus- 
tees thereof and furnish a list of the lands which iliey 
claim have been drained and reclaimed thereby, this 
Board will apjMiint a competent person to examine said 
work and said lands, and report thereon; and if. upon 
such examination, it shall appear that said lands have 
been drained and reclaimed from inundation and over- 
flow by the work aforesaid, a deed Bhall be made convey- 
ing to the said Company the lands to which it is entitled 
under these Resolntions. 

John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway, 
Drainage and Canal Company, being present, did notify 
the Board that on behalf of said Company he accepted 
the terms of the foregoing resolutions. 
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The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

Ht'OH A. COKLKY. Secretary. 



Tal lahas see. Florida. September .1. 187!>. 
The Board met in the Comptroller's Office. 
Present : Coin tubus Drew, Com pt roller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

Walter Gwynn preseuted his account for expenses in 
attending the U. S. Court in Jacksonville in June, and 
for express charges and telegraphing amounting to f 19.50 
which was approved and ordered paid. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. September 6, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

An application was received for the appointment of 
Thomas R. MeCnllough as Special Agent for the collec- 
tion of stampage on the north side of Choctawhatchit 
Bap; which was read and postponed until the return »f 
Mr. Berry, Timber Agent. 

Arthur T. Williams was appointed Spec ; nl Agent tar 
the collection of stuinpage in Duval county. 

The application by Mary A. Maedonald for a deed to 
Lot, No. 2, Section 29> Township 19, South, Range 30, 
East, wt^oh tract was purchased by her through Wil- 
liams, Swarm & Corley in June, 1874, was taken up for 
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cone iteration j and the Salesman and Treasurer havi»g 
reported that the purchase money for said land was paid 
itver to 'he TiiiRteen, it ir«a Ordered. That the Trustee** 
will execute a deed conveying said land to the said Mary 
A. Maedonald. 

A letter was received from T. C. 8. Crosby, who had 
purchased lands lying in Sertions 9 and 15, Township S, 
South, Range 29, East, which lie within the limits of the 
grant to the St. Johns Railway Company, asking the 
privilege of surrendering said lands and locating others 
in lieu thereof. 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform Mr. Crosby that 
the Board will allow him to locate other lands belonging 
to the Fund in lieu of the lahdB so entered to the amonnt 
of the purchase money paid for the lands surrendered. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Ordered. That the Salesman be instructed to restore 
to market the even numbered section*? of land within six 
miles of the route of the Peninsular Railroad, which were 
withdrawn from sale on the 21st of September last; Pro- 
vided, That where any of said lands have been applied 
for during the time when they were reserved from sale, 
the Salesman shall notify the applicants that the lands 
are subject to entry, and shall- allow them' sixty days 
from this date to make payment for the lands applied 
for. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved. That the scale of prices of the swamp and 
overflowed lands be further extended as follows, to wit: 

For more than 040 acres and unt exceeding 2,000 aoreH, 
in one body, seventy cents per acre. 

For more than 2,000 and not exceeding 10,000 acres, 
in bodies of not less than 040 acres, sixty-five cents per 
acre. 

For more than 10,008 and not exceeding 50,000 acres, 
In bodies of not less than 5,000 acres, sixty cents per acre. 

For more than 50,000 and not exceeding 100,000 acres, 
in bodies of not less than 5,000 acres, fifty-five cents per 
acre. 

Wot more than 100,000 acres, in bodies of not less than 
5,000 acres, fifty centB per acre. 

The account of Ml A. Williams, fsc commissions on 
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• 
sales io August, amounting to ?247.70, was presented, 
approved and ordered paid. 
The Board then adjourned, 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President 
Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 11, 1879. 
The Board met in the State Land Office. 
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Oieorge P. Raney, Attorney General. 
II ugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands £ 
ImuiigisUion. 
The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from 
B. J. Berry, stating that Mr. Brush, the Special Agent 
for the collection of stumpage at that point, 1b absent, 
and had appointed a deputy to attend to his business. 

The Secretary was instructed to ■write to Mr. BrtJBh 
and state that he has no power to appoint a depnty, and 
that he is expected to give his personal attention to the 
duties of bis agency. 

On motion, Mr. I*.' J. Berry was appointed Special 
Agent ad interim at Cedar Keys during the absence of 
Mr. Brush. 
The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest : , 

HUGH A. COBLE Y. Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 'W f 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Ceorge F. Drew. Oovernor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Owynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Citnmissioner of Lands A 
-Immigration. 
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The Governor laid before the Hoard of Trustees a let- 
ter from ihe Commissioner of the General Land Office 
stating that certain lands iu Section 26, 27 and .14. Town- 
ship 31, South, Range 24, East, which had been selected 
by the State for Internal Improvements, were :>abse- 
qnently entered under the Homestead act by Julius C. 
Hockener and Solomon Godwin. That said selections 
have not yet been approved to the State, but ihat the 
homestead entries were erroneously allowed by the Reg- 
ister of the Gainesville Land Office. That the parties 
were notified that their entries were held for cancellation. 
That they have represented to ibe department that Iheir 
entries were made iu good faith, and that they have placed 
very valuable improvements on the land. The Commis- 
sioner states that it is not in his power to afi'onl relief 
to said parties, unless the Htate authorities will relin- 
quish the lands to the Government, and invokes favorable 
action in the matter. 

Which communication was referred to the Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Immigration for investigation and 
report. 

Entry No. 8981. by Elijah B. Sparkman of the rtWf of 
SWJ Section 20, T. 28, S., R. 20, E., made Septemtier 26. 
1873, for which no deed was ever executed, was canceled 
on the ground of mistake, and the Treasurer directed To 
refund the purchase money paid therefor, amounting to 
thirty-nine dollars and ninety -six cents. 

Patent No. If), Tallahassee Land District and Patent 
No. 1, Gainesville Land District, embracing lands selected 
for the State prior to 1861. and not heretofore pa rented, 
amounting to 16.87JS.73 acres, having been received, and 
having been procured through S. I. Wailes. the Agent of 
the State in Washington, the Salesman was instructed to 
permit Mr. Wailes to enter lands under his contract 
amounting to 1,349.90 acres, being eight per cent, of tbe- 
quantity patented as aforesaid. 

A communication was received from J. W. Scot% Jr.j. 
living near the St. Johns River in St. Johns Oovaty, ask- 
ing permission to cut dead pine for cord wood as fuel for 
steam-boats navigating the river. 

Ordered, That the permission asked for be granted to 
Mr. Seott on the condition of payment of twenty-five 
cents for each cord of dead wood «ut upon State land; 
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The Treasurer reported the following receipts from 
stum page paid over by Agents: 

By John Theobald, at Apalachicola. 120.65. 

By W. II. Hutchinson, at Peusacola. ?18.75. 

By A. X .l'a<etti. St. Johns County, f 13.90. 

The following accounts were approved, and ordered 
paid : 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on .Sales in September, *70.l5^ 

C. A. Bryan, Jr., Binding for Salesman's Office, S2.50. 

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent. Expenses in August, $39.65. 

Postage for Salesman's Office, $24.16. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO, F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, November 1. 1379. 

The Iktfu-d met in the Executive Office. 

Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A communication was received from Lonis J. Brush re- 
signing the appointment of Special Agent at Cedar Keys 
for the collection of stumpage- which resignation was ac- 
cepted. 

The Board appointed IT. I'orter Jackson as Special 
Agent at Cedar Kpvr for the collection of stum page, in the 
place of Louis J. Brush, resigned. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration to whom 
was referred th« letter to Governor Drew from the General 
Land OffU-e respecting certain lands selected by the State 
for Internal Improvement purposes hut which were after* 
wards entered by Jnlins C. Rocftener and Solomon God- 
win as homesteads, reported that the fart* were as * fated 
in the letter of Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and that the selections had not yet been confirmed to the 
State. . . 

Ordcrfi. That the Commissioner of Lands-and- Immigra- 
tion withdraw the following selections for Internal Im- 
provements and relinquish the claim of the State thereto, 
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to wit : The SWJ of SWJ Section 26. SW| of SE} Sec- 
tion 27, NKi of \ T Ei, 8E4. of HWf, XW$ of SE± and Ei 
nf SW$, Section 34, Township 31. South, Range 25, East, 
the. name being the lands entered under the Homestead 
act hy Julius C .Roekener and Solomon find win. 

A coram nnieatiou was received from -Tames H. Stephens, 
of Taylor County, complaining of irregularity bv E. J. 
Berry, Timber Agent, in his official dutieB in Taylor and 
Lafayette counties; and also as extract from the pre- 
sentment of the Grand Jury of Taylor County referring 
to the charges of Mr. Stephens against Mr. Berry, 

The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Berry of the 
complaints made, and to request him to come l»ef ore : 1 he 
Board next week and explain the matters complained of. 

A communication waB received from John C. Chambers, 
President of the Midland Railway. Drainage aud Canal 
Company stating that the Company had placed R Steam- 
boat upon Lake Kissimmee with a Topographical and Civil 
Engineer, with the intention of proceeding to Lake Okee- 
chobee for the purpose of commencing the work of digging 
a canal connecting said Lake with the Caloosahatchie 
river, and expressing great apprehension that upon the 
commencement of their work the lands adjacent to the 
tiver would be speedily entered at the Land Office, to the 
detriment of the Company's interests, and requesting that 
the lands to which they would be entitled on completing 
their work be reserved from sale. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. cham- 
bers that the Board do not consider it expedient to re««rve 
lands from sale as requested. 

The following bills were presented and approved : 

H. A. Ccrley, Salesman, Express charges and telegraph- 
ing dnring August, September & October, $7.70. 

L. B, Wombwell, expenses 2 trips to Jacksonville to 
examine the accounts of R. R. Receivers, $49.50. 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on Sales in October, $27.13. . 

On motion, the Board reconsidered the action had on 
the 6th September upon the letter of Mr. T- 0- & Crosby, 
allowing him to locate other lands in lieu of those entered 
by him several yean ago in the odd numbered Sections 
within Six miles of the St. Johns Railway,; and the f-were- 
ttry was instructed to communicate with the* "officers of 
said Railway Company and inquire how they propose to 
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adjust their claim for the lands sold by the Trustees with- 
in six miles of their road. 

The Board then adjonrned. 
'Attest: GEO. P. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Commissioner. 



Tallahassee. Nov. 13th. 1879. 

The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. 

Present : Columbus Brew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 

The Comptroller acted as President pro tem and the At- 
torney General as Secretary pro tem. The 
Attorney General laid before the Board a letter 
from Hon. I>. L. Tnlee requesting that the even-numbered 
Sections of land within six miles of the Waldo and Ocala 
Railroad — which were restored to the market by a resolu- 
tion passed Sept. 6.— be again withdrawn whereupon the 
following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That no sales shall be made for the period of 
twenty days from this date of lands lying on either side of 
and within six miles of the Peninsular Railway and that 
the agents for the sale of land be so notified and directed 
in case any applications for the purchase of said land or 
any part there of is made to notify the applicants that 
the propriety of selling the same is under . consideration, 
and to note the time of all applications to purchase In 
order that the person or persons first applying may have 
the preferred right to purchase in case said lauds shall be 
restored to market. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : C. DREW, President Pro tem. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem. 
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Tallahassee, Nov. 17th, 1879, 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
C. Drew, tjomptrolier. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
The Attorney General acted as Secretary pro letn. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Whereas, application has at different times, been made 
to this Board by different parties proposing to build a ship 
canal across this. Rtate, for the purpose of ascertaining 
upon what termB thiB Board will sell lands to persons 
who may construct such canal; and whereas the Board 
desires to lend all reasonable encouragement to the accom- 
plishment of such a project, Renolved, That the Board will 
sell to any company having ability to carry out the project 
and bona fide undertaking and prosecuting the same, any 
lands belonging to it and lying on either side of the two 
hundred feet right of way granted by the Act entitled "An 
Act fo Provide a General Law for the Incorporation of 
Railroads and Canals" approved Feby. l!>tli, 1874, and 
within one eighth of a mile of 1 he limit of said two hun- 
dred feet, at five cents per acre, but none of said lands 
will be reserved from sale until there shall have been 
made and filed in the Office of the Seccetary of State of 
this State a working survey of the canal proposed. Such 
sale will not be made unless the survey is filed within nine 
months from the 17th day of November, A. D. 1870; and 
Resolved, further, That this Board will (provided the Leg- 
islature shall recommend and authorize it) sell to iny 
such company, after the actual construction of the ianal 
shall have been commenced, and is being carried on in 
Rood faith, two million acres of land at 30 eon fa per 
acre, fn bodies of not less than 10,000 acres, not less than 
lOO.noo acres to be sold at any one time; and after the 
completion of the canal, said company may purchase in 
like manner 1,000.0(10 acres additional at five cents per 
acre. No reservation shall be made by this Board of any 
lands from sale except those within the limit of one 
eighth of a mile from the said two hnndred feet limit and 
these shall not be reserved for longer than five years. 
Should any snch company in any manner acquire the 
alternate sections of land within six miles of said canal 
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the remaining sections within such limit of six miles will 
aot be subject to sale to said company at any of the prices 
aforesaid, except tliat portion of the same within the said 
one eighth mile limit. This resolution is not intended to 
give preference to any particular company. 

Account of It. F. Taylor, for professional services as- 
sisting E. J. Berry State Timber Agent, for *r>U,UO was 
approved and ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

GEO. I'. RAXEY, Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Nov. 19th, 1879. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: C. Brew. Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. , 

Geo. P. Baney, Attorney General. 
The Comptroller acted as President pro tem. 
A letter from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, in answer to 
certain charges brought against him by J. H. Stephens 
was laid before the Board. Consideration of the same 
was postponed. 

The following accounts were approved and ordered 
paw?; 

M. A. Williams, Comms. from 1 to 17th inst., in- 
clusive 1664.97 

E. J. Berry, Expenses for Kept. & Oct 98.C> 

The Board then ndjourned. 
Attest: C. DREW, 

President pro tem. 
GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Nov. 20th, 1879. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

C. Drew. Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Ranev. Atfx. Genl. 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, Patents Xbs.»17 and 18 of former Tampa 
now Gainesville Laud District, embracing lands selected 
for the State since the War, and not heretofore patented, 
amounting to 8!t5,875.02 having Iwen received and hav- 
ing been procured through Mr, S. I. Wailes, the Agent 
for the State in Washington, Remhed, That the Sales- 
man be instructed to allow Mr, Wailes to enter lands un- 
der his contract to the amount of f 17,917.50 that amount 
being his commissions on said patenls, at the rate of 2 
cts. per acre for each acre patented as per Besolntion of 
Oct. 19th, 1878. 

The Board theu adjoarned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest: 

GEO. P. EAXEY, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 8, 1879. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The account of Charles F. Hopkins for services and 
expenses as State Agent in examining Swamp lands, 
amounting to $163.92 was presented. The Board ap- 
proved said* account to the amount of f 146.77 and sus- 
pended items amounting to S17.15. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DBEW, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



352 

Tallahassee, Florida, December 29, 1879. 

The Board met in the Secretary of State's Office. 

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. \ 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The following resolution was n nan minus ly adopted : 
Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That there bs 
and is hereby granted to James R. Mims and Rufus Mil- 
ligan, and tbeir assigns, the survivor of them and the 
heirs and assigns of such survivor, in consideration of 
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars paid to said 
Board, the right of way for the width of fifty feet lor 
the purpose of digging and cutting a canal through the 
hereinafter described lands, lying apd being in the county 
of Santa Rosa, in the State aionsaiu, to wit: 

The South West quarter of the North West quarter ot 
Section Two; the South East quarter of the North East 
quarter, the North West quarter of the South East quar- 
ter, the North East quarter of the South West quarter, 
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section 
Three; the East half of the South East quarter of Sec- 
tion Four; the East half of the North East quarter, and 
the East half of the South East quarter of Set turn _\:ne; 
the South hal f of the South East quarter of Section Ten ; 
the East half of the North West quarter, and the North 
West quarter of the North West quarter of Section 
Eleven; the North West quarter of the North East quar- 
ter, the East half of the North West quarter, and the 
South West quarter of the North West quarter of Sec- 
tion Fifteen, in Township Five, North, of Range Twenty 
Seven, West. 

The Lot numbered Four of Section Twenty seven ; the 
Lot numbered One of Section Twenty-eigh% the East half 
of the North East quarter, and the East half of the South 
East quarter of Section Thirty -three; the West half of 
the North West quarter, the West half of the South West 
quarter, and the South East quarter of the South East 
quarter of Section Thirty-four; and the North East quar- 
ter of the North West quarter, the South West quarter 
of the North West quarter, and the North West quarter 
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of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-five, in 
Township Six, North, of Rauge Twenty-seven, West. 

The North East quarter of the North East quarter, and 
the West half of the South West quarter of section one; 
the East half, and the North West -quarter of Section 
Two; the North West quarter and the West haJf of the 
South West quarter of Section Twelve; in Township 
Three, North, of Range Twenty-nine, West. 

The West half of the South West quarter of Section 
Twenty-five ; the South West quarter of the South Eaet 
quarter of Section Twenty-six; and the West half of the 
North East quarter, and the East half of the North West 
quarter of Section Twenty -seven ; in Township Fire, 
North, of Range Twenty-nine, West. 

Said canal or ditch to he of such depth as may he nec- 
essary for floating logs; and said grantees to have the 
right to use and appropriate within the limit of fifty feet 
aforesaid any timber, stone or earth necessary in the 
construction or repair of such canal or ditch, or necessary 
To the use of the same, and to use and occupy any land 
bordering on said canal or ditch and lying within said 
fifty feet which may be. necessary for the use of said ditch 
or canal for the purpose of floating logs as aforesaid. 

Application was received from Edward M. Lee for the 
cancellation of Entry No. 4965 and the refunding of the 
purchase money paid therefor, said entry having been 
made December 27, 1867, upon the S£ of Lot No. 8, Sec- 
tion 25, Township 1, South. Range 14, East, said land 
never having been patented to the State of Florida. 

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled, and the pur- 
chase money paid therefor (twenty dollars) be refunded. 

An application was received from William C. Brown, 
of Tampa, for the privilege of purchasing 8,100 acres of 
land in Hillsborough county at less than the regular 
price, accompanied with affidavits showing that none of 
the lands are fit for settlement or cultivation. 

Ordered, That said application be denied. 

A communication was received from John C. Cham- 
bers, President of the Midland Railway, Drainage and 
Canal Company, complaining that the Board had not en- 
couraged the enterprise of said Company, and inquiring 

23 I. I. 
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at what price the Board would sell said Company one 
million acres ot land. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. Cham- 
bers and say that the Board will agree to sell to said 
Company one milium acres of land at forty cents per acre 
— the land to be selected in bodies of not less than 
10.000 acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 

WALTER GWYlSfN, 

President pro tem. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. December 30, 18T9. 
The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present: Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and approved: 
M. A. Williams, for commissions on sales from 

the 14th to 30th November I 95.17 

Haley T. Blocker, salary and expenses as State 
Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity investiga- 
tion from November 1 to December 13. l$7i>. - - , 122 .30 
ifr. Raney offered the following resolution which was 
unanimously adopted: 

Re&olred, That, whereas. General Henry R. Jack- 
son, of Savannah. Georgia, has applied to this Board for 
authority to institute, in the name and on behalf of said 
Board, a gainst any person or persons wh^mav be liable 
to such Board for the unpaid balance due on the amount 
of the purchase price for which the Pensacola and Geor- 
gia Railroad and Tallahassee Railroad were sold by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund on the 
twentieth day of March. A. D. 1809. whether such persons 
were originally so liable or have become so since the sale, 
such suit or suits as may be proper to recover such bal- 
ance or any part thereof, he, the said Henry R. Jackson 
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is granted such authority upon the following terms and 
conditions : 

1st. Neither the Board nor the. Fund shall be liable 
for any costs, expenses or attorneys' fees of such suit or 
suits. 

2nd. Any moneys recovered in such suit or suits shall 
be paid over to this Board, or its successors, to be applied 
under the Internal Improvement Act to the satisfaction 
of the bonds of the Ten sa cola and Georgia Railroad Com- 
pany and Tallahassee Railroad Company issued under 
the provisions of said act. provided any of the same shall 
be outstanding and unpaid. 

3rd. No suit shall be commenced which shall impair 
the Hen of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fnnd for the purchase money bid at such sales on "Said 
railroads or any decree they may have enforcing the 
same, or that shall interfere with the Trustees enforcing 
such decrees; Provided, however, that nothing lie rein 
contained shall be construed to deny the right of General 
Jackson to compensation out of any moneys recovered by 
him. or to pay costs of the suits out of the same. 

Mr, Raney offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolied, That the Attorney General be requested to 
take such steps as may be proper to Mean an ?arly ln»;ir- 
ing of the appeals taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the case involving the Pensacola and 
Georgia and Tallahassee Railroads, now known as the 
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following com-' 
munication, accompanied with the list of lands therein 
referred to: 

Pernandina, Fla., Dec. 17th ? 1879. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Impt. Fund, 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Gentlemen : 

By direction of the Atlantic, Gulf and West India 
Transit Company I herewith enclose you copy of the list 
f 26.208.94-100 acres) of State lands, "in the odd-numbered 
w?ctionB, between the 6 mile parallels of the located (and 
now partly completed) line that part of the main line 
<*f said Railroad, known as the Peninsular Railway, 
which was filed with you in 1S76. 
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The Company now asks that tins list of lands be offi- 
cially recognized by the Trustees and certified to said 
Com pan v— it having how completed its line (from Fer- 
nandina towards Ocala) three and one half sections of 
$0 miles each, as contemplated in the 13th Sec, of the 
Internal Impt. Act. 

Respectfully. 
SAML. A. SWAKK, Land Agt. for Co. 

On motion of Mr. Corley, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the Peninsular 
Railway Company that the Trustees hold reserved from 
sale all the odd -numbered sections of land belonging to 
the Fund within six miles of the route of the Peninsu- 
lar Railway from Waldo to Ocala, but no list of the binds 
granted to said Company can be certified by the Trus- 
tees until said Company shall have completed thirty 
miles of that portion of the line or route from Amelia 
Island, on the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay, in 
South Florida, which they are authorized to construct, 
and shall have furnished proof thereof. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following com- 
munication, accompanied with the list of la mis [herein 
referred to : 

Fernandinn, Fla., Dec, 10th, 1379. 
Hugh A. Corley, 

Secy. Trustees I, I. Fund, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
T>ear Sir : 

At the request of the Peninsular Railway Company, I 
herewith enclose, and beg that you will plate on file, a list 
of about T,0(KI acres of State land, selected for said Com- 
pany from the even, numbered sections within the (> mile 
limit of its road, and which said Company asks that you 
will certify to it in lieu of an equal quantity of land con- 
veyed by yonr Board to individual purchasers from lands 
in the odd-sections heretofore granted to the Florida R. R. 
Co. for its Ocala extension. 

Verv Respectfully, 

SAML. A. SWANN, 
For Peninsular R. R. Co. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the lands selected and applied for on 
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behalf of the Peninsular Railway Company, lying in the 
even numbered sections, as indemnity for and in lieu nf 
lands lying in the odd-numbered sections within six miles 
of the line or route of said Hail way which have been sold 
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fi|nd, be 
withdrawn from sale for sixty days, so as to afford an 
opportunity to said Peninsular Railway Company to pro- 
cure from the United States Circuit Court an order or de- 
cree authorizing or permitting this Board to convey said 
lands to said Company. 

Resolved further. That during the time of such reserva- 
tion, all applications for any of said lands shall l«* noted 
by the Salesman and the applicants informed of the reser- 
vation; and, if the lands shall thereafter be restored to 
market, all such applicants shall have sixty da.vV notice 
thereof and the privilege in that time to make the entry 
in preference to all other persons. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: WALTER GWYNX. President pro tt-m. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. December ?.t. 187ft. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwyun. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following bills were presented and approved : 
Geo. P. Raney. Expenses of two trips to Jacksonville to 
attend the U. S. Court, and cash paid for costs, ?49.i0. • 
Hugh A. Corley. Expenses of trip to Jacksonville to at- 
tend U. S. Court, and telegrams on official business, 
?3G.20. 

Philip Walter. Clerk U. S. Court. Costs of Court. £li5.75. 
C. E. Dyke, for printing, f 107.50. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida. January ll». 1880. 

The Hoard met in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present: Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Owynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

On motion. Mr. Raney was authorized to employ Hon. 
C. W. Jones to represent the Trustees of the Interna' Im- 
provement Fund in a motion hefore the Supreme Court of 
the United States to advance upon the docket the Railroad 
suits decided in Jacksonville and taken up on appeal. 

The Attorney General laid hefore the Board a letter 
from J. W. Archibald on behalf of parties desiring to con- 
struct the Railroad from Jacksonville to St. Augustine, 
inquiring upon what terms the parties can purchase from 
the Trustees the lands adjacent to the route of said road 
and not embraced in the land grant. 

The Board decided that they would not sell said lands 
to said Company except at the regular prices fixed for i be 
lands, and such as would be required of any other pur- 
chaser. 

T. J. Moore and J. P. Grantham appeared before the 
Board representing the Aucilla and Waeissa Canal and 
Xnvi nation Company, and a conference was held with re- 
spect to granting lands from the fund in aid of the enter- 
prise, but no definite action was taken thereon. 

The following accounts were approved : 

Barton D. Jones. I\ S. Special Agent, expense of teams 
and hoard bill of H. S. T>nVal, State Agent. |2 LOO. 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on sales in December. $178.33. 

M. A. Williams, articles purchased in making Swamp 
Land Indemnity Investigation, $00.6(1. 

Isaiah Geiger. men and teams and labor constructing 
raft across Thomas Swamp, in Swamp Land Indemnity 
Investigation. $5.0(1, 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, January .14, 1880. 

The Hoard ruet in the Executive Office. 

Present: George F. T>re\v, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Tbe Secretary laid before tbe Board a letter from Hon. 
W. J. Jones upon the question of "Stum page." in which he 
expresses the opinion that the "Stum page system" is the 
best for the State and the people, provided the Agents act 
promptly. 

The following Special Agents for the protection of tim- 
ber and tbe collection of Stnmpage were appointed: 

J. S. Dyches, for Sumter County. 

James W, DeWitt. for Clay County. 

J. W. Campbell, for Walton County. 

The district of T>. Isaac Craft. Special Agent in Hills- 
borough county for the collection of stnmpage, was ex- 
tended so as to embrace that part of Manatee county lying 
in Townships 33, 34 and 35. west of Range 23. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered. That the Special Agents for the collection of 
stnmpage be required to give bond for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties, and the payment of all moneys 
coming into their hands according to the regulations and 
instructions of this Roard: the hond of the Aijent at Ce- 
dar Keys to be for one thousand dollars, and the bonds 
of the other Agents to he for five hundred dollars. 

Ordered. That the Special Agents be required to report 
monthly their collections, &<\ 

Ordered. That stnmpage be charged upon dead rind fal- 
len pine for fuel at 25 cents per corrl. 

A letter was received from G. W. Moody for permis- 
sion to cut cross-ties upon the State land at stumpage 
rates. 

The Secretary was instructed to inform Mr. Moody that 
the Trustees' are not willing to allow the cutting of lim- 
ber for cross-ties upon the lands belonging to the Fund. 

The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
from the Senator and Representatives from Hernando 
county asking the removal of C. T. Jenkins, Special Agent 



360 

in said county for the collection of Stumpage, upon tie 
ground that said Jenkins is himself an extensive timber 
dealer. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Jenkins 
and inquire into the correctness of the statement that he 
is a timber dealer. 

Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, presented his account 
for expenses during the months of November and l>ecem- 
her. 1879, amounting to $103.45; which account was ap- 
proved; and the Secretary was instructed to call Mr. 
Berry's attention to the order made some time ago requir- 
ing him to send forward his accounts monthly. 

A bill for postage and liox rent for Salesman's office 
amounting to $13.98 was presented and approved. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Rraolrcd, That the resolutions adopted by the Board 
November 17. 1879, for the sale of lands to any company 
constructing a ship canal across the State of Florida be 
so modified and amended that the sale contemplated in 
the first resolution will be made to any company tiling 
the survey of its route within twelve months from the 
17th day of November. A. H. 1870. 

Resoh-erl, further. That after the construction of the 
canal shall have been commenced and is being carried on 
in good faith, if the Company are unwilling* to await the 
recommendation and authority of the Legislature for mak 
ing the sale of lands as set forth in the second of said res- 
olutions. 1hjs Board will sell to said Company three mil- 
lions acreR of hind at thirty cents per acre, to be se- 
lected in bodies of not less than ten thousand acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. P. BREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January 24, 1S80. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. "Drew, Governor, 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Wnlter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of. Land* & 
1 Immigration. 
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A communication was received from I. Coryell, on be- 
half of the Atlantic Coast Steamboat, Canal and Im- 
provement Company, a company incorporated tinder the 
genera] laws of the State for the purpose of cutting ca- 
nals and improving channels so as to afford navigable 
water communication from the Saint Johns river to 
Lake Worth, applying to the Board for such donation of 
the public lands as may be deemed proper in carrying out 
the enterprise. Which was read and referred to the Com- 
missioner of Lands and Immigration for reply. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board the bond of Adolphns X. Paeett', special 
Timber Agent for St. Johns county, with B. F. Oliveros 
and George S. Greeno as sureties; which bond was ap- 
proved. 

The following special agents for the prevention of tres- 
pass and the collection of stnmpage were appointed : 

Thomas W. Shine, for Orange county, except: *he dis- 
trict heretofore assigned to J. H. Lee. 

J. J. Johnson, for Lafayette county. 

John C. Henrr, for Columbia county. 

The district assigned to J. W. Campbell was modified 
eo as to embrace all of Walton and Holmes comities west 
of the Choctawahatchie river and north of Township one, 
North. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

W. R. Wilson, for 1 set of wagon harness in Swamp 
Land Indemnity Investigation, J17.00. 

H. S. Du\al, one month's salary and exj>enses as special 
agent in Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation, $lll,(rf). 

C. A. Bryan, Jr., for ruling and binding two volumes 
"Register of Entries of Swamp Lands'- for the Salesman's 
office, 118.00. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That all permits to cut timber on Shite lands 
hereafter granted shall specify the numbers of the land 
upon which permission to cut is given, and no permit 
shall embrace more than 040 acres, or one section of land, 
and all such permits shall give the exclnsive right to cut 
timber upon the lands mentioned therein. 

Resolved, further. That all permits heretofore given in 
which the numbers of the land are not specified, or which 
embrace a larger quantity than six hundred and forty 
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acres, or one section of land, shall expire on the first day 
of April next. Any |ierson having u permit may surren- 
der it at any time and ohtain another. 

Ordered, That the Salesman {rive notice of said resolu- 
tions to the Timber Aleuts and other parties interested 
therein. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Flurida. January 31. lS-Su. 
The Bnard met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Coin minis Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Uwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cnrley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The Governor laid l»efore the Hoard a communication 
from Dr. C. J. Ken worthy enclosing letters from Mr. A. 
G. Fa ye respecting a ship canal across Florida and the 
action of the Board with reference thereto. The Gover- 
nor was requested to reply to the letter of Dr. Ken worthy, 
and the Secretary was instructed to send him a copy of the 
resolutions adopted hy the Boa I'd on the 14th inst. 

The bill of J. H. Durkee. V. S. Marshal, amounting to 
I14.W) for serving notices in R. R. suits was presented and 
ordered paid. 

The Treasurer presented accounts of Charles F. Mop- 
kins, Special Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity Inves- 
tigation, for services and expenses in December and Jan- 
nary, and part of his November account, amounting alto- 
gether to *27fi, which accounts the Board refused to ap- 
prove for the reason that Mr. Hopkins was not in the time 
charged for engaged in the actual service of the State, 
the work having been suspended by the F. R. Agent. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration an- 
nounced that Mr, Arthur T; Williams had resisned the ap- 
pointment of Sj>ecial Agent for the collection of stum page 
at Jacksonville. 
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The Commissioner laid before the Board the bondti of 
the following agents for the collection of stunipage: 

H. Porter Jackson, at Cedar Keys, for $1,000 with 
James M. Jackson, W. J. Epperson and J. M. Bareo, as 
sureties. 

James W. PeWitt. of Clay County, for $500, with Jos- 
eph B, Register, Joseph Brooker, James Conway and 
James Taylor as sureties. 

John Theobald, at Apalachicola, for $500, with n. L. 
Grady and R. H. Porter as sureties. 

And said bonds were approved by the Board. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Special Agent at 
Cedar Keys for the collection of stum page be allowed ihe 
same commissions upon collection as the other Agents, to 
wit: twenty per cent. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February S, 1SS0. 
The Board met in the Executive Offiee, 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from George G. McWhorter, Esq., Attorney of Messrs, 
Mima & Milligan in reference to the right of way granted 
to them by the resolution adopted on the 20th December 
last, stating that some of the lands embraced in said reso- 
lution lie some distance from the creeks, and furnishing 
;i description of the lands through which the righ+ of m-ay 
is desired: 
Whereupon it was 

Resolved. That the resolution adopted on the 29th. day 
of December, 1879. granting the right of way through 
certain lands to James B. Mims and Rufns Millifpin. he 
amended by striking out the description of the lands em- 
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braced therein and inserting the following named lands In 
lieu thereof: 

The South West quarter of the North West quarter, and 
the West half of the South West quarter of Section Six; 
the West half of the South West quarter of Section Seven; 
the South East quarter of the Noith West quarter, nn<\ 
the North West quarter of the South East quarter nf Sec- 
tion Eighteen ; the East half of the North East quarter, 
and the North West quarter of the South East quarter of 
Section Nineteen; the South West quarter of the South 
East quarter of Section Twenty nine; the North Wert 
quarter of the North East quarter of Section Thirty-two; 
the East half of the South West quarter of Section Twen- 
ty-one; the Went half of the North West quarter of Sec- 
tion Twenty -eight ; the East half of the North West quar- 
ter, and the North West quarter of the South West quar- 
ter of Section Eleven ; the South half of the South East 
quarter of Section* Ten ; and the East half of the North 
West quarter, and the South West quarter of the North 
West quarter of Section Fifteen, in Township Five, Ncrlfi 
of Range Twenty-seven. West. 

The West half of the North East quarter, and the West 
half of the South East quarter of Section Six; the West 
half of the North East quarter of Section Seven ; the East 
half of the North East quarter of Section Eighteen; ia 
Township Four, North, of Range T wen tv -eight. West. 

The South East quarter of the North East quarter, a*id 
the East half of the South East quarter of Section Thirty- 
one;- and the West half of the North West quarter nf Sec- 
tion Thirty-two; in Township Five, North, of Range 
Twenty-eight, West. 

The South East quarter of the South East quarter of 
Section Two; the Fast half of the North East quarter, and 
the East half of the South East quarter of Section Eleven; 
the East half of the North East quarter of Section Four- 
teen; the South West quarter of the North West quarter 
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section 
Thirteen ; and the North East quarter of the North West 
quarter of Section Twenty-four; in Township Four, 
North, of Range Twenty-nine West. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

M. A, Williams, Commissions on Sales in Januarv, 
1139.60. 
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Barton D. Jones, State's sharp of expenses in Swamp 
Land Investigation in West Florida in January, $4S.2rL 

Haley T. Blocker. Special Agent in Swamp Land Inves- 
tigation for subsistence from 1 to 13 December, $12.50. 

Hugh A. Corley, for cash paid for notarial seal for 
.Tames G. Gibbes, Special Agent in Swamp Land Investi- 
gation, $2.60. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February 6, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Pi^sent: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geonge P. Rauey. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Commissioner of Land* and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board the official bonds of the following r.amed 
Special Agents for the collection of Stumpage, and said 
bonds were approved, to wit : 
Josiah 8. Dyches, Special Agent for Sumter County. 
J. J. Johnson, Special Agent for Lafayette County. 
Thomas W. Shine, Special Agent for part of Orange 
County. 

The acount of E. J. Berry. Timber Agent, for expenses 
during the month of January, amounting to f 61.40, was 
presented and approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February 9, 1880. 
The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. * 
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
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The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a communication from Col. A. E. Protois, 
17. 6. Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity investigation, 
in reference to the account of Charles F. Hopkins, State 
Agent, accompanying him in said investigation, express* 
ing the opinion that Mr. Hopkins' account should be ap- 
proved for 21 days in December and 1G dayB in January; 
"Whereupon, the account of Charles F. Hopkins for 
his salary as Special Agent for 21 days in December, 
1879 and 16 days in January, 1880, amounting to one 
hundred and twenty dollars, was allowed. 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DBF,W, 
President pro tern. 

Attest : 

HIGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 10, 1880. 
The Board met. 

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Resolved. That the resolutions of this Board scaling 
the prices of swamp lands according to the quantity pur- 
chased shall not he constructed in their application so 
as to permit the sale of any quantity of land for a less 
amount than the purchase money required for a smaller 
quantity. For instance, if any person desires to purchase 
more than 10.000 acres at sixty cents per acre, he will be 
required to pay therefor at least as much as a purchase 
of 10.000 acres at sixty-five cents per acre — Provided, 
this rule shall not effect any application now pending. 
The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary, 
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Tallahassee Florida. February 14th, 1880. 

The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 

l'resent: Geo. F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller, 

Walter G.wynn, Treasurer. 

Geo. r. Raney. Attorney General. 

The Attorney General was elected to act as Secretary 
pro tern. 

A communication dated Gainesville, Fla., Feb. 12th, 
1SS0, from Cbas. F. Hopkins. Esq. to Hon. Hugh A. 
Corley, Commr, of L. & I. requesting allowances for ser- 
vices during the months of December 1879 and January 
1S80, during the time work was" suspended on the Swamp 
land indemnity investigation and making other requests 
was laid before the Board and the Secretary pro tem 
was directed to notify Col. Hopkins that the Board de- 
clines to accede to such requests. 

The Treasurer presented a letter of the 12th inst. from 
J. C. Greeley of Jacksonville, to him enclosing a power 
of attorney from OharleB F. Hopkins which is in the fol- 
lowing words and figures to wit: "For and in considera- 
tion of advances made to me I hereby authorize J. C. 
Greeley to receive and receipt for any monies due me 
from the Trustees of the Board of Internal Improvement 
of Florida now or to become due." 

(signed) "CHAS. F. HOPKINS." 

"State Agent and Surveyor." 
"Jacksonville. Fla.. Feby. 7", 1880." 

In such letter Mr. Greeley requests information as to 
the amount for which he shall make the receipt for De- 
pernber & January. The Treasurer was requested to no- 
tify Mr. Greeley of the action. of this Board as to allow- 
ances to Mr. Hopkins for services rendered in the matter 
of the Swamp land indemnity investigation during the 
months of December 1879 and January 1880 and that no 
further allowances will be made him for such months and 
that the accounts of allowances made for such services 
in such months have been audited and forwarded to Mr, 
Honk-ins and to further notify Mr. Greeley that the board 
will not agree to pay any claims of Mr. Hopkins except 
upon an account duly audited by the Board and en- 
dorsed by Mr. Hopkins to whomsoever he desired them 
paid and to return the power of Attorney to Mr. Greeley 



368 

and notify him of the claim of J. Ramsey Dey against 
said Hopkins in Sir. Corley's bands. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

GEO. P. RAN'EY. Atty. Geo]. 
Secretary pro tern. 



Tallajiassee, Florida, March 2d, 1880. 
The Board met in the Comptroller's Office. 
Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

George P. Raoey, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
& Immigration. 
The ae-count of M. A. Williams for commissions on 
sales in February, amounting to $1184.40 was presented 
and approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 9, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew-, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller- 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Secretary announced that on the fourth instant 
the survey of the route of the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad, from Lake City to Charlotte 
Harbor by the way of Gainesville. Ocala and Leesburg, 
with branches to Tampa and Palatka, and the survey of 
the Silver Springs, Ocala and Golf Railroad from Silver 
Springs to Blue Spring, had been filed. 
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The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from the President of the Gainesville, Ocala and Char- 
lotte Harbor Railroad Company, enclosing a copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of said 
Company selecting for said Company under Chapter 3167 
of the Laws of Florida the odd-numbered sections of 
Swamp Lands within six miles on each Bide of their 
route, and requesting that the same be withdrawn from 
market, and also a communication from Henry C. Whit- 
ney, Esq., Solicitor of said Company, requesting that the 
Trustees sell to said Company a body of land within ten 
miles of that part of the road between Palatka and 
Gainesville, not to exceed 120,000 acres, at reduced prices. 
Mr. Whitney also appeared in person before the Board 
representing said Company. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Be it Remlved, That the Attorney General is directed 
to take such steps in the United States Circuit Court as 
may be necessary to secure a modification of the orders 
in the case of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, in so far as the same may in- 
terfere with the withdrawal from sale of the alternate 
sections of land granted to the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company under the provis- 
ions of Chapter 3167 of the Laws of Florida approved 
March 4, 1879. 

And Be it -further Resolved, That until the action of 
the Court on the motion which may be made for the ab^ve 
purpose, the odd-numbered sections on either side of and 
within six miles of that part of the line of said Com- 
pany's road between Palatka and Gainesville according 
to the plan thereof on file with the Board, be reserved 
from sale: 

The Secretary laid before the Board a certified copy of 
an order made by the IT. -S. Circuit Court, in the case of 
Francis Vose vs. The Trustees I. I, Fund, authorizing 
the Trustees to convey to the Peninsular Railway Com- 
pany certain lands in the even numbered sections in lien 
of lands in the odd-numbered sections within six miles of 
said road sold by the Trustees. 

Which order is as follows, to wit: 
24 LI. 
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In U. S. Cirauit Court, 5th Judicial Circuit'. 
Northern l>ist. of Florida. 

Francis Vose l 

T8. ( Petition Of the Peninsu- 

The Trustees of the Internal f lar liaihuad Coifipany. 

Improvement Fund & others. J 

And now* on (he nineteenth day of February A. D. 
1880, the petition in this case coming on to be heard, and 
James if. Baker. Esquire, appearing for the petitioner, 
and J no. T. Walker. Esquire, for Francis Vose and in op- 
position to the prayer of the petitioner, aud argument 
having tieen heard, and it appearing that by Legislative 
Act of the State of Florida entitled "An Act to provide 
for and encourage a liberal system of internal improve- 
ments in this State," approved January 6th, 1855, and 
by the fifteenth section thereof, the State thereby granted 
to each of the different companies that might thereafter 
construct portions of any of the lines or routes indicated 
in said Act. the alternate sections of State lands on each 
Bide for six miles; and that by a resolution of the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State nt 
Florida adopt*] on the 29th day of December, 1856, the 
odd-numbered sections were allotted to the companies s^ 
constructing said roads; and that the line from Amelia 
Island, on the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay, 
with an extension to Cedar Keys, was one of the lines in- 
dicated in the Act, and to which said grant was applica- 
ble; and that the petitioner in this ease, the Peninsular 
Railroad Company, deriving its rights th rough the Flor- 
ida Railroad Company, is now engaged in constructing, 
under the provisions of the said Act of January 6th, 
1855, that fart of the line between Amelia Island and 
the waters of Tampa Bay which extends South from 
Waldo, the point at which the extension to Cedfcr Keys 
leaves the main line, to Tampa; and that some of the 
odd-numbered sections lying along tke said line which 
were so granted, and to which said Company is by said 
grant entitled, have been inadvertently sold by the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and the proceeds 
of such sale appropriated to the nse of the Trust; and 
that the Peninsular Railroad Company has consented to 
accept other lands within the six mile HmitB in snbstitu- 



tion of the lands so sold by the said Trustees; and that 
the said Feninaular Railroad Company and the said 
Trustees have found uikui investigation that the lands in 
<i(ld-riu mix-red sections specified in the schedule appended 
to the petition, marked (A) were so illegally sold by the 
Trustees, and have agreed that the lands specified in 
'schedule marked (B) also appended to said petition, 
should be substituted for the lands so improperly sold 
and be accepted by the said Company, in lieu thereof and 
ia full satisfaction therefor. 

Therefore, It is Ordered and Adjudged, That the said 
The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida lie authorized, and they are hereby au- 
thorized, to substitute to the said Peninsular Railroad 
Company the said lands described and specified in the 
Exhibit list marked (B) in the place and stead of the 
lands described and specified in the Exhibit list marked 
(A) and to execute such instrument as may be necessary 
to effectuate Uie order and authority herein contained. 
(Signed) THOMAS SETTLE, 

Judge. 

Jacksonville. February 20, 1S80. 

Whereupon, it was 

Ordered, That the lands heretofore reserved from sale 
at the request of the Peninsular Railroad Company in 
lieu of lands within six miles of their road in the odd 
numbered sections which had been sold by the Trustees 
be held reserved for the purpose of conveying the same to 
the said Company upon their compliance with the pro- 
visions and requirements of the Internal Improvement 
Law of January 6, 1855. 

The following hills were presented and approved: 

John MeDongnll, Stationery for Salesman's Office, 
f 16.70. 

Hugh A. Corley. Miscellaneous Office Expenses, $1.85. 

C. E. Dyke, Printing for Salesman's Office, $118.09". 

James G. Gibbes, Salary as Special Agent of the State 
in Swamp Land investigation, $176.60. 

Haley T. Blocker, Salary and expenses as Special 
Agent in Swamp Land investigation, $62.30. 

Barton D. Jones, Expenses, Swp. Land Investigation, 
170.00. 
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Charles F. Hopkins. Services and expense's as Special 
Agent in Swamp Land Investigation, f 107.50. 

The Commissioner of Lands and I inin ignition laid be- 
fore the Hoard a communication from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office at Washington reciting that 
the Wf of SEJ Section {>, Township 30. South, Range 25, 
East, which had been selected for the State of Florida in 
1857 under the 8th Section of the Act of Congress of 
Sept. 4, 1S4 1, was entered under the homestead act of 
Congress iu the U. S. Land Office 'n 1870, and that Mr. 
W. H. Pearce, who made said entry, had complied with 
the law and in 1876 made final proof; that said entry was 
erroneous as being in conflict with the State's claim, and 
that it now rests with the State authorities whether said 
entry shall be canceled, or the land relinquished and 
other lands selected in lieu thereof.. 

Ordered, That the Commissioner of lands and Immi- 
gration be instructed to withdraw the selection of the W£ 
of SE| Section 6, Township 30, South. Range 25, East, 
as Internal Improvement Land. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office notifying him 
that the approval of the KE^ of SE£ Section 5, & SEJ of 
NE£ Section 6. T. 17 S., R. 27, E., and SEJ of NEJ Sec- 
tion 20, T. 19 S., R. 28, E. embraced in Approved List 
No. 5, St. AuguBtine Land District, has been revoked, for 
the reason that said tracts do not appear to have been 
selected by the State as Swamp Lands, or reported to the 
General Land Office as sucb. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board the bonds of the following named Timber 
Agents : 

J. W. Campbell, William Miller and J. H. Lee; and 
said bonds were approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. P. DREW, 

President 

Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLEY, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 12, 1880. 
The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Terasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lauds & 
Immigration. 

The Secretary laid before the Hoard a letter from H. C. 
Whitney, Esq., on behalf of the Gainesville, Oca la and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company proposing to pur- 
chase 120.000 acres of the Swamp lands lying within ten 
miles of their surveyed route between Palatka and Gaines- 
ville at a price not exceeding '.10 cents per acr* 1 ; which 
letter was referred to the Commissioner of Lands & Immi- 
gration to ascertain the actual value of said lands. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from F. J, 
White, of Walton county, alleging that upon an arbitra- 
tion respecting trespass committed by his hands he has 
been compelled to pay more jhan the timber cut upon 
State lauds was worth, and asking that a portion of the 
money be refuuded; which request was refused. 

The following persons were appointed Special Agents 
for the prevention of trespass and the collection of 
etnmpage, viz: 

John Price. Jr.. for the county of Duval. 

W. D. Finlayson. for the county of Levy, in the place 
of H. P. Jackson, deceased. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 10. 1880. 
The Board met in the Comptroller 5 * Office. * 

Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The account of E. J. Berry. Timber Agent, for ex- 
lienses incurred in February, amounting to $51.50 was 
presented, approved and ordered paid. 



The P.i ;m-i) then adjourned. 

C. DREW, President pro tem. 
GEO. I", RAXKY. Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 20, 188(1. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. )>rew, Governor. 
Columbus Dtnr, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Rauey. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A petition was received from a number of citizens of 
St. Augustine requesting the Board to sell to the Jack- 
sonville, St. Augustine and Indian River Railroad Com- 
pany certain State lands along the line of said railroad 
in order to aid said Company in building their road. 

The Board also took up foi* consideration the request 
of the Gainesville, Oca la and Charlotte Harbor Railroad 
Company for l he purchase of 1:20 ,000 acres lie t ween Pa- 
latka and Gainesville, within ten miles of their line of 
road, at not more than thirty cents per acre. 

The Board decided 1o adhere to their decsion made on 
the 10th .January hist, um to sell laud* to a Railroad 
Company at less than the regular prices, such as would be 
required from auy other purchaser. 

The Commissioner of Lands & Immigration called the 
attention of the Board to a letter from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office addressed to Hon. H. Bisbee 
and published in the Jacksonville Sun and Press of the 
9th instant, stating that a large number of entries made 
in the V. S. Land Office of lands in the former Falatka 
Military Reserve were made upon lands belonging to the 
State under the Swamp Land grant of Congress, and *vill 
he canceled unless Congress should pass an act relieving 
the present condition of said entries 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Whcretr*. a large quantity of lands lying in the former 
Palatka Military Reserve was selected for the State of 
Florida under the Act of September 28, 1850, and con- 
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firmed to the State hy the Act of Congress of March 3, 
1857, but 1ms Mi yet been patented to the State: .4«rf 
Wker i m* , much of said laml has beeu entered at the Cni- 
Ted States Land Office, and information Lis been received 
that said entries will he canceled on accent of the da tin 
of the State to said hinds, unless Congress shall pass an 
act relieving the present .-nndition of paid entries: And 
W kKVM , au entry made in good faith in the United States 
Lnnd Office should entitle the jierson making the entry 
to the privilege of perfecting his claim before the lands 
are made subject to private entry ; Therefore. 

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trust re* of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. That should the lands in the former 
Palatka Military Reserve belonging to the State which 
have been entered at the T'nited States Land Office, be 
patented to the State, any person who has enlere d ;my of 
said lands at the United States Land Office, shall l>e au- 
thorized, at any lime within six months after 'he receipt 
of the patent and public advertisement thereof, to pur- 
chase said land from this Board, at the enrrent price, 
upon making proof of said entry: Provided, however, that 
this resolution shall not apply to any entry under the 
Homestead Act of Congress where the provisions of that 
Act have not been complied with and which embraces the 
residence or improvements of another person. 

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution be published in 
the Palatka Herald. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the details of con- 
st met ion of the Oainesville. Ocala and Charlotte Hnrbor 
Kaiirond projwised by the Company ns a modification of 
the details prescrilied hy the Internal Improvement Act; 
which were rend and laid ou the table. 

The account of S. I. Wailes was presented for compen- 
sation for procuring the confirmation and patenting 
of 2,81fl.fifi2.22 acres of Swamp lands, at two cents per 
acre, amounting to $T>6 ,39.1.24. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas. Pa tents Nos. 19 & 20 of former Tampa, now 
Gainesville, Laml District, embracing lands selected for 
the State since the war and not heretofore patented, 
amounting to 2,fll 9.662.22 acres, have been received, and 
were procured through S. T. Wailes, the Agent of the 
State at Washington. 
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ftcmtlrcd. That the Salesman be instructed to ullow Mr. 
Wnilcs to enter lands under his contract to the amount of 
$56,393.24, that amount being his commission* on mid 
patents at the rate of two cents for each acre patented, 
as per resolution of October 19, 1878. 

The account of Williams, Swann & Corley was pre- 
sented for romi>ensaHori for the selection of riftt>,!)35.l") 
acres of Swamp Lands embraced in Patent No. 10 of 
Tampa, now Gainesville. I,aml District, at Iwj cents per 
acre, amounting to f 10,739.90. 

Ordered. That the Salesman be instructed to allow 
Messrs. Williams. Swann & Corley to enter lands under 
(heir contract to the amount of #10.739.90, said land* to 
l>e taken from lands confirmed to the State since the 10th 
day of May. 1S7J1, the date of their contract 

A letter was received from Samuel A. Swann. on he- 
lm If of Williams & Swann. with resect to the balance of 
money due them for the selection of the lands embraced 
in Patent No. 20. their contract ls*ing for compensation 
at two cents jwr acre in currency. less twenty per cent., 
or in lands at one dollar per acre. Mr. Swann requested 
the payment in I". S. Currency, or if that cannot be 
made, that they lie allowed to take lands at the pCQMBt 
schedule prices, which have been reduced since iiie mak- 
ing of their contract. Tim Secretary was instructed to 
rejdy to Mr. Swann that the Itoard cannot now pay Hie 
balance due in T\ S. Currency, and that if WHHaoM «m! 
Swann take lauds in payment the Itoard can no. change 
the original contract fixing lite price at one dollar per 
acre. 

A letter was received froio Saui'ipl A. Swann returning 
deed No, J«IH of November 17, 1879, for 10.2O0.4S acres 
of land conveyed to Robert Proctor, and asking .hat the 
deed lie canceled and a new deed be made to Hubert *«• 
Cook aud David O. Proctor for the same land, they being 
the ] milieu in whose behalf the entry was made. The 
Secretary was instructed to correspond with Mr. Swann 
and with M. A. Williams. Kso.. to ascertain whether (In- 
deed to Holier t Prodor was ever delivered. 

The bond of John Price, Jr.. Special Agent in Daval 
county for the collection of stumpnge, was presented, ap- 
proved and ordered on file. 



The Governor laid before she Board a letter from Hon- 
fl, T. Lykes, of Hernando county, asking tbe removal <>f 
(,'. T. Jenkins as special agent in that county for the col- 
lection of stuinpnge, together with several affidavits go- 
ing to show that Mr. Jenkins was engaged in the timber 
business and that he bad encouraged other perscns in 
trespassing upon United States lauds. Several letters 
from Mr. Jenkins were received denying the different 
charges brought against him. The Salesman was in- 
structed to write to Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent for 
the State, requesting him to go to Hernando county and 
investigate all the circumstances in connection with the 
complaint against Mr. Jenkins, and report the same to 
the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. BREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 27, 1S80. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

George P. Raney. Attorney Genera'. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The bond of W. I). Finlayson. Special Agent in Levy 
county for the collection of stnmpage, was preset; led, ajv 
proved and ordered placed on file. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: <JKO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Recretar.'; 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 1. l*Su, 
The Board met in the Office of Comniissioiier of Lands 
and Immigration. 
Present : Walter Gwynn, Treasuter. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands *• 
Immigration. 
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The account of ITalev T. Worker for $100 foe nervi'-etf 
in March as State Agent in the investigation of Swamp 
Lands, wan presented, approved and ordered paid. 

The account of .lauio \\, Baker for professional ser- 
vices in the L\ S. Circuit Court in the cane of Francm 
Yose ft a\. vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund et a I., and the account of Charles W. Jones for 
arguing before the Supreme Court of the United States 
the motion for the advancement on ihe docket of the Kail- 
road eases, were presented. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer pa; $250 on account to 
dames M. Baker, and the same amount to Charles W. 
JoneH. for professional servicw. 

Application was received from Samuel B. Thompson 
for the cancellation of the entry of the E§ of BE J of Sec- 
tion '211. Township 7, South. Range ID. East, l>eing part 
of entry No. 2390 maile April 13, 1858. for the 'casnn that 
said tract has uever bwn confirmed to the State of Flor- 
ida, bill has Iteen conveyed to the Florida Railroad Com- 
pany under the net :•? Congress of Hay 17, 1S50. and the 
said application being accompanied with a deed reenmey- 
i rug na id lands to the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund: it was Ordered, that the entry of said tract 
he canceled, and that the Treasurer refund tn tlie said 
Samuel B. Thompson one hundred and nine 40-100 dollars, 
the amount paid by him for said land. 

The account of William P. Penh a in for $6.07 for ex- 
penses of the Salesman's office was presented & ap- 
proved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretarr. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April t>. 1880. 

The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F, Drew, Governor. 

Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner -if l-ainln k 
Immigration. 



The following accounts were presented and approved*. 

tieorge P. Itaney, for services in the Supreme Quart «f 
Florida obtaining reversal of judgment in the csise of 
Bestow, Sheriff, vs. Martinis & Co., involving ?.!>S saw 
logs ; sind for traveling expenses to Jacksonville attend- 
ing t". S. Court, ifnd for telegrams, $45,08. 

M. A. Williams, commissions on sales during the month 
of March, 1405.36. 

The Foard then adjourned. 
Attest : GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 1J>, 1S80. 

The Board met in the Comptroller's Office. 

Present : Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Gteorge P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Land* & 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board a commu- 
nication from J. B. Wall, Esq., Attorney for the Tampa, 
Peace Creek and St. Johns River Railway Company, re- 
questing that the Trustees agree to reserve from sale the 
alternate sections within sis miles of their road when a 
survey of their route is filed. The Attorney General pre- 
pared a letter in answer to said communication, explain- 
ing why the reservation asked for cannot be made by the 
Trustees; which letter was read and approved by the 
Board, 

The Attorney General laid Iwfore the Board a letter 
from C. D. Willard, Esq., of Washington, D. C. giving a 
statement respecting the present conditions of Railroad 
suits in the Supreme Court of the United State?, and 
calling attention to the fact that a writ of error sued oat 
by I>. P. Holland had not been prosecuted. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Revolved, That the Attorney General be instructed to 
take such action as may be necessary to secure the dis- 
missal in the Supreme Court of the United States of the 
writ of error sued out by D. P. Holland to the Supreme 
Court of the State of Florida in the case of D. P. Hoi- 
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land, appellast, vs. The State of Florida and others, si|>. 
pel lees. 

The Secretary laid before the noard a letter from Henry 
C, Whitney, Esq., Attorney of the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, asking that ihe 
Board reconsider their former action refusing to with- 
draw the alternate sections along their entire line of road 
from market nntil the question is presented to ihe U. H. 
Court, and also in not adopting the details of conatnn 
tion presented by said Company. Which letter was read 
aad consideration thereof postponed. 

The bill of the "Eastern Herald" Palatka, for adver- 
tistng, amounting to $17.50, was approved — 

The bill of C. A. Bryan, Clerk, for affidavits of Wit- 
nesses iii Swamp Land investigation, and approving 
bonds, f 1G.75 was approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : C. 1>HEW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Jacksonville, Florida, April 21, 1880. 
The Board met at the Duval HouBe. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbiis Drew, Comptroller. 
Waller Gwynn. Treasurer. 
Geot-^f P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Samuel A. Swann. Esq., appeared before the Board and 
a conference was held with repnrd to undertaking a sale 
of three millions of acres of land at thirty cents oer acre 
with certain modifications of the terms upon which the 
State lands are usually sold ; and after considerable dis- 
cussion the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Be it Re*olrrd hi/ the Board of Truster* of the Interna? 
Improvement Fund of the fltate of Florida. That Samuel 
A. Swann. Esq.. the Sitecial Agent of this Board, l»e au- 
thorized to negotiate the sale of three millions nf acres i>f 
land, to lie taken in liodies of not less than 25.000 acres, 
at thirty cents per acre, on the following terms, to wit: 
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Twenty per centum of the purchase money to l>e paid 
on or before the first day of July next; upon which, pay- 
ment, the purchaser shall be allowed until tbo first day 
of January next to select the lands. 

Thirty per centum of the purchase money to be paid oh 
or before the first day of January, 1881 ; and, upon such 
payment, the purchaser shall be entitled to a deed of con- 
veyance of one million acres of land. 

The remaining fifty per centum of the purchase money 
to be paid on or before the first day of January, 1882; 
upon which payment the purchaser shall be entitled to a 
deed of conveyance for the remaining two mtlliouB of 
acres selected by him. 

In case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or 
before the first day of July next, and a failure to pay the 
thirty per centum on or before the first day of January, 
ihe purchaser shall not be entitled to a return of the 
twenty per centum paid in, hut shall take from the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund a conveyance of 
such quantity of land, to be selected by him, as can be 
purchased with the money paid in at regular prices, fn 
case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or be- 
fore the first of July, and the thirty per centum on or be- 
fore the first day of January next, and the conveyance of 
one million of acres, and a failure to pay the remaining 
fifty per centum on or hefore the first day of January, 
1882, then the Trustees shall be relieved from any obli- 
gation for the conveyance of the remaining two millions 
acres, except upon the payment of the regular prices 
therefor, and the fifty per centum already paid -n nhall 
he retained by the Trustees as the price of the ime million 
acres conveyed. 

S. I. Wailes, Esq., Agent of the State at Washington 
for the adjustment of land claims, appeared ■ before the 
Board, and a conference was had with respect to the pay- 
ment to him in lands for securing patents to the State; 
and also with regard to the manner of conducting the 
Swamp Land Investigation now in progress for the pur- 
pose of obtaining indemnity for Swamp Lands sold by 
the United States. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. P. DBEW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 28, 1S80. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Brew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Kaney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Governor laid before the Board a series of resolu- 
tions adopted by the citizens of Gainesville on the 19th 
instant, expressing sympathy with and confidence in the 
Gainesville, Oeala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Com- 
pany, and pressing upon the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fnnd to use all their power in aid of the im- 
mediate construction of said railroad. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board similar 
resolutions adopted by the citizens of Palatka. 

The Attorney General having prepared a bond for the 
signature of the Trustees upon an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States from certain orders made in 
the United States Circuit Court at Jacksonville in the 
case of Francis Vose et al. vs. The Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund et al., said orders being for the 
allowance to said Francis Vose of certain fees, costs, and 
expenses of litigation paid by him, the said bond was exe- 
cuted bv the said Trustees. 

Wm. Miller. Special Timber Agent at Choctawhatchie 
Bay, having returned his statements of moneys collected 
for etnmpage from September, 1879, to February, 1880, 
inclusive, and it being impossible to ascertain upon what 
particular class of State lands the timber had been ent, 
the moneys were apportioned between the School and In- 
ternal Improvement Funds as follows: One-tenth to the 
School Fnnd, and nine-tenths to the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund. 

An application was received from William 0. Ames to 
have refunded to him the purchase money paid by him 
November !«, 1868, for the W| of NWi & NEJ of BWJ 
Section <>, Township 20, South, Range 2t. East, amount- 
ing to $(»2.92 and 3(1 cents for revenue stamp, as appears 
by the certificate of Frank W. Webster, then Surveyor 
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General, the said lands having been subsequently sold by, 
the Trustees and conveyed by deed to another j>erson. 

Ordered, That said Surveyor General's certificate be 
canceled, and that the purchase money paid for said 
land by the said William O. Ames be refunded to him. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the official bond 
of Cyprian T. Jenkins, Special Timber Agent for Her- 
nando County, for $500; which was approved and plaeed 
on file. 

The following Special Agents were appointed for the 
collection of stumpage : 

For Columbia County— James W. Perry. 

For Suwannee County — John E. Sessions. 

For Ilamilton County — James M. Duncan. 

For Nassau County— Peter Cone, 

For Putnam County — L. G. Sibley. 

On motion it was 

Ordered, That the Salesman be authorized to have the 
township plats in his office mounted on cloth. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Ordered, That the Salesman be authorized to have the 
for sale, at such times and places as the Commissioner of 
hands and Immigration may appoint, the swamp lauds 
recently patented to the State in the counties of Polk, 
Manatee, Monroe, Brevard and Bade, and also the In- 
ternal Improvement lands in Township 26, South, Range 
36, East, and Township 37, South. Range 41, East, which 
have not heretofore been brought into market — and that 
two month's notice of such offering be given in one news- 
paper published at Tampa, one in Key West, one in Or- 
ange county and one in Jacksonville. 

Resolved, further, That any person who has filed his 
pre-emption claim on any of said lands, under the resolu- 
tion of this Board adopted February 1, 1877, shall be al- 
lowed to enter the land claimed by him on the day of of- 
fering, or within three months thereafter, upon filing 
with the salesman his affidavit that he settled upon and 
cultivated the land claimed by him, and continued the 
cultivation and improvement of the land up to this date, 
and also the affidavits of two or more witnesses as to the 
fact of settlement and cultivation and the character of 
the improvements. 



364 

Revolved. further, That any person who has settled 
upon an v of said lauds and has not filed hie pre-emption 
claim, but who shall, on or before the day of offering, file 
with the siili-siuan hie affidavit, and the affidavit of two 
witnesses, that he has made such settlement, Bhall be al- 
lowed to enter the land embracing his settlement and im- 
provements in preference to all other persons, and shall 
lie allowed three months from the day of offering to pay 
for the lands. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered. That the Treasurer pay to C. W. Jones, Two 
hundred and fifty dollars in full for the balance due him 
for professional services in arguing before the Supreme 
Court of the United States the motion for the advance- 
ment on the docket of the railroad cases. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

George P. Raney, Expenses of trip to Jacksonville in 
the Railroad and Vose cases, $9.25. 

Hugh A. Corley, Traveling Expenses trip to Jackson- 
ville and miscellaneous office expenses, $12.70. 

Columbus Drew, 2 trips to Jacksonville on official busi- 
ness for Trustees, $10.00. 

Walter Gwynn, Expenses trip to Jacksonville and ex- 
press charges paid for stampage money, $9.90. 

Postage account Salesman's Office, $26.10. 

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales of laud from the 
1st to 27th instant, $791.00. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to James M. Baker, 
Esq., two hundred and fifty dollars on account of profes- 
sional services in the U. S. Circuit Court in the cose of 
Vose vs. The Trustees I. I. Fund. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 

i 






Tallahassee, Florida, May 5, 1880. 
The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. 
Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Land & 
Immigration. 
The following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas, under the resolutions adopted by the Board 
on the 9th day of March last, a motion was made by the 
Attorney General in the United States Circuit Court at 
Jacksonville, for a modification of the orders in the case 
of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund in so far as the same may interfere with the 
withdrawal from sale of the alternate sections of land 
granted to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor 
Railroad Company under Chapter 3167 of the laws of 
Florida: And Whereas, the Hon. Thomas Settle, Judge 
of said Court, has set said motion down for hearing on 
the first Monday in June proximo, and has directed that 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund do with- 
draw said lands from market until said motion ia argued 
and decided by the Court; Therefore, 

Be it Resolved, That the Swamp lands lying within 
six miles of the survey of the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad, embraced in the odd-num- 
bered sections, be reserved from sale until the further 
order of this Board under the direction of the Court. 

Be it further Resolved, That the Salesman and the 
Agent for the Bale of lands be instructed, in case of ap- 
plications for the purchase of any of said landB, to notify 
the applicants of their withdrawal from eale, and that, 
should said lands be restored to market, the persona so 
applying will have the preferred right of purchasing the 
lands applied for at any time within sixty days after 
they are restored -to market. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board the official Bond of James W. Perry, 
Special Timber Agent for Columhia County, for $500, 
which was approved and ordered filed, 

25 I, I. 



f 386 

The Board then adjourned. 



Attest : 

HUGH A, CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



President pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 8. 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George I*. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

An application was received from J. M. Murrhee for 
a change of entry No. 8722, made January 9, 1879, from 
the SE{ of NEj'of Section 23 and XWf of NWJ of Sec- 
tion 24, Township 7. South, Range 20. East, to the E| of 
NW$ of Section 13 in the same Township, and the appli- 
cation being accompanied with the affidavit required by 
the regulations of the Board, and the deed made by the 
Trustees having been surrendered and a deed made by 
said M'mrrhoe re-conveying to the Trustees the lands orig- 
inally entered, it was 

Ordered, That the change of entry be allowed. 

On motion, it was Ordered. That three hundred 
dollars be paid to George P. Raney for professional 
services as Attorney and Solicitor of the Trustees 
in the suit of Francis Vose vs. Trustees I. I. 
Fund. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

George P. Raney, for traveling expenses to Jackson- 
ville to attend the'u. S. Circuit Court, $9.50. 

Hugh A. Corley, for traveling expenses to Jacksonville 
on business of the Board, $9.50. * 

Hugh A. Corley, for extra clerk hire during the months 
of March and April. $20.00. 
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The Hoard then adjourned. 



Attest : 

HUOI1 A. CORLKY, 
Secretary. 



GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

May 19th, 1880. 

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwytin, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raiiey. Atty. tienl. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of an appli- 
cation on behalf of the Gainesville, Oca la and Charlotte 
Harbor Railroad Company for Rome action by the Trus- 
tees toward the consummation of an arrangement be- 
tween the Trustees and said Company and the creditors 
of the Internal Improvement Fund for the release of the 
flmls from the indebtedness against the Fund, so as to 
enable the said Company to obtain the benefit of the 
grant of lands made in the 5th section of "an act to grant 
certain lands to the Gainesville, Oca la and Charlotte Har- 
bor Railroad Company," approved March 4tb, 1879. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Be it Resolved, By the Board of Trttstees of tlie In- 
ternal Improvement Fund of the Stoic of Florida, That 
the Board will agree to any Bale to the Gainesville, 
Ocala and Charlotte Harlwr Railroad Company of the 
lands mentioned in the fifth section of the act approved 
March 4th, 1879, entitled, "An Act to Grant Certain 
Lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Hiirbor 
Railroad Company" that may he agreed upon between the 
said Company and the creditors of the Fund, or which 
may be fixed by an order to be made by the U. S-. Circuit 
Court in the ease of Francis Vose vs. Trustees Internal 
Improvement Fund. . 

Provided, however. That the price of such lands shall 
not be under ten cents per acre and Provided further, 
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That no lands shall vest in Baid Company before they 
shall be paid for nor shall any part of said lands be re- 
served from sale for a longer period than sixty days, nor 
shall more lands be reserved at any one time from sale 
before payment therefor than one hundred thousand 
acres; And provided further, That no lands shall be re- 
served from sale except as sections of ten consecutive 
mileB of railroad are graded and furnished with cross ties 
as provided in Baid act. 

And provided further, That for every forty miles of 
road so graded and furnished with cross ties, ten miles 
shall be fully completed, ironed and equipped, and in 
actual operation. 

Be it further resolved, that this resolution is not to be 
taken as a precedent as to any other company in so far 
as the minimum price is concerned. 

It is further understood, that any order to be made by 
the United States Court fixing the price of lands as above 
provided shall be made at Jacksonville in this State at 
the Court to be held in June A. D. 1880. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. • 

Attest: 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Florida, 
May 24th, 1880. 11 o'clock A. M. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Hon. Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Hon. Cpo. P. Raney. Attornev General. 
Hon. Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
The following Resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Be it Resolved, That there be added to the Resolntion 
passed by the Board at its meeting on the lflth inst. in the 
matter of the Gainesville, Ocala. and Charlotte Harbor 
Railroad Company,. at the foot thereof, the following to 
Wit: 

"And it is fnrther understood and provided that no or- 
der made by the court fixing the price of lands either at 
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or above ten cents per acre shall be binding upon (he 
Board, if they shall file in said Court, or with the Clerk 
thereof within ten days after the date of such order, a 
copy of any resolution the Board may pass, dissenting 
from such order." 

The Board then adjourned. 
AtteBt : GEO. F. DREW, President. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Fla,, May 31sl. 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Geo, P. Drew; Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 
The Atty. Genl. was apptd. Secy, pro tem. 
The following accounts were approved and ordered 
paid: 

Account of Philip Walter. Clerk IT. 8. Circuit Court for 
taxffig costs in lhe case of Schutte vs. J. P. & M. R. R. Co. 
et als. one dollar (?1.) 

Geo. P. Raney for amount paid for telegram to Gaines- 
ville, Ocala & C. H. R. R. Co. at Gainesville notifying it 
of May 24th, 1880, one 38-100 dollars ($138-100. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO F. I9REW. President. 
GEO. P. RANEY, Atty. Genl. Sec. pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Florida. June 21. 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

Walter Cwynn. Treasurer. 

ITnjrh A. forley. Com miss inner of Lands & 

Immigration. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a communication from Hip General Laud 
Office at Washington stating that Lot No. 1, Section 5, 
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T. G4 B, H. '•'>' E-, selected for the State as Swamp and 
Overflowed Lund, is also embraced In the homestead en- 
try uf (Villus I'inder made November 17. 1874; fluit the 
evidence hi the General Kami Office is not sutficien*: to 
determine the character of the tract ; and inquiring 
whether the State desires an investigation, in which ease 
an investigation will l>e ordered. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was in- 
structed to notify the Commissioner of the General T.and 
Office that in this case tlie Stale will not ask for tin inves- 
tigation respecting tlie character of the land. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be 
fore the Hoard a communication from Painnel A. Swann, 
, Esq.. enclosing a proposition from James Hastings, of 
England, for the purchase of three millions acres of land, 
and the draft of an agreement to he executed by the 
Trnstees for tlie purpose of carrying out the purchase and 
sale. Said papers were placed on file. Inasmuch *s the 
proposition made claims six mouths in which to investi- 
gate and ascertain the right of the Trustees to sell the 
land, before milking the first payment, which would enrrj 
the execution of the pi'climinnry work beyond tlie term 
of office of the present Trustees, the Board instructed the 
Secretary to notify Mr. Swann that the present Roard 
are unwilling to bind their successor* foi* the carrying not 
of so important a contract ; and furthermore that the pro- 
posed purchasers should first satisfy themselves with re- 
spect to the title and powers of the Trustees liefoif sub- 
mitting a prnpositinrj to purchase. 

The account of E. 3. Kerry, Timher A cent, fer May, 
1880. amounting to f85,fifl. was presented & approve.!. 

The Roard then adjourned. 
Attest: CEO. F. T>REW. Tiesident. 

HITCH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. June 2H. 1880. 
The Ronrd met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Ceorge F. Orew, Oovernor. 
Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Cwynn, Teen surer. 
C«orie T'. Raucy. Atty. Oeneral. 
Hngh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
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The Attorney General laid before the Board au order 
made in the United States Cin-uit Court in Jacksonville 
in the words following to wit: 

United States Circnit Court 
5th Ciiruit. Xorthn Dist of Fla 
In Equit.v. 
Francis Yose 
t vs. 

Trustees Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida et ale. 

It is ordered in this cause that all orders heretofore 
made herein so far as the name in any niauner conflict 
with the right of the Boa I'd of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund to withdraw from sale the alternate 
sections of land granted by the Legislature of Florida by 
the Act of 1879 to the Gainesville Ocala and Charlotte 
Harbor R. R. Company are vacated and said Board are 
authorized to withdraw the same on such terms as may 
be reasonable and just and in accordance with, «aid act; 
And it is further ordered that the said Board are author- 
ized to make any sale to said RaiW Road Company of the 
lands granted or proposed to lie granted to said company 
by the fifth section of said Act at not less than thirty 
cents per acre and on such terms as to the construction 
nf the road as may seein reasonable anli proper and in 
accordance with the said act. Provided however that 
sale may be made as low as twenty cents per acre upon 
said Company executing bond with securities for the 
prompt and proper construction of the entire read to be 
approved hy said Board. Pone and ordered in "pen 
Court June 16th. 1880. 

THOMAS KETTLE. 
Judge. 

Ordered by the Board that the Resolutions adopted on 
the 5th of May last reserving from sale the odd numbered 
sections within six miles of the surveyed route of the 
Gainesville. Ocala & Charlotte Harbor R<ijlroad be con- 
tinued until the further order of this Board. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from Henry C. Whitney. Esa.. Solicitor of the Gaines- 
ville, Ocala and Charlotte narbor Comoany,'" submitting 
details of construction of said road which was laid upon 
the table. 



Williams & Swann preseuted their acct for the l-alanec 
due to them under their contract of March 1871? for the 
selection of Swamp lands amounting to Nine Thousand 
Four Hundred and Three Dollars and Eight cents which 
was approved by the Board and the Salesman was in- 
structed to allow the said Williams & Swann to select 
and enter lauds in payment of said account on the fallow- 
ing terms to wit: Swamp 1 anils at one dollar per f.cre J 
and Internal Improvement lands proper at their apprais- 
ed valuation that is to say at not less than one dollar and 
twenty five cents per acre. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from John 
C. Chambers President of the Midland Railway, Drain- 
age and Canal Company, asking whether or not they can 
purchase lands at sixty cents per acre in bodies of twen- 
ty thousand acres. The secretary was instructed to in- 
form Mr. Chambers that he or his - company can purchase 
Swam]) Lands from the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund at sixty cents ]>er acre provided they 
will take the lands in compact bodies- of five thousand 
acres. 

The Salesman laid before the Board certain papers 
filed by Isaac E. Barwick protesting against Hie issuing 
of a deed to .1, Wr Hagan for the South East quarter of 
the North East quarter See. 30, T. 20 South Range. L*3, 
East, upon entry made by him on the 4th of lasr March 
(Entry Xo. 9153* he the said Barwick alleging thnt his 
application for the land accompanied with the tender of 
the purchase money was prior to that made by Mr. Hagan 
the papers were referred to the Attorney General. 

Upon the motion of the Commissioner of Lands tt Immi- 
gration a district of territory to l>e assigned to the speetel 
timber a pent ftf Van a tee was determined to he fixed by 
the following limits to wit: to embrace all of Township 
thirty two in Hillsborough County and all west of Range 
twenty- three in Manatee rminty. 

Ordered, that the Salesman notify D. Isaac Craft of 
tile change made by the Board. 

A letter was received from H. F. Hammnn asking the 
extension of time upon a contract heretofore made by 
him with the Board of Trustees for the reclamation of 
certain swamp and overflowed hinds. 



Ordered, That the Secretary «f this Board inform Mr. 
Hammon that their official tt'i-in will expire un the llrst 
of January next nod that ihey ai-e unwilling to extend a 
contract which would bind their successors to carry out 
a project which possibly their successors might not ap- 
prove. * 

On Motion, Mr. G wy nn was requested to write to th* 
President of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimniee 1'iv 
er Rail road & Transportation Company, to enquire what 
progress they are making in their work. 

The Secretary was instructed to correspond with Mr. 
Isaac Coryell respecting the wagons & teams purchased 
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement fund to be 
need in the swamp land indemnity investigation. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

Tampa Tribune for Advertising Swamp & I. I. Lands 
Brought into market. $25.00. 

Florida Agriculturist. Do., 950.00. 

C A. Brran, Jr., Binding Vol. 6 Copp Land Owner. 
|1.50. 

Hugh A. Corley, Exjienses of trip to Jacksonville at- 
tending If. ft. Court nnd Miscellaneous Office expenses, 
f22.90. 

George P. Raney. ex [senses of trip to Jacksonville '»t- 
tending the V. 8. Court. $.«.00. 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on sales in May. $372.36, 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. P. DREW, President, 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



• . Tallahassee. July 1st. 18S0. 

The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. 
Present : Coin ml his Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Oeorce P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner L. ft I. 
An account was presented in behalf of H. T. Blocker 
f«r One Hundred and Twenty two 30-100 Dollars for ser- 
vices rendered as Special Agent in the investjfftthM of 
Swamp lands dnrinjr the month of May last, and Contin- 
gent expenses of said Investigation. 
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It was Ordered that the Treasurer pay to II r. Blocker 
fifty dollars on account of his services as aforesaid and 
notify Mr. S. I. Wailes of said payment. 

The Board then adjourned, 

C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. July H, 1880. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: George F. Drew. Governor. 
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner Lands k 
Immr. 

A letter was received from Mr. D. L. Yulee. President 
of the Feninsular Railway Company, stating the progress 
of the road with n reasonable hope that the same will be 
completed to Oca la by the fii-st of December next, and 
inquiring as to the appointment of an engineer to exam- 
ine the work of construction ; and also suggesting that 
as the work is still progressing, it may be the ^iah of the 
Trustees to defer the inspection until another section is 
completed, which, is desired, will be satisfactory to the 
Company. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Mr. Yulee 
that the Board expect to designate Mr. H. 8. DnVal, 
State, Engineer, to insj>ect the work of construction, and 
that the Board do prefer to defer the inspection until an- 
other section is completed. 

The account of Charles E. Dyke for printing for the 
Salesman's Office, and for advertising, amounting to 
$110.50 was presented and approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, July 7, 1SS0. 
The Board met in the Comptrollers Office. 
present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 

George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands '& 
Immigration. 

The Bond of Peter S. Harllee as Special Timber Agent 
was presented and approved. 

On motion, the order heretofore made placing Town- 
ship 32, South, in the district assigned to Mr. Harllee was 
rescinded, and the district ftsed on that part of Manatee 
County lying West of Range 23. 

The following bills were presented and approved: 

C. A. Bryan, binding Becord of Deeds, $5.00. 
M, A. Williams, Coins, on sales in June, $602.14. 
Key of the Gulf, publishing advertisement of Swamp 
it nd I. I. Lands brought into market. $30.00. 

On motion, Thomas Osteen was appointed Sperm'. Tim- 
ber Agent for Taylor County. 

The following order which was made on the 20th June 
and which was omitted in the record of the minutes was 
ordered to be inserted here : 

If appearing that there is a balance due to Wil ; iams 
find Swann for the selection of Swamp Lands under 
tbfir contract with the Trustees of March 4. lS7t, 
amounting to $0.403.0S, payable in cash with 2n per cent 
discount, or in lands at one dollar |»er acre. It U Ordered, 
tlint (he Salesman permit Williams and Swann to enter 
lands in satisfaction of the above stated balance at the 
following prices, to wit : Swamp Lands at one lollar " 
pw acre, and Internal Improvement Lands at their ap- 
praised value. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: COLUMBUS DBRW. President pro tern. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 8, 1880. 

The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration. 

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasarer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 4 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board a commu- 
nication from J. B. Wall, Esq., Attorney for the Tampa, 
Peace Creek and St. Johns Railroad Company, requesting 
a guarantee from Hie Trustees that titles will be made to 
the Company upon the construction of the road in compli- 
ance with the terms of the act granting lands to said 
Company, in other words, that they be assured that the 
failure to file their plat or survey of route within the 
year will not interfere with their obtaining titles upon 
the building of the road. And asking further, if the con- 
struction of the road is actually commenced in good 
faith, will the Trustees consent not to resist an injunc- 
tion against them to restrain them from selling to other 
parties until the meeting of the Legislature, when an ex- 
tension of time will be made. 

Mr. Raney prepared a letter in reply to said commn- 
nii-ation which was read and unanimously approved by 
the Board ; and it was ordered that said letter expressing 
the opinion of the Board and also the letter of Mr. Raney 
upon the same subject dated April 19, 1880, be spread 
upon the minutes. 

These letters are as follows, to wit: 

Attorney General's Office, 
Tallahassee, Florida, April 19. 1880. 
Hon. J. B. Wall, 

Atty. Tampa, P. C. & St. Johns R. R. Co., 
Tampa, Fla. 
Dear Sir: 

Your favor of the 12th inst. reached me Saturday morn- 
ing. 

Bee. 4 of the "Act to grant certain lands to the Tampa, 
Peace Creek and St. Johns River Railrnp.d Company" 
approved March 4, 1879, provided that "upon the filing 
with the Board of Trustees by said Company of the sin*- 
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vey of the route which may be selected by said Company, 
or any twenty miles thereof, the Trustees shall withdraw, 
at the election of said Company or its Presidenr, the odd 
or even numbered sections within such limits along or op- 
posite the route or section thereof of twenty miles so sur- 
veyed, from sale : Provided, however, That the same shall 
be restored to sale by the Board if the survey of the en- 
tire route is not filed within twelve months from the pas- 
sage of this Act." 

In your letter you state that the route of (he road was 
surveyed and located for thirty three miles and the sur- 
vey filed hist year, and that*since then negotiations have 
been pending between the original incorporators and a 
northern Company for the transfer to the latter of the 
charter and franchises; that the fact that thh matter had 
not been settled and that the original Company was 
wholly unable to build the road was the only reason why 
the survey was not completed within the year. You also 
aay that the transfer has been made, and the present 
Company are making arrangements for the early con- 
struction of the road, and are desirous of having the lands 
withdrawn from market. You ask us to inform you if 
the Trustees will place a liberal construction on the Act, 
and withdraw these lands from market if the survey is at 
once completed. 

The Board of Trustees will always he glad to do every 
thing they legally can to encourrge the development of 
the conn try, and particularly by the construction of rail- 
roads in the parts of the State having none and neediig 
them as in this case. I find however after a careful ex- 
amination of the authorities bearing on the question that 
the fourth day of March A. P. 1S80 was the fe*t flay in 
which the survey could have been filed and have secured a 
withdrawal, and that the view which includes this day 
(instead of excluding it) is based upon the liberality of 
the Courts in protecting against forfei lures. For n* to 
go any further would be a plain violation of the Statute 
for which we could find no support. This is not the first 
time this question has been before the Board. Under the 
Language of the Statute I can see no room for construc- 
tion after the fourth day of March A. D. 1SS0 had pa"se4, 
there being no saving clause in the Act as to the Com- 
pany's inability to build the road. 

Altho it is immaterial to the question now it is proba- 
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bly better that I should #tute, that in the letter of Feb- 
ruary 18th. 1S79, transmitting the map of the thirty 
three miles to which you refer the President of the T. P. 
C. & St. J. K. K. Co.' ( Mr. John T. Lesley) after asking 
that the lands along and adjacent to the line marked on 
such map be withdrawn says "I do not submit this map 
to be filed but as a guide to having the lands withdrawn 
along the route as far as surveyed. The remaining i>or 
tion of the route will be completed as fast as possible 
when the whole route will be submitted and filed ns ihe 
law directs." 

The "Gainesville. Oca la and Charlotte Harbor Railtmd 
Company" filed a survey of its entire route within the 
time prescribed by the Statute, and after consult in,.* with 
Mr. Whitney their attorney ihe lauds along the route from 
Gainesville to Palatka were withdrawn — but not am 
other lands, if being deemed ad isable by both h?ni jnd 
the Hoard to defer *nny further action in the premises 
till the present month, when it is proposed to raise r-ertnin 
questions in the T". R. Hourts for adjudication. 

We do not see that we can extend the time prescribed 
by the legislature for filing the survey and securing tlio 
withdrawal of the alternate sections from sale. 
This has been read to and approved by the Hoard. 
I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully your 
Obt. Stent, 

GEO. P. RASfEY. 
Attornev General's Office. 
Tallahassee. Florida, Julv & 1*80. 
Hon. J. B. Wall. 

Atty. Tam|«i Peace Creek & Ht. Johns K. Railway 
Co., Tampa, Fla. 
Pear Sir : 

I have the honor to acknowledge your communication 
24fh alio. In my last to you on the subject of the with- 
drawal from sale of the alternate sections of land granted 
the above named comprny by chapter 31 GS Laws of Flor- 
ida is a full statement of the views of the Board «*# Trus- 
tees upon Uieir power to make the withdrawal, these iie>,vs 
have nndergone no change. The failure of the Company 
to file the survey readers it impossilde for us to make <he 
withdrawal. Had any withdrawal been made upon the 
basis of the survey of a small portion of the rout'.? sent br 
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your 1'resideut (with instructions nut to file It) the 
statute would have still imposed ihe duty of if storing 
tht'in tu sale on I ho Failure to Hit- the W>«vey for the enrire 
rortte irithht lirrirc months* from tfir pftKxaffr of thr tet. 
The lands which, had you filed the survey weald have 
come under the withdrawal provisions, now in default of 
Bueh filing stand under the law open for sale lo the first 
person offering to huy and tendering the price. 

Should you file a survey now and proceed to construct 
the road as eonteinplaled hv the Act. we think that yon 
would be entitled to such alternate sections wiihin the 
six mile limit of each section of ten miles as had not been 
sold previous tu tine completion of the {trading :H>il laying 
of the crossties. Provided however that for every forty 
mi lee so grnded and cross-tied. Ten Miles shall be comple- 
ted, ironed and equipped. W* cannot give any guaran- 
tee against purchasers intervening prior to such ronstruc 
tiun. nor any individual guarantee against the interposi- 
tion of creditors of the fund in opjiosition to the above 
views. 

Should any suit be brought in any court other ihan the 
U. 8. Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florida 
to enjoin us from selling the alternate sections we would 
feel it our duty to plead that the F. S. Court has the in-* 
riediction of the questions involving the fund by virtue 
of its receivership and orders in the Yose case under 
which we are now acting and we should further feel it our 
duty to lay before any court the facts as to the survey not 
being filed. 

Should any court in the face of this showing enjoin the 
sale which we do not believe any conrt would do. we 
should feel bound to appeal from flip decision unless the 
creditors of the fund were satisfied that the rwrvrttton 
should be made: we should also feel it to be our duty 
anyhow to have the question settled as to whether or not 
while the Vose suit is pending any other Court can admin- 
ister the fund. 

I have the Honor to tie 

Yours very Bespy,. 

GEO. P. KAXEY. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Atrest: C. DREW, President pro tern. 

HUGH A. COKLEY, Secretary, 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 17th, 1880. 
"The Board met in the Treasurers Office. 
Present : Columbus Brew, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board the follow- 
ing order of the United States Circuit Court for the 
Southern District of New York, to wit: 

Tn the Circuit Court of the United ^ratea. 

For the Southern District of New York. 

In Equity. , 

David L. Yulee 

Francis Vose. 

On Motion 

for Injunction. 
(Two Motions) 
Present: 

Hon. Samuel Blatchford 

Circuit Judge. 
New York, July 13th 1880. 

In this cause two motions coming on to be heard, to en- 
• join the defendant from proceeding with his action at law 
in this court against the Complainant as an endorser of 
twenty-seven certain promissory notes made by the Flori- 
da Railroad Company to Vose, Livingston & Company, for 
five thousand dollars each, described in the Bill if Com- 
plaint herein ; and from selling or disposing of one hin- 
dred and ninety five bonds and coupons of said Florida 
Railroad Company, known as Internal Tmnrovsment Fund 
Bonds and Coupons described in said Bill of Complaint, 
and deposited as collateral security with said Notes,— 
pending the bearing and determination of this -anse. 

And the Court having heard Edward N. Dickerson, 
Esq.. on behalf of the complainant and Edwin W. 
Storphton. Esqr., and J. C. B. Drew, Esq. on behalf of 
the defendant. 

Tt is now Ordered, 

That the said Francis Vose be and he hereby is, en- 
joined from nroceedine any further in his said action at 
law aeainst the said David L. Yulee. and from selrmg or 
negotiating the sale of any of said noijds or the cuupons 
belonging thereto, or any judgment founded upon any of 



said coupons into which said coupons may hare been 
merged until the final determination of this action. 
Dated, New York, July 14th, 1880. 

(Signed) SAML, BLATCHFOKD. 

( SEAL ) A Copy. 

JOHN J. DAVENPORT, 
Clerk. 

Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That neither the Board its Salesman nor 
Agents shall receive any of the Bonds or Coupon* men- 
tioned in said order, or any judgment founded thereon in 
payment for lands belonging to the Internal Improvement 
Fund, ir for any other purj^se nntil the further order of 
the Board. 

Resolved. That the Hon. David L. Yutee, the complain- 
ant in said suit, and M. A. Williams, Esq., Agt of the 
Board at Jacksonville be immediately notified of the 
above resolution. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla., July 24, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Atty. Genl. 
The Atty. Genl. whb apptd. Secy, pro tem. The 
communication of Hon. Jas. M. Baker, of counsel 
for the Board in the Vose case, to the Atty. Genl. as to 
the record for the appeal in the matter of Mr. Vose's pe- 
tition for costs and expenses was read and the Attorney 
General authorized to instruct Mr. Baker to perfect Ihe 
appeal and to forward the clerk's bill for the recurd and 
that the same would be paid. 

The Secretary pro tem was directed to notify Mr. I. 
Coryell, that no more sales of any of the property pur* 
26 I. I. 
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chased by the Board for Swamp Land Indemnity Investi- 
gations must be made except for cash and that on such 
g^Ies being made the cash must be remitted to the Ti-eas- 
urer of the Board; provided, however, that sab* may be 
made on credit if the authority of the Board should Ite 
hereafter obtained. Aud the Secretary pro tern was 
further instructed to request Mr. Coryell to forward to 
the Treasurer of the Board the acceptances received hv 
him for sales of said property already made, hut to state 
to him that the receipt by the Board of such acceptances 
should not be understood as relieving Sir. S. T. Wailes or 
any one, of his responsibility for the property so sold, 
unless said acceptances should be paid at maturity as 
Huch sales were not authorized Jo be made on credit. 

The Board adjourned. * 

GEO. F. DREW, President. 

GEO. P. RAXEY. Secy, pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Florida, August S, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew. Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
An application was received from Andrew M. O'Quinu 
for the change of entry Xo. 8333 made by him November 
6, 1877. from the XEJ of NWJ of Section 22, T. 30, S. & 
16 E., to the XEJ of XW£ Section 22, T. 30, S., R. 15 E, 
«n account of an error in said entry ; and the said Andrew 
IS. O^Quinn having returned the deed made to him by the 
Trustees, and having executed a deed reronvttytug the 
first named tract to the Trustees T, I. Fund, and having 
made the affidavits required by the Rules and regulations 
of this Board in such cases. It wan Ordered, that the 
change of entry be allowed as requested. 

A communication was received frum the Recei? er at the 
U. 8. Land Office at Gainesville enclosing a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office at Wash- 
ington announcing that the State Selection of Lot Xo. 1, 
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Sec. 5, T. 64 S-, K. 37 E, as Swamp laud was held for 
rejection, the State authorities haviug notified that de- 
partment that they do not desire an invest i««t inn re- 
specting said tract, and are willing that the homestead 
claim of Cephas Finder thereto be confirmed; which let- 
ter was lead and placed >m file. 

The Salesman of the Board. Hugh A. Corley, repo/t^Ml 
that, in accordance with the resolutions of the Hoard, he 
had. on the lUth July, offered for sale at St. Lucie, in 
Brevard i-ounfy. the lands of the Internal Improvement 
Fund in Dade & Brevard counties recently confirmed 
and patented to the State embraced in Patents Noh. Ill 
k 20. Swamp Selections, and List No. 1 Internal Im* 
provement Selectifms in the late St. Augustine, how 
Gainesville I^nd District. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from E. J. 
Berry, Timber Agent, recommending that stumpu^e on 
cord-wood cm Suwannee river be suspended for (he pres- 
ent, for the reasons that the parties there engaged in cut- 
ting cord- wood are very poor, that they get on!y M.."Vl ;>er 
cord for their wood, and cannot afford to pay jtuiupage 
of 25 cents per cord. 

OrdWrrf. That the stnmpage on cord wood fo be deliv- 
ered on the Suwannee river be reduced to 15 cents [>er 
cord — this reduction to continue until the first day of 
January next, and the further order of this Board 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter .>oiu the 
St. Johns and Lake Eustis Railroad Company stating 
that said road it now completed, and inquiring what 
further steps are now necessary to secure deed for ihe 
lands granted to said Company; which letter was lead 
and referred to the Attorney General. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the Bond of 
Thomas Oeteen. Special Agent in Taylor cooutv for the 
collection of stnmpage. said bond being for f500 with 
Wm. E. Perry. Thomas J. Faulkner, W. H. Towle and W. 
H. Gainey'as sureties: Said Bond was approved and or- 
dered placed on file. 

The Attorney General read a letter from Mr. James 
M. Shomaker inquiring whether, the Trusties will aid the 
construction of a railroad from Jacksonville to Tampa 
Bay, and was requested to reply that the Trustees will ex- 
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tend such aid as they are authorized by law to do, and ao 
far as they can under the orders of the courts. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. I, Coryell 
and request him to transmit to the Treasurer of the 
Board the acceptance received by him for the sale of 
horses and mules employed in the Swamp Land Indem- 
nity Investigation. 

D. I. Craft, Special Timber Agent for Hillsboro' coun- 
ty, having paid in for Btumpage $77.21 on lands not de- 
scribed, it was ordered, that 20 per cent thereof be placed 
in the School Fund and the remainder in the Internal 
Improvement Fund, this order to be subject to the ap- 
proval of the Board of Education. 

Notice having been received that probably the Fund 
will soon receive from Washington an amount of Land 
Certificates or floats issued as indemnity for Swamp 
Lands located with Land Warrants, in the U. S. Land 
Offices prior to March 3, 1857, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That whenever the Board shall receive from 
the United States Government certificates or warrants as 
indemnity for lands located in the United States Land 
offices, under the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and 
March 3, 1857, said certificates or warrants will be dis- 
posed of by this Board at the same prices which are fixed 
for lands, the scale of prices for warrants to be the same 
as for the same quantity of Swamp Lands. 

On motion, it was ordered, that James M. Baker, Esq., 
be paid two hundred and fifty dollars on account of pro- 
fessional services as Attorney & Solicitor. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

M. A. Williams, Corns, on Sales in July, $79.30. 

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses in June, $81.25. 
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses in July, $47.50. 
South Florida Citizen, Advertising, $25.00. 

Florida Union, Advertising, $31.50. 

Postage for Salesman's Office, $49.20. 

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, Expenses of trip to St. 
Lucie aad back to offer lands for sale, $59.25. 

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, cash paid for telegrams and 
office expense(p$8.12. 

The account was presented of Mr. Mahlon Gore, Pro- 
prietor of the Orange County Reporter for advertising 
Swamp and I. I. Lands brought into market amounting 
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to ?45. The Board approved the acet. to $30 and disap- 
proved the reef. The Board then adjourned. 

Pfesident. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 17th, 188C 
The Board met at the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: C, Drew, Comptroller. 

Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

A Bill of H. T. Blocker for seventy two 30-100 Dollars 
for services as special agent of swamp lands investiga- 
tion during months of May and April being the balance 
of his bid of One Hundred & Twenty two 30-100 Dol- 
lars dated June i, upon which fifty dollars had been paid 
under order of this Board. Paid Balance $72.30 was or- 
dered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tem. 

Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secretary pro tem. . 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 23d, I860. 
The Board met in the Executive Chamber. 
Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor. 

C Drew. Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn. Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Atty. General. 

The following communications from Mr. T. Coryell was 
laid before the Board by Hon. Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
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Jacksonville, Augt. 20th, 188©. 
Walter Gwynn, Esq.. 

State Treas., 

Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to make the following report and re- 
turn of joint property sold by nie. 

One pair mules (reed Drft & paid) 300.08 

One horse (reed. Drft. $100 paid & cash $50 150.00 

One mare (reed. Drft 150.00 

Inclosed find |600.00 

H. P. Robinson's acct. June 23 6 mos. . 104.00 

E. W. Aguew acct. Jnne 22 90 days 50.00 

3fy cheek on Bk. Jacksonville 296.00— $460,00 



Leaving a balance in iny hands of ... . $150.06 

to cover the expenses of 2 mos. care, repairs to wagons 
& harness — hire of drivers and travelling expenses as 
paid out by me. 

The balance of the property is covered by the following 
orders 

Jacksonville, Augt. 20th 1880. 

Dr. K end rick will please deliver to Walter Gwynn, 
State Treas. or order One pair black mules — one pair Bay 
Horses — Three Wagons and three setB harness now at 
your farm and one heavy farm wagon under Agnews'a 
shed at Ocala. 

& Oblige 

I. CORYELL. 
The stork are running in pasture at an expense of $5 
per week which includes storage for wagons & harness, 

1 found it impossible to sell for cash at that time, Sept. 
or Oct. will bring a demand when cash sales can be ef- 
fected, I have placed the following value on the unsold 

Black Mules $300.00 

Bay Horses 300.00 

3 Spring Wagon 40.00 

Carryall & Harness 100.00 

Light farm wagon 75.00 

Heavy farm wagon (in Ocala) 75.00 

2 sets Harness 30.00 

I i ~ w 

1920.00 
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which prices they should bring if properly sold. If I 
understand the letters from Corns, of land office I sup- 
pose the intention was to take the remaining property in 
possession & to have no more responsibility in the mat- 
ter of either rare or sale. The order gives you possession. 

Truly, 

I. CORYELL, 

Whereupon the Treas. Hou. Walter Gwynu was In- 
■tructed to address the following letter to Mr. Coryell 

Tallahassee, Florida, Augt. 23d, 1880. 
I Coirell, Esq., 

Jacksonville, Fla. 
Dear Sir: 

Your favor of 20th inst., with enclosures 
was received on Saturday. We had no meeting of the 
Board of Trustees that day, but concluded after consul- 
tation with Mr. Baney it was best to send forward the 
check for $296.00 on Bank of Jacksonville, and did do. 

The Governor is here to-day and we have just had a 
meeting of the Board. Of course you understand that the 
Board of Trustees recognize you only as the agent of Mr. 
Wailes, whom this Board understands to desire that the 
proceeds of all sales of the person nl property used in the 
indemnity investigations, should be paid over to It. All 
collections made on your draft and the acceptances, will 
of course be placed to the credit of the amount advanced 
to purchase the property. 

The Board will not take your order on Dr. Kendrickr 
fts a delivery of the property. If it is the purpose of Mr. 
Wailes, (with whom we will communicate at once) to 
turn over the property to it, it will have to send an agent 
to inspect the same before receiving it. In the meantime 
it looks to Mr. Wailes for the proper care of the property. 

Please refer again to the correspondence & Bee if yo« 
are not mistaken as to the Board's intentions to take it* 
property out of Mr. Wailes' possession. 

We do not agree that the $130 should have been retain- 
ed by you, but do think that you should have sent an 
itemized statement of expenses — such was the expects- 
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tion of the Board. Is Br, Keiidriek allowed to use the 
animals ic? 

Yours respectfully, 
WALTER GWYSN, 
Treas. I. I. Fund. 
The Board then adjourned. 

C.EO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest : 

GEO. P. BANEY, 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 18, 1880. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Rauey. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Comr. of Lands & I. 

The following bills were presented, approved and order- 
ed paid: 

Philip Walter, Clerk U. 8. Circuit Court for making 
record on appeal in case of F. VoBe vs. trustees I- I- 
Fnnd & other Court expenses $298.25. C. H. Foster Clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Florida costs in the case of W. 
A. C. Benbow vs. Marquis & Co. f 12.75-100. Geo. P. Baney 
expenses trip to Jacksonville attending U. S. Court in 
Bail Rood cases $6.50, E. J. Berry Timber Agt. for ex- 
penses in August $124.80. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Rail- 
way, Drainage & Canal Company inquiring what interest 
the State of Florida would pay for a loan of one Million 
of Dollars. The State giving Ten Millions of acres of 
land as security for the same but said security to remain 
under the control of the State for the purpose of sales, 
&c., and also making further inquiries with reference to 
the Vose claim against the Internal Improvement Fund, 
which letter was referred to the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration for reply. 

A letter was received from W. Hallett Phillips of 
Washington City dated Sep. 11th, lSSO, making inquiries 
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respecting the free Land bonds issued by tbe Florida Bail 
lit .ail Company. Tbe Secretary was instructed to reply 
to Mr. Phillips that the Internal Improvement is in no- 
wise responsible for either the principal or the interest 
of the Free Land Bonds issued by said Company. That 
the said Bonds were secured or attempted to be secured 
by mortgage upon the Lands granted by the United 
States and by the State to aid in the construction of the 
Florida Bail Bond, and that further information concern- 
ing the same ean be obtained by corresponding with the 
land commissioner of tbe Fla. Bail Board Company at 
Fernandina. 

Letters were received from Samuel A. Swann enclosing 
letters from James Hastings of England respecting the 
sale of a million acres of land which letters were re- 
ferred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 
(or a reply. 

Col. E. A. Protois Agent of the United States for In- 
vestigating the swamp land indemnity claim of the 
State of Florida made an application to the Board for the 
purchase of the team of mules and the waggon and har- 
ness now owned by the Board proffering to pay for the 
same three hundred dollars and also applying for the use 
of the horse team and waggon for the use of tbe State 
Agent in making the investigation which proposition the 
Secretary was instructed to refer to S. I. WaileB State 
Agent in Washington. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved that the Attorney General do prepare a Bond 
or Stipulation to be executed by the Trustees and proper 
securities for tbe payment of all fees to which the Clerk 
of the United States Supreme Court or the successors 
may at any time be entitled in the matter of the appeal 
from the decrees of the U. 8. Circuit -Conrt Northern 
Dist. of Florida making allowances of moneys to Francis 
Vose for costs and expenses in the case of F. Vose et aL 
Vs. Trustees Internal Improvement Fund et als and that 
the same tw executed. 

Tbe Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. I>REW, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY,. Secy. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., September 30th, '80. 
The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. 
Present: Walter Gsvynn, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Baaey. Atty. General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & I. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That the Treasurer advance to the Attorney 
General four hundred Dollars to be transmitted to the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
Waschington as security for costs in the appeal by the 
Trustees from the orders and decrees of the U. S. Circuit 
Court for the Northern District of Florida allowing cer- 
tain costs and expenses to Francis Vose iu the suit now 
pending between the said Vose and said Trustees. 
The Board then adjourned. 

President pro tern. 
Attest ' 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 1880. 

The Board met in the Treasurer's Office. 

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gfwynn. Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

Application was received from Joseph W. Boring for a 
change of entry- No. 7255. made December 24, 1875, of 
the Wi of NWJ Section 6, T. 21 S, B 35, E, to the W£ 
of NEj Section 1, T 21 S, R 34 E, and said application 
being accompanied with the required affidavit and a deed 
of reconveyance, it was 

Ordered, That entry No. 7255 be canceled, and that 
the purchase money be applied as far as it will go to the 
entry by said Joseph W. Boring of the W4 of NE| Sec- 
tion 1, T 21 S, B 35 E. 

Applications were received for the cancellation. of the 
following entries, which were allowed and the purchase 
money ordered refunded on the first named: 

Entry No. 9029, NW| of NW* of Section 7, T 35 S, B 
18 E, made by William C. Brown November 25. 1879. 

Entry No. 9393, NEi of SWJ Section 12, T 28 8, B 
31 E, made by Williams & Bwann August 5, 1880. 
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The bond of James M. Duncan as Special Agent for the 
collection of stum page in Ha mi Hon County was present- 
ed, approved and ordered filed. 

The follo^ng accounts were presented & approved: 

Eugh A. Corley. Expenses of trip to Monroe, Manatee 
and Folk Counties bringing lands into market, and for 
telegraphing & stationery, $96.90. 

Hiss Sue M. Archer, for monnting on cloth 844 town- 
ghip plats in the Land Office @7c, $59.08. 

0. A. Bryan, Jr., Binding Salesman's Certificates, $2.50, 

George P. Ranep, Express charges in sending $400 t» 
the Clerk of the U. 8. Supreme Court at Washington, 
$2.00. 

Postage account Salesman's Office, $53.68. 

James T. Magbee, Publisher Tampa Guardian, publish* 
ing notice of lands brought into market, $25.00 

Walter Gwynn, Express charges on moneys sent by the 
Special Timber Agents, $1.50. 

The Board then adjourned. 

C. DREW, 
President pro tern. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. November 13, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. tJoTtey/Comroisssioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Oommissioner of the G4**atXand Office requesting a re- 
linquishment of the apparenjt title of the State to the 
fractional SWi, or Lot No. 2, Section 2, T 34, S, B IT 
E, which had been patented to the State as Swamp land, 
but which was entered at the V. 8. Land Office by Thomas 
Peterson February 27. 1847; and a deed relinquishing 
the riffht. title and claim of the State in and to said 
tract of land was executed by the Trustees. 
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The Governor laid lief ore the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting u 
relinquishment of the apparent title of the Stale to the 
NE± of KWi and SWi of NW± Section 13, T 13, 8, B 22 
E, said tracts not being claimed by the State nor re- 
ported to the General Lund Office, bnt nevertheless having 
been patented to the State as Swamp Lands. The NE} 
of KWi of said section having been purchased from the 
Trustees February 17, 1877, hy George G. Smith and 
Thomas B. Smith (Entry No. 7926) the Secretary was 
instructed to write to the purchasers and request a re- 
conveyance of said Tract to the Trustees in order that 
the same may be relinquished to the United States. The 
Trustees executed a deed surrendering to the Cnited 
States the right, title and claim of the State in and to 
the SWJ of NW*i of said Section. 

Upon application of the purchasers the following en 
tries were canceled and the Treasurer directed tn refund 
the purchase money therefor : 

Entry No. 8763 by John Vinzant, Jr., made February 
18, 1879. Lot No. 3 and 81 Lot No. 4. Section 30, Town- 
ship 30, Sooth, Range 20, East, 131.17 acres — Amount of 
purchase money $104.93. 

Entry No. 8959. by John W. Green made August 30. 
1879, Lot No. 3, Section 10, Township 6, South, Range 25, 
East, 30 acres — Amount of purchase money $30.00. 

Entry No. 8721. David J. Lee. made December 21, 1878. 
BE} of SW4 Section 26, Township 7, Sonth. Range 13. 
East, 40 acres — Amount of purchase money $40.00. 

The following change of entry was allowed : 

Entry No. 6519 by Malcolm M. Overstreet made Au- 
gust 4. 1873. from the SE4 of NEJ Section 29, Township 
25, South, Range 29, East, to the NEJ of BWJ Section 20, 
Township 26. South. Range 29, East. 

The Attorney General reported back the papers in the 
case of the contest of L E. Barwick against the entrv by 
John W. Hagan of the 8E} of NEJ Section 30, T. 20, S, 
R 2.1 E. and the Board decided to issue a deed to Mt% Ha- 
gan. Ordered, That the Secretary notify Mr. Barwick of 
the decision. 

The Commsisioner laid before the Board a letter from 
the rommissioner of the General Land Office with respect 
to the unconfirmed Internal Improvement selections, and 
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suggesting that if it is desired that the unconfirmed se- 
lections made prior to "Gainesville List No. 1" be consid- 
ered as adjudicated and declared void, that the Trustees 
relinquish to the United States all claim the State may 
have in such selections, nod transmit the saine to the Gen- 
eral Land Office, The Commissioner was instructed to 
prepare a relinquishment in accordance with said sug- 
gestion. 

The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from 
8. D. McConnell, Esq,, inquiring how to get a contract 
from the Trustees for clearing out the WithIacooch.ee 
river up to Panasofkee Lake so as to make it navigable 
for steam-boats. The Secretary was instructed to reply 
to Mr. McConnell that the Trustees have no power or 
authority under the laws of the State to contract for re- 
moving obstructions to navigation in the rivers. 

The following bills were presented for expenses incur- 
red in the Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation ; 

Haley T. Blocker, for services as Special Agent and 
traveling expenses in Sent, and Oct., $204.15. 

Wm. Hurter & Co., of Jacksonville, provisions, $18.34. 

Robert J. Kendrick, iiasturnge and care of stock and 
storage of wagons, $96.42. 

Sajfl accounts were postponed until the arrival of Mr. 
S. I. Wailes ; 

A letter was received from Col. E. A. Profoia, TJ. S. 
Agent for examining Swamp lands, inquiring whether be 
would be permitted to retain the use of the wagons and 
teams of the State in the further prosecution of bis in- 
vestigation. The Secretary was instructed to telegraph 
htm to retain the teams until Mr. Wailes should arrive, 
and afterwards subject to Mr. Wailes' approval. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Peter 
S, FTarllee. Special Timber Agent in Manatee county, stat- 
ing that the State's Attorney in that district claims that 
etumpage cannot be charged for dead and fallen pine on 
State lands, and asking further instructions respecting 
the collect'on thereof; which letter was referred to the 
Attorney General. 

A letter was received from Robert Morrow asking that 
the State retinoid sh its claim to Lot No. 1, Sec. 3, T 45 S, 
R 43 E. selected as Swamp land but not yet patented to 
the State, said tract having been entered under the Home- 
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itead Ait of Congress by W. H. Moore jii May, 1874, and 
he having made his final proof as required by the laws of 
fee United States. 

Ordered. That the Commissioner withdraw the iflaim of 
the State for suid tract of land. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of a comitm- 
nieatiou from Col. A. J. Lane, President of the Kainr 
Johns anfl Lake Eustis Railroad Company, accompanied 
with the certificate and affidavit of W. V. Coup^r, <_'ivil 
Bngineer, showing that tne road had been completed anO 
is in operation from Astor. on the St. Johns river, to Port 
Mason on Lake Eustis, and giving the details of construc- 
tion. The Salesman was instructed to prepaid a deed 
for the signature of the Trustees conveying to said Com- 
pany the lands panted to them by an Act of the I^egipla- 
tnve approved February 20, 1879, entitled "An Act in in- 
corporate the St. Johns and Lake Eustis Railway Com- 
pany," (Chapter 3169, laws of Florida) said deed to be 
placed in the hands of the Attorney General for deliver? 
after reporting the execution thereof to the V. S. Circuit 
Cgurt % ( 

Mr. Samuel A. Swann. of Fernandinn, appeared before 
the Board, in response to their request, and conferred 
with them respecting: a proposition made by den. H. fi. 
San ford to purchase lands at reduced prices. The propo- 
sition of Gen. Sanford was to purchase from 500.000 to 
1,000,000 acres at thirty cents per acre, payable in ^,ish or 
coupons. Certificates or Warrants to be issued ?or thcf* 
lands in quantities from 40 to 640 acres, to be located 
upon any of the lands offered. Payment to be macY s* 
follows : 1150.000 by April 1881— remainder within one 
year thereafter. Certain lands in Orange county. (200.- 
000 or 300,000 acres) to he reserved, and others to be re- 
served as designated. After some time spent in consider- 
ing the proposition, the Board declined to accept the 
terms, and instructed the Secretary to notify Gen. San- 
ford of the decision. 

The following accounts were presented & approved: 

E. J. Berry. Timber Agent, expenses for the months f>f 
September and October, $103.75. 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on Sales for (he inoutha 
of August, September & October, f 126.05. 
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Wni. T. Webster, furnishing plats for the Salesman's 
Office $4.00. 
C. E. Dyke, Printing, July, Aug., Sept. & October, 

?4IUK). 

L. G. Sibley, Sheriff of Putnam County, Expenses &a 
in seizure of timber cut by Starrat & Wright, $24.73. 

II. A. Corley, for telegram. $1.40. 

W. I>. Bloxham, formerly Secretary of Statp, for com- 
missions as Notaries Pub) it- to Special Agent, for investi- 
gating Swamp land claims, $8.00. 

Samuel A, Swann. Traveling expenses from Femandina 
to Tallahassee and back at the request of the Trustees, 
$21.50. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GKG. F. DREW, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, I>ecember 1, lSSfl. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George P. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew. Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and approved : 
Walter Gwynn, Trawling expense* to Lafayette county 
as witness against Beth Stevens in a suit to recover mon- 
eys received for timber cut on State lands, $14.65. 

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales in November, 
$2.90. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting .1 re- 
linquishment of the State's title to the SWJ of SWJ Sec- 
tion 1, SEi of SE} Section 2, NE} of NEJ Section 11 
and NW| of NW} Section 12, Township 3, South, Range 
21, East, which had been patented to the State us swamp 
lands, but which bad been entered at the United States 
Land Office, under the pre-emption law, by Joshua Geiger. 
July 14, 1856, which entry was confirmed by (he Act of 
Congress of March 3, 1857. The Commissioner of Land* 
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aind Immigration reported that the SWJ of SWj, Section 
1 and NK-J of NEJ of Section 11 of said townshiu Mere 
conveyed to the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central Jfail- 
road Company under the act of January 6, 1855, and that 
the SEi of SE| Sec. 2 and the JJWJ of NW| of Ejection 2 
have been sold to William B, Jackson. The Commission 
er of Lands aud I in in ignition was instructed to imtify 
the Commissioner of the General I .a ml Office that -he said 
trans have been sold and passed out of the control of the 
State authorities. 

The Commisnioncr laid before the Board a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, inclosing a 
copy of a letter from that office to the Register and Re- 
ceiver of the U. 8. Land office at Gainesville, rejecting 
the swamp selection of Lot No. 1, Sec. 3, T 45 S, R 43 K, 
entered under the homestead act by William IL Moore, 
the said selection having been withdrawn uuder instruc- 
tions from the Trustees I. I. Fund. 

The Salesman reported that, in accordance with the in- 
structions of the Board, he had offered for sale the swamp 
lands embraced to Patents 17, 18, 19 and 20 of the former 
Tampa, now Gainesville. Land District, lying in Monroe, 
Manatee and Folk counties, at the following times and 
places, to wit : 

The lands in Monroe county, at Fort Myers, August 16. 

The lands in Manatee county, at Pine Level, August 30. 

The lands in Polk county, at Bartow, Rept ember fi. 

The attention of the Board was called to an act of Con- 
gress approved June 9. 188(1, as follows, to-wit: 

An Act to confirm certain entries and warrant locations 
in. the former Palntkn Military reservation in Florida. 

Re it Resolved by the Senate and Rotate of Renre*en- 
tatire* of the United State* of America in Connre*n n»- 
sewbled. That in all cases in which lands Iving within the 
limits of the former Palatka military reservation in Flor- 
ida have been entered by settlers nn^er th° ho«i *>ntn ad 
laws, and their entries are found to conflict with selec- 
tions by the State of Florida under the erant of •nv'.'imp 
lands by act of Concress of September twentvoi.jiht. eifrh- 
teen hundred and fifty, which are confirmed hv the act 
of March third, eighteen hnndred and fiftv-neven. wwjfl in 
which said settlers have in pood faith i-omnlled with ihe 
requirements of the homestead laws, their entries be, and 
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the same are hereby confirmed, on the State filing with 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office its relin- 
quishment of all claim thereto; and the Btate shall there- 
upon be entitled to select in liea thereof an equal quantity 
of land from any of the vacant and unappropriated public 
lands of the United States in Florida, and patents shall 
be issued to the State for the lands so selected in lieu of 
the tracks taken by the settlers. 

Sec. 2. That .in all cases in which lands lying within 
said reservation have been entered at private entry or lo- 
cated by military land -warrants, and which conflict with 
said selections, the same are also hereby confirmed on 
the State relinquishing all claim thereto; and the State 
shall thereupon be entitled to indemnity in the siune 
manner as indicated in the first section of this act. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That this Board request the Governor to re- 
commend to the Legislature at the next session that the 
claim of the State be relinquished to the swamp lands 
within the former Palatka military reservation vhieh 
have been entered by Bettlers under the homestead laws 
and in which said settlers have in good faith complied 
with the requirements of said lawB, or which have been 
entered at- the United States Land Office at private entry 
or 1 oca tod with military land- warrants. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration hiid be- 
fore the Board a telegram from Col. E. A. Protois, at 
Leesourg, stating that Mr. C. F. Hopkins declines to pro- 
ceed with the swamp investigation since informed that 
the Trustees cannot provide for the payment of his fal- 
arv. pnfl renuesting that some person be sent oo to repre- 
sent the State. 

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lands and Imml* 
grntion confer with Haley T. Blocker and employ him to 
accompany Col. Protois if his services can be procured. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: fiEO. F- DREW, President 

FT'OH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 

27 I. I. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, Deveml>er 4. 1880. 
The Board met in the Treasurer s Office. 
Present: Walter G,wynn, Treasurer. 

George I*. Bnuey, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. ("or ley. Commissi oner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
Entry No. 9403. made by Williams & Swatin. deed made 
to Jobn M. Hall. wa». ojHtn the application of -aid John 
M. Hall, changed from ihe f*\V} of XWJ Section 34. Town- 
ship 6. South, Banr*e 14. East, to the NWJ of NE4, of Hie 
same section. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, President pro tern. 

Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 9, I860. 
The 1 if.ii rd met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Coluruhus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of "Lands k 
Immigration. 
The Governor laid before the Board a letter from E N. 
Dickerson. Esq.. Attorney for T>. L. Tulee, giving notice 
that the injunction heretofore granted in the Cnitrvt 
States Circuit Court for the Southern District of New 
"York, at the unit of David I/. Yulee vs. Francis Vose. re- 
straining said Yose from laking any proceed mjjs under 
the decree in bis favor against the Trustees of the Inter 
nnt Improvement Fund, has been dissolved. Whereupon, 
the resolution adopted on the 17th July last, not to re- 
ceive the bonds or coupons held bv Mr, Vose in payment 
for lands was rescinded, 

Gen. n. R. San ford appeared before the Board .ind con- 
ferred with them respecting a purchase of lands upon the 
following terms : 

250.000 or 300,000 to be selected in bodies of not less 
than 040 acres and paid for in 90 days — the lands to be 
reserved as se lee ted. 
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Other lands, making, with the other. 500.000 acres to t*> 
selected and to be purchap.-d within a year at th" option 
of Gen. San ford. 

Land certificate to be issued for 500,000 acre;* more in 
front !0 to B4H acre tract*. »vith the opt inn to purchase 
within one year. 

Prices to be as low am the Board will consent to accept. 

itoiue time was spent in discussing the proposition. anO 
the matter wiw postponed for further consideration. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President. 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 10, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George I'. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lauds ft 
Immigration. 
The Board resumed the consideration of Gen. Sun ford'* 
proposition for the purchase of land. 
Mr. Corley offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Trustees will sell to Gen. H. fit. San- 
ford two hundred and fifty thousand acres of swamp lands 
to be selected by him in bodies of not less than 
acres, to be paid for in ninety days at fifty cente j<er acre 
in coupon certificates; and as selections of said land shall 
be made by him. they shaJI be reserved from sale UDtil <-he 
whole quantity is selected and until the time hereinbefore 
limited. If the whole quantity of 250.000 acres shall not 
be selected and paid for by the expiration of ninety days, 
the privilege hereby granted shall be null and void. 

Mr, Raney moved to fill the blank with "2560" which 
was not agreed to, 

Mr. Gwynn moved to fill the blank with "six hundred 
and forty." 
Upon which the vote was: 

Yeas — Gov. Drew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn & Cor- 
ley- 
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Nay — Mr. Raney — 1. 

So the blank was filled with "ssis hundred and forty," 
and the resolution was adopted — Mr. Raney dissenting. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: GEO. F. DlfcEW, President. 

HUGH A. CORT.EY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 18, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Columbus Drew, Compt roller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
. Immigration. 

A letter was received from Messrs. Coekrell &- Walker, 
Attorneys of William Canlk and William H. Caulk, heirs 
at law of I. D. Hart, deceased, enclosing a copy of a rcr- 
tificate made by the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion that on the 9th day of December, 1857, the said I. D. 
Hart purchased from the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund Lot 1 of Section 31, T 19 S, R 31 E, 
containing 73 84-100 acres, and requesting that the Trus- 
tees make a deed to said land. 

The Board declined to make the deed as requested. 

The Governor laid before the Board a notice from the 
Register and Receiver of the U. R. Land office at Gaines- 
ville, that the testimony in the Swamp land contest case of. 
John O. Morgan in respect to Lot No. 4 Sec. 2K and Lot 
No. 1 Sec. 20, T 43 S, R 27 E. shows that said lands are 
not swamp and that said selections are therefore held for 
rejection. 

A letter was received from Gen. H. S. Ran ford, asking 
the Board for the assurance that land certificates to the 
amount of 1.000,000 to 1.500.000 acres will be aold to him 
at 40 cents per acre, which assurance the Board declined 
to give. 

A petition was received from several citizens of Polk 
county requesting that the Board surrender the claim of 
the State to the unconfirmed Internal Improvement Rrlec- 
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tions in that county. As this had already been done, the 
petition was placed on file without farther action. 

The Attorney Genera) prepared a receipt to be signed 
by the Trustees for th* Apalachicola Arsenal with the 
grounds, buildings and appurtenances thereon to belong- 
ing, which was signed, and in th»* words and figures fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

"STATE OF FLORIDA." 

"Received of the Secretary of War of the United States, 
the public property with the grounds, buildings and ap- 
purtenances thereto belonging situated in Gadsden coun- 
ty in the State of Florida, and known as the "Apalach- 
icola Arsenal" or "Chattahoochee Arsenal," said property 
having been decreed and granted by the United States to 
the State of Florida by an act of Congress entitled "An 
Act donating Chattahoochee Arsenal to the State of 
Florida for educational purposes,'' approved December 
15th, A. D. 1870, said act styling said property as the 
"Chattahoochee Arsenal," situated as aforesaid, and as 
being at the date of said act ocenpied by said State as a 
penitentiary. And said act directing the Secretary of 
War to transfer said projierty to the Board of Internal 
Improvement of said State" to be held by them in trust 
for the use. benefit and execution of the purposes of this 
grant, or for such other public purposes as said Board 
may deem proper." The "grounds" being the land re- 
served by the President of the United States for the "Ap- 
alachicola Arsenal" in Gadsden county aforesaid, the 
buildings and improvements thereon and the lands and 
rights embraced in a deed of J. W. King, Attorney for 
Daniel Matchett. dated February 17th, 1834, to wit: the 
right forever to the use of a wharf erected by the United 
States on the premises of said Matchett, situated on the 
river Apalachicola, in Lot No. 2, Section 32, Fractional 
Township 4. Range 6, X. & W„ and also the right forever 
to the eansewaved road leading to the same." 
"Devember 18. 188(1." 

"GEORGE F. DREW. Governor." 
"COLUMBUS DREW, Comptroller," 
"WALTER GWYM, Treasurer." 
"GEO. P. RAXEY. Attorney General." 
HUGH A. CORLEY. Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration." 
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'■Ex-officio Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida " 

The Attorney General also filed a certified «opy of the 
deed of J. \V. King. Attorney for Daniel Matchett, re- 
ferred to in said receipt, which deed is as follows: 

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA. 

This indenture made the seventeenth day of February 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty four, and in the fifty -eighth year of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America, between Joseph W. 
King (Attorney for Danl. Matchett) of the county of 
Gadsden, of the one part, and Capt. John Hills, of the 
Ordnance Department, of the other part; WitneBseth, 
that the «aid Joseph W, King, for and in consideration 
of the sum of one dollar in hand paid, at and before the 
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged, hath grunted, bargained, sold, 
aliened, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents 
do grant, bargain, sell, alien, convey and confirm unto 
the President of the I*. S. and Iiis successor in office, the 
right forever to the use of a wharf erected by the United 
States on the premises of the said Matchett, situated on 
the river Apalachicola in Lot No. 2, Section 32, Frac- 
tional Township 4, Range 6, N. & W and also the right 
forever to the causewayed road leading to the same. To 
Have and to Hold the said privilege to the described 
premises to the said Danl. Matchett being, belonging or in 
any wise appertaining, to the only proper use. benefit and 
behoof of the United States of America : And the said 
Joseph W. King. Attorney for Danl. Matchett, his heirs, 
exec mors and administrators, the said bargained prem- 
ises unto the said United States, against the said Danl. 
Matrhett. his heirs, executant and administrators, and 
all and every other person or persons, shall and wiit war- 
rant and forever defend by virtue of these presents. In 
Witness Whereof, the said J. W. King hath hereunto set 
his hand and affixed his seal the day and year first above 
written, 

J. W. KING (L. 8.) 
Signed, .Sea led & delivered 
in the presence of 

R. H. STEWART. 
ED WD. FAGE. 
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State of Flotilla > gg 
Gadsden County \ 

I. Robert C. Lester, Clerk of the County Court for the 
,'ounty aforesaid", do hereby certify That R. H. Stewart, 
whose name is sulist-rilwd rn the uiiliiii deed «tf convey- 
ance an a witness. personally apjieared liefiire me in my 
office and made oath that Joseph W. King, whose name 
is thereunto subscribed, did in his presence acknowledge 
that he signed, sealed and delivered the saim> for the 
purposes mentioned therein, and that he saw Edwd. Faoe 
sign aB a subscribing witness. Whereupon. I have duly 
recorded the same in Book B. page 37. 

In Testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand 
and seal of office this 22nd dav of February A. D. 1834. 

(L. 8.) 

B. C. LESTER, Clfc. 

UyT. J. KENAN, D. C. 

Enow all men by these presents, That whereas, I, Dan- 
iel Matchett, of Baltimore. State of Maryland, am seized 
in fee of and in certain tracts and lots of land 
situated in Gadsden county. Territory of Florida, late 
in the possession of John McCuiloh, Esq., of said county 
and Territory aforesaid: Now, Know Ye, that t. 
the said Daniel Matchett. have made, constituted, 
and appointed Joseph W. King, of said Gadsden 
county, to be my true and lawful attorney, for me and 
in my name to lease any or all my said tracts or lota of 
land, as well as houses or tenements on the same, in 
said Gadsden county, as aforesaid, to such person or 
persons, for a term not exceeding one year, and at such 
yearly or other rents as the said King may think fit. 
and to receive all such rents- or arrears of rents which 
now are or may hereafter become, due. to me, and upon 
receipt of such rentB or rents to give proj»er acunittancet 
and sufficient discharges thereof, and in default of pay- 
ment thereof, or any part thereof, to niy said Attorney, I 
do hereby authorize and empower him, my said Attorney, 
for me, and in my name, to proceed by suit or suits at law 
for the recovery thereof, as by the said) Attorney shall be 
thought fit; and also for me and in my name, as.ny act 
and deed, to sign, seal, execute and deliver such deeds and 
conveyances for the leasing or the absolute disposal of 
any lot or tract, or any part thereof, with such clauses, 
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covenants aud agreements to be therein contained as mj 
said attorney shall think fit and expedient. Hereby ratify- 
ing and confirming all such leases, deeds, conveyances, 
bargains and sales, which shall at any time hereafter be 
made by my said attorney touching or concerning the 
premises. In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set niy 
hand and seal this twenty -first d.y- of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirtv three. 

DANL. MATCHETT. ( L.S.) 
Signed, Sealed. & delivered 
in presence of 
John H. Magher. 
D. O. Harrison. 
(L. 8.) 

State of New York. 
City and County of New Yorl 
By this public instrument, Be it Known to all whom it 
may concern, That I, William H. Maxwell Commissioner 
in and for the *«tate of New York, duly commissioned by 
the Governor of the Territory of Florida, (by virtue of 
an act of the Legislature of the said Territory entitled 
"An Act to authorize the appointment of Commissioners, 
&c. passed January 24th, 1831." and therein and thereby 
authorized and empowered "to take the acknowledgement 
of any deed, contract, letter of Attorney, mortgage or 
conveyance of any lands, tenements and hereditaments, 
lying or being in the Territory of Florida, or any other 
writing under seal, to be used in said Territory, with full 
power ant} authority to admintetT oaths and affirma- 
tions, take depositions," &c.) Do hereby certify, that on 
the 21st day of September. A. D. 1833, Before me, said 
Commissioner, personally came Daniel Matehett, proven 
to my satisfaction to he the grantor named and described 
in the annexed letter of attorney, and having made known 
to him the contents thereof, he acknowledged he had 
truly signed, sealed and delivered and executed the same 
for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal the dav and vear above written. 

WM. II. MAXWELL, 
Florida Commissioner. 
Recorded this 5th day of March, A. D. 1834. 

R. C. LESTER. Clk. (i. C. C. 
By T. J. KENAN, D. C. 
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Territory of Florida, Gadsden. County, *«. 

I, Thomas J. Kenan, Clerk of the County Court for the- 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true transcript of the Letter of Attorney from Daniel 
Matchett to Joseph W. King, as recorded in my office. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and annexed the seal of said Court this 12fh day of May 
A. D. 1834. 
(L. S.) T. J. KENAN, Clk. 

Territory of Florida t 
Gadsden County. \ Bb ' 

I, Thomas J. Kenan, Clerk of the County Court for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that there is no incum- 
brance, judgment, lien or transfer of any kind whatever, 
upon that part of a tract of land Danl. Matchett's known 
as Lot No. 2, Sec. 32, Fr. Township 4, Range G, N. & W., 
which was purchased from Joseph W. King, Attorney for 
Danl. Matchett, by Captain John Hills, of the Ordnance 
Department, for the United States, as appears from the 
records of my office. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal of said Court, this 12th dav of May, A. D. 1834. 
<L. S.) T. J. KENAN, Clk. 

UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 
WAR DEPARTMENT 
Washington City, November 20th, 1877. 
Pursuant to Section 882 of the Revised Statutes, I 
hereby certify that the annexed papers are true copies of 
the originals in the office of the Chief of Ordnance of this 
Department. ' • 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the Seal of the War Department to be af- 
(L S.) fixed, on the day and year first above written. 
\ GEO, W. McCRARY, 

■Secretary of War. 
The Attorney General also filed a plat of the lands re- 
served for the Apalachicola Arsenal, and which waa 
granted to the State by the Act of Congress of December 
15, 1870. together with the field notes of the surrey 
thereof. It was Ordered, That said papers be filed, and 
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that a copv of naid plat or diagram be placed npon the 
records of the Board. 

Which is done on the following page of thiB record 
book. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DREW, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, 

Secretary. 
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Tuiluhassee, Florida, J an oar; 3, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: George P. Drew, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller, 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, 
Gebrge I*. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lauds & Immi- 
gration. 
The following accounts were presented and approved: 
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, expenses for November, 
167.26. 

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, expenses for December, 
987.00. 

W. Gwynn, Treasurer, Express charges paid, 60 cents. 
The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. P. DREW, 

President 
Attest * 

HUGH A CORLEY, Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 4, 1881. 
The Board met at 10 o'clock A. M. is the Executive 
Office. 

Present: George F. Drew, Governor. 

Colnmbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Owynn, Treasurer. 
<jeorge 1\ Raney, Attorney General 
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 
The Governor delivered to the Board three letters from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office: 

The first dated June 16, 18S0, enclosing Swamp Land 
Indemnity Certificate No. 1, authorizing the State of 
Florida to select 9,909 20-100 acres of TJ. 8. Land in Hen 
of lands disposed of by the United States by warrant lo- 
cations since September 27, 1850, and prior to March 3, 
1867, and which have been proved to be Swamp laud. 

The Second dated October 14, 1880, enclosing Swamp 
land Indemnity Certificate No. 2 for 4,656 71-100 acres. 
The Third dated October 16, 1880 enclosing Swamp 
Land Indemnity Certificate No. 3, for 8,627 64- 100 acres. 
The three certificates aggregating 23,283.55 acres. 
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These ccrtifimtes having been procured through the 
services of iSidstey I. Wailes, of Washington, the State 
Agent for the adjustment of land claims, and said agent 
being under his contract entitled to twenty per cent. 
thereof in compensation for his services amounting to 
4,656.71 acres, and Certificate No. 2 embracing just that 
quantity, /( \ca» Ordered, That the Swamp Land Indem- 
nity No. 2 embracing 4656.71 acres be assigned to the 
said Sydney I. Wailes, and that he be constituted the 
Agent of the State for the selection and entry thereof, at 
his own expense, aud that whenever the selection an! 
entries shall be made by him and patented to the State 
under said certificate, the Trustees will convey the land 
so selected and patented to the said 8 I. Wailes or his 
assigns. 

The Board then adjourned. 

GEO. F. DBEW, 



President. 



Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 10, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
i Present: William D. Bloxham Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

His Excellency, Governor William D. Bloxham was 
elected President of the Board. 

The claim of E. J. Berry for his salary for two thirds 
of the month of September amounting to $83.33 was pre- 
sented, the same having been suspended for investigation, 
and it being the opinion of the members of the Board that 
no jnst cause existed why it should be withheld, it waa 
Ordered, that said claim be paid. 

On motion, it was ordered that E. J. Berry be employed 
temporarily as Special Timber Agent at a Balary of one 
hundred dollars a month to commerce from the day when 
he leaves on discharge of bis duties. 
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The Board then adjournded. 

W. D. BfcOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

OTJGH A. COBLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January IS. iSSt. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 
George I*. Raney, Attorney Genera!. 
Hugh A. Oorley. Commissioner of Ijuids 1- 
Immigrntion. 

The follow irig resolution **a« udnpted : 

Rtaolwd. That the Swamp Land Indemnity Certificates 
which have been received, or may hereafter be resolved, 
from the govern men t of the United States under the act of 
Congn«s of March ,1, 1857, shall be sold at the same prices 
which a purchaser is required to pay for the same quan- 
tity of swamp htnds: and the purchaser shall be constitu- 
ted the agent of the State for the selection anil entry of 
lands under his certificate, but upon the express condition 
that all the expenses of such selection and cum shall be 
paid by him ; and when any lands selected and entered by 
any purchaser as aforesaid, shall be patented to the State, 
this Board will convey said lands by deed to said pur- 
chaser. In payment for said Swamp Land Indemnity 
Certificates, the coupon certificates issued by A. Doggert. 
Special Master, shall be received, as in sales of lands, re- 
quiring the payment of twenty per cent, in currency. 
Provided, that wliea a purchaser shall, at any one time, 
purchase certificates embracing more than IS.OttO nc-res, 
the whole amount may be pnid in coupon certificates. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HrGFI A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 23*1, i.861. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William I>. Bloxham. Governor. 
Columbus Drew, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwvnn, Treasurer, 
George I*. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Treasurer laid before the Bc-ard a letter from Mr. 
I, Coryell stating that he had sold a wagon to Robert 
Calvin for f75, and in September bod sent to the Treas- 
urer a cheek for that amount; that when Mr. Calvin 
called for the wagon, it had been taken and carried away 
by Col, Protois in the Swamp Land Indemnity investiga- 
tion; and that Mr. Calvin want* the money returned. 

Ordered. That the Treasurer return to Mr. Coryell the 
|75 paid on account of the sale of said wagon, t« that the 
said amount may be returned to Mr. Calvin. 

Application was received from Ichabod C. Hall and 
John W. Hagan for change of entry No. 8903 made June 
10, 1879. from the SEJ of SE] Section 4, Township 19, 
South, Range 22, East, to the SEJ of NE| of Section 9, 
in said township, and the said application being accom- 
panied with the papers required under the regulations, 
and the tract applied for not being State land; it waB 
Ordered, that said entry be canceled and the pur<h;i*e 
money (forty dollars) be refunded. 

Entry No. 9543, of Lot No. 1, Section 3, Townehip 43. 
South, Bange 43. East, made by Thomas P. McKenna No- 
vember 18, 1880, was canceled, and the purchase money 
($45.04) ordered refunded; the said Lot having Iieen 
claimed as a pre-emption by Abner Wilder, and the proof 
having been made and purchase money forwarded vnthin 
the time prescribed in the pre-emption regulations, and 
Mr. McKenna having returned his deed for cancellation. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, the Legislature have now under investigation 
the policy of selling the timber upon the State lands. 

Resolved. That the issuing of permits to cut timber on 
the State lands be suspended until the Legislature riiall 
give an expression of opinion upon the system, or until 
the further order of this Board. 
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A statement and petition was received froin J. G. 
Speer, President of the Apopka Canal Company, showing 
what work had been done and is now in progress and ihe 
moneys expended under their contract with the Trustees 
of February 25. 1879, and. also stating that by reason «.f 
unforeseen hindrances they had been unable to complete 
the work contracted for within the time limited in the 
contract. Mr. Speer also appeared before the Board in 
jierson and gave a verbal statement respecting the work 
performed and in progress and all matters connected 
therewith. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Reaolwd, That the time allowed to the Apopka Canal 
* 'ompany for the performance of their work under the 
Resolutions adopted February 25, 1879, be extended to 
the first day of January, 1883, both for the completion of 
the canals and the reclamation of the lands. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COBLE Y. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 25, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham. Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A proposition was received from Hamilton Bisston, of 
Philadelphia, and others associated with him, for the 
drainage and reclamation of the lands, overflowed by the 
wafers of and adjacent to Lake Okeechobee and the Kis- 
simmee river, said parties being represented by 3, A. 
Henderson, Esq. 

The matter was referred to Mr. Raney and Mr. Hender- 
son to prepare a contract for the consideration of the 
Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 27, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. BarneB, Comptroller. 
Walter Gwynn, Treasnrer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Oorley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a statement signed 
by several members of the Legislature and others, citizens 
of East and South Florida, that the pretended survey of 
the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad 
filed with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
was an imperfect survey, or, in other words, no actual 
survey at all, and that the withdrawal of lands from mar- 
ket along the route laid down on said plat is an injury to 
the development and interests of those sections through 
which such survey was supposed to have been made; and 
asking that such lands be restored to market. 

The Secretary was instructed to furnish a copy of fcaid 
statement to the persons now representing the Gainesville, 
Ocala and Charlotte Harbbr Railroad Company. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved. That the Timber Agent, or Agents of this 
Board* other than thoBe appointed for a particnla* county, 
will hereafter be required to pive a bond for not less 
than two thousand dollars, with security to be approved 
by the Board, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
their duties. 

A teleprnphic dispatch was presented to the Board from 
Senator Wilkinson Call to R. R. Hilton, Esquire, innutr- 
ing whether, if money to pay first bonds is euaranteed or 
deposited, will the Trustees act in the interes* <*f the ori- 
ginal stock. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Remlved, That this Board request Mr. Hilton to a?k 
Mr. Call to lay before the Board a detailed statement of 
what action he propoaeB for the Board to take in the in- 

28 I. I. 
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teres t of the "original stock/' and what guarantee or de- 
posit is proposed, and when the same will be made. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I>. BLOXHAM. President. 

HUGH A 4 CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. January 28, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Off ire. 

Present: William I). Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
Walter Gwynn, "Treasurer, 
fleorge. P. Baney, Attorney Genera 1 . 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Umds & 
Immigration. 

A communication was received from Hon. D. L. Yulee, 
dated January 22, 1881, enclosing copy of a deed execu- 
ted on the 21st instant by the Atlantic, Gulf anil West In- 
dia Transit Company setting forth and assign ia<* to the 
Tropical Florida Railroad Company that portion of ihe 
uncompleted line of the former Florida Railroad Com- 
pany which lies between Ocala and the waters of Tampa 
Bay, and the extension to Charlotte Harbor; said copy be- 
ing transmitted in compliance with the fourth Section of 
the Act entitled "An Act to amend an Act incorporating 
the Florida Railroad Company," approved December 1 1, 
1855. Which was ordered placed on file. 

An application was received from Richard Crosby for 
a change of entry No. 8438, made April 8, 1878, from tnt 
SEi of SWi and SWJ of SE$ Section 15. and NWf of 
NE* Section 22. Township 7. South. Range 20, East, to 
the BE* of SW} and SW| of 8E4, Section 18. and NWJ at 
NEi of Section 14 of said township, and the papers re- 
quired by the rules having been executed and tiled, the 
change was ordered as requested, 

A bill for postage for the salesman's office for the pres- 
ent month, amounting to $24.10 was presented and al- 
lowed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. B. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, Jamimy 31, 1*81. 

The Hoard met in tin* Executive Office. 

Present; William D. Hloxhuui. Governor. 
\\ illiam I>. Karnes. < 'omptndler. 
Walter (iwvmi, TltWUUtt. 
George I*. Kauey, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &. 
Immigration. 

The following coin mimical ion was laid before the 
Board : 

" Tallahassee, January -i 1 ** i . 18S1. 

To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund : 

The undersigned hereby pro nose a contract with your 
Hoard for the reclamation of the lands in the valley of the 
Ocklawjihn. and the adjacent land? subject to ■iverllow. 

We propose to commence at or near Lake Harris and 
Lake Kustis, and cut a canal of sufficient width and demh 
for purpose** of navigation for all boats now plying th * 
Oeklawaha river, to a point at or near Moss Hluff. or 
wherever the low, open submerged lands terminate, and 
the cypress swamps begin — the canal to be locked and. 
cross canals cut wherever needed to secure efficient drain- 
age and navigation. 

We propose to begin the work on the canal by the 1st 
of November, A. D. 1881, the intervening time to then l>e- 
ing occupied in making surveys and getting the ■nachin- 
ery, and to complete the entire work of draiiifiire w.'th'n 
one year from that date, viz: by the 1st of November, A. 
D. 1882. 

For the drainage of these lands we ask the same a* 
granted by your Board to the Apopka Canal Company, 
viz : four-fifths of all the lands reclaimed, and the privilege 
of purchasing the remaining one-fifth at a specified rate 
per acre. 

The undersigned are in possession of all the capital 
needed to complete this work, and are prepared to rTf»*ufe 
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it in strict compliance with the contract. 
(Signed) HENRY S. SANFORD, of Florida. 
R. F. SHELDON, of Philadelphia. 
EDWYNN SARLIS DAWES, of England. 
ANTHONY NORRIS, of England. 
ALEXANDER FRA3ER, of England. 
G. A. THOMSON, of England. 
J. E. INGRaHAM, of Florida.* 
ALEX. ST. CLAIR-ABRAM8, of Florida 
The Board postponed the consideration of the proposal 
until the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration should 
report the quantity of land embraced in the district pro- 
posed to be drained. * 
* The following communication was laid before the 
Board : 

Tallahassee, January 31st, 1881. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund: 

The undersigned hereby offers, for Henry K. Sanford, 
and his associates, to purchase one million acres of land, 
as follows : 

Two hundred and fifty thousand acres at 40c pet acre, 
payable all iu coupons, to be located in quantities of fltn 
acres and upwards, the whole to be selected and paid for 
in ninety days from your acceptance of this proposition. 
2d. Seven hundred and fifty thousand acre* additional 
at 40c per acre payable in coupons, one half in certificates 
or warrants of from 40 acres and upwards, and the oiher 
half to be located in bodies of 640 acres and upwards, the 
whole to be paid for in one year, from your acceptance of 
this proposition. 

As fast as these lands are selected, they are to be with- 
drawn from the market. 

It may be proper to add that Mr. San ford and his asso- 
ciates propose settling these lands with immigrants im- 
mediately. Respectfully yours. 
(Signed) ALEX ST. CLAIR-ABRAMR. 

After considerable discussion, the consideration of ihis 
proposition was postponed until another meeting. 

A letter was received from James G. Gibbes. State En- 
gineer, requesting the Board to take some action that will 
serve the purpose of designating the State Engineer as 
the proper party to perform the duties required of him 
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under the Interna! Improvement Act, of January (J, 1S5."; 
which was rend and laid on the table. 

The Attorney General, who had been appointed with 
John A. Henderson, Esq., to prepare a contract tu be 
executed by the Trustees and Hamilton Diaston and others 
for the drainage and reclamation of lands, presented a 
contract, which, after being read and amended, was 
signed by the Trustees and placed in the bands of Mr. 
Henderson to be exrcnted by the other contracting par- 
ities, the same being in duplicate. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 
M. A. Williams, Corns, on sales in December & J any, 
*177.12. 

H. A. Corley. telegrams sent and received, $A.20. 

Geo. P. Rnney, printing brief in case of Codrington vs. 
Trustees and others in the Supreme Court, IT. B. & other 
Conrt Expenses, 123.77. 

Postage for Salesman's Office November k December, 
1880, $31.10. 

The Board then adjourned. 
' Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 1, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller, 
George P. Baney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands £ 
Immigration. 
The Trustees having been served with a Subpoena from 
the T'nited States Cirenit Court for the Northern District 
of Florida, in the unit of the Western Division of the 
Western North Carolina Railroad against the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund. Aristide* Doggc't, 
The Jacksonville. Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Com- 
pany. Milton S. Littlefietd. the Florida Central Railroad 
Company and Adolph Engier, it was ordered. That the 
Solicitor of this Board procure n copy of the Bill of Com- 
plaint in said suit, enter the appearance of the Trustees 
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therein, and take sui-b other steps as the caw may require 
on behalf of the Truslees. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of \h>' propo- 
sition of Henry S. San ford and his associates for the pur- 
e-haw of one million acres of land, and the following: reso- 
lution was adopted : 

Memkfed. That this Board will sell to Henry 8. Sanford 
and his associates one million acres of the lands acquired 
under the act of fongress of September 28. 1850. at the 
average price of forty cents per acre, payable in cash or* 
coupons at the option of the purchasers, as follows, to 
wit: 

Two hundred and fifty thousand acres, to lw located 
in l>odies of six hundred and forty acres, or upwards, to 
he selected and paid for within ninety days after the adop- 
tion of this resolution, at the rate of fifty cents per acre. 
Whereupon, deeds will be made and delivered to the said 
Henry S. San ford and his associates, or to such person or 
pel-sons as they may direct, for two hnndred thousand 
acres of the two hundred and fifty thousand acres so se- 
lected and paid for. 

The remaining seven hundred and fifty thousand a'-re*. 
to he located in bodies of six hundred and forty acres, or 
upwards, to be selected and paid for within one year 
after the adoption of this resolution, at the following 
prices: Five hundred thousand acres at forty cents per 
acre, and two hundred and fifty thonsand acre* at thirty 
cents per acre. Upon payment for the first fwo hundred 
and fiftv thousand acres of the last mentioned seven hun- 
dred and fifty thousand acres, at forty cents ner acre, 
deed* will lie made and delivered as aforesaid for the re- 
maining fifty thousand acres, under the first selection and 
for two hundred thousand aci-es of the Inst selection, upon 
payment for Ihe next two hundred and fifty thousand 
acres at forty cents per acre, deeds will be made and deliv- 
ered, as aforesaid, for nil- lands selected, except fifty thous- 
and acres of the last selection. And noon payment for 
the last two hundred and fifty thousand acres, at thirty 
cents ner acre, deeds will be made and delivered ;»s afore- 
said for all the remaining lands selected and paid for. All 
lands selected and reported to the Salesman shall be 
withdrawn from market until the fnll nunntttv i« *■*»?*■< -t*>«t. 
In case of a failure to pay for the fnll quantify of one 
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mil Hon acres within the time stipulated, such lands as 
shall have been selected but not conveyed by deed, shall be 
restored to market by the Trustees, and the said San ford 
and associates shall have no claim thereto nor to any 
mone.VB or coupon certificates paid in. 

Should the purchasers desire it, certificates will be 
issued to them, in lieu of specific lands, for one half of the 
last selected seven hundred and fifty thousand acres, an- 
thorizing the holder to locate the same upon anj of snid 
lands, said certificates being each for the quantity of six 
hundred and forty acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 4, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I). Bloxham, Governor. 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A, L'Eogle. Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Uinds & 
Immigration. 
The Secretary laid before the Board a letter and [several 
telegraphic dispatches from Senator Call to R. B. Hilton. 
Esq., conveying the information that certain parties stand 
ready to (guarantee the mouey to pay the first mortgage 
bondr of the Tensacola and Georgia Railroad Company if 
the- Governor and Trustees will agree to institute proceed- 
ings to sell the road and buy it in the interest of the ori- 
ginal Btock, it being agreed that for any excess of the pur- 
chase money at the sale over the amount of the balance of 
interest and purchase money due on the sale of I860, the 
parties fnrnishing the money to pay the first mortgage 
bonds will provide it. It being also understood that ihey 
will guaranty some reasonable proportion of the county 
and Internal Improvement stock, to be apportioned ac- 
cording to the value of the property. It being further 
understood and guaranteed that the railroad will be ex- 
tended without delay by parties of character and finan- 
cial ability. Senator Call further suggested that if the 
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Trustees will agree to act in the interest of the original 
stock, and sue in the Supreme Court of the United States 
for the proper process to sell the road, and buy it' for 
the original stock, he thinks it probable that the title of 
the road can be settled in a new company, of whu h a part 
of the stock can be held by our own people, ami n )»art of 
the county indebtedness paid, and the means umtiiml for 
the completion of the road to Penhicola — that if Governor 
Bloxham will take hold of the mutter, there can be no 
doubt, in his i' Call's) opinion, firnt. That the purchase 
money due on the sale of I8(if* belong* to the owners of the 
property at the time of the sale, that is, the stockholders. 

2d. That if the Hen of the first mortgage debt is paid, 
or in any way discharged, the purchase money is payable 
to the stockholders, and is subject to their disposal. If 
all the indebtedness of the Pensaiola and Georgia Kail- 
road Company is taken up and held by the original stock, 
the balance of the purchase money is due and subject to 
the control of the original stork, and the title may be per- 
fected in the persons furnishing ihe money, subject to 
such conditions as may be agreed on. 

The letter and dispatches were i-ead and the considera- 
tion of the same postponed to another meeting. 

A letter was received from 51 r. Charles P. Greenough, 
administrator with the will annexed of Francis Vose, de- 
ceased, enclosing two deeds for lands sold by the Trustees 
to said Vose. and requesting the Trustees to execute new 
deeds for said lands conveying them to bim as Trustee 
for the heirs. 

Qrdrrnl. That the Salesman mum the dee»l« ti» Mr. 
Greenough. and state the reasons why his request ninno* 
be complied with. 

An account was presented on Jyhnlf of W, If. Walker. 
Sheriff of Wakulla County, for $175 being one fonrth the 
estimated value of cednr timber seized by him: which ac- 
connt was not approved. 

The Secretary laid before the Hoard a petition from 
several citizens of Orange county alleeinc that there is no 
evidence in the field that Township 21. South. Range S2. 
Kast, was ever actually surveyed, and representing the 
inconvenience resulting therfrom, and asking that a sur- 
vey of said township be made by the iHnte. r l> r - greater 
part thereof being State land. 
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Ordered. That the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion inquire into and nscertain the cost of such enrrey, 
and report to the Board. 

An application wan received from Reuben Marsh asking 
for the cancellation of entries Nos. 7054, 7073 and 7074 
made by him, embracing the HWi of SWi Section 23, 
NWi of NWJ Section 26, and the SE} of NKJ .uid SE I 
of BEJ Section 27. TownBhip 16, South, Range 30, East, 
which lands did not belong to the Fund and were there- 
fore illegally sold, and asking to be refunded the amount 
he had to pay to the United States for the entry of said 
lands ($211.27) and interest thereon for six years and" 
four mouths at eight per cent. ($107.03) and amount paid 
for the drawing of a deed of relinquishment to the Trus- 
tees ($5), the said deed being filed. 

Ordered. That said entries lie canceled, and that the 
Treasurer refund to Mr. Marsh one hundred and sixty 
dollars and forty cents, the amount paid by him for the 
purchase of said lands. 

The Board proceeded to the election of a Treuauvt.T. 
and Henry A. T/Engle was elected, bin term to coininrncp 
on the filing and approval of his bond. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. February 9, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham. Governor, 
nenrv A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George T. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Porley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A. St. Clair- Abrams. Esq., appeared before the Board on 
behalf of Gen. H. S. Sanford. and requested a modification 
of the resolution adopted on the 1st inst. agreeing to sell 
him one million acres of land, so far as the naid resolu- 
tion provides for withholding fifty thousand acres nf the 
selected lauds until the entire quantity is paid for: I be 
consideration of which request was postponed until an- 
other meeting. 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted; 

Whereas. Gcb. H. S. Hun ford has tailed to areept the 
I it-"] limit ion of the Trustees of the In tern a 1 Iui|'i oveineiit 
Fund on the 10th Decembe r last to sell him 27)11,000 kerei 
of land at fifty cents per acre, and has prewmted other 
propositions for the consideration of the Board: 

Krimlred. That the rem I tit ion of I to-ember 10th lte mil 
the same is hereby reset tided. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. V. BLOXHAM. President. 

TITGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. February 10, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Fresent ; William I>. Rloxham, Governor, 
Henry A. T/Eugle. Treasurer. 
Gen. V. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Tor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Rf Halved. That the proviso in the resolution adopted 
.lannnry 13, that purchasers of Swamp Land Indemnity 
Certificates embracing more lhan 15,000 acres of land 
may pay the entire purchase money in coupon certifi- 
cates, shull apply also to the purchase of the same ovan- 
tity of swamp lands. 

Entry No. 9265. made by William Miller Jnne 19, t$8»>, 
of Lots Nos. 1 and .1, Section 11. Township 2. South, 
Range 19, West, having Iteen erroneously made. Lot No. I 
having been previously entered, and said land* having 
been reeonveyed to the Trustees by the said William Mil- 
ler, it waf. Ordered. That said entry be canceled and that 
the purchase money, amounting to seventy dollars and 
fifty-eight cents be refunded to the said Miller, 

The sccount of E. J. Berry. Timber Agent, for travel- 
ing expenses during the month of January, amounting to 
$48.50. was presented and approved. 

Ilenry A. T/Engle. elected Treasurer of the Board 1 , pre- 
sented his bond, which wait approved, and is in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 
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State of Florida, ( 
County of Ijeon. ( 

Know ail men by tb«se presents. That we, Henry A. 
L'Engle. Francis F. L/Engle and James P. Taliaferro are 
held and firmly liotind unto William D. Bloxham, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida, and to bis successors in of- 
fice, for the use, benefit and protection of all whom it may 
at any time or does concern, in the snm of ten thousand 
dollars, lawful money of the United States of America. 
for the payment whereof well and truly to be made, we 
hind ourselves and onr heirs, executors and administra- 
tors, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents — 
Signed and Sealed this ninth day of February A. D. 1881. 

The condition of this obligation is sneh. that, Whereaa, 
the said Henry A. L'Engle, the Treasurer of the State 
uf Florida, has been appointed and elected Treasurer of 
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of said State, and required by a resolution of the 
Board to execute a bond in the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars for the faithful performance of his duties as such. 
Treasurer of said Board of Trustees: Now, if the said 
Henry A. L'Engle shall in all things Jaithfolly and 
promptly perform and discharge his duties as Treasurer 
of such Board of Trustees, then this obligation shall be 
void, but otherwise remain of full force and virtue. 

Witness our hands and seals the day and year above 
written : 

Signed & Sealed ^| (8igned) Henry A. L'Engle, (L.S.) 
in onr presence. ^ „ Francis F. L'Engle, (L. JS.) 

i Signed) i « James P. Taliaferro, (L.8.) 

L. A. Hardee. -* 
The following resolutions were adopted: 
Resolved, That for the purpose of aiding in the work of 
reclamation undertaken by the Apopka Canal Company, 
said Company are authorised to sell three thousand acres 
of the land which they have stipulated to drain under 
their contract with this Board: Provided, that tfce 
moneys received for said lands shall be applied exclu- 
sively to the prosecution of said work. And, in order to 
insure the proper application of said moneys, the same 
shall he paid to this Board, from time to time, as sales 
are made, and shall be paid out by the Treasurer upon 
the drafts or orders of said Company for labor done or 
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material b furnished in carrying on the work of reclama- 
tion. Upon payment for any of said lands as aforesaid, 
deeds will be made conveying the lands to the Company, 

Resolved, further. That this Board reserves the right 
to designate Mine person as the agent of the Trustees to 
examine alt accounts for which drafts or orders may he 
drawn upon the Treasurer of the Board under these res. 
ol ul inns, and none shall Ik; paid without his approval. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of the pi-nj- 
o«ition «jf Gen. Henry S. Sanford and his associates for 
the drainage of the overflowed lands in the valley of the 
Oc Ida wah a river, and the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 

Be it Ittnuhul hy the Board of Trustee* of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. That Henry S. Sanford and his asso- 
ciates are hereby authorized to drain and reclaim the 
swamp and overflowed lands adjacent to Lake Harris, 
Lake EuBtis and Lake Griffin and the Ocklawaha river 
between Lake Eustis and the lines dividing Townships 
Fifteen and Sixteen, South, to wit : 

The West half of the North East quarter, the West 
half of the Sotfth East quarter, the South East quarter of 
the Sonth East quarter, and the West half of Section 
Two; all of Section Three; the East half, and the Sonth 
East quarter of the South Went quarter of Section Ten: 
all of tSeetion Eleven; the North East quarter, the East 
half of the South East quarter, the South West quarter 
of the Sonth East quarter, and the West half of Section 
Twelve; all of Section Thirteen ; the East half, the No*th 
West quarter, and the South West quarter of the Sonth 
Weet quarter of Section Fourteen ; the North East quar- 
ter, the East half of the North West quarter, the North 
West quarte» of the North West quarter, and the East 
half of the South East quarter of Section Fifteen; (he 
North East quarter of the North East quarter of Section 
Twenty-two; the North half of the North East quarter of 
Section Twenty-three; the East half, the North West 
quarter, and the East half of the South West quarter of 
Section Twenty-four; and the North East quarter of See- 
tion Twenty-five; in Township Sixteen. South, or Ringe 
Twenty-three. East. 

The North East quarter, the North East quarter of the 
North West quarter, and the East half of the Sonth East 
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quarter of Seetion Twenty-one; the North West quarter, 
the North East quarter of the South West quarter, and 
the West half of the South West quarter of Section 
Twenty -two ; the South half of the South We8t quarter of 
Section Twenty-four; all of Section Twenty five; the 
South JEast quarter of the North East quarter, and the 
North East quarter of the South East quarter of Seetioa 
Twenty sis; the North East quarter of the South West 
quarter of Section Twenty -seven ; the East half of the 
North East quarter, the South West quarter of rhe North 
Eaat quarter, the South East quarter of the North We»t 
quarter of £he South West quarter of Section Twenty- 
eight ; the North East quarter of the South East quarter of 
Section Twenty-nine; the East half of the North East 
quarter, the North West quarter of the North East quar- 
ter, the North East quarter of the North West quarter, 
and the West half of the North West quarter of Section 
Thirty-five ;*in Township Nineteen, South, of Kange Tweu 
ty- three, East. 

The West half of the North West quarter, the West half 
■if the South East quarter, and the South West quarter 
of Section Five; all of Section Six; the North West 
quarter of the North East quarter, the West half of thp 
North West quarter, and the West half of the South West 
quarter of Section Seven ; the North East quarter, thp 
West half of the South East quarter, the South Eas^qnar- 
ter of the South East quarter, and the West half of Sec- 
tion Eight; the West half of the North West quarter of 
Section Nine; the West half of the North East quarter, 
the South East quarter, and the West half of Section 
Seventeen ; the South half of the North East quarter, and 
the West half of Section Eighteen; the South half of the 
North East quarter, the South East quarter, and the 
West half of Section Nineteen; all of Section Twenty; 
the West half of Section Twenty -one ; the North East quar- 
ter of the North West quarter, and the South West quar- 
ter of Section Twenty-five; the West half of Section 
Twenty-nine; the East half, the North West quarter, and 
the North half of the South West quarter of Section 
Thirty: the North East quarter, the East half r.f the 
North West quarter, and the North West qua iter of the 
North West quarter of Section Thirty-two: the South 
West quarter of the North West quarter of Section Thir- 
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ty-thrce: and I lie Smith West qnarter of the North KMt 
([ttlter, mid tin- East half of I he North West quarter, 
and tin* Smith East quarter, and the East luilf of tiit 
Smith West quarter of Section Thirty six; in Township 
Fixteen. Somh. of Range Twenty-four, Rant. 

The West half of the North Kast quarter, and the Bontb 
EaBt quarter of Section One; the West half of th" North 
East fiuarter. the East half of the North Wear i|tiu r>. ■••,-. 
the South West quarter of the North West quarter, and 
the South West quarter of Section Twelve; the West half 
of (lie North West quartet-, and the Went half of the Smut 
West quarter of Section Thirteen; ilie East twilf of the 
South East quarter of Section Fourteen; in Towitxtti|i 
Seventeen. South, of Range Twenty-four. Ea«t. 

Thp Ixir numbered Ten of Seetion Twenty Mv<>; tin- 
Sonttl half of the South East quarter of Section Twcnn- 
nix; ihe North half of the Konth East quarter. ;hc Bart 
half of the Sonth West i|narter. and .he North West quar- 
ter nf the South West quarter of Set-lion Thiriv the; ,m«l 
the Lot* hnmbetfd One and Six. tl.e North ho If of the 
Lots numbered Seven and eight, and the fiouth half of the 
Ixit numbered Ten of Section Thirty-Six: in Township 
Eighteen. Smith, of Range Twenty-four. East, 

The Soath half of the South Rant quarter, and the North 
West quarter of the North West nnnrter eif Section '•'n-o; 
the N0M1 East qnarter, the South West quarter of ihe 
North West quarter, the North East qnarter of the Sonth 
East qnarter. the West half of the South East quarter 
the East half nf the Sonth West quarter, and the North 
West quarter of the Smith West quarter of Seetion Three; 
the North West quarter nf the North East quarter, and 
lh*> North East quarter of the North West quarter of Sec- 
tion Ten : tbe North half of the North East quarter of Sec- 
tion Eleven; the East half of the North West quarter, the 
Sonth East quarter of the South East ouarter. the West 
half of the South East nuarter. and the Sooth Wnst ~»vir 
ter of Section Twenty-nine: the Sonth half of the North 
East QiwrtW. and the South half of Seetion Thirtv: Ihe 
North E.ist onarfor. nnil the West half of Section ThiHy- 
one : tbe South West quarter of the North East qnarter. 
tbe South Fast ouarter of the North "West qnnrler. the 
West half of the North West quarter, and the Smith half 
of Section Thirty-two : the South Fast qnarter of the 
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Pnuth East quarter, and the South West quarter of the 
South West quarter of Section Thirty-three; and the 
Booh Ea«t quarter of the South East quarter, and the 
South half of the South West quarter of Beetles Thirty 
four, in Township Nineteen. South, nf Range Twenty four. 
East. 

The South East quarter, and the East half or llie South 
West quarter of Section Four; the West half of the North 
East quarter of Section Six; the East half of the \orth 
East quarter, the North West quarter of the North Cast 
quarter, the North East quarter of the North West quar- 
ter, and the West half of the North Went quarter of See- 
tion Eight: the North half nf the North East quarter, and 
the North half of the North West quarter of Section 
Nine; the South half of the North East quarter, the E;ist 
half of the North West quarter, the North W;*st quarter 
of the North West quarter, the North West quarter of the 
South East quarter, and the East half of the South West 
quarter of Section Ten; in Township Twenty. Soulh. of 
Range Twenty-four. East, 

The South West quarter of the South West quarter of 
Section Nineteen; the North West quarter of the Xorth 
West quarter, and the North West quarter of the South 
West quarter of Section Thirty; the South West quarter 
of the North West quarter, the West half of the South 
West quarter, and the South East quarter of the South 
East quarter of Section Thirty-one; the South East quar- 
ter of the South East quarter, and the South West quar- 
ter of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-two ; and 
the South West quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty three; in Township Sixteen, Sonth, of Ttaniee 
Twenty-five. East. 

The North West quarter, nnd the South half of Ihe 
Smith East quarter of Section Pom*, the South West 
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Five; the 
Lots numhered One. Two, Three, Four, Five and Six. the 
South half of the North East quarter, the West half of 
the South East quarter, and the South East quarter of 
the Sonth East quarter of Section Six; the East half of 
Section Seven ; the West half of Section Ei?ht; <he 
North half of the North East quarter of Section Nine; the 
North West quarter of the North West quarter, and 'he 
North East quarter of the South West quarter ^f Se-'Hon 
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Ten; the East half, and the East hulf of the South Wei* 
quarter of Sevtion Fifteen; the South half of the North 
East quarter, the South Eart quarter, and the West half 
of Section Seventeen; the East half, and the Lot uumber 
ed Five of Section Eighteen ; the Lot numbered nue, und 
the North West quarter of the North East quarter of Sec- 
tion Nineteen ; the North half of the North East quarter, 
the North East qunrter of the North West quarter, and 
the South West quarter of the South West quarter of 
Section Twenty; the North West quarter of the North 
East quarter, the North half of the North West quarter, 
and the South East quarter of the South East quarter of 
.Section Twenty-one; the North West quarter of the 
" North West quarter, the South West quarter of the South 
East quarter, and the South West quarter of Section 
Twenty-eight ; the South East quarter of the Norl li East 
quarter, the West half of the North East quarter, the 
North East quarter of the North West quarter, the West 
half of the North West quarter, the East half of the South 
East quarter, the South We«t quarter of the Smith Tiist 
quarter, the South East quarter of the South West quar- 
ter, and the West half of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Twenty-nine; the South East quarter of the North 
East quarter, and the South East quarter of Sec tlnu Thir- 
ty; the East half, and the East half of the North West 
quarter of Section Thirty-one; all of Section Thirty-two; 
the East half, the North West quarter, and the North 
half of the South West qunrter of Section Thirty -three: 
and the South half of the North East ouarter. the Ko"th 
half of the North West quarter, the West half of the 
South East quarter, and the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty-four; in Township Seventeen, South, of Range 
Twenty-five, East. 

The West half of Section Three; the East half, the 
East half of the North West quarter, the North West 
quarter of the North West quarter, and the South Enst 
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Four: the 
North half, the North West quarter of "he South East 
quarter, the East half of the South West nnnrt»r n ncl 
the North West quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Five; the Lots numbered One. Two nM W**** -id 
the West half of the South East quarter of Section Six; 
the North West quarter, the South EaBt quarter of the 
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South East quarter, the West half of the Routh East 
quarter, the North East quarter of the Routh West quar- 
ter, and the West half of the Routh West quarter of Sec- 
tion Eight; the Routh EaBt quarter of Section Nine; the 
North East quarter of the North East quarter, the North 
West quarter, the East half of the Routh East quarter, 
the west half of the South West quarter, and the South 
East quarter of the South West quarter of Section Ten; 
the North West quarter of the North West quarter, and 
the South West quarter of Section Eleven; the West half, 
nnd the South East quarter of Section Fourteen ; the East 
half of the North East quarter, the East half of the 
Routh East quarter, and the North West quarter of the 
North West quarter of Section Fifteen; the Lots num- 
Itered Two, Three, Four. Five, Six and Seven, of Section 
Seventeen; all of fractional Section Twenty; the South 
East quarter of the North East quarter, the West half 
of the North East quarter, the South East quarter, and 
the West half of Section Twenty-one; the North East 
quarter, the East half of the North West quarter, the 
South West quarter of the North West quarter, the 
North half of the South East quarter, and the South 
West quarter of Section Twenty-two; the South West 
quarter of the South East quarter, and the South West 
quarter of Section Twenty-three; the North West quarter 
of the North West quarter of Section Twenty -four; the 
West half of the South East quarter, and the East half 
of the South West quarter of Section Twenty-five; the 
West half of the North East quarter, the North West 
quarter, and the North half of the South West quarter of 
Rection Twenty-six; the Routh half of the North East 
quarter, the North West quarter, the North East quarter 
of the South East quarter, the West half of the South 
East quarter, the East half of the South West quarter, 
and the North West quarter of the South West quarter 
of Section Twenty -seven ; all of Section Twenty-eight; 
all of fractional Section Twenty nine; the South half of 
the North East quarter, and the North West quarter of 
Section Thirty-three; the North East quarter of the 
South East quarter of Section Thirty-four; and the North 
East quarter, the North East quarter of the North West 
quarter, the East half of the South East quarter, the 

fell' 
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Kortli West quarter of the South East quarter, and the 
South WeBt quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty-six; in Township Eighteen, South, of Range 
Twenty-five. East. 

The North East quarter of the South East quarter of 
Section Nine; the North West quarter of the South West 
quarter of Section Ten; the North East quarter of the 
North East quarter of Section Eleven; the South half 
«f the North East quarter, and the North East quarter 
of the North West quarter of Section Twelve; the West 
half of the North East quarter, the North West quarter, 
the Sou tli East quarter of the South East quarter, the 
North West quarter of the South East quarter, and the 
South East quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirteen; the South half of the Lot numbered One 
of Section Twenty; the South West quarter of the North 
West quarter of the South West quarter, and the North 
East quarter of the South EaBt quarter of Section Twen- 
ty-one; the North West quarter of the South West quar- 
ter of Section Twenty -two; the Lots numbered One 
Three, Four and Five, and the South East quarter of the 
South West quarter of Section Twenty-four; the Lots 
numbered One, Two and Three, and the South half of 
the Lot numbered Four of Section Twenty-eight; and 
the North half of the Lot numbered Seven of Section 
Thirty six; in Township Nineteen, South, of Range 
Twenty-five, East. 

Tie Lot numbered One and the North East quarter of 
the South East quarter of Section One, in Township 
Twenty-one. South, of Range Twenty-five, East. 

The South West quarter of the North West quarter 
and the North West quarter of the South West quarter 
of Section Twenty -two; the North East quarter of the 
North EaBt quarter, the South half of the North West 
quarter, and the North half of the South West quarter 
of Section Twenty-eight ; and the South West quarter of 
the North West quarter, the South West quarter of the 
South East quarter, and the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty-four; in Township Seventeen, South, of 
Range Twenty -six, East. 

The Lots numbered' One, Two and Three and the 
South West quarter of the North West quarter of Sec- 
tion Four; the North East quarter of the North East 
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quarter, the West half of the North East quarter, the 
Went half of the South Kant quarter, the South East 
quarter of the South East quarter, and the West half of 
Section Six; the Weft half of the North East quarter, 
and the East half of the North West qaarter of Section 
Eight; the North East quarter of the North West quar- 
ter, the East half of the South East quarter, and the 
Kouth West quarter of the South East quarter of Section 
Ten ; the South West quarter of the South West quarter. 
of Section Fourteen; all of fractional Section Eighteen; 
the South West quarter of the North East quarter, the 
South East quarter, the East half of the South West 
quarter, and the South West quarter of the South West 
quarter of Section Twenty two; the South half of the 
South East quarter of Section Twenty-six ; the Lots num- 
bered One, Two, Three, Four and Five of Section Twen- 
ty-eight; and the North West quarter of Section Thirty- 
four; in Township Eighteen, South, of Range Twenty- 
six, East. 

The Lot numbered Two, the South half of the North 
East quarter, and the North half of the South East quar- 
ter of Section Two ; the Lots numbered One, Two, Three 
and Six of Section Six ; the Lots numbered Three and 
Four of Section Eighteen; all of fractional Section 
Nineteen ; the Lot numbered FoMr, and the South West 
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Twenty- 
one; the Lots numbered' Two, Three and Four, and the 
Sonth East quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty; the North East quarter of the North West 
quarter of Section Thirty -one; in Township Nineteen, 
South, of Range Twenty-six, East, 

The North half of the North East quarter of Section 
Seven ; the South West quarter of the South East quarter, 
and the South half of the South West quarter of Section 
Nine ; the South East quarter of the South West quarter 
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section 
Seventeen ; the South East quarter of the North East 
quarter, and the Lot numbered Five of Section Eighteen ; 
the fractional North half, the North West quarter of 
the South East quarter, the North East quarter of the 
South West quarter, and the West half of the South West 
quarter of Section Twenty ; the North West quarter of 
Section Twenty-one; and the Lots numbered Three and 
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Four of Section Thirty-one ; in Township Twenty, South, 
of Range Twenty-six, East. 

AM of Section Six, and the North half of the North 
Wes* quarter of Section Seven, in Township Twenty-one, 
South, of Range Twenty -six, East. 

Be it further Resolved, That when the said Henry S. 
Sanford and his associates shall drain said lands and 
render them fit for cultivation, and shall, under the law- 
ful authority thereunto to he had and obtained, construct 
a canal or' canals from Lake E list is or Late Harris to the 
point where the Ocklawaka river crosses the line dividing 
Townships Fifteeu and Sixteen, South, said canal or 
canals to be of sufficient depth audi width to be naviga- 
ble for steam-boats drawing thirty inches of water and 
of not less than twenty feet beam, and for such boats to 
pass each other, and shall construct such locks as will 
prevent damage and injury to the Lakes by the with- 
drawal of the water, and shall furnish to this Board 
proof of the completion of said canal or canals, and the 
construction of said locks, and the permanent drainage 
and reclamation of at least three- fourths of said lands, 
this Board will convey^ to the said Henry S. Sanford and 
his associates, or to their assigns, four-fifths of the kinds 
mentioned in these resolutions; saving and reserving, 
however, to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor 
Railroad Company any rightB it may now have, or may 
hereafter acquire, in and to the odd-numbered Sections 
of land lying within six miles of the route of said Com- 
pany's road: Provided, however, That the necessary 
surveys shall have been made, and the machinery pur- 
chased and brought into this State, and the work com- 
menced on the canal, on or before the first day of Novem- 
ber next, and the entire work of drainage completed on 
or before the first day of November, Eighteen hundred 
and eighty-two, and proof thereof made within one month 
thereafter. 

Be it further Resolved, That every forty acre lot, or 
other equivalent legal subdivision, shall be considered 
reclaimed under these resolutions, when the greater part 
thereof has been rendered fit for the cultivation of corn, 
cotton, or sugar-cane, or the ground has been placed in 
such condition that it will become fit for such cultivation 
bj the drying oi the soil without further artificial drain- 
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age. In selecting the four-fifths to which the said San- 
ford and associates may be entitled under these resolu- 
tions, the tracts shall be taken in regular order, in bodies 
or tracts of six hundred and forty acres, the said Sanford 
and associates taking four tracts and leaving one for the 
fond, until the full quantity has been apportioned. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Floirda, Fe'*ruary 11, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I>. Bkixhani, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. " 
George P. Kaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A- Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
A petition was received from the East Florida Rail- 
way Company, a corporation organized under the general 
laws of the State, submitting the plans and specification 
of the construction of the road, and requesting that said 
plans and specification be approved, and that the Trus- 
tees will convey to said Company, as the road progresses, 
alternate sections of Swamp and overflowed lands lying 
within six miles of said road, and where there is an in- 
sufficiency of mch lands within six miles of said road, to 
make up the number of acres to which the Company are 
entitled in alternate sections within twenty miles of said 
road. 

The consideration of the petition was postponed, and 
in the meantime, it was Ordered. That the Swamp and 
overflowed la ode in the odd-numbered sections lying 
within six miles on either side of the route of the East 
Florida Railway, be reserved from sale until the further 
Order of this Board. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest: * 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. February 17, 18S1. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William I). Bloxhnm, Governor. 
William ]>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Harry A. L'Eugle, Treasurer. 
George 1'. Kaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A letter was received on behalf of Gea. Henry S. Saa- 
ford and his associates accepting the terms of the resolu- 
tions adopted on the 10th instant in relation to the drain- 
age of the lands in the Ocklawaha valley, and requesting 
that the lands designated in said resolutions be with- 
drawn from market. 

Ordered. That the lands designated in the resolutions 
of the 10th instant, authorizing Henry S. Sanford and 
his associates to drain and reclaim the same, be with- 
drawn from market. 

•The following letter was received from the Atlantic, 
Gulf and West India Transit Company ; 
To the Honorable, the Trustees of Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida. 

The Atlantic, Gulf and West Judia Transit Company, 
successors of the purchasers of the Florida Railroad, 
respectfully represent that, according to their calcula- 
tion, the amount which has been paid into the Sinking 
Fund for purchase money and semi-annual payments 
since first November, 1806, (without taking into account 
what may have been paid in by the Company before the 
sale) has l>een sufficient, invested as the law requires, to 
produce more than the sum requisite for discharging the 
outstanding bonds at their maturity in the year 1891; 
and that, this being the case, they think they should not 
be called upon to make any further payments into the 
fund, the purpose of the law being satisfied when the 
provision has been made for the payment of such out- 
standing In in (Is 

They, therefore, ask that you will appoint a Committee 
of your number to make the requisite computations, and 



t *This was an old letter nit bout date which came into the hand* 
of the Secretary and wu supposed to be a recent inquiry. Should 
not have b»n embraced in the proceedings. See s'ubaequeat 
correspondence with Mr. Yulee. 
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that upon their report, you will take such action as may 
accord with right and law. 

The At, <L 1 W. I. Transit t'omnv. 

By. D.L. YULEE, V. P. 

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to the communica- 
tion of the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit Com- 
pany, and call their attention to the fact that the cus- 
tody and administration of the Sinking fund of the Flor- 
ida Railroad hi* been withdrawn from the Trustees by 
an order of the U. S. Court in the suit of Francis Vose 
et al. vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fnnd et al. and placed in the hands of Aristides Doggett, 
Special Master and Receiver. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Secretary inquire 
of A. Doggett, Receiver, what action he has taken to- 
wards collecting and investing the interest upon the 
Bonds belonging to the Kinking Funds of the Tallahas- 
see Railroad and Florida. Atlantic and Gulf Central 
Railroad, said bonds being in bis hands under order of 
the court. 

The bill of Hugh A, Corky, amounting to |23 for trav- 
eling expenses to, at and from Jacksonville, for the pur- 
pose of getting information from A. Doggett, Esq., re- 
specting the amount of indebtedness of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, was presented and approved: % 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXITAM. 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



• Tallahassee. Florida, February 18, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham,, Governor. 

William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 

George P. Baney. Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands ft 
Immigration. 
The Governor stated to the Board that A. St. Clalr- 
Abrams. Esq.. Attorney and Agent of Gen. Henry 8. San- 
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ford and his associates, requested a modification of lie 
resolution adopted on the 1st met. in reference to a sale 
of one million acres of land, so far as the same provides 
for a reservation of DO, WO acres of the lands selected un- 
til the whole quantity shall be paid for. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the first day 
of February agreeiug to gel I to Gen. Henry S. San ford 
and his associates one million acres of !aud, be so mo li- 
ned that the lands selected shall be conveyed by deed as 
paid for in quantities of two hundred and fifty thousand 
acre*: Provided, Gen. Banford and his associates shall 
first enter into a contract with the Trustees binding 
themselves to select and pay for the entire one million 
acres within one year: ProvUted, further, that if, at the 
end of the year, the entire quantity of one million acres 
has not been paid for, the Trustees may, at their option 
annul the contract as to the lands not selected and paid 
for. Gen. San ford and his associates to be allowed 
thirty days to accept this modification of the resolution, 
and to enter into the contract provided for — 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. P. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. OORLEY, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 22, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller, 
nenry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following com- 
munications from John C. Chambers. President of th« 
Midland Railway. Drainage and Canal Company: 
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Tallahassee, Feb. 18, 18S1. 
His Excellency, W. D. Bloxham, 

Uovernor of Florida. 
Dear -Sir : 

Since the courteous reception yon gave us yesterday 
for the purpose of ascertaining from you some facta bear- 
ing on the present position of our company, we have 
thought it proper to lay the matter before you in writ- 
ing. • 

Now, that we have at hand the capital necessary for 
carrying on those portions of the works which have al- 
ready been commenced, a ad for proceeding with other 
works, and have made arrangements for the dispatch of 
immigrants as soon as the way is clear for tLem, we are 
desirous of haviug the assurance of your Board of Trat- 
teea that no difficulty will be placed in our way in gain- 
ing possession of the lands to which we believe we" Bhall 
become entitled under our charter as our works progress. 

We can assure your Excellency that a very keen desire 
exists in onr circle of capitalists in England to secure 
for themselves the advantages they see can be obtained 
by a bold and immediate investment of money in this 
State. 

The modus operandi prsjKwed by those gentlemen is a* 
follows : 

To secure by written agreement the right of purchase 
or bire of certain improved lands which are the property 
of members of this Company, and which are now ready 
for cultivatiou. 

To forward a suitable detachment of immigrants to be 
placed on the land prepared to receive them. 

To carry a line of railroad through the district for the 
transport of supplies and produce. 

To establish a Bank and Land Agency for the purposes 
of making advances of money to immigrants and others 
upon land and crops, receiving deposits, and allotting 
lands to intending purchasers. 

As soon as the necessary surveys have been made and 
the plans matured, to proceed with the drain ige and 
reclamation works in the Okeechobee and Kissimmee Dis- 
tricts, on which a start has already been made going far 
to prove the practicability of this large enterpiise. 
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As the immigration movement advances, it is proposed 
to posh forward the railway in advance of the land al- 
ready cleared. 

In order to secure the continued co-operation of our 
circle of Knglisli capitalist*, in diverting to this State a 
large portion of the tide of immigration they are able to 
control, and in inventing their capital in extensive works 
at first unremunerative, it i* necessary that we should be 
able to demonstrate to them the securit*of the ground 
upon which they are venturing, and the. undeniable 
profits to be ultimately earned. 

We believe this end could be attained by a resolution 
of the Board of Trustees agreeing to withdraw from 
sale all swamp and overflowed lands accraiog to the 
Company in the Okeechol>ee and Kissimmee Districts, on 
the continuation in a substantial manner of their works 
on the Caloosahatchie river; further, by a resolution of 
the Board appropriating to our Company an amount of 
land along onr line of railway, as it is completed, in place 
of that to which we should he entitled had not some por- 
tions been already sold: and further, by an assurance 
from your Excellency that the rights conferred by our 
charter are still in our possession and have not been 
curtailed by any subsequent charter granted to any other 
company. Knowing the deep interest you take in the 
prosperity of the State, and in projects of immigration, 
we believe that von will be glad to strengthen our hands 
in this way. 

We have the honor to be. 

Your Obedient Servant 
(Signed* JOHN" C. CHAMBERS. Brest. 
Midland Railway, Drainage & Canal Co. , 

Tallahassee, Feb. 22. 1881. 
Hon. W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

Sir: 

It has come to nry knowledge that a false impression 
is being made in regard to the position of tho Midland 
Railway. Drainage and Canal Company, and T deem it 
my duty, as President of tV'e Company, as well as to the 
Interests of the State, to call your attention to the fact 
that the contemplated contract with Coryell apparently 
covers ground the rights of which have been chartered 
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by the legislature to us and also contracted for, by the 
Internal Improvement Board, and that out company has 
complied with the requirements of its charter to the let- 
ter; and as the eight Commissioners on the part of the 
State, provided for by the Charter, have never met, nor 
made an unfavorable report to the Executive, thereby 
empowering you to take from us our chartered fran- 
chises, and as we stand a legally chartered company to- 
day, we ask tttt your Board do no hasty act to destroy 
confidence in the government of Florida abroad, and 
thereby drive away capital and immigration that onr 
company has secured for the State based npon onr char- 
tered privileges granted by the people of Florida; but 
on the contrary, ask that the Board meet at its earliest 
convenience and act upon the communication heretofore 
submitted for your action and now in your hands. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) JOITX C. CHAMBERS, 

Preet. Midland R. D. & C. Company. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board certified 
copies of orders made in the TJ. S. Circuit Court, at 
Jacksonville, as follows : 

United States Circuit Court, 
Northern District of Florida. 
Chas, P. Greenough, Adrar. for the ^ 
estate of Francis Vose, deceased, et al. ; 

Geo. F. Drew, et al. Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund et al. I 

On motion of J. B. C. Drew. Esq.. Solicitor for the 
Complainants, Geo. P. Raney, Eaqr., Solicitor for the 
Defendants, consenting. 

Ordered, That William D. Bloxham, Governor, Wil- 
liam D. Barnes. Comptroller, Henry A. L'Engle, Treas- 
urer, Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and Im- 
migration, and George P. Raney, Esqr. Attorney General, 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, 
be and the same are hereby made parties defendant to 
tfais suit in place of the present defendants. Done and 
Ordered in open Court this February 21st A. D. 1881. 

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge. 
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United States Circuit Court, 5th Circuit. 
Northern District of Florida. 

Chas. P. Greenoogh, Aduir. Estate of 
Freneis Vose. 



I 



vs. ^ In Equity. 

The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the State of Florida, et als. J 

Upon reading and considering the petition of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund filed herein, 
it is Ordered, That the said Trustees he and are allowed 
to pay, out of any moneys, proceeds of sales of lands, 
now held by them or which may come into their hands, 
any necessary expenses incurred in completing the 
swamp laud indemnity investigations: Provided, how- 
ever, that more thau twelve hundred dollars, in addition 
to the sum heretofore allowed for the purpose of such 
investigations by an order made herein on the 23d .la* 
of December A. D. 18711, shall not he so used or applied — 
Done and ordered in open Court this. February 21st, 

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge. 

The following accounts were presented and approved; 

It. J. Kendrick, for pasturage and care of stock aod 
storage of wagons from June 26 to Nov. 8, 1884), at |i> 
per week (Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation) 
f96.42. 

W. T. Webster, for plut aud field notes of T 21 S. B 
32 E. furnished Salesman, f7.no 

George P. Raney, traveling expenses to Jacksonville 
attending U. S. Court, and copies of orders of Court. 
9&50. 

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lauds and Immi- 
gration be authorized to take the necessary steps for the 
sale of the wagons and teams which were used iu the 
Bwamp Land Indemnity Investigation, and which have 
not ulready been disposed of. t 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following 
letter from A. Doggett, Esq.. Special Master, in reply 
to inquiries respecting the investment of the Sinking 
Funds: 
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1881. 

Jacksonville, Feby. 19, 1881. 
Hon. Hugh A. Corley, 

Sec. Bd. of Trustees I. I. Fund, 
Tallahassee, Fla. : 
Dear Sir : 

Your letter of the 18th instant is at hand. Mr. Yulee 
having had doubts as to my power of collecting the semi- 
annual payment of one-half of one per cent, and would 
not pay it to me, no steps have been taken by me in rela- 
tion to the subject-matter of your letter, or of the collec- 
tion of the sinking fund — Consequently, both branches of 
the matter remain in abeyance. 

Very respeot'y 

A. DOGGETT. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration reported 
that he had proceeded to Jacksonville and obtained from 
the Special Master, A. Doggett, l>q.. a statement of the 
amount due to each holder of coupons deposited in Court, 
and the payments made to each — The following is a tfth- 
ulated statement of the aggregates : 
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808,074 1 <)■ 



Of the foregoing there is due to the estate 

of Francis Yose $404,677.68 

To other creditors 403,397.23 

The Expense account allowed Mr, Vose is as follows: 
Under order of Court of Febrnary 15, 1878. .$ 33,687.80 
Under order of Court of December 3, 1879, 

with interest 60,134.96 



Total * 93,822.76 

On which has been paid 56,329.25 

Balance claimed as due 37,493.51 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to write to 
John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway, 
Drainage and Canal Company, and request him to send 
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a copy of a pamphlet said to have been published by 
■aid Company for distribution in England. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W, D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 23, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
t Immigration. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the statements 
and accounts of Walter Gwynn, late Treasurer of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, which were referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Corley, Barnes and L'Engle. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 25, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W'illiam I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands Si 
Immigration. 
The Board took under consideration various sugges- 
tions made by the parties proposing to reclaim the over- 
flowed lands in the Southern portions of the State with 
the view of modifying in some respects the contract for 
drainage, and after some time spent in expressing the 
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views of the Trustees respecting the suggestions made, 
the papers were referred to the Attorney General. 

An application was received from W. L. L. Bowen for 
the cancellation of entry No. 231W made November l(i, 
1888, by Maurk-io Sanchez, of Lot No. 4, <yr NE£ or SWi 
of Section 5. Township 111, South, Range 27, Hast, said 
knds lying within the Palatka .Military Reserve, and {h\ 
certificate of pui*chase having been assigned to the said 
Bowen, and the said Bowen having also entered the land 
under the homestead laws of the United States — Con- 
gress having passed an Act confirming all homestead 
entries in said Reservation, upon the relinquishment of 
the State's title thereto, and the Legislature having 
passed an Act relimpMushing the title of the State to said 
lands, it was Ordered, that said Entry No. 2599 be can- 
celled, and that the moneys paid thereon, amounting to 
$67.42 be refunded to the said W. L. L. Bowen. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 

Attest ■ 

HCGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 26, 1881. 

Th« Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Rloxham, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The following articles of agreement for the reclama* 
tion of the overflowed lands in the valley of Lake Okee- 
chobee and Kissimmee river, heretofore signed by the 
Trustees and sent for the signatures of the other con- 
tracting parties, were presented and ordered spread upon 
the minutes \ , . - 

Articles of Agreement made and entered into this the 
26th day of February, A. D. one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-one, by and between Hamilton Disston, Wil- 
liam n. Wright and Witt H. Drake, of the city o< Philft- 
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delphia in the State of Pennsylvania, William C. Par- 
sons, of Arizona. Albert B. Linderman, of the city of 
Philadelphia aforesaid, and Ingham Coryell, of the State 
of Florida, parties of the first part, and William D. 
Bloxham, Governor of Florida, George P. Baney, Attor- 
ney General. Hugh A. Gorley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration, Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, and Win. 
D. Barnes, Comptroller of said State, and ex -officio the 
Trustees of the iLternal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida, of the second part, Witnesseth : That the par- 
ties of the first part, for themselves, their heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators, jointly and severally agree and bind 
themselves, at their own expense and charge, to drain 
and reclaim by draining all overflowed lands in the State 
of Florida practicable and lying South of township 
twenty-three and east of Pea^e Creek, belonging to the 
State of Florida or said Internal Improvement Fund, 
now subject to overflow by Lake Okeechobee, the Kissim- 
mee river and its branches, and the lakes contiguous to 
said river whose waters now flow into, or can be made 
to flow into, said river or into Lake Oke2chobee, or into 
the Caloosahatchie river, or Miami river, or other outlets, 
by cuts or canals, including both those already patented 
as well as those that may hereafter be patented to said 
State by the United States, the said lands to he reclaimed 
and drained and rendered fit for cultivation by perma- 
nently lowering and keeping reduced the waters of Lake 
Okeechobee, and thereby permanently lowering and keep- 
ing reduced the high-water level of said river, and by 
thus lowering the waters of said Lake creating an in- 
creased current in said river, and by the increased cur- 
rent thus created causing the bed of said river to cut or 
wash out, and by these means and by cutting off bends in 
said river to farther increase the current of said river 
and permanently confine the water-flow of said river 
within its natural banks, and thereby effectually and 
permanently prevent the overflow of the banks; it being 
understood and agreed that the drainage, reduction or 
lowering of the waters of Lake Okeechobee may be made 
by a series of canals or cuts from the waters of said Lake 
to the Caloosahatchie river, on the West; and by cuts 
and canals from said Lake eastwardly to the waters of 
the s£ Lucie, or other available points; and also by cuts 
or canals southwardly to Borne stream or streams 
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through the Everglades; and also by cut* or canals on 
the south-east side of the Everglades to the Miami river 
and to any small streams heading or rising in the Ever- 
glades; pron'tlcd . however, that no canals or nits shall 
to made, dog or run strut- ted unless the same he necejwury 
to reduce the waters of said Take Ofceechohee. to effect 
the said object of drainage and permanently reclaiming 
said lands. 

it is expressh understood and agreed, that the work 
and enterprise of making and ei instructing such cuts and 
• ana Is, and of doing whatever may I** proper or neces- 
sary to effect the drainage and reclamation and render- 
ing fit for cultivation of said lands, js to to begun, car- 
ried on and continued and prosecuted under the personal 
direction and supervision of a skilful and experienced, 
civil engineer to to provided, maintained and paid hv the 
said parties of the first part; and that the said parties 
of the first part are to have the right to throw un e n- 
bankments, make and construct sluice-ways and dikes, 
and cuts and canals, in, on and through all lands, or any 
of said lands, of the State or Fund; and to use any tim- 
her or earth or stone or other material on said lands be- 
longing to said State or Fund. The parties of the first 
part further agree, that they will, within ten days from 
the execution and delivery of these presents, deposit 
with IS. C. Lewis & Sons, Bankers at Tallahassee, the 
sum of $5,000.00, to be held by them subject to the joint 
order of Hamilton Diss ton, on the part of the parties of 
the first part, and the Treasurer of the Board of Trus- 
tees of Internal Improvement Fund on the part of the 
(parties of the) second part, to be forfeited to the parties 
of the second part, absolutely, if the said parties of the 
first part shall fail to perform the covenants herein, or 
any of them ; and that, within ninety days from such ex- 
ecution and' delivery, they will commence, by suitable 
and competent engineers, and will prosecute and finish 
without delay, a thorough survey of levels for ascertain- 
ing and determining what portion of, and in what man- 
ner, said lands can be drained : That upon the report of 
such survey being received, and within six months from 
the signing of these articles, the said parties of the first 
part will put into the actual work of excavation, within 
30 I. I. 
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the limits of said territory, and maintain at regalar 
work thereon, a foive of ineu and machinery as shall not 
at any time thereafter he lew? than equal to the labor of 
one hundred men, until the completion of the said work. 

The parties of the second part, for themselves and 
their successors in office, do agree and bind themselves, 
and their successors in the administration of said trust, 
that they will, and their successors shall, pay, give, gram, 
convey and deed the alternate sections of land, belonging 
to the State or to their Fund, now patented or that may 
be hereafter acquired, within the limits of this contract, 
which may be reclaimed and thus rendered St for culti- 
vation ; such hinds to be conveyed in such quantities and 
at such times as may be justified by the progress of the 
work, and will be equitable and just to the said parties 
hereto; it being mutually agreed that the policy of the 
Board of Trustees will at all times be such as not to pay 
in excess of the work done, and yet to such extent and at 
BUch times as will facilitate and aid the faithful perform- 
ance of the covenants of the parties of the first part: 
Provided, hotcecer, that no lands or compensation shall 
be conveyed or payable to said partieB of the first part, 
until some considerable quantity of lands, not less than 
two hundred thousand acres, shall have been reclaimed. 

It is further agreed by the panics hereto, that the as- 
sociation of F. A. Hendry, Jacob Summcrlin, James 
Evans, Ziba King, J. J. Blount, ML W. Hendry, H. A. 
Parker and S. G. Thorp with the parties of the first part 
as representatives of such interest in the covenants of 
these presents as may be agreed upon, with the said 
parties of the first part, will be approved of and by the 
parties of the second part. 

It is further understood and agreed that all work shall 
be done in a substantial and first class manner, and that 
time is to be considered as the essence of this contract, 
both as to the making of the deposit of Five thousand 
dollars, and for commencing and completing the survey 
of levels for ascertaining and determining the portions 
of and in what manner said lands can be drained, and for 
commencing the actual work of excavation within the 
limits of said territory with the force of men and machin- 
ery not leas than equal to the labor of one hundred men, 
and that on failure to do either or any of said things 
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within the time it is stated they are to be common ceil. 
then said Five thousand dollars shall liecome and be the 
proiwrty of said Trust ees, and this cun tract shall be 
otherwise void. 

In Witness whereof, the parties of the first and second 
part have hereunto set their hands — the parties of the 
second part their seal of office, at Tallahassee, on this. 
the ."{1st day of January, A, D. 1881, — and of the first part 
their seals at the time and place hereunder designated. 
Kigned in duplicate. 

W. J>. HLOXITAM. Governor. 

W. I). BAEXE8, Comptroller. 

WALTER GWYKN, Treasurer. 

GEO. T. RAXEY, Atty Genl. 

HIGH A. CORLEY, Couimr. of Lands & Immigra- 
tion. 

INGHAM CORYELL |L S) 

ALIJERT B. LINPERMAN. (L 8) 

WHITFIELD H. DRAKE: (L 8) 

Messrs. Ingham Coryell and Albert B, Lindercnan, par- 
ties to said contract being present, certain amendments, 
additions and modifications of the articles of agreement 
were consented to and ordered embodied in a supplemen- 
tal agreement, as follows: 

It i* provided, that this contract is not to lie binding 
upon the parties of the second part until it shall have 
been signed by the above named Hamilton Tlisston and 
William H. Wright— and provided, further, that the 
words "twenty-three" in the second line of the second 
page of said contract shall be read and construed as 
"twenty-four." 

I\t is farther agreed, that if the parties of the first 
part, or they and snch persons as they may associate 
with them, shall become incorporated under the lam-s of 
this State, then the body corporate so incorporated and 
constituted may take the place of the said parties of the 
first part, and be entitled to all the rights and powers, 
and shall be subject to all the obligations, covenants and 
conditions of this contract. 

It is further understood and agreed, that should there 
at any time be a failure upon the part of the parties of 
the first part, for the period of sixty days, to prosecute 
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said work,, or, in uttier words, Bhould said parties of the 
first' part uruit fur said period to carry on the work as 

contemplated by this instrument, then the said parties 
of the second part, and their successors, shall also have 
the right to terminate and annul the contract by notice 
served upon the partieR of the first part, or published in 
a newspaper at Tallahassee for the period of thirty days. 
Such annul ment. however, shall not affect the right of 
said parties of the second part to hold and have or retain 
said five thousand dollars as forfeited to them. 

It is furl her agreed and understood, that no interrup- 
tion of work by high-water, storms, breaking of machin- 
ery, epidemics, sickness or disease, or other providential 
interference, or by any accident, shall be considered or 
taken into account against said parties of the first part 
for and during such time as the high water, storms, 
sickness, disease or epidemic, or other providential inter- 
ference shall continue, or for and during such time as 
may l>e reasonably necessary for repairing machinery, or 
during the period for which any such accident jnay in- 
terrupt such work 

It is fitrt her agreed and understood, that after the per- 
manent reclamation of two hundred thousand acres of 
land, and the approval thereof by the parties of the sec- 
ond part, or their successors, the said parties of the first 
part shall have the right to withdraw the five thousand 
dollars. 

It is further understood and agreed, that the deposit of 
the five thousand dollars may be made with the Treasurer 
of the State of Florida, as such Treasurer, instead of 
with B. C. Ifwis & Sons. 

It is further understood and agreed, that this contract 
is made by the respective parties hereto with fu'l knowl- 
edge of the legislation of the General and State govern- 
ments in reference to this Fund, and of the acts, resolu- 
tions and previous contracts of the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund in relation to the drain- 
age and reclamation of lands by contracts made with any 
I>erson or corporations. 



The Board thea adjourned. 

W. I». HI.OXMAM. 

Pttiridnaf. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COR LEY. 
Boc p c t a rv 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 28, U*S1. 

The Board inet in the Executive OffiYe. 

1'resent ; William I>. Bloxhain, O vtmmot; 
William l>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Eugle, TvCK t om t. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
llngh A. Corley. ronimissiouer of Lauds & 
Immigration. 

A petition was received from a number of citizens re- 
siding in the vicinity of Long Lake and Deep Creek, north 
and north w'est of Spring Garden Lake, asking aid in 
clearing out Deep Creek and making" it navigable for sev- 
eral miles from Spring Garden Lake and draining the ad- 
jacent overflowed lands; and an accompanying letter 
ROD) Alexander Wallace offering to perform the work for 
twelve thousand acres of land: which papers were re- 
ferred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration to 
intpuire and ascertain the quantity of land that would 
probably lie reclaimed by the improvement asked for. 

The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from 
Mrs. Laura H. Randolph with reference to the purchase 
hy the Trustees of the Tract Rooks and- bound plats now 
used in the Land Office, the property of her late husband 
Arthur M. Randolph and Henry Wells, when the said 
Randolph and Wells were agents of the State for the se- 
lection of Swamp Lands. The Secretary was instructed 
to correspond with Mrs. Randolph and ascertain what 
she will take for her interest in said books and plats. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

M. A. Williams. Commissions on Sales this month, 
¥2118.47. 

Haley T. Blocker, Service* and Expenses as State 
Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnitv Investigation, 
fl!04.ir». 

Telegraphing. *l.ftfl. 
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Ordered, That $3o0 dollars be paid to Janies M. Baker, 
Esq. on account of professional services aB Solicitor in 
the suit of Vose vs. The Trustees I. I, Fond. 

The Board then adjourned. 







W. 


D. 


BLOXIIAM, 

President. 


Attest : 










HUGH 


A. 


COR LEY. 

Secretary. 







Tallahassee, Florida. March 5, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Offlru. 
Present: William It. I tl ox ha in, Governor. 
William D. Barm-.*, Comptroller. 
Henry A, I/EopK Treasurer. , . 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hngh A. Cor ley. Com mi* doner of f,an<ta 
and Immigration. 

A communication was received from C. D. Willard, 
Esq., Solicitor for the Dutch Bondholders in the Railroad 
cases in the Supreme Court of the United States, request- 
ing that the Trustees make a motion before said Su- 
preme Court that a mandate Ik* issued at onee in said 
cases upon tlu- decree recently rendered affirming the 
decision of the circuit court, the Attorney's fee for mak- 
ing said motion to tie paid by the Dutch Bondholders; 
also, a letter from Gen. Henry R. Jackson, representing 
a majority of the holders of the Pensaeota and Georgia 
and Tallahassee Railroad Bonds, urging the same action 
by the Trustees. Judge David S. Walker, also represent- 
ing a number of the holders of the Tallahassee and Pen- 
sacola and Georgia Railroad bonds, appeared before the 
Board, and recom mended similar action. 

The Attorney Genera] was requested to write to Sena- 
tor Jones nnd inquire whether the present condition of 
the suit is such, that the motion requested ran now with 
propriety be made before the Supreme Court, and to re- 
quest htm to telegraph to the Board if that be the cue. 
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The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, March 10, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present; William T>. Bloxham. Governor, 
William D. .Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Rnney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of I.: m. is & 
Immigration. 

Mr, Corley offered the following resolution: 
Wherevs, The Article* of Agreement for the reclama- 
tion of the lands overflowed by the waters of Kissimmee 
river and its tributaries and Lake Okeechobee, hereto- 
fore signed by the Trustees of the Internal- Improvement 
Fund, and transmitted for the signatures of Hamilton 
Disston and others, have Iicen returned to the Trustees 
with certain suggestions and requests for the modification 
and amendment of said articles of agreement: Therefore, 
Be it Resetted by the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the state of Florida. That the fol- 
lowing provisions, modifications and amendments of the 
Articles of Agreement heretofore signed by said Trustees 
are adopted as a part and parcel of said Articles: 

1. It is provided. That the contract is not to be binding 
upon the parties of the second part until it shall have 
been signed by Hamilton Disston and William H. 
Wright. 

2. It is provided, further, that the words "twenty-three" 
in the first clause of said contract shall be read and con- 
strued as "twenty-four." 

3. // is further agreed, that if the parties of the first 
part, or they and snch persons as they may associate 
with them, shall become incorporated under the laws 
of this State, then the body corporate so incorporated 
and constituted may take the place of the said parties ot 
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the first part, and be entitled to all the rights and pow- 
ers, and shall be subject to all the obligations, covenants 
and conditions of tiiis contract. 

4. It is further understood and agreed, that should 
tli ere at any time be a failure on the part of the parties 
of the first part, for the period of sixty days, to provocate 
said work, or, in other words, should said parties of the 
first part omit for said period to carry on the work as 
contemplated by this instrument, then the said parties 
of the second part, and their succe.sors, shall also have 
the right to terminate and annul the contract, by notice 
served upon the parties .of the first part; or published in 
a newspaper at Tallahassee for the period of thirty days. 
Such annulment, however, shall not affect the right of 
said parties of the second part to hold and have or retain 
said five thousand dollars as forfeited to them. 

B. It is further agreed and understood, that no inter- 
ruption of work by high water, storms, breaking of ma- 
chinery, epidemics, sickness or disease, oT other provi- 
dential interference, or by any accident, shall 1m? consid- 
ered or taken into account against said parties of the 
first part, for and during such time as the high water, 
storms, sickness, disease or epidemics, or other providen- 
tial interference shall continue, or for and during suclt 
time aa may be reasonably necessary for repairing ma- 
chinery, or during the ]>eriod for which any such acci- 
dent may interrupt such work. 

(J. It is further agreed and understood, that, after the 
permanent reclamation of two hundred thousand acres of 
land, and the approval thereof hv the parties of the sec- 
ond part, or their successors, the said parties of the first 
part shall have the right to withdraw the five thousand 
dollars. 

7. ft U further understood and agreed, that the deposit 
of the five thousand dollars may Ik? made with the Treas 
urer of the State of Florida, as such Treasurer, instead 
of with B. C. Lewis & Sons. 

8. It Ui further understood, that this contract is made 
by the resjieetive parties hereto with full knowledge of 
the legislation by the General and State governments in 
reference to this Fund, and of the acts, resolutions and 
previous contracts of the Board of Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund in relation to the drainage and 
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reclamation of lands by t-ont i inside with any persons 
or corporations. 

Upon the qaCftUoa of the adoption of said rc-i ilnt imi 
the vote was: 

it-its. (Jo v. IJIox ha in, Messrs. L'Engle & Corley. 3. 

N'ays. Messrs. 1 Linus uud Raney. 2. 

■So the resolution was adopted: 

On/oxi/. That the Secretary attach a certified copy of 
said resolution to each copy of the Articles of Agreement 
Bi B ii?d by the Trustees, aud transmit them to lltttuiltoii 
Disston of Philadelphia, that the articles may tie ex- 
ecuted by himself and William H. Wright. 

The Governor laid before the Hoard a copy of a pam- 
phlet published on behalf of the Midland Railway, Drain- 
age and Canal Company, for distribution in England, 
sent at the request of the Board by John C. Chambers, 
President of said Company, together with a letter from 
Mr. Chambers referring to said pamphlet, and ceiticizing 
the action of the Trustees as not favoring the plans and 
objeeta of the Company. 

Ordered. That a reply to the communication of Mr. 
Uuniibers lie prepared by the Secretary and submitted 
to the Hoard. 

The Secretary announced that formal notice bad been 
{liven that the name of the Gainesville, Oi-ala and Char- 
lotte HarlHir Kail road Company had been changed to that 
of the Florida Southern Kailway Com pony. 

The Secretary laid before the Horrid a progHiaed modi- 
fication of the details of construction of the Florid:) 
Southern Railway, transmit ted for the approval of the 
Hoard by X. K. (Iruelle, (•'hiei" Engineer, in the words 
and figures following, to wit: 

Modification of details of construction or specifications 
asset forth in Section Twelve (See 12) of the "Internal 
improvement Act." Laws of the State of Florida ■ 

Fir*t. The line of road for sixty feet from the centre, 
shall be cleared of alt standing timber. 

Svi-tMitl. The grading shall lie for a single track, except 
n ih-jMits, turn-outs nnd similar ptoBM where il shall lie 
wider if required by the Engineer, with a road-bed 
fourteen (14) feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of such 
width and depth as to insure jierfect drainage, and eight 
{$) feet wide on embankments, at the grade line, with 
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slopes of one and one-half to one. (1£ to I.) In all exca- 
vations or embankments a perfect drainage shall be Be- 
cnred, and no standing water will be allowed to come 
within three (3) feet of the lower side of the cross-ties. 

Third. All cross-ties shall he delivered on the line of the 
road and lie of heart yellow pine, cypress, white, yellow, 
post, live or Spanish oak, white or red cedar, six feet 
long, with not less than eight {8) iuches face, and six (6) 
inches in thickness, and shall be well and carefully 
bedded, and laid within two and one-half (2J) feet from 
centre to centre. 

F&itrth. At all water-ways, sufficient space shall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water. 

Fifth. In the crossings of all streams, good and sub- 
stantial bridges shall be constructed according to the 
plans approved by the State Engineer: and over all 
streams that are navigated, suitable draws shall be put 
in to admit the pjissage of boats or vessels usually navi- 
gating the same, the plans of said draws to be approved 
by the State Engineer. 

Sixth. The guage of the road shall be three (3) feet. 

Scrcnth, The iron or steel rail used shall not weigh 
less than thirty (30) pounds to the lineal yard, and be of 
the best quality of iron or steel, and be well secured to 
the ties with suitable spikes and plates. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall be of the first 
class, and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt 
transportation of all the passengers and freight ordinari- 
ly offering. 

Ninth. The grades and curves shall be as the Chief En- 
gineer may adopt : provided, however, that no grades shall 
exceed eighty (811) feet to the mile, and no curves shall 
exceed four (4) degrees curvature, unless approved by 
the State Engineer. 

The proposed modification of the details of construc- 
tion of said road was approved by the Board. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a notice from the TJ. S. Land Office in 
Gainesville that Jame* r. Bell i on tests the Swamp Land 
selection of Ix>t No. 1. Section 20. Township 10, South, 
Range 14. East, and appointing the 9th May at Gaines- 
ville for hearing testimony respecting the character of 
the land. Which was ordered placed on file. 
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The bill of W. T. Webster for two dollars for furnish- 
ing Township plat for Salesman's Of tie* was approved. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a letter from John O. Fries, offering to 
subdivide Township 21, South. Range 32, East, in a legal 
manner, furnish a plat of the township and the field-notes 
fur |200, he pa viug all expenses of chainbearers and other 
hands. 

Ordered, That the Commissioner contract with Mr. 
Fries for the survey of said Township on those terms. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 14, 1881- 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands tt 
Immigration. 

The Governor laid before the Board a telegraphic dis- 
patch from A. St. Clair- Abrams on behalf of Gen. H. 9. 
Stanford, asking an extension of thirty days longer within 
which to notify the Trustees of his acceptance of th« 
terms of the resolution of February 18th modifying tile 
l-esolutions of February 1st, and* to enter into the con- 
tract therein provided for. 
On motion, it was 

Ordered. That an extension be allowed as requested for 
thirty days from this date. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. I>. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest: 

HTGn A. CORLEY. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 16, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

l'resent : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. B'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Kaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Samuel A. Swann, Esq, appeared before the Board and 
made a statement respecting the attempts made by him 
as 8[«H:ial Agent of the Board to effect the negotiation 
of the sale of three millions acres of land to parties in 
England, and exhibited a number of letters received by 
him upon that subject, and made various suggestions as 
to the l>est means of securing a sale. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

lie it Resolved bi/ the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Finn! of the State of Florida, That Samuel 
A. Hwann. Es((., the Special Agent of this Board be au- 
thorized to negotiate the sale of three millions acres of 
land, to be taken in bodies of not less than ten thousand 
acres, at thirty cents per acre, on the following terms, 
to wit: 

Twenty per centum of the purchase money to be paid 
on or before the first day of July next : upon which pay- 
ment, the purchaser shall he allowed until the first day of 
January next to select the lands. 

An additional thirty per centum of the purchase money 
to be paid on or before the first day of January, 1882; 
and upon such payment the purchaser shall be entitled to 
a deed of conveyance of one million acres of land. 

The remaining fifty per centum of the purchase mouey 
to be paid on or before the first day of July. 1882; upon 
which payment the purchaser shall be entitled to a deed 
of conveyance for the remaining two millions of acres se- 
lected by him. 

In case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or 
before the first day of July next, and a failure to pay the 
thirty ]ier centum on or before the first day of January. 
1882, the purchaser shall not be entitled to a return of 
the twenty ]>er centum paid in, but shall take from the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund a conveyance 
of such quantity of land, to be selected by him, as can l>e 
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l>urrhaeed with the money paid iu, at regular prices. In 
uaae of the payment of the twenty per centum an vg be- 
fore the first day of .July, and the thirty j«'r centum on 
or before the first day of Juuiiiji; m-xi, ami the coinc*. 
irace »T one million acres of laud, and a failure to pay 
i lie remaining Bftj per centum on o* he fine I lie Hist day" 
uf duly, 1882, then the Trustees shall lie ret iced from 
any obligation for the conveyance of I lie remaining two 
million acres, except upon the payitH>9l of the legator 
prices therefor; iiml the fifty per eiuliini already [mid 
in shall he retained by the Trustees hh the price uf the 
one mill ton iieres eoitveted. I it tlie selection of lands un- 
der this resolution, where different tracts are separated 
by lamb not hebiiigmg to the Internal Improvement 
Fund, they shall Ik* construed :i* constituting one body. 

The Secretary laid lie fore the Jinan! a reply to the let- 
ter of John C. Chambers, President of the Midland, Rail- 
way Draiuage and Canal Compauy which wtis placed be- 
foi*e the Board on the 10th inst. — After several correc- 
tions and alterations, the reply wtis approved and ordered 
sent by the Secretary to Mr. Clot tubers. 

A letter was received from K. J, Berry, Timber Agent, 
tendering hit* resignation to take effect at the end of the 
month ; which was accepted. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

K. J. Berrv, Timber Agent. Expense* in February, 
178.50. 

Hugh A. Corley, amount expended by him in payilig 
accounts incurred in the Swamp Land Indemnity Iuves- 
ligation over and above the amount of muueys plaeed in 
his bauds for that purpose, i>»l.G2, 

Postage for Salesman's of See, $.>.2T>. 

The following resolution was udopnd: 

Whereas, at the last session of the Legislature an act 
wa# passed for the sale of State lands by instalments : 

He it Resolved, That the Solicitor of this Board be re- 
quested to apply to the United States Circuit Court at 
•laeksonville for an order which will clearly authorize the 
Trustees to sell lands upon the leuus prescribed in said 
act. 

The Board discussed the question of continuing or 
abolishing the stumpage system, but came to no determi- 
nation, and postponed the cons. dentin u of the subject. 
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The Board then proceeded to the election of n Timber 
Agent; unci after three votes were had without an elec- 
tion, thin matter was postponed until Friday next. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLE Y. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March 111, 1881. 
'Bhe Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William ]>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William 1), Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Board proceeded to the elect iou of a Timber Agent. 
and. Hfter several votes, B. M. Burroughs was elected. 

The Salary of the Timber Agent was fixed at one hun- 
dred dollars per month. 

Gen. H. S. Banford appeared before the Trustees and 
requested modifications of the resolutions heretofore 
adopted with reference to a sale of lands to him. His 
proposition was as follows: To purchase 250,000 acres at 
50 cents per acre, with the option of purchasing 750,000 
more on the terms named in the resolution of February 
let, payment to be made in coupons; to be received sub- 
ject to au order of court to be procured making all cou- 
pons receivable in payment for lands. 

After conference and consideration, the Board declined 
to make the sale on the terms proposed, and so informed 
Gen. Banford. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 24, 1881. 
The Himnl met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William f>. Karnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Oorley, Commissioner of Lands tt 
I mi ii ignition. 
A communication wan received on behalf of the East 
Florida Railway Company, electing under the land grant 
in their charter, to receive J he even-numbered sections 
within six miles of their line of road. Whereupon, it was 
Ottered, That the lands lying within six miles of the 
■outc of the East Florida Railway, embraced in the odd- 
numbered sections, heretofore reserved from sale for the 
benefit of said railway, be restored to market; and that 
the lands embraced in the even -numbered sections within 
said limits be reserved from sale for sixty days, for the 
benefit of said railway. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
General Land Office stating that the lands along the line 
of mad from Waldo to Tampa Bay had been ordered with- 
drawn from market under the railroad grant by Congress 
of May IT. 1856, the map of definite location of the line 
of location of said route having been filed by the At Ian tie. 
Gulf find West India Transit Company. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, March 28 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Oorley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
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The HetTf-turv laid before the Board a telegraphic dis- 
patch to Mr, K. K. Foster from Gea. H. S. San ford asking 
to be informed that the resolutions heretofore adopted 
by the Board respecting a sale of lands to him be consid- 
ered alternative, and that further time will be given fail- 
ing action by the Court. The Secretary was instructed 
lo inform General tjunford that he can purchase the lands 
from the Trustee* either upon the terms specified in the 
original resolution adopted February 1st, or upon the 
terms as mo^ifi^d in the resolution of February 18th and 
that should the time limited expire before acceptance of 
said resolutions, {he Board will take into consideration 
any proposition for extending the time further, and will 
be governed in their action thereon by the circumstances 
that shall he thni i\istin^. 

The Covnnur laid before the Board the articles of 
agreement for the drainage and reclamation of the over- 
flowed lands in the vicinity of Lake Okeechobee and Kis- 
siramee rivae and Cieir tributaries, which had been re- 
turned signed by Hamilton Disston, Ingham Coryell, Al- 
bert B. Liuderpiac. Whitfield IT. Drake, W. C. Tarsons 
and William ft. Wright. 

Qrdered } Tlr't the same he filed. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXITAM, 

President. 

Attest: 

HI C.n A. ( OR LEY, 

Secretary. 



TaHahamaee, JFlorida, March 88, 1881. 
The Board o>et in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: William I"). Bloxham, Governor. 
William T>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
HfMiiv A. L'Ensle, Treasurer. 
George I". Ttiney, Attorney General. 
RtUth A. Oorley. Commissioner of Lands & 
limniiTation. 
A l"ttr>r vas received from Ron. T>. L. Yulee on behalf 
of fiif Fi-Tjiti.u^t-i :i tid Jacksonville Railroad Cnmnanv, 
accompanied with a plat of the line of the road, inform- 



ing the Trustees that said road haa a gauge of Are tmt 
and continuous connection with the system of the State 
near Bent's Road Station od the line of the Florida 
Transit Railroad, and that it is laid with steel raijs 
weighing fifty pounds to the yard; and requesting, on be- 
half of the Company, an approval of the specification of 
its structure, and thai the Trustees will cause to be set 
nside to it the lands which they consider legally dne to 
it under the laws of the State by way of grant. 

Ordered. That the swamp lands embraf-i.l in the odd- 
n nmbered sections lying within six mil™ on each side of 
the line of the Fernandina and Jacksonville Railroad, he 
reserved from sale for Bixty days. 

The following letter was received from lion. IX L. 
Yulee: 

Office of the Tropical Florid, i Railroad, 
Fernandina, March 27. 188L 
To the Trustees of the Interna] Improvement Fund of the 
■ State of Florida ■ 
Dear Sirs : 

Referring yon t#» the assignment made to This. Company 
by the Atlantic Onlf and West India Transit Company, 
formerly the Flfivida Railroad Company, of its chartered 
rights South of Onla, between that point and the waters 
of Tampa Bay, including the right to all grants and privi- 
leges appertaining to that part of the line, a copy of 
which i* on file with you. I respectfully re-piest that The 
alternate section* of the State lands as eranted by th* 1 
Act of J any, 6. 1855, along that part of the line between 
Amelia Island and the waters of Tampa Ray, be with- 
drawn from further Sfli*. and that an accounl he tnkon 
nf encb of the lauds included in bo id grant as have been 
heretofore sold by the Trustees. 

A map of the line as surveyed and located in 1859 will 
he found in the office of the Secretary of State. I will 
'■a use a duplicate to be prepared for your use. and shortly 
forwarded. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your Obt. St, 

D. L. YULEE. 

31 I. I. 



4B2 

Action upon Ngid communication was postponed, nnti! 
a plat of the route of the Tropical Florida Railroad 
shall be tiled. 

John H. Fry, Esq., appeared before the board and made 
a verbal proposition on behalf of himself and his asso- 
ciates for the pin chase of land from the Trustees. His 
proposition was in substance that the Trusrws should 
convey to him and his associates six millions acres of land 
in consideration of the payment of all the liabilities of 
the Internal Improvement Fund and the construction of a 
Ship Canal or !*hip Railway across the Ten insula of Flor 
ida — and should the Trustees decline this proposition lie 
desired them co make to him a counter proposition for 
the sale of the largest quantity of land Ihev are willing 
to convey and on the most favorable terms the Trustees 
are willing to accept. 

After some time spent in discussing the proposition, the 
matter was postponed until tomorrow. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. P. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COR LEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 31, 1881. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: William IX Bloxhatn, Governor. 
William I>. Barnes. Comptro' ler. 
Henry A. VEngle, Treasurer. 
Oeorge P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

Ordered, That seven hundred and fifty dollars be paid 
to Hon. Charles W. Jones for professional services aB At- 
torney in argaing the case of T. B. Codrington vs. The 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund and others, 
in the Supreme Court of the United. State 3. 

The following Recounts were presented, approved and 
ordered paid: 

Hugh A. Corley, telegraph and express charges, ^1.80. 

M. A, Williams. Commissions on Pales this month, 
$495.53. 
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The Commissioner laid before the Hoard a l«*tl fv from 
ihe L*. 8. Land Office at tJainenville enclosing a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General l^and Office at Wash- 
ington, giving notice that the State selection of I*ot Xo. 4 
Section 13, and Lot Xo. 1 Section 26, T 43 S, U 27. K, hat! 
been rejected upon the testimony taken in the < oiitctM >f 
John O. Morgan. 

The Hoard Authorized the change of entry Xo. 07J7 
made bv George W. Tnrnbnrke February S3, WW. upon 
the NEJ of SE£ Section 21, Township 30, South. Unnge 
15. East, 

The following- entries were canceled md the purchase 
monev ordered to lie refunded : 

Entry Xo. 9738 hy David Wesffleld made Sfitfe Fohrunrv 
1881, upon the South part of Lot Xo. 1 of Section 7, 
Township 10. South, Range 22. East— a mount of pin-chase 
money f26.50. 

Entrv Xo. 6083 bv James L, Anderson made January 3. 
1871. upon the S\V} of XEJ and UW| of RB' r Section 8 
Township 20. Month, Range 24. East, containing 80 42 
acres — anmnn! of pun-base money $100.53. 

Entrv Xo. 0701. bv James L. Anderson aiade February 
17th 1881. upon the SW} of XEj and STWJ of SEJ Section 
8 Township 23. South. Range 25. East, containing 80.18 
acres — amount of purchase money 972.16. 

The Board then resnmed the lonsideratioa of John H. 
Fry for the pun-haee of lands, and after a long discussion 
postponed the '-onulderntion of the subject nntil another 
meeting. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

HIGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 
$ 



Tallahassee. Florida, April 1, 1881 
The Board mf»t in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloiham. Governor. 
William P. Barnes. Coinpt roller. 
ITenry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The Board resumed the consideration of tho proposition 
of John H. Fry for the purchase of land* and Hie con- 
struction of a Khip Canal, and decided not to pnsa any 
resolutions reaped iag the same which woudl he binding 
upon the Trustees in the nature of a contract, hut to indi- 
cate to Mr. Fry by letter what the Board is willing to do 
whenever thesnid Fry and hia associates are prepared to 
carry out at once any contract for the purchase of lands — 
Whereupon, the following letter was prepared and ap 
proved by the Hoard, and signed by the Secretary: 
Hon. John H. Fry, 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Sir : 

I am instructed by the Board of Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida — to (Oiu- 
nmnicate the following to you as the result of their delib- 
erations on the subject of your proposals concerning a sale 
or grant of land?) to you and your associates to be applied 
to purposes of a Ship Canal across the State from the wa- 
ters of the Atlantic to those of the Gulf : 

1st. The Board has no power to make a donation- of 
lands for such a purpose. 

2nd. The Board, although it has power to make con- 
tracts for the reclamation and drainage of swamp and 
overflowed lands— Yet in making Bueh contracts it will 
only act upon knov.rledge of the exact lands proposed to be 
drained or reclaimed. 

3rd. The Board cannot make a sale of land, for a nomi- 
nal pecuniary consideration, looking to, and taking the 
construction of the Canal as the balance ^i make up a 
sufficient consideration for the sale. 

4th. In view of negotiations pending before the Board 
it does not now desire to make any definite proposition to 
you, as to a sale of lands, and give you any certain time 
for accepting the same, and thereby consummating a con- 
tract binding unon it. The reason of the Board's nnwill- 
ingness to do this is that ita members are not willing to do 
anything which will prevent the Board from availing it- 
self of any acceptable offer which might be made in the 
future and pending your consideration of it<* propositions, 
and which mieht be inconsistent with your rights under 
such propositions if accepted. In a word the Board de- 
sire to stand free to accept any proposition for an imine- 
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diate purchase of lands which may he made at may (fine 
The Board however is willing to indicate what it will with 
the lights before It in all probability be willing and ready 
to do in case yqp should come forward and propose to car- 
ry it out, and In the mean time it has not made sale* which 
would render it impracticable or undesirable to you. 
What follows is tq be considered by you in this, light. 
With this understanding, I will say for the Board that it 
will sell you, three million acres of land *<* he selected by 
you and your associates in bodies of not less than ten 
thousand acres, at thirty cents per «cre payable in V. S 
currency, or the Board will convey to you and yonr asso- 
ciates three mitricn-acresTof land to be deleted in similar 
bodies, ipon your surrendering to the Trustee* ai) the 
outstanding indebtedness* due or to become due of the fund 
arising from the guaranty or endorsement of the Kail 
Road Bonds issued by R. R. Companies under the proviso 
ions of the Act of January 1855 commonly known ax the 
Internal Improvement law, including adjudged costs in 
the Vose case. Should the Board mate a sale to' jrtra 
payable in currency as above indicated It won Id expect 
yon to pay, say one third of the whole price in s;iv sixty 
days from yonr closing your bnrgin with tr. an additional 
one third within one hundred and twentr days, and the 
remaining one third within say six months from s«> clos- 
ing the contract. As soon as yon have paid the first one- 
ihjrd, lands won!d be withdrawn from sale as fast as you 
selected them in quantities of 250.000 nct^i. Time winM 
be of the issuance contract and vour failure to make the 
first payment would avoid it. Your failure to mrfke the 
second payment within the time provided, you having 
made the first would give the Board the option to avoid 
the contract and upon the Board so avoiding it by a reso- 
lution, the money paid in would be retained bv the Board 
as its property With tbe rleht however to you to take 
lands therefor at the usual or schedule nrices In cam* 
yon should fail a* to the third nayment the Board would 
have th* same rljrlit as to avoiding the. contract and keep- 
ing the two pavments made, and yana tbe risht to fake 
lands at the usual price*. >*o deeds would lie nttdo yon 
until all the Davmcnta h"d been made except cpon the 
basis of sales at the usual prices. 

Should you prefer to turretiiler tbe indebtedness refer 

•■ • ■ 
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red to above, the Board wosld be willing to provide for 
jour paying in U. S. Current •> after (having surrendered 
at least $500,0*10 of the indebtedness.) an unoiiut equal 10 
the face principal and interest of the remaining indebted- 
ness. All indebtedness should be surrendered or $ 500,00* 
surreiulem] and the cash balance paid in within &ix 
months. The Board would be willing to make reasonable 
arrangements for withdrawal of lands from sale on the 
surrender of at -east f250,000 of indebted doss and up- 
wards being made. 

It is however to be distinctly understood that nothing is 
to effect the right of the Trustees to collect the amount 
<hie on the decree rendered i^ay 31, 18T9, at Jacksonville 
in the Rail Road cases by Judge Bradley for the balance 
of the purchase money due ou the Bales .rf thj l\ & G. & 
Tallahassee Rail Roads; the principal of which balance la 
applicable to the principal of the bonds, and the interest 
of which is applicable to certain interest on the bonds. 
The Trustees would retain the right to collect and keep 
whatever would be coming to the Board and be applicable 
to a reimbursement of the fund for coupons or interest 
thereon taken up cr paid by the fund in its transactions 
with you, the Board having given you lands for such cou- 
pons would have ond claim the right to the moneys repre- 
senting the interest on said decree. The Board would be 
willing to sell you four millions acres at twenty five <*ents 
an aciuon the terms indicated above as to a sale for U. E. 
Currency if Mr. £wann will make no claim for commis- 
sions, or you will settle wi*h him — the Board will not pay 
any commissions en the indebtedness surrender plan indi- 
cator above— Nothing in oar arrangement with you will 
preclude you from arranging with the Rail Road compa- 
nies to which grants have been made by the Legislatures 
of 1879 & 1881, for contribution or reimbursement to 
you in lands or otherwise by said companies (legal au- 
thority thereto having been first obtained) for the pay- 
ments to be made by you to the Trustees. 
Very respectfully, 

YoorObt Srt, 
>• HUGH A. COR LEY, 

I Secty Bd. Trustees L t. Fnnd. 
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The Board thou adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAV, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Strata™. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 2d. 1881. 

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 

Present : Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
nn«h A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

John H. Fry, E«q., appeared before the Board and sug- 
gested various change* in the letter of the Board ad- 
dressed to him yesterday, but the Board declined to make 
any alteration's. 

The Commia.tmncr laid before I lie Board a Pater t from 
the United States conveying to the Stnfe four thousand 
six hundred and thirty-nine 51-100 acres of land under 
the provisions of the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855 
and March 3, 1857. in lieu of rand* which hn«l been gruuted 
to the State under the Act o* Congress of September 28. 
1850. but which had been located with warrants or perfp 
in the United States Land Office; heing the lands located 
with Swamp Land Indemnity Pertinent* 1 No. 2. dnt**d Oc- 
tober 20, 1880, which said Indemnity Certificate had been 
assigned and transferred by the Trainees of the Internal 
Improvement Fond to Sydney I. Wailes in consideration 
of his services in procuring an adjustment of the indem- 
nity claims of the State: Whereupon, it wan 

0rdfre4, That the lands embraced la said patent be con- 
veyed by deed to the said Sydney I. Wailes or to such 
person or persons as be may direct. 

The Commissioner announced that be bad received the 
following Swamn Land Indemnity Certiflcaien authoriz- 
ing the State of Klorida to select in the aggregate 25.8W 
36-100 acres of United States land, in lieu of that amount 
of lands in Florida disposed of by the United States by 
locations of Military boijntT land warrants since <2eptem- 
ber 2S. 1850. and prior Jo March 3. 1857, wbudi have been 
proved to be swamp lnn<$^ : ' 

'Certificate Xo?M, embracing 30.04 8. 20 icrws. 

Certificate Xo. 5, embracing 5,162.07 acres. "*<! 



Said Certificates having been procured through the 
agency of Mr. Sydney I. Wailes, under the contract al- 
lowing him twenty per cent of the amount received . ns 
compensation fob his services, and the said Certificate No. 
5 embracing 5162.07 acres being twenty per cent upon 
the aggregate; it was 

Ordered, That said Certificate No. 5 be assigned to 
Sydney I. Wailes, and that he be appointed the Stp^riul 
Agent for the purpose of selecting and entering the land* 
thereunder, and that when the lands so entered l>v him 
with said Certificate sua II be patented to the State, :h*v 
wiil be conveyed by deed to the said Wailea or his : as- 
sign*. 

The Commissioners placed before the Hoard the follow- 
ing; patents for Swamp Lands which had Iteeu received 
frotu the'Ceneral Land Office at Wnshiajfton: 

Patent No. 18, of the Tallahassee Land Oisfofbit embrac- 
ing 58,484 12-100 acres — procured through the agency of 
Charles Pomeroy. 

Fatent No. 21, Tflmpa, now Gainesville Land IHsltfet,. 
embracing 214.271.76 acres, of Swamp Lands sHeeted, by 
the State of Florida prior to i8<51, obtained through' the 
Agencv of HI. Wailes. . . « ■ 

.Under the contract wiih this Board. Mr. Wailes lieing 
entitled to eight per cent, of the Swamp Lands selected 
before the war nad patontcd through his agency, it was 
Ordered, That Mr. Wailes »e entitled to local** 17,141,74 
acres of the Jands so patented as his per cent age. upon the 
214,271.76 acres embraced in. Tampa Patent No. 21. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

Henry Wells, surviving partner of A. M. Randolph, 
compensation for the selection of 289,579.61 acres of 
swamp land endiraeed in Gainesville Patent No. I, Tal- 
lahassee Patents Nos. 18 and 19 and tampa Patent No. 
21, at 8 mills per acre, * 2,306.32. 

. J. H. McKenney, Clerk Supreme Court TJ. S. for copy 
of opinion in the case of -Codington v. P. & G, R. R, Cjo. 
et al., 12.00. 

The Board then adjourned. 

.- - . • W. D. BLOXHAM, 
* r « j,.. , ..President. 

Attest : - m .-',.:■ 

HUpH A. COBLEY, Secwtary. 

* * 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 5, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: William D. Bloxhaiu, Governor. 

George P. Kanej, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
.^Immigration. 
The following change of entry was allowed, the appli- 
cation being accompanied with all the papers required 
by the regulations lor the correction of erroneous en- 
tries:. M . ' 

No.; 8739, bv Thomas B. Langford, from the itiE^ of 
NEi Section 29. Township 32, South, Kange 26, East to 
the N WJ of XEJ of same section. 
•'The Board then adjourned. 

. : , iotf W. D, BLOXHAX. 

K President. ' 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLET, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, April 7, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. i 

, Present: William I>. Bloxhom, Governor. 

George P. Raney, Attorney -General. 
y Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Mr. J. E. Tngraham Ageht bt General H. S. San ford" 
appeared before the Board and applied for an extension 
of ninety days within which to. accept the proposition 
made by this Board, at the request of General Sanford, 
on February 1st and 14th, 1891. 

Two members being absent the Board declined to act 
till A foil meeting eould be had. 
The Board then adjourned. I 
•81 W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest; 
y uGbo, P, ttftsej, Secretary pro tern. 

* •" 11 L 0'. . . ' . ■ , HI, ' - 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 11, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present t William D. Bloxham, Governor. 

Oeorge P. Raney, Attorney-General. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
It being apparent that a full attendance of the mem- 
bers of the Board cannot be had till the last of this 
month, and it being considered proper by the members 
present that Mr. Ingraham Agent of General Sanford 
should be given an answer as to his proposition made to 
the Board on the 7th inst. it was 

Resolved. That Mr. Ingraham be notified that the 
Board decline to grant the extension at this time, bat 
should assure General Banford that they will be glad to 
sell to him or any other person at any time desiring to 
consummate a sale any lands they may at such time 
have for sale. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 14, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Hon. William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney-General. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
The following telegrams from General H. S. San ford 
were laid before the Board : 

Washington D. C. 12. 
Gov. W, D. Bloxham, 

Prest Board Trustees : 

To simplify matters and prevent misapprehension will 

aecept for company alternation resolutions at its option 

— first payment to be made within forty days after aovri 

admits coupon payment' as resolution provides — motion 



therefore made yesterday of will be when judge well 
enough. Reply here. 

H. 8. SANFORD, Wormleys. 

Boston Mass. 14. 
(Jov. Bloxham. 

Prest Board Trustees: 
Accept for tny principals resolution May first. Reply, 
H. 8. SANFORD, Parker Home. 
Whereupon the Board directed the Governor to make 
the following reply: 

Tallahassee, April li 1881. 
Oenl. H. S. Sanford, 
Boston : 
There is no resolntion of May first or as to yonr prin- 
cipals. Time for acceptance expired with yesterdkvy. 
We will receive written acceptance of resolution of Feb- 
ruary 18th signed by yon and yonr associates if made 
wirhin two weeks and land not sold to other parties la 
meantime. 







W. 


D. 


BLOXHAM, 












Pres. Board. 


The Board then adjourned 














w. 


D. 


BLOXHAM, 

President 


Attest: 












GEO. 


P. BANEY, 












Becty. 


pro 


tern 







Tallahassee Florida April 16 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office: 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
George F. Raney. Attorney-General. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
The following telegram from General H. 8. Sanford 
received the 15th inat was laid before the Board: 

New York Utk. 
Gov. Bloxham: 

Confirming acceptance please direct description and to 
be sent reserved from sale. 

H. S. SANFORD, 

Brevoort House, 
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And also the following: 

Washington D. C. 15th. 

Gov. it lux ham 

Prest. Board Int. Improvement Fond 
My yesterdays acceptance intended for resolution Feb- 
ruary first, expiring May first alternative with modified 
of eighteenth which I hereby confirm for self and associ- 
ates. Reply. 

H. 8. SANFORD 
Whereupon, by direction of the Board, the Governor 
sent the following telegram: in repjj: 

Tallahassee, April 16th 1881. 
Genl. n. 8. Sanford ,, r 

Washington P. C. 
Referring to my telegram of April 14th I will say the 
Board will not contract by telegram. 

J ' W. D, BLOXHAM, PI B. 

The Board then adjourned. I 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Becty. pro tern. 

I 

1 , . , 

1 

J TallahasBee, Florida, April 19, 1881. 

Ihe Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney. Attorney-General. 
Heprjr A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
The following communication tvom Mess. Fleming & 
Daniel, attorneys lor Ooetal .II. S. Sanford, was sub- 
mitted to the Bwr^^by Mr* F„ P. Fleming, ... 

nsi .-■■ • TaKahassee, Fla.< April 19, 1881. 
To the Qon. Board -of Truatteslef the Internal Improve- 
men t Fund: of the State of Florida, 

Gentlemen; BepreseJi ting Gen . H. S. Sac ford we- accept 
for feim th^ prffpoHition of pale of lands to him and aflw- 
ciates as embodied in the resolntion of your Board dated 
February lrt 1W>T: 

- -.- t . ■ 
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And in behalf of the said H. 8. Kunfurd we request 
that the said Board do grant him until May lBt next to 
Accept the modification of said resolution as contained 
in resolution of February 18, 18S1, in lieu of the ro»blty- 
tion of Feb. 1st if he shall so elect. And we further re* 
.jui-st said Board to extend the time of the first payment 
named in said resolution of February 1st from Majrlat 
to May 15, 1881. And, in accordance with resolution of 
Feb. 1st that the Salesman of the Board be instructed to 
withdraw from the market the lands selected by virtue 
thereof. 

Re*rpeotfnlrv 
FLEMING & DANIEL, 

Attys for H. S. Sanford. 

Whereupon the Board passed the following resolution.: 
Resolved: That the letter be filed, and that the Board 
decline to grant the requests therein contained, but ffce 
Board will consider any proposition General Sanford and 
his associates may make as to purchasing lands on the 
termB stated in the Resolution of February 1st as mod- 
ified by those of February 18th, or on other terms when 
made accompanied with tlie cash or its equivalent. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secty pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 2d, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
Hugh A. Corley, Comm'r. of Lands & 
Immigration. 

An application was received from John G. Sinclair of 
Orange county for a contract for the drainage of a body 
of overflowed land lying near John's Lake in said county, 
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which application was accompanied with letters from A. 
St. Clair-Abranis, Esq. and Hon. J, J. Harris, recom. 
mending that the contract be made. 

The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Sinclair 
that the Board desire some evidence that the drainage 
of said lands will not be objected to for sanitary reasons 
by the citizens living near the lands proposed to be re- 
claimed. 

The Governor laid before the Board two letters from 
Hon. Charles Delano, President of the Palntka and In- 
dian River Railway Company, enclosing sketch of that 
portion of the line of said railway lying between Enter- 
prise and Aurantia ; and stating that he is having a com- 
plete map prepared showing the entire "Ridge" over 
which the road will run — that it his desire to report" 
two and perhaps three lines instead of one, not exceeding 
in distance two miles apart, as this course will be much 
to the advantage of the Company in adjusting the right 
of way through private lands, and desiring to know if 
there is any objection to this course — Also stating that 
other parties, under an old charter, are making a sdrvey 
of the ronte from Enterprise to Indian river for the pur- 
pose of obstructing the Palatka Indian river Railway 
Company in the construction of that portion of their line, 
and asking that no lands be withdrawn from market for 
said parties until the Board shall have acquired a knowl- 
edge of all the facts. 

The Secretary was instructed to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of said letters and reply to Mr. Delano that no 
lands will be reserved from sale along the line of the Pa- 
latka and Indian River Railway without due notice to the 
Company, and opportunity given to establish all the facts 
— and also to say that for the purpose of a grant or res- 
ervation it will be necessary for the Company to establish 
one line of road in order that the limits of the grant may 
be defined. 

A letter was received from E. J. Berry, late Timber 
Agent, among other things recommending the removal of 
Thomas Osteen as Special Timber Agent for Taylor 
county, and that the Special Timber Agencies for Taylor 
and Lafayette counties be discontinued and that the 
Stum page on timber cut in said Counties be paid at Ce- 
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dar Keys: Which letter waa ordered to be ^ferred to B. 
M. Burroughs, Timber Agent. 

A. petition was received from a nomber of citissens of 
Orange county stating that the Booth. Florida Railroad 
had be completed and equipped and ig now in running 
order from Sanford to Orlando, a distance of 22 JJ-10 
miles, and asking that the alternate Sections of swamp 
lands on each side of said road be conveyed to the com- 
pany as provided in Chapter 3166 Laws of Florida. 

The consideration of which petition was postponed, 
and the Secretary instructed to correspond with the com- 
pany respecting the steps necessary for obtaining the 
lands claimed by the Company. 

The following bills were presented and approved: 

A. Poggett. Special Master, for statement of i-onpons 
furnished by order of the Board, ITiO.flO. 

E. J. Berry. Timber Agent. Expenses toe March. #T>4 <M>. 

C. A. Bryan. Jr., Binding for Salesman's Office. $'.'.30. 

Postage for Salesman* Office for March. f.U.W. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attent : 

President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, May 27, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Offii-e, 
Present: William P. Bloxham. Oofpfver. 
Tlenry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Oeorw P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hush A. Cor ley. Commissioner of ].mn0 k 
Ininiifrrntion. 
The Board, proceeded to the consideration of the prof to- 
ri t ion of John O. Sinclair for the reclame Hon of certain 
Swamp and overflowed lands in the vieiinv of John's 
Lake in Orange county, the Hon, J. J. Harris appearing 
before the Board to represent Mr. Sinclair. 
The following resolutions were unanimous: y adopted : 
Rcfioh-rtl. Tli at John G. Sinclair is hereby authorized to 
ditch and drain the swamp and overflowed lands in Sec- 
tions 1 and 2. T 2.1 S. R 26 E. and Sections 2. :\, i, 3. 6, T. 
10 and 11, T 23 S. R 27 E. provided the work shall be 
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4one so as to reclaita said lands and render them fit for 
cultivation, and shall ! he completed within twelve months 
from the adoption of these resolutions. 

I^sotmf, furtJw h 'That, in compensation for the work 
of drainage And reclamation of said lands, the said John 
G. Sinclair shall .receive, lands as follows, to wit: 

One half of the lands reclaimed, the lands to be divided 
according to quantity and valee by two Commissioners, 
one, to he appointed by this Board and one by the said 
.John G. Sinclair, the said Sinclair to choose which half 
shall be conveyed to him; of 

Two thirds of the lands reclaimed, this Board to have 
the privilege of selecting, without the intervention of 
commissioners, the one third to be reclaimed by the Fund ; 
or 

The Trustees will sell to the said Sinclair all the Swamp 
and overflowed lands as they now are in aaid ^cctiona at 
sixty cents per acre, to be paid for within sixty days. 

iiwolvcd, further, That the said John G. Sinclair shall 
notify this Board within thirty days of his acceptance of 
these resolutions and the alternative agreed to by him — 
otherwise, these resolutions shall be of no force or effect. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. B. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COKLEY, Secretary. 



• Tallahassee, Florida, May 28, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer 
Oeorpe T, Raney, Attorney General. 
Hush A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following entries made by Williams, Swaun and 
Corley were canceled : 

No. 11480. Lot No. 1, Seciion 35. NE4, W-V of SEJ and 
West* Section 26. T 59 S, R 40 E, containing according 
to the record of t}\e entry 605 acres, whereas, the true 
area is onlv 588.45 acres— amount of purchase money 
charged being $453.75. 
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Entry No. 9675, Ixrt No. 3, Section 35, T 5» S, K 40 E 
and Lot No. 2, Sec. 21. T 60 8, R 40 E. 68-12 acres- -pur- 
chase money $68.12— the said Lot No. 2 Se~. 21, T CO 8, It 
40 E being United State* land. 

An application was received from John W*. l*ri"e for a. 
change of Entry No. 9817 made by Mary E. Price of the 
NWi of SW| Section 28. Township 22. South. Range 27, 
East, upon the ground of a mistake in the application for 
entry — The affidavit not being in the form prescribed by 
the regulations of the Board, the change of entry was de- 
nied. 

Mr. J.. J. Johnson tendered his resignation us Special 
Timber Agent for Lafayette county; which waB accepted. 

A communication was received from the Fernundiiu. 
and Jacksonville Railroad Company, selecting for said 
Company the even-numbered sections of land within six 
miles of its line of road. 

Ordered, That the even-numbered sections of the Swamp 
and overflowed lands lying within six miles of the route 
of the Fernandina and Jacksonville railroad be tempora- 
rily reserved from sale. 

The Commissioner laid before the Board the following 
letter : 

Escambia, Fla., May 12th 188L 
Hugh A. Corley, Esq. 

Land Com. for State of Florida- 
Dear Sir : 

Last year I bought from the State of Florida Sees. 20, 
21, 22, 24, 25, 27 & ) of 28 Town 1 South, Range 28 West. 

Certain parties have commenced suit against me for 
cutting logs on said lands in actions of trover, and ether 
parties threaten to do so. 

They claim to own said lands under a certain Spanish 
Grant, and claim a United States Court has confirmed the 
patent or grant. 

Will the State defend this suit? If not, will they re- 
turn me my money with expenses'&c. and is there any 
provision made for retoraing money rec. for lands sold 
without title? 

Suit is commenced in Circuit Court of Escambia Co. 

32 I. I. • 
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Title ease— Pinney agt Skinner— An early ,.*plf .frill 
oblige vours truly, 

e. F.SK1NNEJ&. 

On motion, said letter win referred to the Attorney 
General. 

The Commissioner laid before the Board llie following 
eominuni< alien from the (Jeoejral I-and Offii r ; 

Department of the Interior. 
General Land Off ire 
Washington: I). C\ Ma; 7th 1481. 
Hugh A. Oorley, Esq., 

< onimtssiooer of l~umls £ I ni migration. 

Tallahassee Florida. 
Kir 

1 am in receipt of yqur letter of March loth last, rela- 
tive to the subdivision of Township 21 Sooth, Range 32, 
East, Florida. You state that it is alleged in a petition 
presented to you, "that there is nothing in the field to 
"show that this township has ever been sprveyed, except 
"the exterior lines. No corner posts, heaMnit 'rees, or 
"lines can be found, and the topography es shown upon 
"the official plats entirely incorrect." In reply I have to 
state an examination of the official records shows that 
yonj statement is correct that "All the land in that 
Township' (21 8. R 32 B) belongs to the State (Florida) 
"except Sections 3 and 4 and a part of Sections 2. 71, ft 
"and 10." It is also shown that said lands were approved 
to the State March 20. 185fi. 

An examination of the official plat of survey of Town- 
ship 21. South, Range 32, East,, shows that the "exterior 
lines" of the same were surveyed in the "second quarter 
of 1843" by H. Washington, and that said township was 
"sectionized" in July. 1847. by Jos. R. Richard; also, that 
said plat was examined, compared with field notes and 
approved by the Surveyor General March 1. 1848. 

Referring to yonr statement that "the State is willing 
"to have the township subdivided into secHons Recording 
"to the laws and regulation governing United States Sur- 
"veys, provided that this caif be lawfully done, and the 
"survey established as official," yon are informed that as 
said township has l»een once surveyed and the survey ap- 
proved bv the eovertiment. as is shown bv the plat nnd 
field notes on file in this office, there is no authority for a 



re-iHt-v«\v of the name, unless sperimti II y ;m ; Um-i/.nl , i«y 
Congress— It i», however, competent for the County Sur- 
veyor to reestablish all missing corners in accordance 
with the. fleld^nntes of original survey. - vhu-'i mav be-nb- 
t aiQed 011 appl ii-iii imi to t he Surveyor General of Florida. 
See Hill*- for tbo *'w»-efitahIisUment of !o-u i"rnerH," on 
pap* 2 of Circular**? November 1, 187JL .herewith 'farlmwl. 
Very raqm: t foil v. 
■■ . ■ J. A. WILLIAMSON. ( 'otmnissioiier. 

' Whir h letter was referred to the Commissioner <»f 1 ,«*»»'»* 
and Immigration. 

"' On motion, fe Q. Nevitt was appointed Special Timber 

Agent fpr Hernando coupty in the plaee of C. T. .Ten kins. 

The Attorney C.eneral laid before the Boar I a certified 

copy, of the following orders made In the V. S. Circuit 

Court at JncKsojivfTfe: 

• . 

In the Circuit Court of t*e United Stat<«< 
5th Circuit, Northern District of Florida. 

Charles P. flreepougft, > 

Admr. of Francis Vow, 

v» ■" In Equity. 

The Trustees of the Internal i 
Improvement Fond of Florida. ' 

On motion of the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida, defendants herein, it is Ordered : 

I. That said defendants, Trustees aforesaid, be and they 
are authorized to use and apply moneys that may come 
into their hands as proceeds of landB of the Internal Im- 
provement Fond, in the purchase and distribution of 
pamphlets relating to the State of Florida, its climate. 
lands and resources, and in advertising the lands of said 
fund, not to exceed one thousand dollars per year. 

II. That the orders heretofore made in thi* cause be 
and the same are hereby modified in so far as they may 
prevent or interfere with the sale of lands of an id Internal 
Improvement Fund to actual settlers thereou, residing 
thereon or having the same in cultivation, on the terms 
and conditions and in the quantity prescribed hy an art of 
the Legislature qf Florida approved March 7, 1881, nnd 
entitled "An Act to enable Rettlers on State lands to ob- 
tain titles thereto;" and said Trustees are authorized to 



5<jO 

k11 lands iu the quantities and on the terms and condi- 
tions prescribed by said Act. 

III. That the orders heretofore made in this cause are 
so far modified as to permit said Trustees to arry out the 
provisions of an act of Baid Legislature approved Feb- 
ruary 22. 18S1, entitled "An Act to provide for (he assess- 
ment and collection of taxes upon improvements on the 
public lands, and for the protection of occupying claim- 
ants of said lands," in so far as said act may apply to the 
lands of said fund and involve any action upon the part 
of the Trustees aforesaid thereunder. 

Done and ordered in open Court this* 23d day of May, 
A. D. 1881. 

THOMAS SETTLE. Judge. 

The Salesman was instructed to prepare and submit to 
the Board such changes, in the rules governing the sale of 
lands as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of 
the Acts of the Legislature referred to in the said OrderB 
IT and III of the Court. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

Haley T. Blocker, balance due for salary and expenses 
as Agent of the State in the Swamp Land Indemnity In- 
vestigation, $41.65. 

Mrs. I. C. Kendriek, care and feed of 2 horses for two 
months (Swamp Investigation), {30.00. 

Hugh A. Corley, caBh paid for Copp's Land Owner and 
Index, express charges and telegrams. |7.40. 

Postage Salesman's Office for April, $20.10. 

George P. Raney, telegrams in Railroad cases, $3.20. 

George P. Raney, Copies of orders of Court, $3.25. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President, 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. May 30, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
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The Governor reported that he had gone to Philadel- 
phia and had there entered into articles of agreement 
with Hamilton Disston for the sale to said Disston of 
four millions acres of land at twenty lire cents per acre, 
and placed said articles before the Board for the actios 
of the Trustees. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested to 
prepare a formal contract on the basis of the preliminary 
agreement for the sa le of four million acres of lands of the 
Internal Improvement Fund made by Governor Blozham 
to Hamilton Disston of Philadelphia, which preliminary 
agreement js accepted, but is to be subject to any modifi- 
cation which may -be agieed on and incorporated in the 
formal contract. 

Resolved, further. That the Salesman do withdraw 
from sale temporarily lands as they may be selected by 
said Disston or his agents. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLEY. 

Secretary, 



Tallahassee. Florida, Maj 31, 1881. 

The Board met at the residence of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 

Present: William D. llloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Gteorge P. Kaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General submitted to the Board. Articles 
of Agreement to tic entered into with Hamilton Disston 
of Philadelphia for the Mle to him of four million acres 
of land for one million dr>!i ire, which were approved and 
ordered to be drawn up ir duplicate for execution. 



m 

The IVninsnhrr Hull Road Company announced to the 
HoArfl Hmt It had compWted itoe. cbn**rtoctiao of ft*" Iftfe 
of road front Waldo W Ooala. and request that an 'fa|. 
gineer tte appointed to examine the roan ft'fttt * $eV W 
tmlfhftlg iht- lands in which me sa*d company Is etitftlWi 
under the Internal Improvement law. 

Ordered, that H. S. Duval 1* appointed the Engineer to 
examine the Vine of Haihd&d from Waldo to Oral a. 

The Governor laid before the Board the tolWwiag 
Swariijf land Indemnity certificates 

No, 6 embracing 1.214.7ft Beres 
f 7 '* 4 ( ^fl.Q« " || 

"ft " fi.711.71 

~ i ~ ' 
.Vnn milting in 

the aggregate , _' 

to 14,4fi.'S.45 acres, 

Baid I'l'i'tnii-nu's having been procured through the ageney 
of Sydney I. Wailes under a contract with the Board by 
which he is entitled to twenty per cent of the amount 
certified to the State. It was Ordered that certificate No. 
R, embracing 1,214.76 acres, and* certificate No. 8 em- 
bracing 1 .677.92 acres — he assigned to the said Sydney I. 
Wailes as* compensation for his services and that the 
other certificates tin tubers seven and nine be held sub- 
ject to sale under the existing orders of the Board. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from 
.Ttm*s B. Ihgrahain, President of the' South Florida Rail- 
road Company, stating that the railroad had l*en com 1 
pleted from Kanford to Orlando, and selecting in a* id 
Company, the twen-nuniliered Me* lion « of lfWirl within nix 
mites of the, ronte — and asking that the swnmp lands in 
the evcu-ntimhered sections within tis miles of said rail- 
road be conveyed to the roinp»ny. 

Ordered. That the Swamp lands in ^he even-numbered 
Sections within six miles of the Smith Florida Railroad 
be temporarily reserved from sale, and that H> S. DuVfc! 
be ftp pointed Engineer to examine and report upon tie 
ooaretrox'tton of the rodd fi-orn San ford to Orlando. 



The Board then adjourned. 

W: p. Kl.OXHAM, . 

tioveraor. 

Ht'flfl A. fOftl/FY. Keey. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Jnne IS, 1381. 
Tb« Board met hi tt* Executive OfB». 
rrwent: William TV Rloxtiam, (lovei'nor. 

Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 

George I\ Raney, Attorney General. 

The parties, Hamilton Oisston and- others, contracting 
with this BOftrtkifor the drainage of the suinnerbcd lands 
■oath of township twenty four and east of thtj ."**ade 
Creek having applied to thin Board for designation <»f the 
manner in which the lands reclaimed thereby shall be di- 
vided, and having recommended and requested the adop- 
tion of the foil* wing resolutions* which were ordered to 
stand over for future action, to wit: 

It is Resolved by the Board: That all lands .subject to 
reclamation within said limits shall be withdrawn from 
entry until after the work or reclamation under said con- 
tract shall have progressed to the extent of the reclama- 
tion of two hundred thousand acres', or to such other 
amoant as may be. hereafter agreed upon. When a division 
of no much as it then reclaimed shall he mode, gi vhig the 
odd numbered sections rcelnimed fo the said contracting 
panties and the even numbered sections shn.il be subjected 
to sale by the Board; and thence after and as tne woi* 
progresses whenever additional Imids to th** extent of two 
hundred thousand, acres, unTcsjt a different amount be 
fteteufter ageeed upon, be reclaimed^, the odd numbered 
«ectioii§ of iiif lit nils so reebmped shall lie deedWI to WW 
said confTactftig partita and* toe' e\eri numbered section* 
be subject to, sale by this. Boh rd : and so on in like manner 
until (he wo'rtt is finished. 

And be it further resolved; at tbe reo,ue«t of the ptfr* 
ties of the first part," \n said agreement, that the ffrtie fWr 
commencing the actuht ^tearatlon witWih tm? Ilmftti'df 
"aid territory with the force of men and machinery not 
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less than equal to the labor of one hundred men be and 
ia extended to the first day of January A. I). 1882. 

H. M. Burroughs Timber Agent of the Board appeared 
before them, and the advisability of discontinuing the 
Special Agency for Taylor County was discussed. 

Whereupon the following resolution was adopted : He- 
solved by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Kunl 
of the State of Florida that the Special Timber or Stump- 
age Agency for Taylor County be and is abolished; »od 
that the former Special Agent, Thomas Onteen do settle 
his accounts, and that B. M. Burroughs, the TimU-r Agent 
of this Board be authorized to conduct such set tlement 
on the part of the Board, and rollect and rncipt for any 
moneys due the Board by Osteen. 

The Bord then adjourned. 
GEO. P. RAKEY. W. D. BLOXHAM, 

Secretary pro tern. President. 



Tallahassee Florida June in, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present': William D. Rloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Comr of Lands & Immigra- 
tion. 

James E. Ingrahani Esq President of the South Flori- 
da Rail Road Company anj*>nred before (he Board and 
fifed a Plat of the completed portion of +he'i- ro:?d from 
San ford to Orlando and also of thi unmmpletpti portion 
of their road extending to Pnnta Rassa and asked "Hat 
the even numbered sections of swamp and overflowed 
lands on each side of said line of Road be; rcserved.froni 
aale for the benefit of said Rail Road Compact under the 
provisions of Chapter 3166 of the Laws of Florida. 

It was Ordered that the even numbered sections of 
swtuno lands within six miles of. the South Florida Rail 
Road from Kan ford to Orlando be reserved from "sale until 
the construction of said Road shall lie examined .ind re- 
ported upon, by H. S. Duval, civil Engineer, 
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Ordered, Further tbat the Secretary Notify r*aid Com- 
pany that the lands along the uncompleted line of said 
road, cannot be reserved from Rale under rite provisions of 
chapter 'HW, as said law provide* fur aid to railroad* 
constructed "in accordance with such plans and s|.iecinVa- 
tions of construction an may have been agreed upon be- 
tween the Trustee* of the Internal Improvement Fund 
and the Board of 'directors of such Railroad Company" 
ami i t frill be never**" ry tha,t .plans and HitriHrfMngi, 
shall be agreed upon between the Trustees and said Com- 
pany before any reservation can be made nnder said Act, 

The -Governor laid before the Board two .letters from 
B. 0, Lewis & Hons as follows : 

Tallahassee, Fla Jnne 1st 1881. 
Eon. Board of Trustee* Interna! Improvement Fund 
Dear Sim-; 

We desire to know whether yoor Board of Ti-ufttees, 
has made other deposition of the indemnity certificates 
from the United States Coiernmcnt, which were turned 
over to yon, by your State ajtent in the last day or two — 
than upon eons 'derm ioi> <if t-at i>id made through Mr. VV. 
V. iM'iiharii of iiur of 1 "' ■*•. If oot we desire to lie advised, 
what in the bent offer made for -oirh eertifu-ates in .mler 
to determine whether we will f.irther advanue uur bid, 
which we understand to be the highest before your board, 
If sale bas tieen mime at figure* below our offer. We de- 
sire that you will enter protest again*! such sale upon 
yonr records, for future determination. Respect fullv, 

B. C. LEWIS & SONS- 

Tallahassee Fla June A. .881. 
His Excellency- W, I». Bloxham Prest Bostrd Int. fa Fund 
Pear Sir : 

We desire to call your attention to our letter of the first 
in,st and the requests therein made which have :iot yet 
been complied with. 

And we ask if sale has been made of the cert iff* men- 
tioned in onr letter, whether yonr board will accept now a 
bid for any or all of such certificates as may hereafter 
come to the Fund. If y#* please state conditions, require- 
ments 4c, Yours respectfully 

B. C. LEWIS k SONS. 



Ordered that ffe «eerefary reply tn wiirf letter* and atfb- 
mif'the replica ti> the Hoard. 

K«i»»el A. 8w»nn_oo behalf of <\ T>. WTlIii'rd KiihmtftAl 
t »t the BoRrd a cropOnitfon to pfirehaae Poor tut) Hon am* 
of land ;ii twenty-Mi centn per acre cawh. Ordered that » 
reply; to *aid nronota'tinn be prepared and Fiiktnitfed to 
the Hoard. The following letter wa* , received fruni 
Ram ue 1 A. Kwann. 

tallahawee Fla June 16V7& 
Tni*t«e» I. I. Pond, 
rtentVtncn : 

Confirm inp my several com mnmient ions and telegram* 
to your Board, tinder date of Jfay 24 tb. 27th & 31 «t and 
Jnne 2d-fll I all of which t frnrtf vnu will again review) I 
now dem're to file thin my dnim tor CommWlom*— bay r*r 
a Ruin not ton than Ihree cents per acre on tho l.flfHMlftft 
MMt of land sold bv me to lame* Mae Lnren and other*, 
a* heretofore ad fined, to be paid by yo« from proceed* of 
wnrh other «nle a* von may determine to consummate it 
lien «f the wile effeefled by* me an above srafec 

T bej: fo call yonr attention to the reeofaitiont. of the 
Board April 27-77 and to the Patty iwaited to n«* Jnn* 
1-77. Tn thew» nartera (which have never been reTokad-, 
bnt hno» several time* been confirmed) ytm anthottue me 
to self "not 1e«* than ona million, nor more than 3,fKM).6it 
acrea-of land.'* at not lew than 30c per acre, in r*»snlofl<Mla 
of Meh lfith 1«*1. von «n rwndMled mv infraction* a*i» 
allow prrrehasaer to select lands In bodies' of Ift.tfftft aerea 
nod fo make t>*-™»*ent*. Hoy 1 nth. cash and balance -lany 
lW»2*nd Jany IRS!*. 

Under these wcreral »*n*n tret in»»n and P-nttT- T enh?p*tf 
into ne™ofif tiona for mlM of sufficient of the Ptate-lsa+l 
tn or"V'd» for t*i« iif''.Ktr"inc«fl against the Fund and dnly 
reported Pglc; made, fn .Jann-* Mac TAren "nil other*, of 
nne million acres st 4ftc. and of *bret? million acres to 
.lames Hastings, PhilipRythe and, others nf t.ondoiv at 
10c per acre. * WA , 

lo !b" first jw ilinaiV) ^'wiAnnn.vf ,,f ^l^|-g"j 
three dav« hc/or*> .the rennet vn*ffr*it'* tn vofjf- Unqt-rt ryt 
a nrcliminnrv & conditional ajjtrpeoient ^itb ffanyJt.o,') 
DisBton nf Phil* of 4.000 000 acres a'^ 25c, and of your 
nntfficftrfod to me Bf aa*A Conditional sale. 



Id the other rase flip parties were'nllowA'l toitll lul^ 
1st SI in which to make the! r deposit of tMO.iinn. bnt 
notified me that they were midy on to* IHth ulto to com- 
ply with their ce-ntract. 

I claim that, in effecting these desiruM -\ wiK t !*»▼« 
norompliHhed what I undertook and the: dnty. that wan 
assigned to me, I further claim that the other propositions 
made direct to your Hoard, .were occasioned b), mul were 
the result qt the competition brought about by tm\in pap 
nlarmng the undertaking and Mngir^ it (through my 
parties} to the notice of the present competitors. 

Hearing fnat ttr. TMssfon would likely fail trt rarrj 
oat hiB purchase, T now fin addition f6 tTSc wiles silread? 
effected by mfi' i-nnu> fcetntoe Von with «* fntth#*f jHnffhl 
'iimtr take the whole 4.4Wl*J*>tV aobes ;mrt pa* Mr #nm# 
I4O.000. more than any one etw» in willing m tmy: afirf. I 
propose that if von accept this ofrr, to Please vein fW»m 
nil obligations to. pay me the agreed commissions. 

In eqnil y. if not inn law. I am clearly entitled to the 
< 'i>mps agreed to be paid of 3c per acre, on 3.000.000 acres, 
hnt under no ci renin stances can I corisenr To a less com: 
pensatirth than 3c per acre, on the l.OfW.flOO acres Actually 

wild to James MaeLaren. and others. 

,i i • • i 

Be pleased to act spon this matter and let nve linve tbft 
result of conclusions this afternoon. Rcspectfnllr 

SAML. A. SWaST*. 

the Secretary wan instructed to aotifv Mr. rtn.mii that 
the Trustees do not think that he haa a strict leca' < Irtim 
to commissions but in view of his services as A™ent of Ihe 
Board ffhd of the heneAts which fhe fritid.nn* <WTvcc) rtom 
Ms tkerWc'es, the Trtisti»e* w)JJ »rikc ffttrt 'eoiWideriittoM tlte 
finewticin Of Hemnnerfrtitip htni ffcerefoK 

fbe following proposition w;ih received fr««i Alex St. 
Hair A bra n is arid - ordered to he spread iii?op rhe ni : mi'<M 

TaWnfc*ssoe Vh\. dun* Ifirh MM1 
T» thfc TrtiHtewr. fftftmial ImpMt*wihent PSlM ' 

r iimke-spplfrftliOn tr» piiMmse S^O.WKl acres' of lam] at 
SOe per arW r^stt. Or cOa'piNM, IB bodies sf MO acres atf4 
npwXrdW. t tft Steve- tW Tijffcr df Selection' bf SAr* 3 lands' b£ 
longing to the State, not already deeded to oilier*. ' f ttf 
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put up a forfeit of $20,000 and to select and paj for the 
250.000 acre* within ninety days from this date. 
Yours very Truly 

ALEX ST. CLAIR AHRAM8. 

The Salesman announced to the Hoard that the plat uf 
survey of the K1 >vi*l;i Tropical Railroad fmm Oca la to 
Tumpa hud been tiled and that the alterimti* wtions dec 
ignated by odd nombe-s of Swamp and Internal \m prove 
ment Land bad been !'«*erved from sale for the benefit of 
said Company under (lie previous orders of the Itoard. 

A bill of Charles E. iKke for printing amounting to 
f 101 .50 was presented and approved. 

W. H. Walker Sheriff of Wakulla Couhty pr/aented sa 
aeeount against \'-"- Board for $40.00 balance »f expeaaes 
and services In seizing cedar timber and guarding and 
rafting same to St Marks. 

Ordered that Twenty Dollars be paid Mp. Walker in 
fnll compensation for balance due him. 

Tbe following, Resolution, was offered — Resolved That 
after sirty days from the adoption of thin resolution the 
lands heretofore reserved for tbe benefit of the Lake -le- 
sup, Ocala & Kesaimmee River Railroad and Navigation 
Company shall be restored to market. 

Tbe consideration of said Resolution was {toarponed 
thirty days and tbe Secretary instructed to notify Hon. J. 
J. Harris President of said company that the foregoing 
resolution is under consideration. 

Alex St. Clair A brains in behalf of John G, Sinclair, 
proposed to the Board to purchase the land* embraced 
and described in the resolutions of May 27. 1881, and au- 
thor ixing the ™id Sinclair to reclaim the same and also 
the South West quarter of the South West qunrrer of 
Section Twenty-eight and the North West quarter, and 
tbe North West quarter of the South West quarter of Sec- 
tion Thirty-three in Township Twenty -two Snath. , of 
Raage Twenty-seven East and pay for the same at 80c 
per acre, which proposition was aceecpted by the Board — 
provided payment sr:ill be made within sixty days from 
this date. 



50© 

The following entry was cancelled, to wit : No. 9254, 
made May 24. 1880 by Nelson Benton embracing the fcRJ 
of NB}p& XEJ of SEJ of Ree. 14. in TtV.R 24 E. and 
the purchase money paid therefor amounting t.> S72.00 
was ordered to be refunded. The application for the can- 
cellation of said entry being arrompanied with tlie n<Ti- 
davit and reconveyance prescribed by the regulations of 
the Board. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adontM: 
Resolved: That hereafter the Trustees will not sell any 
lands except on the terms and at the prices fixed by the 
general rules and regulations of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secty. 
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Tallahassee Fla -Tune 17, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Atty. General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Comr. of Lands & Immi- 
gration. 

The Peninsular Bail Road Company having reported 
the completion of its road from Waldo to Qcala and asked 
the appointment of an Engineer to examine the construc- 
tion of said road — 

And the Florida Southern Railway Company having re- 
ported the construction of their road a part of the way 
from Falatka in tbe direction of Gainesville, 

It was ordered that H. R. Duval be appointed Engineer 
+o examine paid roads and report to the Trustees the 
manner of construction thereof. 

Tn view of the anticipated increase of work in the land 
office by reason of the recent large land sale and for ad- 
justing the Rail Road Grants it was Or^rrer" Thnt J he 
Salesman be authorized to employ temporarily an addi- 
t'onal clerk at a salary of Fifty dollar* uer month. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: AV. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secty. 
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Tnljahaww, Florida, -Tune 2T.tb. J SSI. 

The Board m«t. ./ 

Present : Hob. Win. I). BluxJiatu. Gevermuv ... '■•' ' 
Hon. \Vm. D, Barnes, Comptroller. 
Bob. Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Mr. Fred T. Myers wu elected Secretary pro re**. 

The Pntatka & I tin* inn River Railway Company having 
filed a survey of that part of the route of said Company 
between a point on the St. John* River opposite 1'alnika. 
and Tirwnville on Indian River; and the President of Raid 
Company having elected the odd-nnmnered aecHorts of 
land to be withdrawn. It wan ordered, that rhe odd nom 
bered sections of the lands donated to the State by the 
Act of Ootigreas of September* 28th 1850 on either Bide 
of Baid line or route nnd within nix miles i hereof be and 
the same are hereby withdrawn from sale until the further 
order of the Board. The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

FRED. T. MYKRS, Secretary pro tern. 

i' i- ■'" 



Tallahassee. Fla., June 29. 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Rloxham. Governor. 
W. T>. Barne*. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Atty. General. 
Hush A. Code v. Comr. Lands & fmmigru 
tion. 
The South Florida Railroad Company stibniitted to the 
Board the following specifications of const rut* tion : 

Plans of construction of the South Florida Railroad 
from Sanford, Orange County, Florida, to Punta Kassa. 
Monroe County, Florida, with a branch frotn Bartow to 
Tampa. 

First. The line of road for sixty feet from the centre 
shall be cleared of all standing timber. 

Second. The grading uliaH be for a sin ale track except 
at depots, turnouts and similar places wher» it shall be 
wider if required by the Engineer, with road bed fourteen 
feet wide in cuttings, with ditch of such width and depth 
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as to insur* perfect drainage, and nipe feet wr*'e on em- 
Ijaplctpents af the pi-age "type with elop^p of* opf nnrf;s*aJf 
to ope, in ajj excavatioP$ ( pr embankments n perfect 
(Iriiinaft*! BhaD be fiecured and no standing water will bo 
aJJpweg to come witbjri three feet of the lower side of the 
crpssties. 

Third. Al( cross ties Bhall be of heart yellow pine, cy- 
press or other dpirable wopd to he approved bv the Kngi- 
peer and shall be si*, foot long, eight inches on the fa,ce 
and five inches in thickness, well and carefnlly heddel 
and Iafd, fritbin two feet ftPm centre to centre. 

Eouj*tb. At all water -ways sufficient space shall be left 
lor the unobstructed passage of water. 

Filth. Ih the crossing of aU stream*, good apd siib- 
siaptial bridges shall be constructed accoydipg to the 
plans approved by the State Engineer — And over all 
#t paaiBR tUut are navigated, draw* shall be put in to admit 
the passage of boats or teasels usually laayigatipc the 
sa#ie, the nJans of said drawn to be apinjoved. by the 
State Engineer. 

Sixth. The eauee of the road shall be three feet. 

Seventh. The Iron or tfeel rail used shall not he les* 
than thirty pounds per lineal yard, and be of the best 
qqa,lity, secured to the ties with suitable Rpikes and 

platen. 

Eighth. That part of the road between San ford nnd 
Orlando now laid with iron of sixteen pounds per lineal 
yard shall be repaid with thirty pound iron as soon as the 
present iron is worn out. 

Ninth. The entire equipment shall be of the first class 
and shall at all times be sufficient for th™ prompt trans- 
portation of all passengers and freight ordinarily offer- 
ing. 

Tenth. The grades and curves shall he n.s the Chief En- 
gineer may adopt, provided however that no grade shall 
exceed sixty feet to the mile and no curve shall exceed 
four degrees of curvature unless approved by the State 
Engineer. 

Respectfully submitted to the Trustees of thp Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida. 

EDWARD R. TRAFFORD. Chief Engineer 
South Florida Railroad Company. 
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The following Resolution was unanimously adopted — 
Resolved, That after Oeo. G. MeWhorter has been satis- 
fied as to the balance of 22,000 acres of Swamp Land In- 
demnity certificates heretofore agreed to be sold to him 
and which have not been delivered — any further certifi- 
cates received by the Board shall be held wubject to pri- 
vate sale at the prices fixed for the like quantity of State 
land as may be expressed in any certificate received — But 
if two or more applications shall be made for any certifi- 
cate, the same shall be sold by the Salesman to the per- 
son who shall offer the highest price for the same. 

And it ib further Resolved, if the Salesman shall at 
any time before the receipt of any such certificates, re- 
ceive notice that any person, firm or corporation intends 
or desires to purchase any of said certificates when re- 
ceived. It shall be the duty of the Salesman on the future 
receipt of any of such certificates to fix n day sufficiently 
long after such receint to give notice to all such applicants 
that, on that day the certificates received shall be held 
subject to sale to the highest bidder and on such day the 
Salesman shall sell the said certificates to whomsoever 
shall offer the highest price therefor. 

The following "Resolution was adopted ; 

That all applications for drainage be postponed until 
after the adjustment of the sale of lands to Hamilton 
Bisston and the Railroad Grants of the two last sessions 
of the Legislature. 

Under the foregoing Resolution the following proposi- 
tions for drainaee were postponed : By .Tames P. San- 
chez for the drainage of St. Marks pond— By the Little 
River Canal Company for lands south of lake Tohopeka- 
liga. By Alexander Wallace for the improvement of 
Deep Creek. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the bond of C. Q. 
Nevitt as special timber agent for Hernando County 
which was approved. 

The Secretary wan instructed to notify Mr. Coryell of 
the withdrawal of the alternate sections within six miles 
of the Tropical Florida Railway Company, from Ocala to 
Tampa. 

A pronns^r^ wa^ received from George T. rittman of 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the purchase of half million 
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a i* res of land at twenty five cents per acre which proposi- 
tion was rejected. 

The following letter in behalf of I', It. Brown was or- 
tiered to be spread on the minutes: 

Tallahassee. Fla., June 2'., 18«1. 
To ITis Excellency, W. D. Bloxhain, President of Hie 
Board of Internal I ui pro re men t. 
Dear Sir: We as attorneys for J. B. Brown «ne iif tin* 
original incorporators of the Gainesville. Orala & l hut 
lotte Hurbor Kailroad Co. now Southern Railway Co., 
respect fully "request that be be notified bv your bosom 
blc l.u.h before deeds arc iu.nl.- \>\ tin- Board i" Southern 
Railway Co." under the State giant. Mr. Brown desires 
to be heard before the Board, for the purpose of present- 
ing certain important matters connected therewith - rea- 
sonable and timely notice is all he asks. 
Yours Truly, 
THRASHER & HAMPTON. 
AttyB for J. i.J. Brown. 

The following bills were presented and approved : 
To J. W. Britton, Express charges One Dollar & ~."i cts. 
To M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales for April and 
May 1975.59. 

To John McDougall. Stationary Bill, $15.15. 

To Henry A. L'Englc. Telegram to Philadelphia st.no. 

The Board then adjourned. 



W. D. BLOXHAM. 
President. 



Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secy. 



•The fcjecrctary was instructed to say to Messrs. Thrasher Jfc 
Hampton that if Mr Brown knows any season why lands should 
not be conveyed to the Florida Southern Hallway Company, he 
should communicate the same at once to the Trustees. 



I, William M. Mcintosh. Jr., Secretary of Hit* Hoard of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida, do hereby certify that the foregoing pages 
contain true and correct copies of the original minutes of 
the proceeding* of the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, an appears 
cif record in Volume** 2 and :{, of Ihe official minutes of the 
Board: containing the minutes of each meeting held, as 
recorded, beginning with the inevting held on Febroary 
s. A. I>. 1873, and ending with the meeting held on June 
29th. A. It. 1881, which said Volumes 2 and 3, are now 
in my official custody. 

In testimony whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and the Seal of the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the 
State of Florida, this the 
first day of August A. I>. 
Nineteen hundred and 
four. 
*\V. 51. McIsroSH, Jr. 
Secretary Board of Trus- 
tees of the Interna] Im- 
provement Fund of the 
S4ate of Florida. 
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ACCOUNTS AND BILLS PAID. 

Apthorp, W. L 130, 146 

Archer, Miss !?. M 247, 411 

Baker. J. M. & U. J. Ill, 146, 170, 254, 266, 333, 378 

Ball, L. D 242 

Barnett, W. J 185 

Beard, W. K 284 

Benbow, W. A. C .325 

Berry, E. J 194, 199, 245, 271, 272 

332, 334, 346, 350. 360, 365, 373, 404, 408, 
414, 428. 429, 442. 477, 495. 
Bisbee, H. Jr. .50, 73, 79, 82, 101, 108, 117, 119, 130 
Blocker, H. T..354, 365, 371, 378, 393, 405, 469, 500 

Bloxham, \V. D 415 

Boag & Bryan 74 

Britton, J. W 513 

Brown, W. C .208 

Bryan, C. A. Jr. .184. 227, 260, 326, 346, 361, 380, 
393, 395, 411, 495. 

Caldwell, C. E 305 

Choate, C. A. 277, 307, 312 

Coachman, B. A 307 

Cocke, W. A. . ; 80, 120, 138 

Corley, H. A.. .184. 195. 207, 210. 230, 233, 247, 250, 
* 25'J, 263, 268, 282, 307, 317, 326, 332, 347, 
357, 365, 371, 384. 386, 393, 404, 411, 415, 
437. 477, 482, 500 

Oowgiil, C. A 61, 74, 76, 85, 128 

Crane, H. A 153 

Denham, W. P 286, 378 

Dennis. L. G..73, 76. 77, 80, 84, 90, 99, 108, 114, 
118, 124, 128, 142, 145. 

Doggett, A 277, 305, 495 

Drew, C... 384 

Drew, Geo. F 230, 271, 316, 332 
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ACCOUNTS AND BILLS PAID— (Continued.) 

Dnrkee, J. H. 70, 82, 146, 362 

Duval, H. S 247, 250, 268, 361 

Dyke, «\ E 184, 193, 242, 277, 307, 357, 371, 

394, 415, 508. 

Dyke & Son '. 46, 212 

D. Eagan 43, 61 

Edniondson, G. W 117 

Florida Agriculturist 393 

Florida Express ; 54 

Floridian 331 

Florida Immigrant ^280, 286, 305 

Florida Union 99, 404 

Forward. W. F 195 

FoBter, C. H 74, 141, 140, 208, 209, 333, 408 

Foster, L. B 143 

Fowle. Alonzo 201. 207. 227. 233, 250, 260 

Frisbee, Geo. R ,227, 336 

Geiger, Isaiah , 358 

Gibbes. J. G 371 

Gore, Mahlon 404 

Gwvnn. W 199, 204, 284, 325, 342, 384, 411, 

415, 428. 

Hawkins, r. il 153 

Henderson. John A 260 

Hernandez, A 143 

Higgins. Edwin 108, 111, 117 

Hojrkins, Ohas. F 266, 268. 351, 371 

Jacksonville Press 193 

Jacksonville I'nion 305 

Jenkins. Horatio, Jr 99 

Johnson. G. H. 173, 330 

Jones. B. D 318. 305. 371 

Jones. G. YV 378. 384. 482 

Kendrick, Mrs. I. C 500 

Kendrick. R. J 460 

Kev of the Gnlf 2H5, 307, 305 

L'Engle, H. A 513 

Mapliee. J, T 411 

McDongal, J 43, 233, 288, 371, 513 

McGinlev. George 80 

McKinney. J. H 488 

Moseley. A 333 

Mundee, A. H 54 
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Myers, F. T m, 117, 128, 143 

Pacetti, N. A .• 305, 336 

Palatka Eastern Herald 380 

Raney, Geo. P 192. 208. S.U). 14± 247. 254, 

259, 263, 268, 275. 277, 284, 287, 292, 305, 307, 
325, 357, 379, 384, 386, 389, 393, 408, 411, 437, 
460, 506. 

Sibley, L. G 415 

, South Florida Citizen 404 

Southern Express Co 44 

Stearns, M. L 80, 97. 118, 124, 138 

Stewart, W. G.. Postmaster 173, 184, 199, 204, 

212. 227. 233. 242. 247. 255, 257, 260, 269, 
277, 282, 286. 305, 307. 334, 346, 360, 
:5S4. 4114. 411, 434, 437, 477, 495, 500. 

Stickney. John B 146 

Kwann. Sanil. A , 415 

T.i m jut Guardian 146 

Tampa Tribune 393 

Taylor. K. F. 289, 336, 350 

Tibbette, 8. 1 43, 44 

Townaend J. C 45, 54, 74 

Trafford E. B 54 

Union. Daily and Weekly.... 326 

Walker, D. 8 263, 268. 282. 284 

Walker. W. H .196, 508 

Walter. Philip Ill, 231. 357, 389. 408 

Wulton. P. H ...44, 60 

Webster. W. T 250, 287. 298, 415, 460. 473 

Wells, Henrr 326. 488 

W. U. Tel. Co 107, 135, 146. 339. 469 

Williams, M. A. . . .195. 199. 206. 210. 230. 242. 255, 
257. 260. 268. 271, 275, 277, 280, 286, 298, 307, 
326. 332. 339. 343. 346. 347. 350. 354, 358, 364, 
306, 368. 379, 384. 393, 395, 404, 414, 415, 437, 
469. 482. 513. 

Williams & Corley 126, 128, 130, 139, 

141. 143, 145. 

Williams & Swann 120 

Williams. Swann & Corley 146 

Wilson. W. R , 361 

Wofford. E. V. C 44 

Wombwell, L. B 347 



IT INDEX. 

ACCOUNTS ANLt BILLS PAID— (Continued.) 

Yokum. J. J 43 

Yonge, C. C 332 

ADAMS, J. &, See Treasurer of Trustees 8, 9. 

AGENTS OF TRUSTEES. See Wassilieflf, N. 8. 
1; Brown, Wm. C. 1; Wniles. S. Lj Van 
Fleet. Wm.; Cone. T. V. 

1. George H. Mercer appointed. 6 

'1. Will hung & Kwnun dicuarged from con- 
tract 23 

3. Will ia ii»!«. Hwnnn & Oorlev selected as 
Ageuts . 35, 36, 39 

4. Appointment of Geo. H. Mercer revoked.. 39 

5. William:*. Swami and Coder accept 
agency .43 

<;. Ijcih'i- and resolution as to duties and 

powers of 47-49 

7. Application of Win. H. Gleason for ap- 
jmintmeiit 95 

8. Application for appointment of Win. 
H. Ludlow as Agent to sell lands in Ea- 

rope 95 

9. Application for appointment of Win. H. 

Ludlow as exclusive agent to eel] lands 

outside of State 99. 100 

10. Keverdy Johnson appointed Agent to 

eel! lands in England 104 

1L M. A. Williams requests appointment 

as Agent 115 

12. Agency at .Jacksonville provided for 116 

13. George S. Norm appointed 131, 132 

14. Resolution adopted to discontinue 
Jacksonville Agency 156 

15. Resolution rescinded 166 

16. Agency requested by Z. King 166 

17. Trustees decline to renew Agency con- 
tract with G. Norris .185 

18. S. A. Wwann appointed Agent to sell 
Land Warrants 189 

19. Drummond & Bradford apply for Agency 

to adjust claims' 191 

20. Opinion of Attorney General as to power 

of appointing 199 



1XDBX. V 

AGENTS OF TRUSTEES— (Continued.) 

21. C. O. Brown requests agency at Washing- 

ton 209 

22. Theodore C. Cone requests Agency at 
Washington 211, 229 

23. S. I. Wailes requests Agency at Wash- 

ington 22S 

.' 24. Agency of Win. C. Brown at Tampa . . .186, 229 

25. Agency of Win. H. Hunt, revoked 248 

26. Recommendation of Ohas Pomeroy 306 

27. L. B. Wombwell appointed agent to ex- 

amine accounts of Receivers of J. P. & 

M. R. R 334 

ALDERMAN. ISAAC. 

Application from for change of land entry 200 

ALEXANDER C. R, 

Applies for change of land entry 150 

AMBLER & BRIDGES. 

Notice given to relative to construction of J. 

& St. A. R. R 37 

AMES, WM. O. 

Land entrv bv cancelled, and money refunded.. 382 
ANDERSON. .1 AMIES L. 

Land entries by cancelled .483 

ANDERSON KT AL. V. TRUSTEES. See Towns- 
send, J. C, 1 ; Eagan. Dennis. 17. 

1. Letter from Anderson's Solicitor asking 

views of Trustees as to scope and con- 
struction of decree rendered by U. S. 
Supreme Court L20 

2. Rpply to same 122 

3. R^solntion directing application for va- 

i-iition of injunction in 241 

ANDREWS. S. C. 
Asks information as to price of lands 239 

ANKENY. GENERAL. See Swamp and Over- 
flowed Lauds, 4. 

APALACHICOLA ARSENAL. See Chattahoochee 
Arsenal. 

APOPKA. LAKE. 

Petition from citizens near for grant of . 

land to drain. 229 



VI IN OKI. 

APOPKA CANAL COMPANY. 

1. AppliM for contract to drain certain 

land* 286, 293 

2. Resolution authorizing company to 
ditch and drain certain lands, and 
granting lands to it 294 

3. Accepts terms of resolution and ask for 

reservation of lands. Granted 305 

4. Given extension of time to fulfill con- 
tract 432 

5. Authorized to sell certain lands 443 

APTHORP, WM. L. 

Contract with authorized to make township 

plats . . 141 

ARCHIBALD, J. VV, 

1. Inquiry as to price of lands for railroad 

between Jacksonville and St. Augustine. . .358 
2. Reply of Trustees 358 

ARCHIBALD, R. B» 

Letter from, relative to building railroad 117 

ARNOW, G. J. See Fairbanks, George H. 

1. Asks reimbursement for losses on land 
entry 297 

2. Request denied by Trustees 304 

ATLANTIC COAST STEAMBOAT, CANAL AND 

IMPROVEMENT COMPANY. 
Applies for donation of lands 361 

ATLANTIC AND GULP AND WEST INDIA 
TRANSIT COM PAN V. See Florida 
Railroad Company. 1 ; Pen'nsiilnr Ry. 
Co.. 1 ; Yulee. D. L. 1. 

1. Communication from regarding proposed 

investment of Sinking Fund of Florida 

R. R. Co .27 

2. Asks that certain lands be certified to 

Peninsular Ry. Co 335 

3. Ordered that lands be reserved but not 

certified 356 

4. Assignment of portion of line to Tropical 

Fla. R. B. Co .434 

♦5. Certain lands withdrawn from market 479 

i 






INUKX. VII 

ATLANTIC, GULF AND WEST INDIA TRAN- 
SIT Cm. ■- -Sinking Fond of. See Doggett, A. 
1; Peninsula Ry. Co.. 1. 
Letter from D. 1* Yulee, V. P., about pay- 
ment* to 454 

ATTESTATION OF DEEDS BY TRUSTEES. See 
Knowlton, D. R., 1. 

ATTORNEY FOR TRUSTEES. See Cocke, Wm. 
A., 2, 3, 4, 6, 8; Attorney -General, 2; 
Walker, D. S. ; Baker, J. M. ; Barney, G. 
P.; Jones, C. W. 

1. Secretary authorized to employ counsel 

in re Vose v. Trustees 64 

2. H. Bisbee, Jr., appointed Attorney for 

Trustee* 85 

3. H. Bisbee, Jr., paid f 1,000 for services and 

court expenses 56 

4. Governor and Atty. Gen I. authorized to 

employ counsel in Voee case 76 

6. Governor alone authorized to employ 

counsel in Vose case 79 

6. To proceed against Geo. W. Swepson 102 

ATTORNEY FEES. See Accounts and Bills Paid. 

Amounts of. fixed in certain litigation. . 329 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

1. Requested to examine and report on all 

matters pending in litigation 147 

2. Made sole Attorney for Trustees 147 

3. Authorized to employ D. 8. Walker as as- 

sociate counsel 193 

AUCILLA k WACIS8A CANAL AND NAVIGA- 
TION COMPANY. 
Conferenre with representatives relative 

to grant of lands 358 

BAKER J. M. See Ft. Johns Railway Co. 

To go to New York as Solicitor for Trustees 

in Vose case 276 

BAKER. J. M. & H. J. 

1. Letter from and report upon their bill for 

services 169 

2. Bill ordered paid 179 



vin iRosx, 

BANKS. ANDREW. 

1. Makes proposition to buy 3,000,000 acres 

°f land 148, 149 

2. Suggests continuance of efforts to sell 

lands in England 177 

BABNETT, AARON". See Peace Creek Emigrant 

& Agricultural Company, 1, 2. 
BARWICK, ISAAC E. 

1. Files protest against issuance of deed to 

J. W. Hagan 392 

2.Trnstees decide to iiwue deed to J. W, Ha- 
gan 413 

BELL, EDWARD. 

Allowed special preemption on certaio 

lands 228 

BELL, JAMES C. 

Contest by, of State's clnim to certain lands. . .474 
BENET. S. V. See Chattahoochee Arsenal, 2. 
BENTON, NELSON. 

Land entrv bv. cancelled 509 

BERRY, E. J. See Moody; O. W„ 1, 2, 4; Tres- 
pass upon Public Lands, 6; Jenkins, 
C, T., 3. 
1. Employed as Agent to protect State .lands. .177 
2., Directions to, as to settlement with par- 

ties who cut timber under contract. ,197, 198 

3. Directed to obtain information as to 

amounts collected by former timber 
agents 198 

4. Directed to investigate cutting by G. W. 

Moody and trespass by G. F. Nutter 198 

5. Reports as to timber cut bv Henry A. 

Wyse .' 198, 209 

6. Report of trespasses committed 233 

7. Reports seizures of timber and asks for 

assistance 241' 

8. Authorized to employ Attorney. 241 

9. Makes report as to timber seizures 245 

10. Reports \ipon re-examination of timber cut 

by O. W. Moody 261 

11. Reports as to operations and recommends 

i stumpage system , 326 



ISDEX. IX 

BERRY, E. J-— (Continued.) 

■ 12. Augthorized to settle with parties who 

have cut timber 327 

13. Recommends reduction in charge for slit- 

ting shingles on State lands 338 

14. Appointed agent ad interim at Cedar Keys. .344 
i 15. Irregularities charged against by J. H. 

Stephens 347 

16. Files answer to charges of irregularities. .. .350 

17. Employed as opecial Timber Agent 429 

18. Resigns as Timber Agent .477 

19. Letter from, relative to Timber Agents in 

Taylor and LaFayette counties 494 

BEVILL, GRANVILLE. 

Applies for cancellation or change of land 

entry 151 

BISBEE, H. JR. 

1. Appointed Attorney for Trustees 55 

2. Paid 11.000 for services and court expenses. .56 

3. Paid $250 for services 73 

4. Paid $200 for services and court expenses 79 

5. Paid $fifl3.20 for services, etc 82 

6. Paid $775 for services 101 

7. Paid $1,000 for services 108 

8. Paid $500 for services 117 

9. Paid $5t>0 for services 119 

10. Directed to apply to F. 8. Supreme Court 

Court for order on Receiver of J. P. & 

M, R. R. to pay over funds in his hands. . .125 

11. Paid $1,048 for services and expenses 130 

12. Notifies Trustees of conclusion of certain 

litigation and presents bill for $24,023 
-for services and expenses 143, 144 

13. Resolution of Trustees relative to 144, 145 

14. Resolution rescinded 148 

15. Letter from, relative to adjustment and 

payment of his bill for $24.023.04 153 

BISHOP. P. P. See Westeott, John, 1. 2. 

BLACKBT'RN. MATHTAS M. 

Change of land entry hy. allowed : 378 

BLOCKER. H. T. 

Employed in swamp land investigation 41T 






X INOBX. 

BONDS, RAILROAD. 

Resolution adopted to ascertain amount and 
numbers of outstanding (Feby. 18T3) by 

different Railroads 4 

BORING, JOSEPH W. 

Land entry by, canceled and money refunded. .410 
BOWEN, W. L. L. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money re- 
funded 463 

BRADFORD. \VM. See San ford. H. S. 
BRANCH, DAVID. 

Notice of contest by of State's claim to cer- 
tain land 283 

BREVARD COUNTY. See Salesman of Trus 
tees. 11. 

Lands of Fund in, offered for sale 403 

BROOME, JAMES E. 

1. Communication from relative to Bale of 

Swamp and overflowed lauds 67-68 

2. Reply to communication 68, 71 

3. Reports gale of 1.UOO.000 acres of land 72 

4. Letter from, relative to sa'e of land in 

large quantities 79 

BROWN. CHARLES O. 

Requests agency to represent. State before 

U. S. Land Department 209 

BROWN, J. B. 

Requests to be beard before deeds are grant- 
ed to Southern Railway Co .513 

BROWN. WM. C. 

1. Letter from relative to terms of Agency 

at Tampa 186 

2. Proposition regarding terms of bis Agency. .229 

3. Proposition to buy lands declined 353 

4. Land entry by cancelled and money refunded. 410 
BRUSH, LOUIS J. 

1. Protest against his appointment as special 

Agent for collection of stumpage at 
Cedar Keys 335 

2. Letter from, relative to said appointment. .335 

3. No authority to appoint deputy agent 344 

4. Resigns as Special Agent at Cedar Keys 346 



INDEX . XI 

BRYAN, J. M, See St. J»Ims, Lake Eustis & Golf 
R. R., 4; Apopka Canal Co. 
Proposition from relative to drainage of 

certain lands 186, 200 

BURN8IDE, JAMES. See Hopkins, C. F., 3. 
BURROUGHS, R. M. 

1. Elected Timber Agent 478 

2. Recommends discontinuance of Taylor 

County Agency 504 

BUTLER. C. S. 

Application for cancellation land entry and 

refunding of purchase money 59 

CALHOUN COUNTY. Bee Stone, James B. 
CALL, WILKINSON. 

Communication from, relative to 1st 

Mortg. youdB of F. & G. R. R 433, 439 

OALOOSAHATCHIE RIVER. 

Lands in vicinity ordered iuto market 140 

CANALS. See Ship Canal; Gleasoa, Wm. H., 4, 
5; Bryan. J, M. 1; Apopka. Lake, 1; 
Apopka Canal Co.; Midland Railway, 
Drainage & Canal Co.; Sanford, H. 8. 

CANCELLATION OF LAND ENTRIES. See 
Land Entries, Cancellation and Change 
of. 

CARTER, ELBERT. 

Application from for change of entry 200 

CARTER,. GEORGE W. 

Purchase money for certain lands re- 
funded to 89 

CARTER, JOHN C 

Change of land entry allowed to 255 

CASON, JEMIMAH. 

1. Reports refunding of money for land 

erroneously sold to her 139 

2. Money refunded 139 

CEDAR KEYS. See Brush, Louis J.; Berry, E. 

J,; Jackson. H. P. 

L Agency at, to collect etnmpage 330 

2. Agent at. allowed commission of 20 per cent. .363 



, 
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III INDEX. 

CEDAR TIMBER, CUTTING OF. See Hodges, 
Andrew E.; Stutnpage; Timber Agents; 
Trespass upon Fund's Lands; Timber 
on Fund's Land. 
Resolution for compromising Hlegal cut- 
tings 814 

CHAMBERS, JOHN C. See Tropical Florida Ry. 
etc Co.; Midland Railway Drainage & 
Canal Co. iJ. et seq. 
Proposition from to loan State f 1.000,000 408 

CHAMBERS, JOHN G. See Greoad, Benj. O. 

CHANGE OF ENTRY. See Land Entries, Cancel- 
lation and change of. 

CHATTAHOOCHEE ARSENAL. See King, J. W. 

1. Atty. Genl. directed to take steps to have 

it conveyed to State. . 207 

2. Letter from General S. V. Lenet, T\ S. A., 

declaring State's title to complete and 
requesting receipt 225 

3. Attorney General requested to acknowl- 

edge receipt of property. 226 

4. Receipt signed by Trustees for property. .421-427 
CHENEY, E. M. 

1. Remonstrates for J. P. & M. R. R. To 

against xale of lands wcBt of Apulachi- 

cola River 77 

2. Proposition from, for purchase of lands 78 

CHOATE ,CHAS. A. See Florida Immigrant. 2. 
CLAIMS AGAINST IT. S. DEPARTMENT OF IN 

TERIOR See Eagan, Dennis. 12. 15; 
Drain mnnd & Bradford, 1 ; Agents of 
Trustees. 

Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 

instructed to settle all claims immediately. .18 
GLOYD, WM. C. 

Solicits advertisement for publication on 

Florida 279 

COCKE. WILLIAM A. 

1. Offers resolution to extend time for com- 
pletion of improvements by Southern 
Inland Navigation and Improvement 
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index. xni 

COCKE, WILLIAM A.— (Continued.) 

Company, under certain conditions ., .. . .8 

2. Authorized to draw on Treasurer for 

$50 — . expenses attending I". 8. Court 

in Jacksonville 19 

3. Authorized to draw on Treasurer for |50 — 

as attorney for Trustees . . . . 27, 45 

4. Allowed fl Ml, expenses atteuding U. S. 

Court in Jacksonville 46 

5. Offers resolutions relative to powers and 

duties of Agents 49 

6. Allowed |200 for professional services 54 

7. Requested to turn over to Secretary 

copy Hill of complaint in Anderson case.., 56 

8. Employed as counsel in St. Johns Railway 

Co. case 119 

9. Opinion relative to contest claim of 

Thos. Fisher. , .130 

COLE MAX, J. H. 8ee Cowgill, C. A., 8; A. Dog- 
get t. 2, 3. 

comptroller'. 

Resolution requiring report from ae to 
amount and number of outstanding 
bonds issued bv different Railroads 4 

CONANT, SHERMAN. See Vows v. Trustees, 7; 
Agents of Trustees, 27. 

CONE, THEODORE C. 

1. Asks to 1* employed to adjust land grant 

claims against TJ, S 181 

2. Proposition declined 184 

3. Asks for appointment as agent before U. 

8. Land Office 211 

4. Request declined 229 

CONGRESS OF U. 8. 

Urged to renew and extend certain land 

grants 232 

CONOVER, 8. B. 

Receipt as Treasurer from E. B. Duncan 

presented .22 

CONTESTS OF STATE'S CLAIM TO LANDS. 
See Bell. James C; Branch. David; 
Fisher, Thos. ; Fortner, Chas. E. ; Fort- 
ner, J. Ashley ; Fortner, M. G. ; Hatcher, ** 
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CONTESTS OF STATES CLAIM TO LANDS— (Con- 
tinued.) 

J. J.j Hatcher, Robert; Moore, diaries; 
Morgan. John O.; Piatt, William Cj 
Potter, Richard P. 

CONTRACTS FOR SALE OF LANDS. See Lands 
of Fund, Contracts, etc. 

COOK, ROBERT (J. See Swann, 8. A., 14, 

COOK, T. J. 

Asks that permits be not given to other par- 
ties to cat timber in District assigned 
to him 336 

COOPERATIVE COLONIZATION, TRUST COM 
PANT. 

1. Proposition to purchase lands. 84 

2. Resolution relative to sale of Monroe 

county lands to 91 

CORLEY. Hl'OH A. See Eagan, Dennis. 18. 

1. Appointed Secretary and Salesman of 

Trustees 3 

2. Resigns us Salesman 8 

3. Resigns as Secretary 33 

4. Refunded purchase money for certain 

cancelled land entries paid to him as 
agent for applicants 59 

5. Money refunded to as agent of F. S. Merritt. .104 

6. Elected Secretary and Salesman 147 

7. Pa pi $200 for expenses 204 

8. Conference with F. Vose and letter to 8. 

A. Swann relative to land sales abroad*, 
explaining decree in Vose case 222 

9. Requested to examine matters relating to 

State agency before U. S. Land Depart- 
ment 306 

CORYELL, L See Wailes. Sidney L. 12. 

1. Query as to certain wagons and teams 393 

2. Requested to transmit to Treasurer accep- 

tances for sale of certain horses and 
mules 404 

3. Reports as to joint property in re Swamp 

Land Indemnity Investigation sold by 

him — •- — *H> 

4. Reports *ale of wagon 431 



IKDBI. XV 

COWGILL, C. A. See Pease Creek Emigrant & 
Agricultural Co., I, 2; A. Doggett. 3. 
L Offers resolution for appointment of 
George H. Mercer as Agent of Trustees 
to sell lands. . . . % 6 

2. Offers resolution providing reward to in- 

formants against trespassers, .adopted 7 

3. Moves amendment to proposition of Great 
- Southern Ry. Co. to build road and buy 

lands .13 

4. Offers resolution authorizing Attorney- 

General to draw on Trea«urer for 
$511 — , expenses attending I". S. Court 
in Jacksonville 19 

5. Offers resolution relative to Vose letter 

regarding employment of counsel and 
bringing lands into market 19 

6. Directed to proceed to New York and 

collect funds in hands of Moses Taylor 
belonging to T. I. Fund 32, 33 

7. Offers resolution fixing salaries of Treas- 

urer and Secretary 34 

8. Reports his acts in New York to collect 

funds from Moses Taylor ,37 

9. Accounts for $150 ordered paid 61 

10. Chosen Secretary nf Trustees U 

11. Requested to make index of proceedings, etc. .73 

12. Directed to demand and receive from 

Moses Taylor or others all bonds of 
Florida R. R. guaranteed by I. L Fund 78 

13. Receives bonds of Florida Railroad from 

Moses Taylor 79 

CRAFT. D. ISAAC. See Timber Agents. 

District as Timber Agent extended 359 

CROSBY. RICHARD. 

Change of In ml entry by 434 

CROSBY, T. C. H. 

1. Authorized to change land entry 343 

2. Action reconsidered By Trustees 247 

CURRY. W% S. 

Land entry by ordered cancelled and money 

refunded 242 






XVI IXDSJC. 

i 

DADE COUNTY. See Salesman of Trustees, 11. 

1. Officers of, notified of revocation of Win. 

H. Hunt's Agency 248 

2. Lauds of Fund in, offered for sale .403 

DALLAS, JOSEPH. * 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 118 

DALLAS, L. W. 

Application to enter laud at reduced price... 160 
DANIEL. J. J. See Westtott, John. 1, 2. 
DAVIS, W. G. M. 

Letters to, relative to employment in J. P. 

& M. R. K. appeal 251 

DAY, SAMUEL T. 

Presents account for services as late treas- 
ure 69 

DECREES OF COURT. See Williams, Swann & 
Corley, 11. 1L»; Randall, J. C, 2; Ander- 
son et al. vs. Trustees, 12; St. Johns 
Railway Co.. 4. 

1. In case of Vose v. Trustees 50-52, 323, 369 

2. Resolution adopted instructing Attorney 
of Trustees to itisiitnte proceedings to re- 
open Vose case and have decree annulled. . .53 

3. H. A. Corley explains features of Vose 

decree to S. A. Swnnn 223 

4. Order by Judge Kettle modifying decrees 

in Vose v. Truetees 264, 391 

5. Attorneys in Railroad cases request Trus- 

tees to move for immediate issuance of 
Mandate upon affirmance of decree of 
U. S. Circuit Court 470 

6. In Greenongh v. Trustees 499 

DELANO. CHARLES. See Palatka & I. R. Ry. Co. 
DENMARK, WM. H. 

Land entry by, cancelled and purchase 

money refunded 143 

DENNIS, LEONARD G. See Timber Agents; 
Pomeroy, Chas., 1, 
Appointed Timber Agent 70 



IN DEI. xrn 

DEVALL, JAMES O. 

Land entry by. cancelled and purchase 

money refunded 155 

DIBBLE, CALVIN R. See Dibble & Swepson, 1. 
DIBBLE & SWEPSON. 

Powers and authority as confidential agents 

revoked 102 

DICKERSON, E. N. See t/owgill. & A., 8; A. 
Doggett, 3; Vose, Francis, 4, 5. 

1. F. Vose suggests impropriety of continu- 

ing him ns Attorney 43 

2. Delivers to Trustees two bonds of Florida 

Railroad Company 59 

DI6STON, HAMILTON AND ASSOCIATES. 

1. Proposition from, for drainage of certain 

lands 432 

2. Contract with, executed 437 

3, Articles of Agreement with Trustees signed. .463 

4, Resolution modifying Articles of Agree- 

ment 471 

fi. Articles of Agreement, as executed, filed.. . .48d 

6. Governor submits articles of agreement. .. .501 

7. Resolution upon articles 511 

8. Resolutions submitted by, for adoption by 

Trustees relative to terms of reclama- 
tion operations r 503 

DOCKRAY. F. A. See Jacksonville, nnd St. Au- 
gustine Railroad Company. 1, 4 ; Ambler 
& Bridges, 1. 

DOGGETT, A. Bee Williams, Swann & Corley, 11. 

1. Request for payment of certain funds to 

Genl. II. R. Jackson 27 

2. Requests Trustees to order J. H. Coleman 

to turn over to him as Receiver certain 
• funds belonging to Trustees 43 

3. Given authority to receive funds in posses- 

sion of J. H. Coleman, and required to 
receipt to Treasurer of Trustees 46 

4. Authorized to collect any money of Trus- 

tees in bands of Moses Taylor 59 

2 Index. I 
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DOGGETT, A.— (Continued.) 

5. Resolution relative to transmission of 

moneys to as Receiver .98, 100 

6. Letters from, relative to transmission of 

proceeds sales or* lands .109 

7. Requests Trustees to give instructions to 
Secretary 110 

8. Letters and reports from, relative to Sink- 

ing Funds 461 

DRAINAGE OF LANDS. See Bryan, J. M., 1; 
Apopka, Lake, 1; Harris. J. W., 2; 
Stone, Jan. R. ; Apopka Canal Co.; 
Tropical Florida Ry, etc. Co.; Midland 
Railway. Drainage & Canal Co.; Glea- 
son. W. H., 8; Hunt. W. H.; Dieston, 
Hamilton; Wallace, Alex. 
Projects for postponed pending Disston ad- 
justment 512 

DREW, C. See \\ estcott, John, 1, 2. 
DREW. QOV. GEO. P. 

1. Elected President of Board 147 

2. Conference with P. Vose relative to dispo- 

sition of proreeds of land sales 222 

DREW, JOHN* T. Bee Swann. S. A., 6. 

1. Makes proposition to settle Vose judg- 

ment 205 

2. Submits draft ttf agreement for settling 

Viise claim from proceeds of sale of lands. .218 

3. Agreement disapproved liy Trustees 222 

4. Makes proposition to surrender all cou- 

pons outstanding guaranteed by I. I. 
Fund 235 

5. Proposition declined 239 

DRUMMOXD & BRADFORD. 

Apply for appointment as Agents to adjust 

claims 191 

DUNCAN, E. B. 

Receipt to. for payment for certain lands 

presented ,22 

DUNCAN, H. s. 

Letter from, relative to agency in Santa 

Rosa Co 287 



ISDBI. 

DURKEE, J. H., SHERIFF. 

1. Presents bill for fees .70 

2. Bill for services as referee 146, 154, 171 

DUTCH BONDHOLDERS.^ See Schutte, J. Fred. 
DUVAL COUNTY. 

A. T. Williams appointed agent for collec- 
tion of stumpage in 343 

DUVAL, H. S. See Swamp and Overflowed Lands, 4. 
EAGAK, DENNIS. See Decrees of Court, 2. 

1. Elected Salesman of Trustees. 8 

2. Requested to act an Secretary pro tern 9 

3. Instructed to settle claims and collect 

warrants and moneys from U. Si De- 
partment of Interior 18 

4. Offers resolution for payment account of 

Williams & Swanti. selecting Agents. ..... .23 

5. Presents demand of Jacksonville and St. 

Augustine R. R- Co. for withdrawal of 
certain hinds from market 28 

7. Reports amended proposition for appoint- 

ment of Williams. Swann & Corley to 
select Swamp and Overdo wed Lands. . . .31, 32 

8. Amended proposition accepted by Trus- 

tees 32 

9. Oflers resolutions relative to Treasurer of 

Trustees 33 

10. Elected permanent Secretary 36 

11. Offers resolution fixing price of S. &. O. 

lands... ....28 

* 12. Directed to go to Washington to settle 
claims with U. S. Department of In- 
terior an collect warrants, moneys, etc 
due State *0 

13. Authorized to receive $130, expenses 

Washington 40 

14. Resigns as Serretary of Trustees 61 

15. Directed to settle claims with U. S. 

Dept. of Interior 88 

16. Money refunded on account of land entry. . .108 

17. Appointed to manage J. P. k M. R. R- Co. 

and receive its net income and tolls 117 

,£ 
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EAGAN, DENNIS— (Continued.) 

18. Notified Trustees of readiness to settle 

accounts as Agent of State and Genl. 

Hgr. of J. P. & M. R. R .171 

EAST FLORIDA RAILWAY CO. 

1. Petition from, submitting plans and spec : 

ificatious of construction, and asking 
reservation of lands 453 

2. Even numbered sections along line re- 

served for 479 

EASTMAN, HANEY G. 

Requests grant of lands 89 

EATON, RAY P. 

1. Services engaged to collect claim of P. & 

G. R. It. Co. against United States for 
transporting troops. ... 90 

2. Resolution engaging services rescinded 128 

EDUCATION, BOARD OF. See Timber Agents, 1 

Concurs in resolution relative to stumpage 

money 188 

EILAND, N. D. AND LEVI. 

Land entrv by, cancelled and money refunded. .306 
ELLIOTT, D. H. 

Seeks aid of Trustees in Establishment of 

"Home for Immigrants" 209 

EMMONS, WM. H. 

Change of land entry by, allowed 249, 2S2 

ENTRY. See Land Entries, Cancellation and 

Change of. . - 

FAIR, FRANK B. * 

Asks donation of land to locate Immigrants 148 

FAIRBANKS, GEORGE R. 

1. Requests Trustees to cancel certain land 

entries by G. J. Arnow and W. T. Shu- 
ford and to relinquish lands 163 

2. Resolution of Trnstees upon request 164 

FAYE, A. G. See Ship Canal, 3. 

FERNANDINA AND JACKSONVILLE RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 
Submits plat of line and details of construc- 
tion, and asks reservation of lands. 
Reservation ordered 480, 497 



INDEX. 

FERRIS, HENRY C. 

Change of land entry by, allowed 306 

FILER, FREDERICK. See Pease Creek Emi- 
grant & Agricultural Company, l f 2. 
FINLEY, S. Y. 

Alleged trespass by W. G. Fonee referred to 

for adjustment 210 

FISHER. THOMAS. 

1. Notice of contest by, of State's claim to 

certain land 129 

2. Opinion of Attorney General in re Fisher 

contest 130 

3. Contest of, temporarily dismissed 137 

FITZPATRICK, J. B. See Hicks, W. W. 

Makes application to purchase lands 127 

FLORIDA, ATLANTIC & GULF CENTRAL 
RAILROAD CO. See Johnson, G. H-, 1. 

1. Liability of to seizure and sale . . .152, 153 

2. Investment of funds lilonging to Sinking 

Fund of 332 

3. Indebtedness of, to coupon holders 461 

FLORIDA. ATLANTIC AND GULF CENTRAL 

RAILROAD CO., BONDS OF. See 
Honstoun, Edward. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

List of. purchased by Trustees 203 

FLORIDA CENTRAL RAILROAD. See Florida, * 
Atlantic & Gulf Central R R. Co.. 1. 
Resolution by Directors relative to indebt- 
edness of E. Houstonn 31S 

FLORIDA IMMIGRANT. THE. 

1. Resolution to discontinue subscription to. ..266 

2. Agreement to insert advertisement in 273 

3. Subscription to and advertisement in dis- 

continued 312 

FLORIDA RAILROAD COMPANY. See Drew, 
John T. 2, 3 ; Swann, B. A.. G, 7. 

1. Gives notice of cancellation of contract "% 

with Fouth Florida R. R. Co. and of 
Change of name .113 

2. Indebtedness of, to coupon holders .461 

.r 



xxn INDEX. 

FLORIDA RAILROAD, BONDS OF. See Cow, 
gill, C. A., 8, 12; E. N. Dickerson, 2; 
Vose, Francis, 4, 5; Taylor, Moses, 3, 
4j Gwynn, Walter, 1. 

1. Vose enjoined from selling certain bonds 

and notes 400 

2. Resolution not to receive bonds in pay- 

ment for landB 401, 418 

3. Inquiry from W. Hallett Philips as to 

Free Land Bonds of company .408 

FLORIDA RAILROAD, SINKING FUND OF. 
Bee Atlantic and Gulf and West India 
Transit Company, 1 ; See Vose, Francis. 

1. Letter and proposed resolutions from 

Francis Vose relative to 4 

2. Resolutions adopted relative to 4, 5 

3. Proper mode of obtaining possession of 

discussed 5 

4. Matters connected with investment of, 

discussed 7 

5. Letter from D. L. Yulee relative to future 

payments to 454 

FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

1. Successor of Gainesville, Ocala and Char- 

lotte Harbor R. R. Co. . 473 

2. Proposed modification of details of con- 

struction approved A 473 

FLORIDA TROPICAL RAILROAD COMPANY. 
See Tropical Florida Ry. etc. Co / 

FORTNER, CHARLES E. \ 

Notice of contest of State's claim to certain 

lands 278 

FORTNER, J. ASHLEY. 

Notice of contest of State's claim to certain 

lands 278 

FORTNER, M. G. 

Notice of contest by, of State's claim to cer- 
tain lands 270 



Modf. xxnj 

FOSTER, CHARLES H. Bee Treasurer of Trus- 
tees, 5, 12; Peaae Creek, 1. 

1. Chosen Treasurer of Board 3 

2. Offers resolutions providing for commit* 

sioners to settle claims and receive war- 
rants and moneys from U. S. Depart- 
ment of Interior lg 

FOWLE, ALONZO. 

Makes proposition relative to immigration 

paper ". 187, 188, 190 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

John Theobald appointed agent for collec- 
tion of stumpage in 342 

FRIES, JOHN O. 

Proposition from, to survey certain lands. 

Accepted 4TB 

FRY, JOHN H. See Swann, 8. A., 6. - 

1. Letter from, relative to purchase of lands 

and canal enterprise 245 

2. Proposition from, for purchase of 
6,000,000 acres 482, 483 

3. Letter froitf Secretary to Fry stating 
views of Trustees 3b to proposition 484, 485 

GAINESVILLE, OCALA & CHARLOTTE HAR- 
BOR RAILROAD CO. See Vose v. 
Trustees, 12; Brown, J. B. 

1. Makes application to purchase lands 231 

2. Inquiry relative to transfer of lands if 

granted by Congress 235, 237 

3. Submits draft of agreement for grant of 

lands 312, 31T 

4. Resolution hy Trustees relative to reser- 

vation and sale of lands to - .322 

5. Survey of route, Lake City to Charlotte 

Harbor, filed 368 

G. Files list of lands selected and requests 

reservation 369 

7. Requests sale to it of certain lands 309, 373 

8. Resolutions of Board upon request 369, 374 

9. Amended details of construction pre- 

1 sented 375, 391 



XXIV INDEX. 

GAINESVILLE, OCALA & CHARLOTTE HAR- 
BOR RAILROAD CO.— {Continued.) 

10. Bequests Board t» recon^id^r actiun rela- 

tive to reservation of lands r 380 

11. Resolutions of citizens asking aid for road. .382 

12. Swamp land within G miles of line re- 

served from sale pending decision of U. 

S. Court 385 

13. Resolution defining conditions of lands 

conveyance to 387, 388 

14. Order of U. £. Court authorizing reserva- 

tion and sale of lands by Trustees in 
accordance with Act of legislature, 
Resolution of Trustees thereon 391 

15. Complaints against survey of, and request 

to restore reserved lands to market 433 

16. Name of road changed to Florida South- 

ern Ry. Co 473 

GAMBLE. ROBT. H. 

Presents account for Attorney's fees 64, 69 

GARY, S. M. 

1. Asks return of purchase money for lands. . . .40 

2. Request denied ........ .43 

GIBBS, JAMES G. 

Letter from, relative to duties as State En- 
gineer 436 

GILES, WM. 0. 

Asks appointment aa Agent to sell lands 259 

OLE A SOX, WILLIAM H. 

1. Requests extension of time for Southern 

Inland Navigation and Improvement 

Co. to complete work .8 

2. Presents proposition to purchase certain 

lands 61 

3. Agreement entered into with Trustees to 

purchase ceYtain lands west of Apalach- 
icola River 62-63 

4. Reports completion of canal from Lake 

Worth to Ocean and requests convey- 
f ance of lands as per contract 93-94 

5. Request not complied with hy Board 94 



u 



index. xxr 

OLE A SON, WILLIAM H.— (Continued.) 

6. Application of for appointment as Agent 

to sell S. & O. Land 96 

7. Protests against sale of certain lands. 142 

8. Resolution authorizing biiu to drain lands 

rescinded 298 

GODWIN, SOLOMON. See Relinquishment of 

Title, 12, 13. 
G0UL8BY. ALLEN. 

Land entry by. cancelled and monev refunded. .247" 
GRANT, ALEX. See Suwannee River'; Withla- 

eooebee River. 
GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

1. Proposition from to build road and pur- 

chase lands. .3 

2. Detailed proposition from, to build road 

and purchase lands , 9 

3. Detailed proposition discussed 12, 13 

4. Detailed proposition amended and adopted. 13, 14 

5. Contract embodying detailed proposi- 

tion. * 15. 16, 17, 18 

6. Map of route presented 64 

7. Requests issuance of Boats to certain lands to. 90 
GREELEY, J. C. See Hopkins, Cbas. F. 

Letter from, relative to accounts as Re- 
ceiver of J. P. & M. R. R 22 

GREEN, JAMES D. f-'ee Pease Creek Emigrant 

& Agricultural Company, 1, 2. 
GREEN, JOHN W. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money re- 
funded 412" 

GRENAD. BENJAMIN O. 

1. Makes proposition to remove obstructions 

from Withlacoochee River 3* 

2. Submits articles of incorporation to re- 

move obstructions from Withlacoochee 
river ^ 

3. Purchase money for lands refunded to 139 

GREENOUGH, CHAS. P. 

As Administrator of Vose and Trustee 
of heirs applies for new deeds to certain 
I lands conveyed to Mr. Vose 449 



XXVI INDEX . 

■ 

GREENOUGH, ADMR. V. TRUSTEES. 

1. Trustees made parties to suit 459 

2. Authorized to pay expenses of swamp land 

indemnity investigations 460 

3. Orders granting certain motions of Trus- 

tees' Arty 494 

GREY, W. T. 

Offers to canvass as Immigration Agent 149 

GULF & ATLANTIC TRANSIT CANAL COMPANY. 

Requests grant of lands 88 

GWYNN, WALTER. 

L Certificate of receipt of Fla. R. R. bonds 135 

2. Presents his official bond 150 

3. Required to furnish certain papers to Attys. .240 

4. Submits statements and accounts as 

Treasurer of Fund 462 

HAGAN, J. W. See Barwick, Isaac E. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded. .431 
HALL, ICHABOD C. See Hagan, John W. 

HALL, JOHN F. 

Allowed to change land entry 233 

HALL, JOHN M. 

Change of land entry by 418 

H ALL! HAY, 8. F. See Lee, J. A., 1. 

HAMILTON COUNTY. 

Appraisement of land* in reduced .' 276 

HAMMOCK. SAMUEL. 

Change of laud entry by, allowed 282 

HAMMON, n. F. 

1. Proposition from to purchase lands 186 

2. Resolution of Trustees upon .196 

3. Time for makintr purchase extended 229 

4. Applies for further extension of time 392 

HANES, G. E. 

Application for refunding of purchase money 

for landB : 69 

HARRIS, JAM Eg A. See Westcott, John, 1, 2. 

HARRIS, DR. J. V. 

1. Asks for reduction in price of certain lands. .258 

2. Asks privilege of draining certain lands. . . .274 
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HART, H. L. See Weatcott, John, 1, 2. 
HART, I. I). 

Trustees decline to make deed to heire-at-law. .42© 
HART, GOV. O. R. 

Death of announced 64 

HART AND MONROE. 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 69 

HARTRIDGE & CHISHOLM. 

Attorney GenL authorized to employ them 

in re I. I. Fund vs. Edward Houatonn 269 

HASTINGS, JAMES. See Swann, S. A., 16. 

Letters from relative to land sales A 409 

HATCHER, J. J. 

Notice of contest by, of State's claim to cer- 
tain lands 273 

HATCHER, ROBERT. 

Notice of contest by, of State's claim to cer- 
tain lands 274 

HAWBS, H. W. ' ▼ * . , 

Offers services to prosecute claim of P. & G. 

R. R. vs. U. S 25ti 

HAWKINS, A, B. See Agents of Trustees, 2, 7, 

HELVENSTON, GEORGE, 

Letter from, relative to trespasses and 
recommending sales of timber by stump- 
age system 242 

HENDERSON. JOHN A. See Pisston, Hamilton. 

HENDERSON & HENDERSON. See Wiley & Aitken. 

HEN O RICK SON. P. P. 

Letter from, relative to West Fla. & Mobile 

R.R 173,186 

HERNANDO COUNTY. ■See Tampa, Agency at. 

HICKS, W. W. 

1. Makes application to purchase certain 

lands 1 Jf 

2. Resolution of Trustees on application 138 

HIGGINBOTHAM, ELIJAH. 

Inquiry as to permit to cut logs -oo 






XXVIII INDEX. 

HIGG1N8, THOS. B. See Relinquishment of Title. 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY. See Tampa, Agency at 
HILTON, B. J. See Swann, S. A., 11. 
HILTON, R. B. See Attorney for Trustees, I. 
HODGES, ANDREW E. 

1. Asks permission to cut cedar from certain 

lands 90 

2. Asks that permit* be not given to other 

parties to cut timber in District as- 
signed to him 336 

HOLLAND V. STATE. 

Attorney General instructed to apply for 
dismissal of appeal to U, S. Supreme 
Court 379 

HOLMES COUNTY. 

Maps of State lands in, for county officers. ,. .287 

HOME FOR IMMIGRANTS, See Elliott, D. H. 

HOPKINS, CHARLES P. See Paeetti, A. N.; 
Swamp and Overflowed Lands, 4. 

1. Letter from, relative to trespasses in Put- 

nam County 266 

2. Directed to prosecute certain trespassers. . . .267 

3. Makes report 267 

4. Claim of. for services in Dec., 1879, and 

Jany., 1880 367 

5. Declines to proceed with swamp land in- 

vestigation 417 

HOPKINS, EDWARD, See Lake Harney and 

Indian River Tram Road Co. 
HOUSTOUN, EDWARD. See Hartridge & Chisolm ; 

Lester, R, E.; Florida Central R. R.; 

Houstoun, Patrick. 

1. Delivers to Trustees 108 certain bonds 

of the F., A. &. G. C. R. R. Co 41 

2. Said bonds cancelled 41 

3. Treasurer directed to collect moneys from 

executors of 115, 116 

4. Correspondence with, relative to balanees 

unaccounted for of F., A., & G. C. R. 

R, proceeds 203 

5. Settlement of indebtedness offered by Ex- 

ecutor 315 

* m 
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HOUSTOUN, PATRICK. 

1. Offers settlement of E. Houstoun's in- 

debtedness 316 

2. Resolution of Trustees relative to settle- 

ment 315 

HOWARD, DR. II. C. See Gainesville, O. & C. H. 
R. R. Co. 1, 2. 

UOW ELL, THOS. J. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded. .264 

HUNT, WILLIAM H. 

1. Appointiiipnt as Agent revoked .....243 

2. Resolution authorizing him to drain lands 

rescinded 298 

3. Protests against rescinding resolution 307 

HUTCHINSON, JAMES H. 

Land entry by. cancelled and money refunded. .233 

HYER, ALBERT. See Peneaeola & Louisville R, 
R. Co.. 1. 

IMMIGRATION, RUREAU OF 

1. Makes request for $5,000 appropriation 

made by Legislature 32T 

2. Trustees authorized to use certain moneys 

for 499 

IMMIGRATION PROJECTS. See Eastman. 
Haney G.; Studwell, E. A.; Cooperative 
Colonization Trust Company; Klein, 
Martin, 1; Wassilieff. N. S. 1; Fair, 
Frank B.. 1 ; Grey, W. T., 1 ; Fowle, 
Alonzo. 1; Rippey, H. C, 1; Elliott, D. 
H. ; Tropical Florida Ry., etc. Co. 

INGERSOLL. R, G. See Gainesville, O. & C. H. 
B. R. Co., 2. 

INGRAHAM, JAMES E. See South Florida R. R. Go. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS. See 
Miekles, Myron L. 1. 
Price of, in Suwannee county .306 

ITALIAN COLONY. See Studwell, E. A. 
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JACKSON, H. P. Bee Stumpage 3, 4. 

1. Letter from, relative to expenses collecting 

stumpage 227 

2. Petition for bis appointment as agent at 

Cedar Keys to collect atumpage 336 

3. Appointed 316 

JACKSON, HENRY H. See Doggett, A., 1; An- 
derson v. Trustees, 3; Vendors' Lien. 

1. Advises proceedings to cause sale of P. & 

a R. R 192 

2. Conference with, requested 237 

3. Granted authority to institute certain 

suits in name of Trustees 351-355 

JACKSON, JACOB. See Kendrirk, RoLert J. 
JACKSONVILLE. 

1. Agency for sale of State lands at, pro- 

vided for . 116 

2. Resolution adopted to discontinue agenry.. .156 

3. Resolution rescinded and compensation of 

Agents fixed 166 

JACKSONVILLE ANT) ST. AUGFSTINE RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. See Vose, Francis, 
2; Reservation of Lands. 1; Jackson- 
ville. St. Aug & Indian River Ry. & 
Nar. Co. 

1. Demands withdrawal of certain lands 

from market . 28 

2. Resolution of Trustees denying such de- 

mand ' 28 

3. Application from for purchase of lands 29 

1. Resolutions adopted providing for sale of 

lands to road 29-31 

5. Notice given to Ambler & Bridges relative 

to completion of 37 

6. Lands provisionally granted to and with- 

held from sale restored to market 51 

JACKSONVILLE. PENSACOLA & MOBILE R. 
R. See Greeley, J. C. 1 ; Cheney, E. M. ; 
Tensacnla & Georgia R. R.-l, 2; Eagan, 
Dennis, IS: Vose. F., 9: Jackson, H. R-, 
1: Anderson v. Trustees. 3; Davis, W. 
G. M.. 1 ; Vendor's Lien, 1. 
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JACKSONVILLE, PENSACOLA & MOBILE B. B.— 
(Continued,) 

1. Resolution relative to collecting judgment 

debt against 103 

2. Copy of decree in case against, presented 

by H. Bisbee, Jr 107 

3. Dennis Eagan appointed to manage and 

receive of , 11T 

4. Consultation relative to vendors' lieu 

against .319-322 

5. Resolution to take steps to get early hear- 

ing of appeals to U. S. Supreme Court 

in eases involving J. P. & M. R. R 355 

JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE & INDIAN 
RIVEB BAILBOAD AND NAVIGA- 
TION COMPANY. 

1. Makes application to purchase certain lands. 13S 

2. Memo of contract sought to be made with 

Trustees for building road 182 

3. Proposition embodied in Memo declined. .. .185 

4. Proposition to purchase certain alternate 

sections of land 235 

5. Petition of citizens that Trustees sell cer- 

tain lands to road. 374 

JENKINS, C. T. 

1. Terms of appointment as stumpage agent 

for Hernando county 336 

2. Petition for his removal 359 

3. H«n, H. T. Lvkes asks Jenkins' removal. . . .377 

4. Official bond of, approved 383 

JOHNSON, G. n. 

Suit instituted by ?12 

JOHNSON, J. J. 

Resigns as Timber Agent of Lafayette county. .497 

JOHNSON, BEVERDY. 

1. Appointment of as Agent to sell lands in 

England 10* 

2. Time for paying draft extended HI 

3. Time for paying draft further extended 118 

4. Death of announced 125 
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JONES, BARTON D. See Swamp and Overflowed 
Lands. 4; Accounts and Bills raid. 
Submits instruction* from Department of 
Interior relative to examination and 

proof of swamp lands 333 

JONES. C. W. See Accounts and Bills Paid. 

Employed in ci.-cs on r.ppeal in U. S. Court.. .358 
JULIAN. GEORGE W. 

Asks appointment as Agent to adjust Swamp 

Land claims 259 

KENDRICK, ISABELLA Q See Kendrick, Robert J. 
K END RICK, ROBERT J. ^ 

1. Asks relief in matter of certain land pur- 

chases 175 

2. Resolution of Trustees 175 

KENDRICK, WILLIAM H. 

1. Makes proposition to remove obstructions 

in Caloosahntchie River for grant of 
Swamp Lands 21 

2. Offers to act as ag>*nt to pell lands in En- 

rope 258 

KEN WORTHY, DR. C. J. See Ship Canal, 3. 
KICKLIGDTER, ANDREW. 

Change of land entry by, allowed 274 

KING, J. W. 

Copy of deed from, to grounds of Chattahoo- 
chee Arsenal 422 

KING. Z. 

1. Requests authority to act as Agent for 

sale of lands in Polk, Manatee and Mon- 
roe eonntiea 166 

2. Notice from Gainesville Land Office of 

complaint filed by 212, 251 

KLEIN. MARTIN. 

Makes application to purchase certain lands. . .126 

KNAPP, F. B.. CLERK OF COURT. 

Presents bill for fees. . 73 

KNOWLTON, D. R 

Inquiries as to sufficiency of attestation to 

Trustee's deed 278 
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KOCH, CHARLES. 

Presents bill for services as Immigration 

Agent 87 

LAKE GEORGE, LAKE EUWTIH & GULP R. H. CO. 
Application for grant of certain alternate 

sections of land 10# 

LAKE HARNEY AND INDIAN RIVER TRAM 
ROAD CO. 

1. Application for grant of land .80, 81 

2. Application refused 96 

LAKE JEBUP, OSCEOLA AND KI8SIMMEE 

R R & NAV. CO. 

1. File* diagram of line and requests land 

reserve , .810 

2. Resolution reserving lands 310, 325 

3. Piles specifications of construction SIT 

4. Proposition to restore to market lands 

reserved for A 608 

LAKE WORTH, CANAL PROM TO OCEAN. See 
Gleason, Wm, H., 4, 6. 

LANDS, ENTRY OF BY SETTLERS. See Pa- 
latka Military Reservation. 
1. Regulations governing 169 

LAND ENTRIES — CANCELLATION AND 
CHANGE OF. See Alderman, Isaac; 
Alexander, C. R; Ames, Wm. O.; An- 
derson, Jas L. ; Benton, Nelson; Bevill, 
Granville; Blackburn, Mathias M.; 
Boring, Joseph, W. ; Bo wen, W. L. L. ; 
Bradford, Wm.; Bntler, C. 8.; Carter, 
Elbert ; Carter, George W. ; Carter John 

t C, ; Cason Jemimah; Crosby, Richard; 

Crosby, T. C. S. ; Curry, Wm. S. ; Dallas, 
Joseph; Denmark, Wm. H-; Devall, 
James O. ; Eiland, N. D. and Levi ; Em- 
mons, Wm. H.; Ferris, Henry C; 
Gonlsby, Allen; Green, Johh W. ; Ha- 
gan, J. W.; Hall, John P.; Hall, John 
M. ; Hammock, Samuel; Hanes, G. E.; 
Hart and Monroe; Hewell, Thos. J.; 
Hutchinson, James H; Kicklighter, 
S Index. g? 9 
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LAND ENTRIES— CANCELLATION AND CHANGE 
OF.— (Continued.) 

Andrew ; Langford, Tbos. B. ; Loe, 
David J.; Lee, E. IT. ; Long, Saimiei A.; 
Marsh, Reuben ; Man- hull, :!<"iiiinwn. 
Heirs of; Masters, James; McAuJay, 
Charity E.; MeKenna, Tlios. P.; Mc- 
Rae, Norman; McWhorter, Geo. G. ; 
Merritt, Alex.; Miller, Win. ; Moody, 
Win. B.; iSloragne, N. H. ; Morrison, 
Elizabeth A.; Munro, Peter; Murrb.ee, 
J. M.; Newsom, Mary Ann; O'Neill, 
Laban and Wm. ; O'Quinn, Andrew M. ; 
Overstreet, Malcolm M.; Padgett, 
Elisha; Plant, Michael; Piatt, Abel; 
Porter, Flora C; Reid & Teasdale; Bob- 
bins, Leonard; Roler, John H.; Ropes, 
E. E. ; Rutherford, J. J.; Seals, Rowena 
C. ; Seward, Zachariah; Sharp, Wm. 
H. ; Sparkman, Elijah B. ; Sparkman,. 
James M. ; Spofford, 0. J.; Sumner, 
Alex. C; Sykes, Howell T.; Taylor, J. 
S.; Thomas, Jacob W. ; Thompson, 
Saml. B. ; Tibbetts, Ada M. ; Tucker, W. 
8.; Turaburke, Geo. W.; Van Fleet, 
Wm.; Vinzant. John, Jr.; Weeks, 
James; Welle, Mrs. A. J.; Westfleld, 
David; Wiley & Aitken; Williams, 
Thos. M.; Wilson, B. R. 

LAUDS BELONGING TO FUND. See Broome, . 
James E.; Cheney, E. M., 1, 2; Lake 
Harney and Indian River Tram Road 
Co., 1, 2; West Florida & Mobile R. R. 
Co., 1, 2, 3. i J 

1. Resolution adopted providing for estimate 

of quantities of in each county 5 

% George H. Mercer appointed Agent to *=ell .... 6 
3. Reward provided to informants against 

trespassers upon .7 

. : <A 
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LANDS OP FUND, APPLICATIONS TO PUR- 
CHASE. See Gleaxon. William H., 2; 
Broome, James E., 3, 4; West Florida 

t & Mobile R. R. Co., 1, 2 ; Great Southern 

Railway Co., 7; Williams, Swann & 
Corley, 17, 18; Cooperative Colonization 
Trust Co.; Lake Harney & "Indian 
River Tram Road Co.; McLin, S. B.; - 
Klein, Martin, 1; Fitzpatric-k. J. B., 1; 
Lane, John W.. 1 ; Vose, F-, 8; Leonard, 
A. "W., 1: Westt-ott, John, 1, 2; Jaxv., 
St. Aug. & I. R. R. R. & Nav. Co., 1, 2, 3, 
4; Hicks. W. W., 1, 2; Banks, Andrew, 
1; Simpson & Co., 1; St Johns, Lake 
Eustis & Gulf R, R, 1, 2; Hammon, 
H. F. ; Swann, S. A., 6, 7; Drew, J. 
T., 2, 3; Muscogee Lumber Co., 1; 
Stephens, H. H., St. Clair- Abrams, 
Alexander. 1; H. S. Sanford. * 

LANDS OF FUNDS, CONTRACTS FOR SALE 
OF. See Gleason, William H., 3; Che- 
ney, E, M., 2; West Florida & Mobile 
R. R. Co., 3 ; Great Southern Ry. Co., 5. 

LANDS OF FUND, PRICE OF. See Legislature; 
Broome, James E., 1, 2; Swamp and 
Overflowed Lands; Cooperative Coloni- 
zation Trust Co., 2. 

1. West of Apalacbicola River .61-63, 85 

2. In Suwannee county 306 

LANDS, SALE OF. See Gleason. W. H., 2, 3; 
Mercer, Geo. H.; Williams, Swann & 
Corley, 6 et sceq.; Cheney, E. M-, 1, 2; 
Broome, James E. ; West Florida & 
Mobile R. R. Co., 1, 2, 3; Great South- 
ern Railway Co., 7. 
1. Governor requested to obtain opinion of 
Supreme Court as to powers of Trustees 
relative to 3 

r " r 2. Terms of sale as fixed by decrees of U. 8. 

> ''■ Court - 283 

3. By installment, under Act of Legislature. . . .477 
r 1 *. 4. Resolution as to terms and prices of sates. . .609 
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LAND CERTIFICATES. See Williams, Swans & 
Corley, 14; Cheney, E. M., 2; Great 
Southern Railway Company, 5, 7; Wag- 
staff, Thos. H., 1, 2; Swann, S. A., 10. 

LAND GRANTS, ALTERNATE SECTIONS— 

APPLICATION FOR. See St. Johns .4 

J Railway Co., 1, 2; Lake George, Lake 

Eustis & Gulf R. R. Co.; Gainesville, O. 
& C. H. R, R. Co.; Jacksonville, St. **{ 
Aug., & I. R. R. R. & N. Co.; Tampa, "^ s "'i 
P. C. & St. J. R. Ry. Co. ; East Fla. Ry. ** 

Co.; Fernandina & Jacksonville R. R. 
Co.; Tropical Florida Ry. Co.; South *-Vj 
Fla. R. R.; Midland Ry., Drainage & 
Canal Co. 

LAND OFFICE. 

Resolution relative to correspondence to and 

from .. ,t 

LANDS PATENTED TO STATE BY U. 8. 

1. Patent for lands selected by Williams, 

Swann & Corley .140 

2. Patent for 16,873.73 acres received, 

through S. I. Waileg . . 345 

3. Patent for 895,875.02 acres received, 

through S. I. Wailes 351 

4. Patent for 2,819,662.22 acres received, 

through S. I. Wailes 375 

5. Patent for 536,995.15 acres received 

through Williams, 6wann & Corley 376 

*6. Patent for 4,639.51 acres, Swamp Land 

Indemnity, received through S. I. Wailes. .487 

7. Patent for 58,484.12 acres, received 

through Chas. Pomeroy 488 

8. Patent for 214,271.76 acres, received 

through S. I. Wailes 488 

LAND WARRANTS. 

1. G. S. Norris recommends issuance of . .178 

2. S. A. Swann submits plan for sale of 187 

3. Resolution providing for issuance of .189 

4. Price of fixed 189 

LANE, JOHN W. 

Makes application to purchase lands 127 
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LANGFOBD, THOMAS B. 

Change of land entry by 489 

LANIER, THOS. C. See Lake George, Lake 
Eustis & Gulf B. B. Co., 1 ; St. Johns, 
Lake EustiB & Gnlf Railroad, 1. 
LEE, DAVID J. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money re- 
funded 412 

LEE, E. M. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money re- 
funded 227, 35a 

LEE, J. A, See Grenad. Benj, O. 

Accounts of for recording approval of 

Swamp Lands 199,205 

LEE, J. II. 

Appointed special agent to collect stumpage. .336 

LEGISLATURE. See Transportation Bates. 

1. Bequests Trustees to reduce price of 

Fund's lands 60 

2. Requested to provide for agency in New 

- York 148. 

3. Conference with Committee on Public 

Lands of 289, 203 

4. Certain members recommend adoption 

of stumpage system 293 

L'ENGLE, HEN BY A. 

1. Elected Treasurer of Fond 441 

2. Presents bond as Treasurer of Fund 442 

LEONARD, A. W. 

Makes proposition to pnrchase certain 1 amis.. 132 

LESTEB, B. E. 

Employed by Atty. Genl. in. re Trustees ▼. 

E. Houstoun ." 270' 

LEVEE, WILLIAM. See Kendrick, Bobert J. 
LEWIS, B. C. & SONS. 

Letters from, relative to Bale of Swamp 

Land Indemnity Certificates 506" 

LEWITH, E. J. 

Makes inquiry about certa : n guaranteed bonds, 188 
LITIGATION. Bee Attorney General, 1.. 
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LONG, SAMUEL A. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded, .211 

LUDLOW, WM. H. See Williams, Swnnn & Cor- 
ley, 17; Agents of TrusteeB, 8. 

LUTHER, W. F. 

Recommends selling cedar on stnmpage sys- 
tem 207 

LYKES, H. T. See Jenkins, C. T., 3. 
LYNCH, FRANCIS J. 

1. Application for deed for 128 

2, Application granted , 155 

MABBETTE. I. M* 

Petition from to drain and purchase certain 

lands 184, 200 

MACDONALD, J. A. See Williams and Swann, 4. 

MACDONALD. MARY A. 

Deed ordered executed to 843 

MAD DON, THOMAS. See Pease Creek Emigrant 
& Agricultural Company, 1, 2. 

MADISON COUNTY. 

Appraisement of lands in, reduced .270 

MANATEE. 

Territory assigned to special timber agent 

at 392, 395 

MANATEE COUNTY. See Tampa, Agency at; 
Salesman of Trustees, 11. 
Lands of Fund in, offered for sale 41S 

MANN, A. S. 

Requests deed for certain lands 200 

MABSH, REUBEN. 

Land entry^ by, cancelled and money refunded. .441 

MARSHALL, BENJAMIN, HEIRS OF. 

Application for refunding purchase money 

for certain lands. Granted 21 

MASTERS, JAMES. 

Land entry by. cancelled" 334 

McAULA Y. CHARITY E. 

Change of land entry by, allowed. 282 
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McCULLOUGH, THOS. E. 

Application for appointment of, as agent for 
collection of stum page on north side of 
Choctawahatchee Bay 343 

McDonnell, s. d. 

Inquiry about securing contract to clear 

Withlacoochee River 413 

McINTYRE, D. T. See St. Johns, Lake EustiB and 
Gulf R. R. Co. 5. 

McKENNA, THOMAS P. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded. .431 
McLIN, S. B. 

Makes application for purchase of certain 

lands 119 

McMILLAN, JOHN C. See Moragne, N. H. 
McRAE, NORMAN. - 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 69 

McWHORTER, GEORGE G. 

1. Makes application for change of land en- 

try ..188 

2. Sale of swamp land indemnity certificates * 

to 619 

MEMORANDUM PLAN. See Vendor's Lien. 
MERCER. GEORGE H. 

1. Appointed Agent of Trustees to promote 

sales and settlement of lands. Terms 

of appointment 9 

2. Appointment revoked , 39 

MERRILL, JAMES G. 

Propositions to compromise case against 

for cutting cedar timber on State lands.. 299 

MERRITT, ALEXANDER. 

Cancellation of land entry by and refunding 

of purchase money ordered 189 

MICKLE8, MYRON L. 

1. Makes proposition to purchase certain I. 

I. lands ■ • 

1 2. Letter from relative to cancellation of 

5 land coupons .Qt 
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MIDLAND RAILWAY. DRAINAGE AND CA- 
NAL COMPANY'. 

1. Submit proposition to drain Everglades 

and adjacent lands 302 

2. Letter from Secretary of, relative to com- 

pensation 311, 327 

3. Letter from President of, relative to 

drainage 331, 338 

4. Resolution providing for grants of lands 

to, to aid in work of drainage and re- 
drainage 331, 338 

5. Terms of resolution accepted 341 

6. Requests reservation of certain lands 

from sale 347 

7. Request denied ...... . 347 

8. Inquiring as to price for 1,000,000 acres of 

land 353 

9. Inquiry relative to purchase of lands 392 

10. Letters from President of, asking reser- 
vation of lands 457, 458 

MILDER, WILLIAM. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded. .442 

MILLIGAN, RUFUS. See Mims, James R. 

MILTON, W. H. 

1. Asks approval of agreement to arbitrate 

dispnte relative to cutting of timber in 
Wakulla county 233, 234 

2. Asks for maps of State lands in Holmes 

Co., to enable county officers to detect 
trespassing 287 

MIMS, JAMES R. 

1. Grant of lands to, to aid in digging canal 

in Santa Rosa county 352 

2. List of lands granted amended 363 

MONROE COUNTY. See Tampa, Agency at; 
Salesman of Trustees, 11. 

1. Resolution relative to sale of lands in 91 

2. Lands of Fund in, offered for sale 41T 
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MOODY, G. VF. See Berry, E. J. t 4. 6. 

1. Letter from, relative to trespasses 251 

2. Hearing of charges of trespass against 253 

3. Letter from as to amount of timber he cut. . .267 

4. Timber Agent ordered to re-examine 

amount of timber cat by 258 

5. Report of re-examination ; action of Trus- 

tees 261 

6. Asks permission to cut cross- ties on State 

lands 359 

MOODY, WILLIAM B. 

Applies for change of land entry 208, 263 

MOORE, CHARLES. 

Complaint entered by, as to character of 

certain lands * .230, 255- 

MOORE, T. J. See Merrill, James G. 

MORAGNE, N. H. 

Application for cancellation of land eutry 

and refunding of purchase money.. 59, 73, 84 

MORGAN, JOHN O. 

Decision in contest case of ...42fr 

MORRISON, ELIZABETH, A. 

Applies for cancellation of land entry 263 

MTJNRO, PETER. 

Applies for cancellation of deed and refund- 
ing of purchase money 132 

MURRHEE. J. M. 

Change of land entry by, allowed 386 

MUSCOGEE LUMBER CO. 

1. Makes application for purchase of certain 

S. & O. lands 250, 256 

2. ABks for reconsideration of application 258 

NEVITT, C. Q. 

ABks that permits be not ^iven to other par- 
ties to cut timbe riu District assigned 
to him 336 

MEWSOM, MARY ANN. • 

Purchase money off lands refunded to 1S*» 
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NEW YOKE AND FLORIDA LUMBER, LAND 
AND IMPROVEMENT CO. 

1. Lands reserved from sale for, restored to 

market 5 

2. Public notice of restoration to market 

ordered . 6 

NIBLACK. S. L. See Gainesville, 0. & C. H. R. 

R. Co., 3. 
NO GUAGE OR SINGLE RAIL RAILROAD 

AND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

OF FLORIDA. See Westcott, John, 1, 2. 

NORRIS, GEO. S. 

1. Appointed Agent to aid in selling lands. . . .131 

2. Extension of time to make sales re- 
quested 141, 142 

3; Time further extended .142 

4. Suggests continuance of efforts to sell 

lands in England 117 

5. Reports on efforts to sell laud in England.. 177 

6. Recommends issuance of State Land War- 

rants 178 

7^ Trustees decline to renew contract with.... 185 
NUTTER, GEO. F. See Berry, E. J., 4, 6. 
OCLAWAHA RIVER SWAMP. See Williams, M. A., 5. 

0*NEIL, LABAN AND WM. 

Land entry by, ordered cancelled and 

money refunded '. 268 

O'QUENN, ANDREW M. 

Change of land entry by. 402 

OSBORN, T. W. See Great Southern Ry. Co.; 
Agents of Trustees, 8. 
Appointed agent to assist Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration in adjusting 

claims 18 

OVERSTREET, MALCOLM M. 

Change of lands entry by allowed 412 

FACETTI, A. N. 

1. Letter from, enclosing bills, in regard to 

trespass 206,21* 

2. Letter from, rela(tive to practices of 

trespassers 285 



■ 
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PACETTI, A. N.— (Continued.) 

3. Appointed Bpecial agent to collect stump- 
age for St. Johns county 337 

PADGETT, ELISHA. 

Change of land entry by 287 

PALATE A AND INDIAN KIVEIt RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 

1. Sketch of portion of line submitted 494 

2. Files survey of part of line and asks res- 

ervation of lands 510 

PALATKA MILITARY RESERVE. 

1. Resolution providing for sale of swamp 

lands in 308 

2. Land offered for sale 325 

3. Resolutions relative to homestead entries 

in 375 

4. Act of Congress confirm ing entries and 

warrant locations in 416 

5. Resolution recommending that Legisla- 

ture relinquish lands in entered by set- 
tlers under homestead laws 417 

PAPIN, PETER. See Cooperative Colonization 
Trust Company. 

PARKER, J. W. C. 

Inquiry from, about tops and branches of 

cedar 333 

PARSLOW, ALFRED H. See Van Fleet, William. 

PASCO, S. 

Letter from, as to settling Merrill timber 

case 228 

PATENTS. See Lands, Patents to. 

PATRICK. HANNAH JANE. See Hutchinson, 
James H. 

PEASE CREEK EMIGRANT & AGRICUL- 
TURAL COMPANY. 

1. Notice given of change of share-holders, 
, and power of attorney presented by C. 

A. Cowjnll to execute new contract with 
Trustee* 3^84 

2. Trustee* authorize acceptance of bond ex- 

ecuted on behalf of new share-holders 34 
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PEASE CREEK. 

1. Inquiry ordered relative to improvement of. .128 

2. Lands in vicinity ordered into market 140 

3. Repoi-t of Treasurer relative to improve- 

men t of 141 

PEASE CREKK I. & IT. CO. 

Asks extension of time to complete contract. . . .78 

PENINSULAR RAILWAY COMPANY. See At- 
lantic; G. & W, I. T. Co.; Vose v. Trus- 
tees. 13. 

1. Portion of A., G. & W. I. T. Co. set off 

to . . 135, 273 

2. Given permission to use 35-pound iron on 

part of road. 279 

3. Lands reserved f r, restored to market 34a 

4. Cer(;iiu lands within 6 miles of reserved 

from sale for 20 days 348 

5. Asks that certain lands be certified to it. .. ,356 

6. Lands reserved for 60 days but not cer- 

tified 351 

7. Lands reserved for purpose of conveyance 

under contract 371 

8. Letter from President relative to inspec- 

tion of road 394 

9. Request from for examination of com- 

pleted portion of line 502 

PENSACOLA REPUBLICAN. 

Requests payment for advertisement. Refused.. 21 

PENSACOLA & GEORGIA R R. CO. See Eaton, 
Ray P.; Dibble & Swepson, 1; Treas- 
urer of Trustees, 11; Lewith, E. J., 1; 
Jackson, Henry R 1, 3; Wailes, S. I. 
1; Anderson v. Trustees, 3; Hawes, H. 
W., 1; Settle, Judge Thos.; J. P. & M. 
R. R., 5; Call, Wilkinson. 

* 1. Conference with Attorneys of bond-hold- 
ers 150,152,319-322 

2. Indebtedness of, to coupon holders 461 

PENSACOLA & LOUISVILLE R. R. CO. 

Accepts provisions of I. I, Act. 74 

PICKETT, M. C. See Surveys, L , Jjy*> 
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PITTMAN, GEORGE T. 

Proposition from, for purchase of lands 512 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, FILING. See 
Great Southern Ky. Co., 2, 3, i, 5, 6; 
Florida Southern Ry. Co., 2; Lake 
Jesup, Osceola & Kissinimee It. H. & 
Nav. Co., 3. 

PLANT, MICHAEL 

Application for change of land entry. 69 

PLATT, ABEL. 

Purchase money for lands refunded to 140 

PLATT, WILLIAM C. 

Notice of contest of State's claim to certain 

lands by 258 

POLK COUNTY. See Tampa, Agency at; Sales- 
man of Trustees, 11. 
Lands of Fund in, offered for sale 416 

POMEROY. CHARLES, 

1. Claim of, as Attorney for State Agent 29t 

2. Recommended as agent for State before 

U. S. Land Dept .306 

PONCE, WILLIAM G. 

1. Attachments against cedar timber cut by, 

ordered dismissed 208, 210 

» 2. Alleged trespass by, referred to S. Y. 

Finley for adjustment . .210 

PORTER, FLORA O. 

Purchase money for lands refunded to. 139 

POTTER, RICHARD P. 

Notice of contest by, of State's claim to cer- 
tain lands 

PRE-EMPTION, See Lands, Entry of by Settlers, 1. 

RegulatioBB prescribed for securing 281 

PRIES8, EDWARD. 

Reads to Trustees article on wine culture 200 

PROCTOR, DAVID O. See Bwann, 6. A., 14, 
PROCTOR, ROBERT. See Swann, 8. A., 14- 
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PROTOIS, E. A. See Swamp and Overflowed 
Lands, 4. 

1. Offer from to bay mules, wagon, etc., be- 

longing to Board 409 

2. Letter from, relative to use of State's 

wagons and teams 413 

RAILROADS, TRANSPORTATION RATES ON. 
See Transportation Rates, 

BAND ALL, J. 1 ' 

1. Proposition #0 deepen and widen Welti va 

river ^ 81 

2. Action of Trustees on said proposition 63 

RANDOLPH, MRS. LAURA H. 

Letter from, relative to Tract Books and 

Bound Plata 469 

BANEY, GEORGE P. See Accounts and Bills 
Paid ; Attorney Fees ; Attorney of Trus- 
tees; Attorney General. 

REID & TEASDALE. 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 59 

RELINQUISHMENT OF TITLE TO U. S. 

1. In favor of Ossian B. Hart 118 

2. In favor of Silas Week 125 

3. Request from L. K. Lippincott 129, 135 

4. In favor of Moses E. Ley 143 

5. In favor of Geo. R. Fairbanks 164 

6. In favor of Thomas B. Higgina 195, 197 

7. In favor of O. B. Hart 249 

8. Application for. in favor of Samuel E. Hope. 272 

9. Application denied 274 

10. In favor of Abram Liddon ". .307, 316 

11. In favor of JameB M. Baker 324 

12. Application for relinquishment of certain 
, lands in favor of Jnlius C. Rockener 

and Solomon Godwin 345 

13. Resolution of Trustees on application 346 

14. In favor of W. H. Pearce 372 

15. In favor of Cephas Pinder 403 

1' 16. In favor of The*. Peterson 411 

i 17. In favor of Geo. G. and Thos. B. Smith 412 
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RELINQUISHMENT OF TITLE TO U. ^^-{Con- 
tinued.) 

18. Of unconfirmed selections made prior to 

"Gainesville List No. 1" 413 

19. In favor of Robert Morrow .413 

REMBERT. W. I\ See Vose v. Trustees. 11. 

1. Demands payment of certain bonds issued 

by CommisMoners of St. J. & I. R. Canal. .22 

2. Executive renews application for pay- 

ment of bonds 309 

3. Rwolutinn of Trustees relative to pay- 

ment of bonds ' 324 

RESERVATION OF LANDS. See Westcott, 
John, 1, 2; Trespass, 4; Vose v. Trus- 
tees, 10; Fensacola Ry. Co., 4; Ship 
Canal ; South Florida R. R. Co., 4. 

1. For Jacksonville Sc St. Augustine R. R. Co.. . .31 

2. For West Florida & Mobile R. R Co 86 

3. Application for, bv J., St. Aug. & I. R. R. 

R, & N. Co...." ...182 

4. For Gainesville, O. & C. H, R. R. Co 231 

5. Certain lands near railroad between 

Waldo and Ocala reserved 272 

6. For Lake Jesup, Osceola & Kiasimmee R. 

R. & Nav. Co 310. 319, 325, 508 

T. Resolution relative to reservation and 
sale of lands to Gainesville, O. & C. H. 
R. R. Co 322 

8. Lands reserved for Fensacola Ry. Co., 

restored to market 343, 348 

9. For East Florida Railway Company. .453, 479 
10. For Henry S. Sanford and associates 454 

• 11. For Fernandina & Jacksonville R. R. 

Co 481,497 

12. For Hamilton Disston and associates 501 

13. For South Florida R. R. Co 502 

14. For Tropical Florida Railroad 508 

15. For Palatka & Indian River Ry. Co 510 

REUTER, R. W. See Jacksonville, St. Aug. & I. 

R .R. Co. 
Makes proposition to purchase certain lands. .239 
RICE, JAMES H. See Milton, W. H. 
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BIPPEY, H. C. 

Proposition from, relative to immigration 

paper .188 

ROACH, DAVID D. 

m Deed to, to certain lands, ordered executed ... 184 
BOBBINS, LEONAB* 

Application for cancellation of land entry T 

ROCKNEE, JULIUS C. See Kendrick, William 
H.. 1; Pease Creek Emigrant & Agricul- 
tural Company, 1, 2; Relinquishment 
of Hi tie, 12, 13. 
ROLER, JOHN H. 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 75 

BOPES, E. E. 

Application for cancellation of land entry 

.and refunding of purchase money 59 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

1. G. P. Raney and H. A. Corley appointed 

to draft. 147 

2. Copy of, as reported, amended and adopted. .156 

RUSSELL, A. J. 

Proposition to purchase books from 292, 300 

RUTHERFORD, J. J. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded, .233 

SALESMAN OF TRUSTEES. See Webster, Frank. 

1. Hugh A. Corley appointed 3 

2. Hugh A. Corley resigns 8 

3. Dennis Eagan elected 8 

4. Postage and stationery for 56 

5. Hugh A. Corley elected 147 

6. Presents abstract of sales Jany, 1877. . 155 

7. Ordered to discontinue agency at Jackson- 

ville 156 

8. Presents abstract of sales for February 172 

9. Presents abstract of sales for March 182 

10. Presents abstracts of sales for April and 

May 200 

11. Authorised to offer for sale certain 

swamplands 383 

I 12. Authorized to employ additional clerk 509 
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SALTER, WM. F. See Iligginbotham, Elijah. 
SANCHEZ, JAMES P. 

Inquiries as to compensation for draining 

lands 30* 

BANFORD, H. 8., AND ASSOCIATES. 

1. Makes application for cancellation of 

land entry by Win, Bradford lit 

2. Proposition to buy large quantity of 

lands in small tracts at reduced prices 

^ declined 414 

• , 3, Proposition to purchase lands. Ac- 
cepted 418, 419, 420, 443 

} , 4. Proposition from, to reclaim certain 

i lands 436 

Proposition from, to purchase 1,000,000 

acres 436 

Resolution defining terms of sale of 1,000,- 

000 acres 438, 456, 4M 

Authorized to drain and reclaim certain 

specified overflowed lands 444 

8. Acceptance of authority 464 

Ask extension of time for aocep-. . 

tance 475, 489, 490, 499 

Requests modification of resolutions for 
sale of lauds to him 478, 480 

SANTA ^FE CANAL COMPANY. 

1. Officials inquire as to aid Trustees will 

render 233 

2. Resolution relative to 232 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY. See Mima, Jamea R. 

1. Letter relative to establishment of agency 

in 287 

2. Grant of lands for digging a canal in. 362 

SAPP, NEWTON. See Stnmpage, 2. 

SCOTT, J. W. JR. 

Aries permission to cut dead pine for fuel .... 346 

SEALS, ROWENA C. 

Applies for refunding of purchase money 

for certain lands 81 

4 Index 
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MONETARY OF TRUSTEES. See Doggett, A., 7. 

1. Hugh A. Corley appointed g 

2. Hugh A, Corley resigns 33 

3. Resolution fixing salary 34 

4. Dennis Eagan elected 36 

6. DenniB Eagan resigns , 61 

6. Resolution increasing salary .76 

7. Hugh A. Corley elected 147 

8. C. Drew elected , 163 

9. Col urn boa Drew resigns 173 

10. Hugh A. Corley elected , .173 

SETTLE, JUDGE THOMAS. 

Order by modifying decree* in Vose v. Trus- 
tees 284 

SETTLERS UrON LANDS. See Lands, Entry of 
»y Settlers ; Decrees of Court, 6. 

SEWARD, ZACHARIAH. 

Application for change of land entry by 21 

SHALLY. TnOMAS. See Wertcott, John, 1, 2. 

SHARP, WM. II. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refunded. .227 

SHIP CANAL. See Fry, John H, 2, 3. 

1. Resolution providing for sale of lands to 

any constructing company at red need 
prices 349 

2. Resolution amended .360 

3. Letters from Dr. C. J. Ken worth and A. 

O. Faye concerning 362 

8H6MAKER, -1AMES M. 

Inquiry from as to aid Trustees would .give 
towards building railroad from Jack- 
sonville to Tampa Bay 403 

SHU FORD, W. T. See Fairbanks, George R. 

SIHONTON, CHARLES H. See Vose v. Trustees. 
Agrees to vacation of receivership in Vose 

case 238 

SIMPSON Sl CO. 

Apply to purchase certain lands 162, 167 
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SINCLAIR, JOHN G. 

1. Applies for contract to drain lands in 

Orange county 493 

2. Resolution specifying terms of contract 

Trustees will make 495 

3. Hakes application to purchase lands 508 

SKINNER, E. F. 

Letter from, relative to eontest of title to 

lands he bought from State 49T 

SOUTH FLORIDA AGENCY. See Tampa, Agency at 

SOUTH FLORIDA RAILWAY COMPANY. 

1. Requests suspension of certain Bales of 

lands 2T 

2. Commissioner of Lands & Immigration 

recommends that request be denied. 
Referred to Attorney General , .44 

3. Petition for grant of certain alternate 

1 sections- to 495 

4. Files Plat of line .504 

5. Submits specifications of construction 510 

SOUTHERN FLORIDA RAILWAY. See Sonth 
Florida Ry. Co., 1. 
Notifies Trustees of its acceptance of provis- 
ions of Internal Improvement Act. , . .25, 28 

SOUTHERN INLAND NAVIGATION AND IM- 
PROVEMENT COMPANY. See Vose, 
Francis, 2; Gleason, Wm. H-, 1, 7. 

1. Resolution adopted extending time for 

completion of improvements by, with 
certain provisos * 8 

2. Bands sought to be conveyed to restored 

to market 54 

6PARKMAN, ELIJAH B. 

Land entry by, cannelled and money refunded. .345 

SPARKMAN,- JAMES M. 

Cancellation of land entry by 331 

SPEER, JAMES G. See Apopka Canal Co. 

Claim presented for services rendered Com- 
missioners of St. J. & I. B- Canal 22 
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SPOFFORD, 0. J. 

Land entry by, cancelled and purchase 

money refunded 197 

8F0ONER. T. C. See Eagan, Dennis, 18. 
BT. CLAIR-ABRAMS. See Sanford, H. 8. 3, 5.; 
Sinclair, John G. 

1. Hakes application to purchase lands 309 

2. Resolution upon application ,309 

3. Makes proposition to purchase lands 507 

BT. JOHNS AND INDIAN RIVER CANAL, 

COMMISSIONERS OF. See Rembert, 
W, P., 1; Speer, James G., lj Vose T. 
Trustees, 11. 
Resolution of Trustees relative to payment 

of claims against 324 

ET. JOHNS & LAKE EUSTI8 BY. CO. 

1. Applies for reservation of lauds from sale. .311 

2. Resolution granting application 311, 326 

3. Report completion of road 403 

4. Execution of deed for lands to 414 

ST. JOHNS, LAKE EUSTIS AND GULF RAIL- 
ROAD. 

1. Makes application to purchase 100,000 

acres at 5 cents per acre 168 

'2. Resolution of Trustees upon application 172 

-3. Resolution rescinded # .176 

4. Request for Bale of lands to aid in con- 

struction 183 

5. Letter relative to land grants to 231, 236 

ST. JOHNS RAILWAY CO. See Cocke, Wm. A., 8. 

1. Mak£ application for Deed to certain al- 

ternate Bections. Referred 101, 110 

2. Modified application made 112 

3. Proposition withdrawn 115 

4. Injunction prohibiting Bale of lands 

granted to 183 

6. Claim to certain lands recognized .328 

6. Inquiry by Trustees as to adjustment of 

Company's claim for lands sold by 

Trustees 348 

STANBERRY, J. D. See Sanford, H. S. 
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STANLEY, BROWNE & CLARKE. Be© Drew, 
John T., 5. 

STEARNS, M. L. See Doggett, A., 5. 

1. Becomes Governor and President of 

Trustees 64 

2. Applies for cancellation of land entry 

and refunding of purchase money 75* 

3. Requested to attend U. S. Court at Jack- 

sonville .115 

STEPHENS, H. H. 

Application to purchase certain lands re- 
jected 251' 

STEPHENS, JAMES H. 

1. Complains of requirement for delivery of 

cedar cut near Headman's Bay at Cedar 

Keys 33»- 

2. Complains of irregularities by E, J. 

Berry, Timber Agent 347 

STERRITT & WRIGHT. See Hopkins, C. F., 3. 
Counsel employed to prosecute them for 

trespass. ... 268 

STONE, JAMES B. 

1, Proposition from to drain certain lands. .82, 174 
t 2. Affidavit and testimony of completion of 

;"-^: work 275- 

C mm 3. Salesman directed to prepare deed to. .275, 280 

STORN, JAS. B. See Stone, James B. 

Petition that eertain Fund land b* deeded 

to him . ■ -6f 

STRICKLAND, JOHN J. 

Change of land entry by 28£ 

STEIPL1NG, J. B. 

1. Compensation for as Timber Agent 8Jfr 

2. Letter from, alleging grievances and losses. .160 
STUDWELL, E. A. 

Requests gift of lands to Bet tie Italian colony. .72 
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STUMPAGE. 

1. Resolution as to apportionment between 

funds when not known to what fund 

land belongs 186 

2. Collections on account of by Sheriff of 

Lafayette 198 

3. Collections on account of by H. P. Jack- 

son 199 

4. II. P. Jackson submits itemised statement 

of collections 204 

5. Receipts from Agents 846 

6. On cord wood on Suwannee River reduced. .403 

7. On dead and fallen pine ' i . . .413 

BTUMPAGE SYSTEM. 

1. Members of Legislature recommend Its 

adoption 293 

2. Considered by Trustees 313, 317 

3. Resolution for adopting, fixing charges 

for cutting timber 326,338 

4. Price for cutting shingles reduced 338 

5. Price fixed for dead and fallen pine 359 

SUMNER, ALEX. C. 

Change of land entry by allowed 306 

SUPREME COURT. 

Governor requested to obtain opinion from 
as to power of Trustees as to disposi- 
tion of fund lands S 

SURVEYS. See Harris, J. V.. 2. 

1. Request for by M. C. Pickett 230, 234 

2. Request for by Peninsular R. R. Co 502 

3. H. R. Duval appointed to survey Peninsu- 

lar R, R. Co 509 

SUWANNEE COUNTY!* 

Resolution fixing price of I. I. lands in 306 

SUWANNEE RIVER. 

Proposition of James Tucker and Alex. 

Grant to render navigable .84 
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BWAMP LAUD INDEMNITY. Bee Lewis, B. C. 
& £ons, 1. 

1. Resolution providing for sale of certifi- 

cates or floats received from U. S. Gov- 
• • ment 404 

2. Certificates received covering 23,283.55 

acres * 428 

5. Rules governing sale of certificates 430, 442 

4. Certificates received covering 25,810.36 

acres 487 

6. Certificates for 14,463.45 acres received 

through S. I. Wailes 502 

6. Sale of certificates to Geo. G, Whorter 

and others 512 

SWAMP LAND INDEMNITY INVESTIGA- 
TIONS. See Coryell, I.j Greenoagh v. 
Trustees, 2. 

1. Order against sale of property bought by 

Trustees for 401 

2. Order for sale of certain property 

bought by Trustees for 460 

SWAMP LAND PLATS. 

Ordered to be mounted on cloth .210, 383 

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. See 

Williams and Swnnn ; Williams, Swann 

& Corley; Broome, James E., 1, 2; 

Muscogee Lumber Co., 1 ; Wailes, £. I., 6. 

1. Price of (after April 1, 1873) fixed 5 

2. Public notice of reduction in price ordered... 6 

3. Resolution fixing price of 38 

4. Examination of, by Agents of Depart- 

ment of Interior 335, 33T 

5. Scale of prices for, extended 343 

6. Construction of resolution fixing prices 

for ♦ • • * 3W 

SWANN, 8. A. Ree Corley, H. A., 8; Pry, J. H., 1. 

1. Views of as to sale of land to foreigners 

in large quantities 184 

2. Submits p!an for sale of land warrants 184 

3. Appointed Agent to sell Land War- 

rants 189 > 195 
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BWANN, S. A.— (Continued) 

4. Letter from, relative to land sales in Eu- 

rope 205, 207, 230 

5. Letter from, explaining difficulty of sell- 

ing lands 212 

6. Submits tentative contract made by him 

with John H. Fry and John T. Drew, 
Atty. for F. Vose 213 

7. Contract disapproved by Trustees 222 

8. Matter of revocation of his agencj to sell 

lands , 235, 236 

9. Letter from, relative to attempted gale of 

lands ..... .242, 251 

10. Makes report of efforts to sell lands and 

suggests several plans for relieving 
fund of indebtedness 261' 

11. Ship Canal, telegram from as to aid in 

building 271' 

12. Requests authority for James Hastings 

to sell lands in England . 31f 

13. Reply of .Board to request 313 

14. Requests change nf grantee in deed 376 

15. Resolution authorizing him to sell 3,000,- 

000 acres of land and prescribing terms 

of sale 380 

16. Submits proposition from James Hast- 

ings to purchase 3.000.000 acres of land. .390 

17. Resolution authorizing him to negotiate 

sale of 3,000,000 acres and prescribing 
terms of sale 476 

18. Submits proposition from C. D. Willard 

for purchase of 4.000,000 acres of land... 506 

19. Files claim for commissions on land sales. .506 

SWEPSON, GEORGE W. See Dibble & Swep- 

son, 1. 
BYKE-S, HOWELL T. 

Land entry by cancelled and money refunded. .248 

TALLAHASSEE R. R. CO. See Dibble & Swep- 
son, 1* Treasurer of Trustees, 11; 
Lewith, E. J., 1; Anderson v. Trustees, 
3; Jackson, Henry R, 3; J. P. t M. B. 

I'* R„ 5. 
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TALLAHASSEE B R CO.— (Continued.) 

1. Conference with Attorneys of bond 

holders 319, 320 

2. Indebtedness of, to coupon holders 461 

TAMPA, AGENCY AT. 

Resolution providing for establishment and 

fixing compensation 166 

TAMPA, PEARE CREEK & ST. JOHNS RIVEE 
RAILWAY COMPANY. 

1. Asks for reservation of certain alternate 

sections 379" 

2. Letter from Company's Attorney's rela- 

tive to reservation and grant of lands. . . ,396 

3. Atty. Genl's. reply 396, 398 

TAftlFFS. See Transportation Rates. 

TAYLOR, J. S. 

Asks that certain land deed he cancelled 19& 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 

Timber Agency in abolished 504 

TAYLOR, MOSES. Ree Cowgill, C. A., 6, 8, 12; 
Doggett, A., 4. 

1. Retfuests cancellation of land entry 46- 

2. Makes proposition for purchase 15,006* 

acres of swamp Inn'is 60" 

3. Bonds of Florida Railroad received from 79 

4. List of Bonds and coupons received 

from 132-134 

TAYLOR. R. F. See Accounts and Bills Paid. 

Letter from as to proceedings against tres- 
passer* 254 

THEOBALD. JOHN. 

Appointed special agent for collection of 

stumpage in Franklin county 839 

THOMAS. JACOB W. 

Cancellation of land entry by and refunding 

of purchase money ordered 183 

THOMPRON, SAML. B. 

1. Land entry by changed ■• 

2. Cancellation of land entry by 300, 304, 378 

TIBBETTB, ADA M. 

Application for cancellation of land entry 70 
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' 1 

TIMBER AGENTS- See Stripling, J. B., 1, 2; 
Dennis, L. G.; Berry, E. J.; J. H. Leej 
A- N. Pacetti, 3; MJcCullough, Thos. R.; 
Jenkins, C. T. ; Burroughs, B. M. 

1. Provision for appointment of * 70 

2. Appointment of Leonard G. Dennis .70 

3. Compensation of 161 

4. Division of State into 4 Timber Districts 161 

5. Forbidden to make contracts for catting 
of Timber 162 

6. Required to investigate all trespasses 162 

7. Required to devote entire time to work, 

and make quarterly reports. 165 

8. Salary of increased 242 

' 9. Special agents, their powers, duties and # 

compensation 327 

10. Special agents appointed 331, 359, 361, 373 

11. John Theobald appointed special agent to 

collect etumpage in Franklin county 339 

12. Appointment of deputies by disapproved. . .344 

13. Bond required of special agents to collect 

stumpage 359 

14. Required to make monthly report of col- 

lections 359 

15. Bonds of presented 3G3, 365, 372, 376, 377, 

3S5, 395, 403, 411, 512. 

16. Special agents appointed , 383, 429 

17. Bonds of, amount of increased 433 

18. Agency for Taylor county abolished 504 

TIMBER ON FUND'S LANDS. See Berry, E. J., 

Wyse, H. A., 1 ; Tonce, Wm, G. ; Milton, 
W. H., 1 ; Wyse, Henry A. 

1. Cutting of prohibited 162 

2. Removal of, cut under contract*. 163, 197 

3. Settlement with parties who cut under 

contract 197 

4. Proposition by T. J. Moore as to certain 

• l sized timber 202 

5. Rates of chargeB for cutting 326 

• 6. Regulations for obtaining permits to 

l cut 326, 361 

7. Issuance of permits to cut suspended 431 
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TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES. See Canals; 

Ship Canals; also, Atlantic Coast , 

Steamboat, Canal and Improvement , 

Company; Atlantic and Gulf and West 
India Transit Company; Aucilla & Wa- , 

cissa Canal and Navigation Company; 
East Florida Railway Company; Fer- .' 

nandina and Jacksonville Railroad 
Company ; Florida, Atlantic & Gulf 
Central Railroad Company ; Florida 
Central Railroad; Florida Railroad 
Company; Florida Southern Eailway 
Company; Gainesville, Ocala & Char- 
lotte Harbor Railroad Company; Great • j 
Southern Railway Company; Gulf & 
Atlantic Transit Canal Company; j 

Jacksonville and St. Augustine Rail- \ 

road Company; Jacksonville, Pensacola 
& Mobile Railroad; Jacksonville, St. 
Augustine & Indian River Railroad; . 
and Navigation Company ; Lake George, s 

Lake Eustis & Gulf Railroad Company; , 

Lake Harney & Indian River Tram , 

Road Company; Lake Jesup, Osceola 
and Kissimmee R. R. & Nav. Co.; Mid- 
land Railway, Drainage and Canal 
; Company; No Guage or Single Rail ( 

Railroad and Construction Company of 
Florida; Palatka and Indian River 
Railway Company; Pease Creek L & 
N. Co.; Peninsular Railway Company;, 
Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Com- j 

pauy; Pensacola & Louisville Railroad 
Company; Santa Fe Canal Company; 
. South Florida Railway Company; . j 
Southern Florida Railway; Southern t 

Inland Navigation and Improvement 
Company; St. Johns and Indian River 
Canal; St. Johns & Lake Eustis Rail- 
way Company; St. Johns, Lake Eustis 
and Gulf Railroad; St. Johns Railway 
Company; Tallahassee Railroad Com- 
pany ; Tampa, Pease Creek &. St. Johns $ 
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TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES— (Continued.) 
River Railway Company; Tropical 
Florida Railway etc. Company; West- 
ern Railroad Company; West Florida 
& Mobile Railroad Company. 

TRANSPORTATION RATES. 

1. Inquiry of Legislature concerning 301 

2. Reply of Trustees to inquiry 301 

TREASURER OF TRUSTEES. See Williams, 
Swann & Corley, 11; Day, S. T.; Dog- 
gett. A., 5. 

1. Charles H. Foster appointed 3 

2. Authorized to pay incidental and other 

expenses for sale of lauds 33 

3. Required to give $10,000 bond 33 

4. Resolution fixing sab ry 34 

5. Presents bond in sum of $10,000. Approved. . .43 

6. Directed to pay for postage & stationery 
for Salesman 56 

7. Directed to pay H. B^sbee Jr., $1,000 for 
services and court expenses 56 

8. Instructed to demand statement, papers, 
etc., from late Treasurer Adams 64 

8. Letter from J. 8. Adams, late Treasurer 66 

10. Resolution increasing salary 76 

11. Instructions to, for investment of certain 

» moneys 102 

12. Reimbursed for amount of protested draft. .107 

13. Instructions to as to disposition of cer- 

tain moneys 144, 145 

i 14. Walter Gwynn elected 147 

1 5. Instructions revoked 148 

16. Files statement for February, 1877 172 

17. Files statement for March, 1877 182 

18. Files Ftatements for April and May 200 

19. Authorized to borrow $150 for expenses 

of J. M. Baker. Solr. in Vose case 276 

20. H. A. L'Engle elected 441 

21. Accounts of Walter Gwynn, submitteed . . . .462 
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TRESPASS UPON FUND'S LANDS. See Timber 
Agente. See Berry, E. J., 4 ; Pacetti, 

A. K.j Finley, S. Y., 1; Hopkins, C. F.; 
Cedar Timber; Jenkins, C. T. 

1. Resolution adopted providing reward to 

informant 7 

> 2. Letter from F. Vose relative to €6 

3. Conference with W. J. Barnett regard- 

i . ing .160, 161 

4. Resolution to withhold from sale lands 

. j trespassed upon 286 

5. Letter from State Atty. relative to trea- 

~\ ■ passes in Holmes Co 287 

6. Letters from E. J. Berry, H. P. Jackson, 

B. A. Coachman, J. H. Stephens, L. J. 
Brash, and J. J. Johnson 308 

7. Letters from E. J. Berry, and Jas. H. 

Stephens 313 

TROPICAL FLORIDA BY. ETC. CO. See At- 
lantic, G. & W. I. T. R- R. Co., 3.. 

1. Proposition for construction of 288 

2. Requests reservation of alternate sections. .481 

3. Plat of Bnrvey filed and landB reserved. .608, 612 
TUCKER, JAMES. See Suwannee Biver; With- 

lacoochee River. 

TUCKER, W. 8. 

Purchase money for land ordered refunded. ..165 

TURNBURKE, GEORGE W. 

Change of land entry by 483 

VAN FLEET, WILLIAM et al. 

1. Change of land eptry by, allowed 278 

2. Recommended as agent for sale of landa 

in Chicago 280 

3. Letter from, relative to agency at Chicago. .285 
VARNUM, JOHN. See Lee, J. A., 1. 

VENDORS' LIEN. 

1. Consultation relative to suits involving 

lien held by Trustees against J. P. & 

M. R. R 319, 320, 321 

2. Tentative agreement with bondholders 

submitted 321 
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TINZANT, JOHN JR. 

Land entry by, cancelled and money refnnded, .411 
VOSE, FRANCIS. See Atlantic and Gulf and 

West India Transit Co., 1 ; Drew, J. T. ; 
7 Cowgill, C. A., 8; Domett, A., 2; 

. _, Broonie, J. E., 1, 2; Vose y. Trustees; 

Greenough, Chas. P. 
I, 1. Letter and Resolutions from, relative to 

Sinking Fund of Florida Railroad. ........ .4 

2. Letters from relative to employment of 

counsel by Board and bringing certain 
■_ .. swamp lands into market 19 

3. Letter from relative to trespass on public 

lands GG 

; 4. Requests surrender to him of 2 bends 

received from E. N. Dickerson 61 

5. Reply to letter from relative to surrender 

of bonds 71 

6. Proposition relative to price of land floats... 82 

7. Proposition for settlement of his claim 

* and statement 92-93 

8. Proposition to purchase lands at reduced 

prices 130 

9. Gives notice of application for receiver 

for J. P. & M, R. R.. . . 190 

10. Views requested as to appointment of 

«* agent in New York 199 

11. Tentative contract with relative to sale 

I of lands and settlement of his claims 213 

12. Conference with regarding disposition of 

: proceeds from land sales 222 

13. Letter from, relative to court expenses, 

trespasses, delays, free passes, etc 246 

14. Notified of certain land reservations 311 

VOSE V. TRUSTEES. See Vose, Francis; De- 
crees of Court, 2; Williams Swann & 
Corley, 11; Woods, Judge W. B,, 3; 
Gwynn. W., 3; Greenongh v. Trustees. 

1. Copy of Decree of U. S. Circuit Judge 

Woods ..50-52 

2. Notice from Vose's Attys. of application 

to Court for order requiring Receiver to- 
pay Vose's Atty. fees and expenses 128 



TOSE V. TRUSTEES— {Continued.) 

3. Conference with attorneys requested rela- 

tive to vacating receivership 23T 

4. Resolution directing proceedings to se- 

cure vacation of receivership 238 

1 6. Resolution relative to Vose's costs, ex- 
penses and Attv, fees .... 238 

* 8. Time for applying for vacation of receiv- 

* ership 240 

7. Notice of motion to place lands in bands 

( of S. Conant for sale 248 

8. Decrees in modified by order of Judge 

Settle 284 

9. Notice to Solicitors of examination of 

witnesses in New York 278 

* 10. Petition for order to restrain reservations 

of land 317, m 

11. Order by Justice Bradley modifying de- 
! crees governing sale of certain lands 

deeded to St. John and Indian River 
Canal and later reconveyed to Trustees. . .'923 

12. Atty. Genl. requested to apply for modifi- 

cation of decree in 369 

, 13. Copy of order in case, relative to convey- 
ance of lands to Peninsula Ry. Co 369 

14. Appeal bond signed by Trustees ,382 

15. Bond for Clerk's cost. &c, on appeal. .409, 410 
16. Statement of amount of his claims against 

Fund 461 

WAQSTAFP. THOMAS H- 

1. Snbmits proposition for issuing land 

floats 237,239 

2. Applies for renewal of contract for eale 

of lands to West Fla. & Mobile R. R. 

Co. with modifications 243, 257 

3. Resolution of Trustees denying application. .244 
' 4. Consideration of n mended application. .244, 245 

5. Invites proposition from Trustees 255 

WAILES. SFDNEY I. See Fomeroy, Chaa., 1. 

1. Requests Commissions to represent State 
in claims before departments in Wash- 
ington - 
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WAILE8, SIDNEY I.— {Continued.) 

2. Makes proposition for prosecuting State's 

claims against U. S 261 

9. Letter from, and resolution upon, relative 
i to his com pen Kit ion as Agent and At- 
torney 266 

4. Letter from, relative to patents executed 

by U. S. bat not delivered to State 276 

B. Decision of Trustees thereon 276 

6. Reports progress in adjustment of land 

claims, and inquiries as to his compen- 
sation in re approval and patenting of 
swamp lands 277 

7. Compensation fired by Trustees 277 

8. Authorized to adjust claim of Chas, Pom- 

eroy 291 

9. Delivers patent from V. S, for lands 292 

10. Authorized to select lands in compensa- 

tion 292 

11. Reports as to condition of land claims and 

lists prepared 307 

12. Examination of swamp and overflowed 

landB 337 

13. Patent for 16,873 acres received through 345 

14. Authorized to enter 1,349.90 acres per con- 

tract . . 345 

15. Patent for 895,875.02 acres received 

through 351 

16. Authorised to enter lands to amount of 

117,917.50 361 

17. Authorized to enter lands to amount of 

$56,393.24. 376 

1*8. Conference with, relative to his compensa- 
tion as State Agent 381 

19. Swamp Land Indemnity certificate as- 
signed to. 429, 488, 502 

WALKER, DAVID S. Sec Rembert, W. P., 1 ; 
Speer, James G., 1; Houstonn. Edward, 
1; Vendors' Lien; Attorney Fees. 
Atty. Genl. authorized to associate bim as 

counsel 193 

WALKER, ROBERT. See Eagan, Dennis, 3. 



WALL, J. B. See Tampa, P. C. A St. J. B. By. Co. 
WALLACE, ALEXANDER. 

Proposition from, to drain certain lands | 

WALTER, H. W. See Tropical Florida Ej. etc 

Co.; Midland Railway, Drainage * 

Canal Go. 

WA8S1LIEFF, N. S. 

L Proposition from relative to agency in 

. . New York and securing immigrants. .148, 
2. Opinion of Attorney General relative to 

appointment of I . 1M 

WEBSTER, FRANK. 

Resolution refusing to pay account of '. . .10© 

WEEKS, JAMES. 

Change of land entry by, allowed .MB 

WEKIVA KIVEB. feee Randall, J. O. 1, 3. 
WELLS, MRS. A. J. 

Application for refunding of purchase 

money for land* flp 

WELLS, HENRY. 

Presents account for services as selecting 

Agents 101,115 

WESTCOTT, JOHN. See St. Johns Railway Co. 

1. Makes application for purchase of lands 

for X • Gnag« or Single Rail Railroad 

and Construction Company of Florida 13t 

2. Resolution of Trustees on Application 137 

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA R. R. V. TRUS- 
TEES. See Decrees of court. 
Trustees subpoenaed and direct Atty. Geul. 

to represent them 43J 

WESTERN EAILBOAD COMPANY. 

Gives notice of acceptance of provisions of 

Int. Imp. Act. .... ..... .. .. ......173 

WESTFIELD, DAVID. 

Land entry by, cancelled • 

6 Index. 
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WEST FLORIDA 4 MOBILE B. R. Co. Sfee Beaer 
ration of Lands, 2; Hendrickson, D. 
W., 1; Wagstaff, Tho*. H^ 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. } 

1. Notifies Trustees of its acceptance of pro- 
1 visions of I. I. Act, and makes proposi- 
tion to purchase all of Funds lands 

west of Apalachicola River 83-84 

2. Resolution of Trustees relative to proposi- 

tion 84 

. a 3. Copy of contract made with Trustees 85-87 

* 4. Time extended for completing and Sting 

survey XS€ 

WHITE, FOUNTAIN J. Bee Milton, W. fi. 

Complaint by, as to timber trespass arbitra- 
tion .371' 

WHITE, P. W. See Attorney Fees, 

1. Asks permission to use marl on Chipola .... 

River . W 

2. Employed as associate counsel in Schutte 

case 813 

WHITNEY, II. C. See Gainesville, O. & 0. H. R. R. Co. 
WILEY & AITKEN. 

Request change of land entry. Refused. ....... .38 

WILLARD, C. D. 

1. Letter from, relative to sales of lands in 

Europe 211 

2. Letter from, relative to status of cases in 

U. S. Supreme Court 379 

3. Proposition from, to purchase 4,000,000 

acres land 506 

WILLIAMS, ARTHUR T. 

1. Appointed special agent to collect stump- 

age in Duval county 342 

2. Resigns 362 

WILLIAMS, M. A. Bee Swamp and Overflowed 
Lands, 4; Accounts and Bills Paid. 

1. Bequests appointment as Agent to sell 

lands 115, 116 

2. Abstract of Bales in Jany, 1877, presented ... J 56 

3. Abstract of Bales in Feby. and March, 1877. .184 
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WILLIAMS, M. A.— (Continued.) 

4. Correspondence with as to terms of hia 

agency 252 

6. Letter from relative to purchasing lands 

in Otdawaha river swamp 254 

6. Letters from, relative to trespasses 254 

7. Authorized to pay full amount of pur- 

chase money for certain land sale in 
coupon certificates .327 

WILLIAMS, THOMAS M, 

Deed to, ordered cancelled 183 

WILLIAMS, W. L. See Muscogee Lumber Co. 

WILLIAMS AND SWAM. 

1. Bequest conveyance of land in compensa- 

tion for services, consideration post- 
poned 20,21 

2. Conveyance of lands made to, on ac- 

count of services as agents to select, 
swamp lands 23 

3. Request discharge from contract. as select- 

ing Agents of swamp and overflowed 
lands. Granted 23 

4. Present petition for cancellation of 

entry , 34, 55, 332 

5. Bequest payment for land selections in 

currency or in lands at reduced price. 
Denied 376 

6. Authorized to enter lands to amount of 

$9,403.08 per contract 392, 395 

7. Land entry by, cancelled and money re- 

funded 410 

WILLIAMS, SWAM AND CORLEY. See Ea- 
gan, Dennis, 7, 8, 15; Agents of Trus- 
tees, 9; Lynch, F. J., 1; Lands, Patents 
to; Banks, Andrew. 

1. Proposition to act as Selecting Agents of 

Swamp and Overflowed Lands 24 

2. Proposition referred to Commissioner of 

• Lands and Immigration 28 

3. Copy of contract made with Trustees to 

select State lands 35, 36 
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WILLIAMS, BWAKN AKD GOBLET— (Continued.) 
4. Appoint mI agents to select swamp lands 

and compensation fixed! 39 

6. Requested to aid D. Eagan in making set- 
tlements with U. S. Interior Department. .40 

6. Accept agency to sell lands 43 

7. Bequest views of Trustees as to their pow- 

ers and duties as Land Agents 47-49 

8. Attorney General Cocke offers resolution 
• defining their powers and duties as 

Land Agents. Defeated 49 

9. Resolution appointing them Lands 
Agents rescinded and their agency dis- 
continued 56 

10. Letters relative to their land agency re- 

ceived 67 

11. Resolutions adopted defining attitude of 

Trustees relative to their powers and 
duties an land agents and prescribing 
duty of Treasurer of Trustees upon re- 
ceipt of remittances from said Agents. ,57, 58 

12. Letter and resolution relative to their 

sales of lands 65 

13. Letter from relative to selection of swamp 

and overflowed Itinds .75 

14. Urge issuance of land certifi-cates or 

floats 77, 78, 79, 81 

15. Letter from stating F. Vose's proposition 

regarding price of land floats 83 

16. Bequest payment of account for selecting 

lands 83 

17. Submit proposition from Wm. H. Lud- 

low for sa1<> tif ;ill lands of the Fund 91 

18. Bequest that deeds of conveyance issue 

for lands sold by them as Agents 95 

19. Trustees request schedule of lands thus 

i sold 96 

20. Abstract of sales furnished by 97 

2L Resolutions of Board relative to issuance 

of Deeda 97 
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WILLIAMS, SWANN AND OOBLEY— (Continued.) 

22. Give notice of application to court for 

approval of accounts and confirmation 
]> ' of galea . 99 

23. Action of Board relative to issuance of 

deeds 101 

24. Contract with, for selection of swamp 

lands, rescinded 169 

25. Claim of $17,938,30 for services as select- 

ing Agents 179-181 

26. Authorized to enter lands tinder contract 

to amount of $10,739.90 37S 

27. Land entries by, cancelled ..490, 497 

WILLIAMSON, J. A. 

Letter from relative to re-survey of lands 493 

WILSON, B. B. 

Bequests that certain land entries be can- 
celled and purchase money refunded 127 

STITHLACOOCHEE RIVEB. 

Proposition of James Tucker and Alex. 

Grant to render navigable .34 

WOMBWELL, L. B. See Agents of Trustees, 27. 

WOODS, JUDGE W. B. 

1. Decree rendered by, in re Vose v. Trustees 

ordered Bpread on record 47 

2. Copy of said decree 60-52 

8. Requested to hold Bpecial term of court to 

hear motions in Vose case 81 

WYSE, HENRY A. See Berry, E. J., 5, 6. 

1. Cutting of timber on Funds' land by 138 

2. Action of Trustees relative to 201, 245 

YULEE, D. L. See Soutber.1 Florida Bailway, 

1; Doggett, A., 1; South Florida By. 
I"*" Co., 1 ; Atlantic and Gulf and West 

India Transit Company, 1; Florida 
Railroad Company, 1; Peninsular Rail- 
way Co.. 1, 4; Fernandina & Jaxv. B. 
R ; Tropical Florida By. Co. 
Submits list of lands for A., G. & W. I. 

T. Co - 140, 167 



YULEE V. VOSE. TH 
%. Order by Jadge Blatchford restraining 
sale by Voie of certain Florida Kail- 
road bonda and coupons ..400 

2. Order dissolved and resolution rescinded. , . .413 



